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Thank You Samantha & Andre for 
Delivering QVegas All Over Town!

Whether you’re a local or tourist, we always 
feature our favorite spots along with all the 
new and exciting things our city has to offer.

EDC Week 2025 in Las Vegas merges the 
iconic Electric Daisy Carnival with vibrant 
LGBTQ+ events across the city. From pool 
parties to drag showcases, and 
partnerships from QVegas and local 
venues, it’s a celebration of music, 
identity, and unapologetic pride.

Balla Italian Soul at SAHARA Las Vegas 
unveils a vibrant new dinner menu 
blending coastal Italian tradition with 
modern flair. From handmade pastas to 
36-hour short ribs and elegant seafood, 
the experience is soulful, seasonal, and 
unforgettable.

In addition to EDC, this weekend is also 
Henderson Pride at Water Street Plaza, 
then grab your cowboy hat and head over 
to Horseman’s Park for the NGRA Big Horn 
Rodeo Memorial Day Weekend!

Russ White & Garrett Pattiani
Publishers, QVegas & QLife Media

Copyright © 2025, VGM LLC. QVegas and QLife are 
trademarks of VGM LLC and may be registered in 

certain jurisdictions. Promotional consideration in the 
form of payment, products, and services may be 

received from our advertisers.

LEO  
MAY 2025

Honey, gather 'round and listen up! As the fabulous 

queen of the jungle, May 2025 has the spotlight 

shining bright on you, my darling Leo! You're strutting 

into this month with confidence that could rival the 

fiercest runway walk. Glamour and drama are your co-

stars, so prepare for romance and passion to take 

center stage. Don't hold back those roars of fierce 

determination. The universe is your stage; perform with 

all your heart! Werk it, queen!

View this week’s horoscopes at qvegas.com/horoscopes-are-a-drag.

HOROSCOPES ARE A DRAG™

THE VENETIAN RESORT 
LAS VEGAS

CAESARS 
ENTERTAINMENT

MGM RESORTS 
INTERNATIONAL

PALMS
RESORT & CASINO

VIRGIN HOTELS
LAS VEGAS

WYNN RESORTS

LUXOR

When you make a reservation from our website or app you help keep QVegas free. QVegas may earn a commission on your purchase. 

Hotels

These hotels have a current HRC 
Corporate Equality Index score of 100.

CAESARS ENTERTAINMENT
caesars.com

Caesars Palace
The Cromwell
Flamingo
Harrah’s
Horseshoe (formerly Bally’s)
The LINQ
Paris
Planet Hollywood

THE VENETIAN RESORT LAS VEGAS
venetianlasvegas.com

These hotels have actively demonstrated 
support for the LGBTQ+ community but 
do not have a current HRC CEI of 100

MGM RESORTS INTERNATIONAL
mgmresorts.com

Aria
Bellagio
The Cosmopolitan of Las Vegas
Delano 
Excalibur
Luxor
Mandalay Bay
MGM Grand
New York New York
Park MGM
Vdara

WYNN RESORTS
wynnlasvegas.com

Wynn Las Vegas & Encore Las Vegas

PALMS RESORT & CASINO

RESORTS WORLD LAS VEGAS

RIO LAS VEGAS

VIRGIN HOTELS LAS VEGAS
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Each spring, a wave of glitter, LED 
lights, and global sound rushes into 
Las Vegas, transforming the city into 

an epicenter of dance, self-expression, 
and radiant energy. This year, EDC Las 
Vegas 2025 returns with more power than 
ever before, and it’s not just about the 
three-day mainstage extravaganza at the 
Las Vegas Motor Speedway. The heart of 
the celebration lies in the week leading 
up to it—EDC Week—where the city 
pulses with pre-parties, poolside 
soundscapes, and for many in our 
community, queer pride shining as 
brightly as the pyrotechnics in the desert 
sky.

At QVegas, we don’t just observe the 
festival from the sidelines. We live it, 
breathe it, and this year, we’re proud to play 
a role in shaping it. Through our 
partnerships with LE Parties, Ultra Load, 
Gipsy Nightclub, and Piranha Nightclub, 
we’re amplifying the LGBTQ+ experiences 
that make EDC Week more than a festival – 
it’s a cultural moment.

More Than a Festival: What EDC 2025 Has 
in Store
Electric Daisy Carnival Las Vegas runs May 
16–18 at the Las Vegas Motor Speedway 
(7000 N Las Vegas Blvd). With over 200+ 
artists scheduled to perform across 16 
uniquely designed stages, this is more than 
a music festival – it's a technicolor dream. 
From the high-octane energy of 
kineticFIELD to the experimental vibes at 
neonGARDEN, Insomniac is curating a 
world where sound, art, and spirit collide.
This year's big names include:
TIESTO, David Guetta, FISHER, Dom Dolla, 
Rezz, and Zedd
 LGBTQ+ favorites like Masha Mar, Sequel, 
and Leandro Justen – proving dance music 
is, and always has been, queer at its core
But EDC isn’t confined to the Speedway. It 
spills out across the city. And that's where 
our community comes alive.
Virgin Hotels Las Vegas: The LGBTQ+ 
Home Base
This year, Virgin Hotels Las Vegas (4455 

Paradise Rd) is not only an official EDC 
partner, but also the unofficial heartbeat of 
the LGBTQ+ experience. As the host of 
Hotel EDC, Virgin is offering:

 Curated room experiences

 Exclusive shuttle access to the Speedway

Daily pool parties featuring artists like 
Tchami, Nora En Pure, and Walker & Royce

 A perfect midway point between nightlife 
venues like Gipsy and Piranha

Virgin has partnered with our community 
venues because it understands: Pride is not 
a weekend. It's a way of life.

