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Thank You Samantha & Andre for 
Delivering QVegas All Over Town!

Whether you’re a local or tourist, we always 
feature our favorite spots along with all the 
new and exciting things our city has to offer.

This week we feature Antioco Carrollo 
and AFAN. For over four decades, AFAN 
has led the fight against HIV in Nevada. 
Executive Director Antioco Carrillo 
reflects on the organization’s evolution—
from crisis response to advocacy, care, 
and prevention. As the annual AIDS Walk 
returns, the community is called to walk 
in solidarity, support local services, and 
continue the fight.

André Wade of Silver State Equality 
shares highlights from Equality Lobby 
Day, key LGBTQ+ legislation in Nevada, 
and looming federal threats to DEI. 
Nevada remains a leader in LGBTQ+ 
rights, but ongoing advocacy is essential 
to protect recent progress.
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Honey, gather 'round because Mama's about to serve 

you some linguistic glam! Picture this: life is a runway, 

and you're strutting down in your fiercest, glitziest 

ensemble. Each word is a sequin, each phrase a 

feather boa, and I'm here to remind you that you are 

fabulous. So paint your world with unapologetic color 

and sprinkle some shimmer on the ordinary. Keep your 

head high, your heels higher, and remember, darling, 

you're the star of your own show!

View this week’s horoscopes at qvegas.com/horoscopes-are-a-drag.

HOROSCOPES ARE A DRAG™

THE VENETIAN RESORT 
LAS VEGAS

CAESARS 
ENTERTAINMENT

MGM RESORTS 
INTERNATIONAL

PALMS
RESORT & CASINO

VIRGIN HOTELS
LAS VEGAS

WYNN RESORTS

LUXOR

When you make a reservation from our website or app you help keep QVegas free. QVegas may earn a commission on your purchase. 

Hotels

These hotels have a current HRC 
Corporate Equality Index score of 100.

CAESARS ENTERTAINMENT
caesars.com

Caesars Palace
The Cromwell
Flamingo
Harrah’s
Horseshoe (formerly Bally’s)
The LINQ
Paris
Planet Hollywood

THE VENETIAN RESORT LAS VEGAS
venetianlasvegas.com

These hotels have actively demonstrated 
support for the LGBTQ+ community but 
do not have a current HRC CEI of 100

MGM RESORTS INTERNATIONAL
mgmresorts.com

Aria
Bellagio
The Cosmopolitan of Las Vegas
Delano 
Excalibur
Luxor
Mandalay Bay
MGM Grand
New York New York
Park MGM
Vdara

WYNN RESORTS
wynnlasvegas.com

Wynn Las Vegas & Encore Las Vegas

PALMS RESORT & CASINO

RESORTS WORLD LAS VEGAS

RIO LAS VEGAS

VIRGIN HOTELS LAS VEGAS
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At Orizn, we are more than just a brand. We are visionaries, 
unconventional thinkers, and trailblazers. Our mission is to defy 

norms and inspire change in the fashion industry by crafting fabrics 
and garments that cater to every unique shape and size.
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Order Online at
oriznapparel.com





In the heart of Southern Nevada's 
LGBTQ+ community, Aid for AIDS of 
Nevada (AFAN) stands as a testament 

to decades of resilience, service, and 
advocacy. At the helm for over a decade 
is Executive Director Antioco Carrillo, a 
passionate and dedicated leader whose 
personal journey has been deeply 
intertwined with the evolution of HIV 
treatment and awareness in Clark County 
and beyond.
Carrillo, who took over AFAN in January  
2012, has seen the HIV/AIDS epidemic 
from multiple angles over the last 30 years. 
His career began in 1994, a time when the 
virus still carried the weight of a death 
sentence, and the LGBTQ+ community was 
grappling with overwhelming loss.
"In 1994, 1995, there were not enough 
medications, and people were still dying 
regularly. Much of my work then was about 
helping people get their affairs in order, 
preparing for the worst," Carrillo recalls. 
"We would open the door to support 
groups, and you never knew who would 
come back the following week. Sometimes 
they didn’t."
But 1996 marked a turning point with the 
advent of protease inhibitors and other life-
saving medications. Suddenly, people were 
living longer and healthier lives, and with 
that came new challenges—and new hope.
AFAN quickly adapted, shifting from 

