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Whether you're a local or tourist, we always
feature our favorite spots along with all the
new and exciting things our city has to offer.

This week we feature Antioco Carrollo
and AFAN. For over four decades, AFAN
has led the fight against HIV in Nevada.
Executive Director Antioco Carrillo
reflects on the organization’s evolution—
from crisis response to advocacy, care,
and prevention. As the annual AIDS Walk
returns, the community is called to walk
in solidarity, support local services, and
continue the fight.

André Wade of Silver State Equality
shares highlights from Equality Lobby
Day, key LGBTQ+ legislation in Nevada,
and looming federal threats to DEI.
Nevada remains a leader in LGBTQ+
rights, but ongoing advocacy is essential
to protect recent progress.

Russ White & Garrett Pattiani
Publishers, QVegas & QLife Media

Copyright © 2025, VGM LLC. QVegas and QLife are
trademarks of VGM LLC and may be registered in
certain jurisdictions. Promotional consideration in the
form of payment, products, and services may be
received from our advertisers.
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Honey, gather 'round because Mama's about to serve
you some linguistic glam! Picture this: life is a runway,
and you're strutting down in your fiercest, glitziest
ensemble. Each word is a sequin, each phrase a
feather boa, and I'm here to remind you that you are
fabulous. So paint your world with unapologetic color
and sprinkle some shimmer on the ordinary. Keep your
head high, your heels higher, and remember, darling,

you're the star of your own show! /
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MGM RESORTS

INTERNATIONAL

VIRGIN HOTE
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LUXOR

I: 5 LAS VEGAS

WYNN RESORTS

THE VENETIAN RESORT

LAS VEGAS

PALMS
RESORT & CASINO

\When you make a reservation from our website or app you help keep QVegas free. QVegas may earn a commission on your purchase.

I—I Hotels

These hotels have a current HRC
Corporate Equality Index score of 100.

CAESARS ENTERTAINMENT

caesars.com

Caesars Palace

The Cromwell

Flamingo

Harrah's

Horseshoe (formerly Bally's)
The LINQ

Paris

Planet Hollywood

THE VENETIAN RESORT LAS VEGAS

venetianlasvegas.com

These hotels have actively demonstrated
support for the LGBTQ* community but
do not have a current HRC CEI of 100

MGM RESORTS INTERNATIONAL

mgmresorts.com

Aria

Bellagio

The Cosmopolitan of Las Vegas
Delano

Excalibur

Luxor

Mandalay Bay
MGM Grand

New York New York
Park MGM

Vdara

WYNN RESORTS

wynnlasvegas.com

Wynn Las Vegas & Encore Las Vegas
PALMS RESORT & CASINO
RESORTS WORLD LAS VEGAS
RIO LAS VEGAS

VIRGIN HOTELS LAS VEGAS
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RESIDENCY AT THE CLUB EVERY SUNDAY & MONDAY!
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SETH lOITCHAUX
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PIAND PARTY
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Aweekly variety show
featuring Kelly Clinton and
very special guests.

. MUSICAL DIRECTOR Most Thursdays 7:00pm
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VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR EVEN MORE LIVE ENTERTAINMENT AT THECOMPOSERSROOM.COM
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Order Online at
oriznapparel.com

At Orizn, we are more than just a brand. We are visionaries,
unconventional thinkers, and trailblazers. Our mission is to defy
norms and inspire change in the fashion industry by crafting fabrics
and garments that cater to every unique shape and size.
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AMENITIES FEATURES
NEAR THE STRIP - oy < GATED COMMUNITY
e NOW LEASING! SCHEDULE A TOUR TODAY!)

HARDWOOD FLOORS
LAUNDRY FACILITY Immediate move-ins available for GRANITE COUNTERTOPS
HIGH-SPEED INTERNET newly renovated Two Bedroom Apartments! /'STAINLESS STEEL APPLIANCES
ST LTT CALL US TODAY AT 702.463.0667 G

@ WWW.COURTYARD525.COM @ 525 E. ST. LOUIS AVENUE LAS VEGAS, NV 89104

ONE MONTH FREE RENT! & REGEIVE A MOVE-IN GIFT

THIS IS A OAC LIMITED TIME OFFER VALID FOR COURTYARD 525 & STUDIO 629 APARTMENTS WHEN YOU SHOW THIS AD TG LEASING TEAM

& STUDIO

A & APARTMENTS
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LIVE BROADCAST WITH 98.5FM KLUC |FOOD |GIVEAWAYS | ENTERTAINME

