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P}.IFVING LGBTQ+ VOICES ‘E 1978

SCORPIO

May 2024

Honey, let me spill the celestial tea for all you Scorpio divas
out there, because May 2024 is gonna be a month full of
drama, but the good kind, darling! The stars are aligning to
serve you a cocktail of passion, transformation, and a pinch
of mystery that will have you gagging. It's time to strut into
your power, embrace your inner queen, and let the world
know who's boss. Opportunities are knocking, so put on
those heels, throw on your most fabulous outfit, and sashay away into your destiny.
Remember, you're fierce, you're fabulous, and nobody does it quite like a Scorpio. Keep
that stinger ready, because this month, you're not just participating, you're owning the

\_runway of life! -
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Summer is almost here! Get your tickets
to the HRC Gala on May 11, Temptation
Sundays opens May 12, and dust off your
cowboy boots for the NGRA Big Horn
Rodeo May 24-26.
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CHIPPENDALES

The Chippendales, an iconic name in entertainment, offer a
dynamic blend of sex appeal and tasteful teasing in their highly
acclaimed shows. Celebrated for their engaging and interactive
performances, these shows feature elite, physically fit men who
captivate audiences worldwide. Routinely awarded the title of
“Best Male Revue” by the Las Vegas Review Journal, the
Chippendales are a staple in Las Vegas and globally, attracting
nearly two million viewers annually. As they mark over four
decades in the industry and 22 years at the Rio Hotel & Casino,
their enduring popularity is bolstered by frequent appearances on
major television shows and strategic celebrity guest hosting,
maintaining their status as a premier entertainment choice for

diverse audiences.
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2024 HUMAN RIGHTS CAMPAIGN
LAS VEGAS GALA

SATURDAY, MAY 11, 2024
2024 HONOREES

TRAILBLAZER FOR EQUALITY VISIBILITY
EQUALITY AWARD AWARD AWARD

L DR. DERIONNE P. POLLARD, RON QUINN.TRANSACTION BIG FREEDIA HIP-HOP
| PRESIDENT, NEVADA STATE UNIVERSITY SPECIALIST, ACCELERATED ARTIST, TV PERSONALITY
ESCROW COMPANY & CULTURAL INFLUENCER

EIUGI‘; AT I‘SI TABLES, TICKETS &SPONSORSHIPS NOW AVAILABLE

CAMPAIGN, lasvegas.hrc.org/events/las-vegas-dinner

This election season, the QVegas website will host a comprehensive and insightful webpage dedicated to the 2024 elections for the state
of Nevada, offering a treasure trove of information tailored to the LGBTQ+ community.

This page aims to serve as a one-stop destination for voters seeking clarity on the electoral process, key dates, candidate profiles, and
important issues at stake within the state. Emphasizing inclusivity and accessibility, it will provide resources on voter registration, polling
locations, and methods to vote, ensuring every voice in the community is heard.

To receive updates about the Voter Guide, please register at QVegas.com/vote.
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Derek Daniels: &
A Life in Motion @&

‘rom Hawaiian Shores |

to\Vegas Stagesk

by Garrett Pattiani

In the world of performance, few artists
embody the spirit of their culture and the
essence of showbiz as vividly as Derek
Daniels. From the lush landscapes of
Hawaii to the glittering lights of
Broadway, Paris and Las Vegas, Derek's
journey through dance, teaching, and
choreography speaks to a life richly lived.
As we sit down with this storied
performer, he shares insights from his
impressive career, his ongoing projects,
and his future aspirations.

Roots in Rhythm

Born and raised in Kaneohe, Hawaii,
Derek's initial steps into the world of
performance were influenced heavily by
his rich Tahitian and Hawaiian heritage. "It
began with hula at a young age," Derek
recalls, describing his early days learning
under the guidance of his cousin, Palani
Kahala, a master Kumu Hula. "Being part of
a family deeply embedded in hula, it wasn't
just an option; it was a way of life’

His passion for dance expanded during his
high school years as he explored jazz,
ballet, and modern dance, always
intertwining these with his foundation in
Hawaiian and Polynesian dance. This blend
of traditional and contemporary styles not
only shaped his artistic voice but also
paved the way for his global journey in
dance.

From Island Stages to International Fame

After high school, Derek's talent catapulted
him from the local stages of Guam to the
bustling cities of Japan, the Moulin Rouge
in Paris, the Bolshoi theatre in Moscow and
eventually to Broadway. "My first
international break came when | moved to
Guam, performing in Polynesian shows," he

shares. The pursuit of dance then o hi

s
e

to Osaka, Japan, where he spent years
teaching a blend of hula, ballet, jazz, and
modern dance.

The bright lights of New York City
beckoned in the early '80s. Derek's break
into mainstream American entertainment
came unexpectedly when he and a friend
attended an audition for the TV series
Fame in Los Angeles, landing roles that
would later take him back to New York.
"That audition wasn't just a job; it was the
opening of a new chapter," Derek reflects.