palliative care and crisis counseling to 
helping clients navigate the complexities of 
returning to work and rebuilding their lives. 
"People on disability wanted to reenter the 
workforce. So we offered workshops on 
resume building and skill development. It 
wasn’t just about surviving anymore—it was 
about living."
Along with vocational support came 
financial education. Many clients, thinking 
they were going to die, had maxed out 
credit cards and depleted savings. Carrillo 
notes that part of AFAN’s role was helping 
people face the consequences of their 
financial choices and find a sustainable way 
forward.
By the early 2000s, the narrative around 
HIV had changed significantly. No longer 
viewed exclusively as a death sentence, it 
was becoming something people could 
live with—though not without stigma. 
Prevention remained critical, and new 
waves of infections highlighted the need 
for continued outreach.
Then came PrEP, a revolutionary tool in 
prevention that drastically changed the HIV 
landscape. "It boomed," Carrillo says. "But 
the misconception that HIV was 'over' 
became widespread. People relaxed. They 
let their guard down. And infection rates 
persisted."
Clark County today reports an average of 
490 to 500 new HIV diagnoses annually. 

While medications have advanced and the 
message of "undetectable equals 
untransmittable" (U=U) has gained traction, 
Carrillo warns that the fight is far from over. 
"We're running out of combinations of 
therapies. Without new pharmaceutical 
innovation, we could face another crisis."
Compounding the issue is the intersection 
of HIV and poverty. "The biggest risk of 
getting HIV now is that you may become 
poor. Medical costs, employment 
discrimination, housing insecurity—these 
are real challenges for people living with 
HIV."
Federal policies have also put many 
support systems in jeopardy. Under the 
Trump administration, funding for HIV 
prevention and treatment continues to face 
threats as the current administration—
despite unveiling a plan during Trump’s 
previous term to end the HIV epidemic by 
2030—has wavered on its commitments.
Carrillo emphasizes that AFAN’s services 
are vital, and many are tied to federal 
grants. These include:
• Medical case management
• Housing and rental assistance
• Transportation to medical appointments
• Access to first-month rent and deposits
• A 20-unit housing project for low-income 

individuals with HIV
AFAN's holistic approach ensures clients 

Why We Still Walk: Antioco Carrillo and 
AFAN’s Mission to End HIV



stay in care, access necessary treatments, 
and maintain viral suppression. “The social 
service network is what keeps people 
alive,” Carrillo stresses. “It’s not just about 
medicine—it’s about community.”

That sense of community extends to 
AFAN’s broader impact on public health in 
Nevada. The organization has played an 
active role in legislation, education, and 
legal advocacy. Carrillo was vocal in efforts 
to modernize HIV criminalization laws and 
worked on policies that challenged 
discriminatory adoption and housing 
regulations.

He recounts one such instance: a gay 
couple seeking to adopt was denied 
because one partner was HIV positive—
based on regulations from the 1980s. AFAN 
stepped in. “Nobody had updated the 
rules. People just assumed they weren’t 
needed anymore. But they are still being 
used to discriminate.”

AFAN also supports legislative efforts to 
decriminalize HIV exposure and engaged 
with statewide committees focused on 
LGBTQ+ rights and public health. “We write 
letters to Congress. We lobby local officials. 
When policies threaten our clients, we act.”

These actions are grounded in a deep 
understanding of confidentiality and the 
realities people with HIV still face. “We 
don’t pay rent assistance under the AFAN 

name. That’s how deep the stigma still 
goes,” Carrillo explains.

With all of this in mind, one of AFAN’s 
largest public-facing events—the annual 
AIDS Walk—remains a vital rallying point for 
the community.

Set for April 27, 2025, this year’s AIDS Walk 
will be held at the Las Vegas Ballpark, 
marking a shift toward a safer, more 
inclusive environment. Participants will 
walk four laps around the venue in a space 
secured by on-site security, ensuring a 
judgment-free, family-friendly, and pet-
welcoming experience.

“This year, I feel a lot better,” Carrillo admits. 
“At previous parks and venues, I always 
worried about safety. Now, I feel we can 
finally give our community a great 
experience.”

The event is also significant because every 
dollar raised stays local. “We don’t send 
money to a national headquarter. 
Everything supports services here in our 
community,” he emphasizes.

Hundreds of participants and dozens of 
sponsors have already signed on. AFAN’s 
fundraising goal is $150,000—but Carrillo 
hopes to exceed it.