EDC Week 2025 isn’t about choosing 
between the festival and the city’s thriving 
LGBTQ+ nightlife. It’s about stitching the 
two together into one unforgettable, 
affirming, and euphoric experience. From 
the Speedway to the Strip, from LED-lit 
stages to poolside drag, this is our moment 
to dance under the electric sky—loud, 
proud, and together.

Dancing Under the Electric Sky:
EDC Week 2025 and the LGBTQ+ 
Celebration Taking Over Las Vegas



The Queer Pulse of EDC Week: LGBTQ+ Events That Matter
Thursday, May 15
INTENSITY: Hyper Drive | Presented by LE Parties
Where: Gipsy Nightclub (4605 Paradise Rd)
LE Parties is known for transforming nightlife into full-scale production, and 
this night will be no exception. Hosted by Jessica Wild and June Jambalaya, 
with beats by Dan Slater and Jace M, INTENSITY will launch EDC Week with 
strobe-lit, glitter-fueled force.
Friday, May 16
Ultra Load Pool Party – Day 1
Where: Alexis Park Resort (375 E Harmon Ave)
Let’s be honest: it’s not EDC Week unless you start it half-naked by a pool 
with your queer family. Ultra Load is the only all-weekend LGBTQ+ pool series 
and includes DJs like Tony Moran, Orel Sabag, and Deanne.
That night, head straight to Piranha Nightclub (4633 Paradise Rd) for Fetish Friday + Latin 
Caliente, featuring international DJ Kidd Madonny and a midnight performance by Adore 
Delano.
Saturday, May 17
Ultra Load – Day 2: Wigged Out
Drag meets disco meets daytime delirium. Hosted by queens like Jorgeous and Kornbread 
Jeté, this themed party blends high camp with house music.
EDC Night 2 delivers some of the biggest drops of the weekend: Kaskade Redux, Chris 
Lake B2B FISHER, and Seven Lions.
Later, back at Gipsy, experience Body Heat with DJ Hector Fonseca.
Sunday, May 18
Ultra Load: Recovery Edition
We wind down in style with Ben Bakson on the decks, cold cocktails, and cabanas.
Then it’s off to the final night at EDC – with Rezz, Zedd, and Dom Dolla closing out a 
weekend we’ll never forget.
Piranha keeps the party alive with Sunday Service Drag Showcase, hosted by Desree D. St. 
James.

Date Day Day Event Night Event After-Hours

May 15 Thursday LE Parties: 
INTENSITY

May 16 Friday Ultra Load Pool Party (Day 1) EDC Night 1 Piranha: Fetish Friday

May 17 Saturday Ultra Load Pool Party (Wigged Out) EDC Night 2 Gipsy: Body Heat

May 18 Sunday Ultra Load Pool Party (Wigged Out) EDC Night 3 Piranha: Drag 
Showcase



Some meals are merely eaten. Others 
are remembered, retold, and 
dreamt about for days after. Our 

dinner at Balla Italian Soul, located inside 
the revitalized SAHARA Las Vegas, was 
emphatically the latter. It was an elegant, 
earthy, and deeply satisfying culinary 
journey through modern coastal Italian 
cuisine—equal parts tradition and 
innovation.
We walked into Balla with its airy 
Mediterranean glow and smart, unfussy 
sophistication. Our server, Daniela, greeted 
us with a warmth that felt more like being 
welcomed to someone’s family table than 
seated at a luxury restaurant. She's the kind 
of server who remembers your wine from 
three courses back and casually drops 
knowledge about the dairy sourcing 
behind the cheese. A gem.
First Impressions: A Calm Canvas for 
Culinary Art
Tucked into a corner of the SAHARA's 
eclectic dining wing, Balla Italian Soul feels 
like an escape from the clamor of The Strip. 
The design is open yet intimate, polished 
but not pretentious. There’s something 
cinematic about the warm lighting playing 
across terracotta tones and soft upholstery.
Bread Service: The Opening Act That 
Stole the Show
Let’s get one thing straight: we did not 
come here for the bread—and yet, this 
humble start had us wide-eyed.
The house-made focaccia arrives with 
rosemary crackers, aged pecorino, a lush 
balsamic, and extra virgin olive oil. We 
added the whipped garlic butter, a light, 
fluffy creation that was neither overly rich 
nor sharp, but danced right at the edge of 
indulgent.
A standout surprise: the Warm 
Castelvetrano Olives, served with citrus 
and spices. Served warm, yes—you read 
that correctly. It completely redefined our 
idea of what olives could be. Briny, buttery, 

and aromatically complex, they 
disappeared within minutes.