PRIME LOCATION

SPARKLING POOL

COYERED PARKING PROPERTY UPGRADES
LAUNDRY FACILITY WINDOW COVERINGS
GATED COMMUNITY ALL ELECTRIC KITCHEN

NEAR LV PREMIUM OI.ITLET.‘.':u_:_, s Aw RD AY MAY zND 1 o AM- 1 PM LARGE SIZED STUDIOS

We invite you to visit and tour our Studio 629 apartments.
Nestled in a prime location minutes away from the Downtown Arts District.

IMMEDIATE MOVE-INS AVAILAﬁbE LEASE SAME DAY & RECEIVE A MOVE-IN GIFT
9 629 MAIN STREET LAS VEGAS, NV 89101 702.476.8931 ® WWW.STUDIO629.COM




Why We Still
AFAN'’s Mission t

LGBTQ+* community, Aid for AIDS of

Nevada (AFAN) stands as a testament
to decades of resilience, service, and
advocacy. At the helm for over a decade
is Executive Director Antioco Carrillo, a
passionate and dedicated leader whose
personal journey has been deeply
intertwined with the evolution of HIV
treatment and awareness in Clark County
and beyond.

I n the heart of Southern Nevada's

Carrillo, who took over AFAN in January
2012, has seen the HIV/AIDS epidemic
from multiple angles over the last 30 years.
His career began in 1994, a time when the
virus still carried the weight of a death
sentence, and the LGBTQ+ community was
grappling with overwhelming loss.

"In 1994, 1995, there were not enough
medications, and people were still dying
regularly. Much of my work then was about
helping people get their affairs in order,
preparing for the worst," Carrillo recalls.
"We would open the door to support
groups, and you hever knew who would
come back the following week. Sometimes
they didn't”

But 1996 marked a turning point with the
advent of protease inhibitors and other life-
saving medications. Suddenly, people were
living longer and healthier lives, and with
that came new challenges—and new hope.

AFAN quickly adapted, shifting from

Aid for

of Nevada

Antioco Carrillo
Executive Director

palliative care and crisis counseling to
helping clients navigate the complexities of
returning to work and rebuilding their lives.
"People on disability wanted to reenter the
workforce. So we offered workshops on
resume building and skill development. It
wasn't just about surviving anymore—it was
about living'

Along with vocational support came
financial education. Many clients, thinking
they were going to die, had maxed out
credit cards and depleted savings. Carrillo
notes that part of AFAN's role was helping
people face the consequences of their
financial choices and find a sustainable way
forward.

By the early 2000s, the narrative around
HIV had changed significantly. No longer
viewed exclusively as a death sentence, it
was becoming something people could
live with—though not without stigma.
Prevention remained critical, and new
waves of infections highlighted the need
for continued outreach.

Then came PrEP, a revolutionary tool in
prevention that drastically changed the HIV
landscape. "It boomed," Carrillo says. "But
the misconception that HIV was ‘over’
became widespread. People relaxed. They
let their guard down. And infection rates
persisted.

Clark County today reports an average of
490 to 500 new HIV diagnoses annually.

While medications have advanced and the
message of "undetectable equals
untransmittable” (U=U) has gained traction,
Carrillo warns that the fight is far from over.
"We're running out of combinations of
therapies. Without new pharmaceutical
innovation, we could face another crisis'

Compounding the issue is the intersection
of HIV and poverty. "The biggest risk of
getting HIV now is that you may become
poor. Medical costs, employment
discrimination, housing insecurity—these
are real challenges for people living with
HIV!

Federal policies have also put many
support systems in jeopardy. Under the
Trump administration, funding for HIV
prevention and treatment continues to face
threats as the current administration—
despite unveiling a plan during Trump's
previous term to end the HIV epidemic by
2030—has wavered on its commitments.

Carrillo emphasizes that AFAN's services
are vital, and many are tied to federal
grants. These include:

+ Medical case management

+ Housing and rental assistance

- Transportation to medical appointments

- Access to first-month rent and deposits

+ A 20-unit housing project for low-income
individuals with HIV

AFAN's holistic approach ensures clients



stay in care, access necessary treatments,
and maintain viral suppression. “The social
service network is what keeps people
alive," Carrillo stresses. “It's not just about
medicine—it's about community.