“We have a very loyal base, and every 
person who attends is making an 
investment in their community,” he says. 

“You’re investing in local health, dignity, and 
survival.”

Participants can register as individuals or as 
teams at afanlv.org. A $30 registration fee 
includes a T-shirt, and those who raise 
$100 or more will receive additional swag—
including neon tank tops, water bottles, 
and even Penn & Teller show tickets.

Yes, the legendary duo Penn & Teller will 
return for their 24th year as Grand Marshals. 
“They’ve taken us under their wing,” Carrillo 
says. “They believe in us, and they’ve been 
incredible allies.”

Beyond the fundraising, Carrillo sees the 
AIDS Walk as a day of connection and 
visibility. “The pandemic made it hard to 
know who’s still here. This is a chance for 
the community to reconnect, to see what 
resources still exist, and to remind 
ourselves that the work isn’t done.”

And that, perhaps, is the core message 
Carrillo hopes to leave with readers:

“This organization was created by the 
previous generation who fought tooth and 
nail to survive. It’s our job to honor that 
legacy, to keep fighting, and to make sure 
no one is forgotten. HIV is not over. But 
neither is our determination to end it.”
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It’s True! We Are NOTNOT A Circuit Party Cruise!

“	an approachable experience on board where
  everyone feels like they’re part of the family”

See The World With Your LGBTQ+LGBTQ+ Family!

Use Promo Code

QVEGAS
To Receive 10% Off

Your Reservation
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Do you know
what PrEP is?

401 S Maryland Pkwy
702-802-5432

It’s a once-a-day pill that
reduces your risk of HIV by up to
99%. You can get it at the Arlene
Cooper Community Health
Center inside The Center! 

thecenterlv.org/
health-center

Walk in or schedule an
appointment today.
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THE LGBTQ+ COMMUNITY CENTER OF 
SOUTHERN NEVADA
thecenterlv.org

ACLU
aclunv.org

ADL
lasvegas.adl.org

ALCOHOLICS TOGETHER
alcoholicstogetherlasvegas.com

BEARS LAS VEGAS
bearslv.org

COMMUNITY COUNSELING CENTER OF 
SOUTHERN NEVADA
cccofsn.org

HENDERSON PRIDE
hhendersonpride.org

HUMAN RIGHTS CAMPAIGN
hrc.org

IMPERIAL ROYALE SOVEREIGN COURT OF 
THE DESERT EMPIRE
irscdei.org

LAMBDA BUSINESS ASSOCIATION
lambdalv.com

LAS VEGAS MEN’S CHORUS
lvmenschorus.org

LAS VEGAS PRIME TIMERS
lasvegasprimetimers.com

LEATHER UNIFORM CLUB OF LAS VEGAS 
(LUC OF LV)
lucoflv.com

LEGACY COUNSELING
legacycounselingandworkforceconnections.com

MAMA DRAGONS
mamadragons.org

NEVADA GAY RODEO ASSOCIATION
ngra.com

THE PRIDE TREE
thepridetreelv.com

SILVER STATE EQUALITY
silverstateequality.org

SOUTHERN NEVADA ASIAN PACIFIC 
ISLANDER QUEER SOCIETY
snapiqs.org

YOUNG: EQUAL
youngequal.org

LGBTQ+ Resources

HIV Resources
STI Testing

AID FOR AIDS OF NEVADA (AFAN)
afanlv.org

AIDS HEALTHCARE FOUNDATION (AHF)
aidshealth.org

FARABI WELLNESS CENTER
hpvlv.com

GOLDEN RAINBOW
goldenrainbow.org

HORIZON RIDGE WELLNESS CLINIC
hrcl.org

SIN SITY SISTERS OF PERPETUAL 
INDULGENCE
sinsitysisters.org

THE ARLENE COOPER COMMUNITY 
HEALTH CENTER
thecenterlv.org

AIDS HEALTHCARE FOUNDATION (AHF)
aidshealth.org

FARABI WELLNESS CENTER
hpvlv.com

HUNTRIDGE FAMILY CLINIC
huntridgefamilyclinic.org

SOUTHERN NEVADA HEALTH DISTRICT
southernnevadahealthdistrict.org

UMC
umcsn.com

Email info@qvegas.com to add your organization to our directory.
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