His time in New York and Paris was a
whirlwind of opportunity. From starring in
Cats on Broadway, lead dancer in the
Moulin Rouge to choreographing for
celebrities like Grace Jones, Hugh
Jackman, Boy George, The Pet Shop Boys,
and Salt N Pepa. Derek has performed all
throughout Europe including Vienna,
Berlin, Rome, Greece, and Switzerland to
name a few. Derek’s career was a
testament to his versatility and magnetic
charisma.

Embracing Las Vegas

The allure of Las Vegas eventually drew
Derek into its orbit. The city's vibrant
entertainment scene offered a new stage
for his talents. "Vegas seemed like the
culmination of everything I'd experienced

and learned along the way," Derek explains.

His work in Vegas has been a blend of
production, direction, and performance,
creating shows that dazzle and inspire.

Celebrating Heritage and Culture

Today, Derek is focusing on a new project,
a Luau show for Gipsy Las Vegas in honor
of Asian American Pacific Islander Month.

"This show is not just about entertainment;
it's an educational journey through the
history and culture of Hawaii," he says.
Using his deep knowledge of Polynesian
culture, Derek aims to craft a show that
combines authentic Hawaiian dance with
the spectacle of Las Vegas.

Legacy and Advice:As our conversation
turns to legacy, Derek's thoughts are on the
future and the impact he hopes to leave.
"My goal has always been to touch
people's lives, to teach and share the
beauty of dance," he says. For young
performers just starting out, he advises,
"Know yourself, be open to learning, and
focus on sharing your art, and not on
becoming a star’

Derek Daniels has lived a life that many
only dream of, a journey through dance
that has taken him from the shores of
Hawaii to stages across the world. As we
look forward to his upcoming show in Las
Vegas, it's clear that Derek's story is one of
passion, dedication, and the relentless
pursuit of artistic expression. In a world that
often focuses on the destination, Derek
Daniels reminds us that the journey itself is
where the dance really happens.

Derek Daniels’ Upcoming Shows

AAPI Month Celebration Luau at Gipsy Las
Vegas on May 11, May 18, May 25, and June 1.

Regular Performances at various venues in
Las Veegas, showcasing a blend of traditional
Polynesian and modern dance styles.

Derek Daniels' vibrant career and his
dynamic presence both on and off the stage
offers QVegas readers a glimpse into the life
of a truly remarkable performer.
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RODEO IDOL

Nevada Gay Rodeo Association

2024 BIGHORN RODED BUCKLE %.IﬁwEm?(

e

BigHurnRodeu.cn"ﬁi

The Nevada Gay Rodeo Association and BigHorn Rodeo believes in supporting and promoting the Country and
Western lifestyle through rodeo, dance, entertainment, and community outreach. To that end we are officially

announcing the BigHorn Rodeo Idol 2024 competition. We hope to use this competition to expose and reward the

talent that is so abundant in our community, but not always showcased.

”"Simply put, Ride the Cyclone
is the most joyful, hilarious,
life affirming musical comedy
about a tragic roller coaster
accident you'll ever see!”

A i -
RIDE THE CYCLONE THE MUSICAL
Majestic Repertory Theatre
majesticrepertory.com

"Ride the Cyclone" is a musical about teen choir singers
navigating the afterlife to sing their way back to earth
after a fatal accident.




Empowering ALL
to live authentic lives.

the center

Serving the LGBTQ Community of Nevada
\

LGBTQIA+ Programs & Services
Health Services: HIV & STD/STI Testing, PrEP Navigation
Youth & Family Services
Recovery Support Groups
Community Groups & Programs
Special Events

thecenterlv.org | 702.802.5432 | 401 S. Maryland Pkwy



LGBTQ+ Resources

THE LGBTQ+* COMMUNITY CENTER OF
SOUTHERN NEVADA

thecenterlv.org

ACLU

aclunv.org

ADL

lasvegas.adl.org

ALCOHOLICS TOGETHER

alcoholicstogetherlasvegas.com

BEARS LAS VEGAS

bearslv.org

COMMUNITY COUNSELING CENTER OF
SOUTHERN NEVADA

cccofsn.org

HENDERSON PRIDE

hhendersonpride.org

HUMAN RIGHTS CAMPAIGN

hrc.org

IMPERIAL ROYALE SOVEREIGN COURT OF

THE DESERT EMPIRE

desertempire.org

LAMBDA BUSINESS ASSOCIATION

lambdalv.com

LAS VEGAS MEN'S CHORUS

lvmenschorus.org

LAS VEGAS PRIME TIMERS

lasvegasprimetimers.com

LAS VEGAS TRANSPRIDE
lasvegastranspride.org

LEATHER UNIFORM CLUB OF LAS VEGAS
(LUC OF LV)

lucoflv.com

LEGACY COUNSELING

legacycounselingandworkforceconnections.com

MAMA DRAGONS

mamadragons.org

NEVADA GAY RODEO ASSOCIATION

ngra.com

THE PRIDE TREE

thepridetreelv.com

SILVER STATE EQUALITY
silverstateequality.org

SOUTHERN NEVADA ASIAN PACIFIC
ISLANDER QUEER SOCIETY

snapigs.org

YOUNG: EQUAL

youngequal.org

Email info@qvegas.com to add your organization to our directory.