That sense of community extends to
AFAN's broader impact on public health in
Nevada. The organization has played an
active role in legislation, education, and
legal advocacy. Carrillo was vocal in efforts
to modernize HIV criminalization laws and
worked on policies that challenged
discriminatory adoption and housing
regulations.

He recounts one such instance: a gay
couple seeking to adopt was denied
because one partner was HIV positive—
based on regulations from the 1980s. AFAN
stepped in. “Nobody had updated the
rules. People just assumed they weren't
needed anymore. But they are still being
used to discriminate.”

AFAN also supports legislative efforts to
decriminalize HIV exposure and engaged
with statewide committees focused on
LGBTQ+ rights and public health. “We write
letters to Congress. We lobby local officials.
When policies threaten our clients, we act”

These actions are grounded in a deep
understanding of confidentiality and the
realities people with HIV still face. “We
don't pay rent assistance under the AFAN
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name. That's how deep the stigma still
goes," Carrillo explains.

With all of this in mind, one of AFAN's
largest public-facing events—the annual
AIDS Walk—remains a vital rallying point for
the community.

Set for April 27, 2025, this year's AIDS Walk
will be held at the Las Vegas Ballpark,
marking a shift toward a safer, more
inclusive environment. Participants will
walk four laps around the venue in a space
secured by on-site security, ensuring a
judgment-free, family-friendly, and pet-
welcoming experience.

“This year, | feel a lot better," Carrillo admits.
‘At previous parks and venues, | always
worried about safety. Now, | feel we can
finally give our community a great
experience.”

The event is also significant because every
dollar raised stays local. “We don't send
money to a national headquarter.
Everything supports services here in our
community,” he emphasizes.

Hundreds of participants and dozens of
sponsors have already signed on. AFAN's
fundraising goal is $150,000—but Carrillo
hopes to exceed it.

“We have a very loyal base, and every
person who attends is making an
investment in their community," he says.

“You're investing in local health, dignity, and
survival”

Participants can register as individuals or as
teams at afanlv.org. A $30 registration fee
includes a T-shirt, and those who raise
$100 or more will receive additional swag—
including neon tank tops, water bottles,
and even Penn & Teller show tickets.

Yes, the legendary duo Penn & Teller will
return for their 24th year as Grand Marshals.
“They've taken us under their wing," Carrillo
says. “They believe in us, and they've been
incredible allies”

Beyond the fundraising, Carrillo sees the
AIDS Walk as a day of connection and
visibility. “The pandemic made it hard to
know who's still here. This is a chance for
the community to reconnect, to see what
resources still exist, and to remind
ourselves that the work isn't done”’

And that, perhaps, is the core message
Carrillo hopes to leave with readers:

“This organization was created by the
previous generation who fought tooth and
nail to survive. It's our job to honor that
legacy, to keep fighting, and to make sure
no one is forgotten. HIV is not over. But
neither is our determination to end it”
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n April 16, 2025, a powerful
Or::oa lition of advocates from across

the Silver State gathered in Carson
City for Equality Lobby Day—an annual
effort to make sure Nevada's LGBTQ+
community is heard, seen, and protected
within the halls of power. At the helm of
the effort is André Wade, the State
Director of Silver State Equality, whose
steady leadership and deep experience
continue to steer the fight for justice in a
climate where rights are increasingly
under attack across the country.

‘Equality Lobby Day was powerful,” Wade
told QVegas. "“We had about 50 people join
us from Las Veegas, Reno, Carson City, and
beyond. They came to meet with state
legislators, advocate for our priority bills,
attend a press conference, and even be
recognized on the Senate floor. It was a day
where people really felt they had a voice.
They left inspired and engaged”

The Legislative Frontlines

Equality Lobby Day wasn't just
ceremonial—it was strategic. The day's
focus was on supporting several key bills
that directly impact the LGBTQ+
community. Three bills in particular have
emerged as top priorities for Silver State
Equality and the broader Nevada Equality
Coalition.

First is Senate Bill 171, a revised version of
a "gender-affirming care shield law" that
Governor Joe Lombardo vetoed in the
previous legislative session. Wade
explained that the revised bill includes new
language designed to address concerns
raised by the governor last year—especially
around maintaining parental consent for
minors and clarifying that the law does not
undermine the executive branch's
oversight.

“Last year, the governor vetoed SB171 citing
concerns about oversight." Wade said. “But
that same session, he signed a related bill
prohibiting discrimination in insurance
coverage for gender-affirming care. We're
hoping the changes we've made to the
new bill—emphasizing parental consent
and preserving state authority—will be
enough to get it passed and signed this
time.”

Second is SB352, introduced by Senator

Melanie Scheible. This bill expands existing
non-discrimination protections in insurance
coverage to include sexual orientation and
other protected classes. A similar bill
covering gender identity passed last
session and was signed into law. This
expansion recently passed the Senate by a
17-4 vote—including support from four
Republican senators—and is now making
its way through the Assembly.

“This was a huge win,” Wade said. “Its rare
these days to see bipartisan support for
LGBTQ+ protections, but this vote showed
it's still possible in Nevada.

The third priority bill is AB416, sponsored
by Assemblymember Brittney Miller. This
legislation would prohibit book banning—a
rising trend across the US. often used to
silence LGBTQ* voices and narratives.

“\We're still waiting for AB416 to get a floor
vate, but it's critical,” said Wade. "Book bans
disproportionately target LGBTQ+ authors
and stories. This bill says we won' tolerate
censorship in Nevada'

In addition to these three priority bills,
Silver State Equality is tracking and
supporting roughly 13 other legislative
efforts that can be found on their website.

Overcoming the Veto

Wade emphasized the challenge—and
opportunity—of reintroducing SB171 after
last year's veto. Though Governor
Lombardo's reasoning was unclear, Wade
and his team took a proactive approach
this session.

“We added clarifying language that
underscores parental involvement and
ensures the bill doesn't limit executive
power," he explained. "Now, we're focused
on educating lawmakers and the
governor's staff about those updates. The
goal is to build enough support to not only
pass the bill but ensure it's signed into law.

Despite unanimous Republican opposition
in the Commerce and Labor Committee,
Wade remains cautiously optimistic. “We're
hoping to change some minds on the
Senate floor.' he said. "This bill protects
providers of gender-affirming care. It's
about safety, privacy, and making sure
Nevada isn't a hostile state for trans
people’”

Nevada: A Leader in LGBTQ+ Equality

Wade proudly notes that Nevada
consistently ranks as one of the most
LGBTQ+-friendly states in the country.
“We've moved beyond the basics of non-
discrimination,” he said. "Now we're
addressing nuanced issues like provider
protections, book bans, and
comprehensive insurance coverage.

National organizations have taken notice. In
2021, USA Today named Nevada the best
state for LGBTQ+ people to live, citing
progressive laws and inclusive
communities. The Human Rights
Campaign's Equality Index also ranks
Nevada near the top.

“This reputation helps us attract LGBTQ+
residents, tourists, and businesses," said
Wade. "And as other states roll back rights,
Nevada becomes even more important as
a safe and welcoming place”

DEI Under Threat: A Federal Storm
Brewing

While Nevada remains a progressive
bubble at the state level, Wade warns of
looming threats from the federal
government—especially under the current
administration's aggressive rollback of DEI
initiatives.

‘Right now, we haven't seen direct impacts
on the LGBTQ+ community in Nevada, but
we're already losing federal grants tied to
DEI" Wade explained. “Some of those
grants were meant to support LGBTQ*
health research at universities.

There's also anxiety about the potential
impact on Medicaid coverage for gender-
affirming care. A proposed federal rule
could significantly limit what's covered—
and when,

And the threats don't stop there.

“We're anticipating a potential executive
order that could target nonprofits engaged
in LGBTQ+, climate, or immigration
advocacy,” said Wade. “This could affect
nonprofit status, funding, or operations for
many of the organizations doing essential
community work'

The uncertainty has forced Silver State
Equality to brace for impact. “We're
preparing to pivot." Wade said. “We may
need to change our programming, shift our
pricrities, and respond quickly to protect
our communities”

How to Stay Involved

Nevada's legislative session only lasts 120
days every two years, but Wade
encourages year-round engagement.

“The best way to stay informed is through
NELIS—the Nevada Electronic Legislative
Information System,” he advised. "You can
track bills, watch hearings, and get alerts.”