‘ HIV Resources

AID FOR AIDS OF NEVADA (AFAN)

afanlv.org

AIDS HEALTHCARE FOUNDATION (AHF)
aidshealth.org

GOLDEN RAINBOW

goldenrainbow.org

HORIZON RIDGE WELLNESS CLINIC
hrclorg

SIN SITY SISTERS OF PERPETUAL
INDULGENCE

sinsitysisters.org

STl Testing

THE ARLENE COOPER COMMUNITY
HEALTH CENTER

thecenterlv.org

AIDS HEALTHCARE FOUNDATION (AHF)
aidshealth.org

HUNTRIDGE FAMILY CLINIC

huntridgefamilyclinic.org

SOUTHERN NEVADA HEALTH DISTRICT

southernnevadahealthdistrict.org

UMC

umcsn.com

COMMUNITY EVENTS

— )
Let us know about your
upcoming non-profit event.

Email info@qlifemedia.com
or tag #qvegas in your Facebook event.
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YOUTH Aé:IS SHOWCASE

Commemorating National
Youth HIV Awareness Day!

ages 13-

SATURDAY
5/11/24

12 - 4PM Artists and Pai enter the “Design an Original AIDS

4015S. Maryland Pkwy Ribbon rst 10 contestants.

ys  Photo Booth
e HIV Testing

i To register to perform, scan the QR code or visit:
1 thecenterlv.org/form/youth-artist-showcase

Questions? Contact Kiande at 702-802-5412
or kjakada@thecenterlv.org

AA.G.E.N.T.S

2 7 BigHorn
§ / // } %nge
‘AﬁT : E32 3 35 5 S9N
A

P 232 5% MAY
MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND — 2Ma=26

**«4***# SO Ak

y  HORSEMAN'S PARK
SRCOHDOEOOL AT‘\)(\:/:S‘SSE %31’ iC f) 5800 EL:LSA:EIQZ;Q 23
il AN

TWITTER/X; NEVADAGAYRODEO



Ilé 'L .= ¢
PEOPLE [ Lfa 1|
—— PURPOSE , | ]TYTE

F |=R Sujili ClOENFTARE T
y PHUGRESS § N ?Ips"
CAMPAIGN, one aomission - TWo cLULS
* THURSO! v 46 2024 - 1

2024 HUMAN RIGHTS CAMPAIGN < N

CODAK - GUATAMEX + JAESYUN - JIRAFA

LAS VEGAS GALA JOHN JOSEPH - K SWIFT - LASER FOX - MATT SUAVE
MAY 11, 2024

bent ( : : cncKIﬁuEmm&

INN & PUB 4 LAS VEGAS

LAS VEGAS _
R 2rivic A n g

e

f37run oQ
NIGHTCLUB

HVIDED BAR

N

( ) VENUE OF THE WEEK

Flex Cocktail Lounge, a cherished establishment nestled in the vibrant heart of Las Vegas at 501 E
Twain Ave, has been a cornerstone of the local nightlife scene for over 30 years. Renowned for its
welcoming, small-town ambiance set within the bustling energy of the city, Flex offers a unique blend
of comfort and excitement, catering to both Las Vegas locals and tourists alike.

COCKTAIL LOUNGE

Open 24/7, this bar, club, and lounge provides an array of entertainment options that cater to a wide
range of tastes. Whether you're looking for a relaxing night out with friends or an energetic evening
filled with dancing and live performances, Flex has something to offer everyone.

Each week at Flex is packed with themed nights and special events that promise memorable
experiences. Tuesdays feature "Classic Tuesdays,” where guests can step back in time from 8 PM to 1
AM with Hall of Fame DJ RC. On these nights, the lounge comes alive with the sounds of vintage vinyl
and turntables,

Wednesdays transform the venue into a vibrant karaoke bar with "FlexVIBE Karaoke" from g PM until
late. Hosted by the charismatic Mr. Rey, this event invites patrons to take the stage and showcase their
singing talents in a fun and supportive environment. It's a perfect opportunity for guests to let loose,
enjoy the camaraderie, and sing their hearts out.

The excitement continues into Thursdays with the "My O My Show" at 9 PM, hosted by the fabulous
Stephanie Danderson. This event features a variety of live performances, including drag shows and
musical acts, providing an eclectic and entertaining evening that celebrates diversity and artistry.

Club Flex takes over on Thursdays and Fridays starting at 10 PM, with electrifying DJ sets from DJK
and DJ Iris. These nights are dedicated to dance and music lovers, featuring
live sets that keep the energy high and the dance floor buzzing until the
early hours.

Drink specials are 2-8 happy hour twice daily (am&pm).

Flex Cocktail Lounge is more than just a bar—it's a community hub where
the old meets new, and everyone is welcome. With its robust schedule of READ MORE IN THE APP

events, friendly atmosphere, and relentless commitment to providing a oad on th
/2 D
safe, entertaining space for all, Flex continues to be a beloved destination ' A)gnsasigree

in Las Vegas's nightlife landscape.
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