For those looking to take the next step,
Wade encourages community members to
consider running for office.

With leaders like André Wade and
organizations like Silver State Equality at
the helm, Nevada is not just walking the
walk—it's leading the way. Visit
silverstateequality.org for more info.
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PARC

DENTISTRY

SERVICES

General Dentistry
Crowns
Dentures
Veneers
Implants
Emergency
Invisalign
Botox & Fillers

S

"
725.250.2840

@

parcsdentistry.com

¥

2840 E. Flamingo Rd. Suite G.
Las Vegas, NV 89121
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’ Serving the LGETQ Community of Nevada

Do you know
what is?

It’s a once-a-day pill that
reduces your risk of HIV by up to
99%. You can get it at the Arlene
Cooper Community Health
Center inside The Center!

Walk in or schedule an
appointment today.

thecenterlv.org/
health-center

401 S Maryland Pkwy
702-802-5432
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LGBTQ* Resources

THE LGBTQ+* COMMUNITY CENTER OF
SOUTHERN NEVADA

thecenterlv.org

ACLU

aclunv.org

ADL

lasvegas.adl.org

ALCOHOLICS TOGETHER

alcoholicstogetherlasvegas.com

BEARS LAS VEGAS

bearslv.org

COMMUNITY COUNSELING CENTER OF
SOUTHERN NEVADA

cccofsn.org

HENDERSON PRIDE

hhendersonpride.org

HUMAN RIGHTS CAMPAIGN

hrc.org

IMPERIAL ROYALE SOVEREIGN COURT OF
THE DESERT EMPIRE

irscdei.org

LAMBDA BUSINESS ASSOCIATION

lambdalv.com

LAS VEGAS MEN'S CHORUS

lvmenschorus.org

LAS VEGAS PRIME TIMERS
lasvegasprimetimers.com

LEATHER UNIFORM CLUB OF LAS VEGAS
(LUC OF LV)

lucoflv.com

LEGACY COUNSELING

legacycounselingandworkforceconnections.com

MAMA DRAGONS

mamadragons.org

NEVADA GAY RODEO ASSOCIATION

ngra.com

THE PRIDE TREE

thepridetreelv.com

SILVER STATE EQUALITY
silverstateequality.org

SOUTHERN NEVADA ASIAN PACIFIC
ISLANDER QUEER SOCIETY

snapigs.org

YOUNG: EQUAL

youngequal.org

“ HIV Resources

AID FOR AIDS OF NEVADA (AFAN)

afanlv.org

AIDS HEALTHCARE FOUNDATION (AHF)
aidshealth.org

FARABI WELLNESS CENTER

hpvlv.com

GOLDEN RAINBOW

goldenrainbow.org

HORIZON RIDGE WELLNESS CLINIC
hrclorg

SIN SITY SISTERS OF PERPETUAL
INDULGENCE

sinsitysisters.org
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Dine Out
DUG for AFAN

summerlin - Town Square - Henderson
April 27 - May 4

show this ad to your server and a porhon
of your tab will be donated to AFAN in
support of the AIDS wWalk Las Vegas!

MOBILE ORDER USE CODE: 16AFA

JOIN PENN & TELLER FOR THE 35th ANNUAL

WAILK ” SUNDAY

FESTIVAL

“WALK 10 -?/fﬁ.;m l’ y[ PENN

Il REGISTER AT V. =4, “TELLER

Become a
Victim
Advocate
=T e CENTER
\ ADVOCACY
Y NETWORK

Apply by:

Trainings hald:

FENTANYL
TESTING STRIPS
ARE AVAILABLE
FOR FREE AT

Is your child exploring their identity

as lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender, or queer?

Email info@qvegas.com to add your organization to our directory.

P 4 STl Testing

THE ARLENE COOPER COMMUNITY
HEALTH CENTER

thecenterlv.org

AIDS HEALTHCARE FOUNDATION (AHF)
aidshealth.org

FARABI WELLNESS CENTER

hpvlv.com

HUNTRIDGE FAMILY CLINIC

huntridgefamilyclinic.org

SOUTHERN NEVADA HEALTH DISTRICT

southernnevadahealthdistrict.org

UMC

umcsn.com

FOOD

DISTRIBUTION

Every Wednesday of the month
9:30-11:30 AM
401S. Maryland Pkwy

First come, first served
while supplies last.
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