For the Table: Sharing Is Caring (and 
Delicious)

With a menu this inviting, choosing was 
nearly impossible. So we did what any 
seasoned food-lovers would: we shared 
everything.

Whipped Ricotta with roasted baby beets 
and pistachios had the airiness of mousse, 
sans the graininess that usually keeps Russ 
away from ricotta. It paired beautifully with 
the subtle sweetness of the beets and 
crunch of crushed pistachios. A drizzle of 
balsamico bianco gave it that perfect lift.

The Caesar Salad—while often an 
overlooked classic—was one of the most 
refined takes we’ve seen. Instead of the 
standard romaine, Balla uses sweet baby 
gems, smaller and denser, with a crunch 
that stands up to the creamy anchovy 
dressing and fresh dill. Bonus points for the 
delicate, briny white anchovies layered on 
top.

The Meatballs—a holy trinity of beef, pork, 
and veal—delivered a surprise twist with 
golden raisins. That gentle sweetness 
balanced the rich tomato sauce beautifully. 
We debated whether to ladle more sauce 
over the top… and then did exactly that.

But if there was one dish that came close 
to dethroning the meatballs, it was the 
Blue Fin Tuna Crudo. A sophisticated plate 
of raw tuna dressed with lemon, red onion, 
microgreens, and capers, it was like a 
deconstructed bagel gone glam. There 
was a subtle mustard note that brought the 
tuna alive without overpowering it. The 
result? A dish so refined and delicate, it 
made us rethink everything we thought we 
knew about crudo. “It’s Italian sashimi,” Russ 
declared after Googling it on the way to the 
restaurant. 

The Pasta Chapter: A Love Letter to 
Italian Comfort
No visit to Balla is complete without diving 
into at least one of their handmade pastas. 
We, of course, tried several—but not 
without some expert guidance.
We’d been eyeing the Braised Lamb 
Mafaldine—a hearty-looking pasta with 
baby kale and demi tomatoes—but Daniela 
steered us toward the Tomato Casarecce 
instead. Her reasoning? We already had a 
heavier main on the way, and this would 
offer a lighter, brighter contrast. She was 
absolutely right.
The Tomato Casarecce, twirled perfectly 
with garlic, Calabrian chili, and basil, 
delivered an unexpectedly layered 
experience. It was tomato-based but not in 
the traditional marinara sense—it leaned on 
olive oil and aromatics rather than weight 
or cream. The Calabrian chili gave it a 
gentle heat, just enough to wake up the 
palate. This was a dish that proved restraint 
can be just as satisfying as richness.
Then there was the Truffle Macaroni, 
decadent with black winter truffles and 
caciocavallo cheese, and a textural dream 
that managed to feel luxurious without 
being too heavy.
From Land and Sea: Mains That Make a 
Statement
When it came time for entrées, we each 
had our eyes on different stars of the menu. 
Ward went straight for the Wagyu Short 
Rib. Braised for 36 hours, the short rib 
arrived cloaked in a barolo jus with accents 
of black garlic and pickled radicchio. It was 
a dish that required no knife—each bite 
surrendered effortlessly, melting into 
something between silk and butter. It was a 
soulful, stick-to-your-ribs kind of luxury 
that could easily anchor the whole menu.
Meanwhile, Russ yielded to Daniela’s 
suggestion and placed his trust in the 
Mediterranean Sea Bream—a choice he 
had not expected to make, but one he 

Mamma Mia, That’s Good:
Balla’s New Menu Hits All The Right Notes
By Russ White and Ward Billeisen



didn’t regret for a moment. The skin came 
perfectly crisped, offering a delicate 
crunch against the tender flake of the fish. 
A lemon butter sauce carried just the right 
amount of acidity and richness, cut with 
capers and served over a bed of wild 
greens. It was vibrant, clean, and quietly 
complex—a dish that whispered instead of 
shouted.
Together, these mains illustrated the 
versatility of Balla’s kitchen: equally adept 
at bold, slow-cooked depth and bright, 
coastal freshness.
Wine, Cocktails & That One Banana 
Liqueur
Our drinks mirrored the meal—eclectic, 
nuanced, and refreshing.
Russ sampled the Villon’s Paradiso, a 
cocktail made with cognac, banana liqueur, 
and chicory pecan bitters, served with a 
smoked pineapple ring. Despite banana 
not being a go-to flavor, the drink was 
smooth, complex, and shockingly subtle—
summer in a glass.
Ward stuck with a classic: a glass of 
Montepulciano Spelt Riserva, deep and 
velvety, with just the right acidity to cut 
through the richness of the pasta and short 
rib.
Later, Daniela brought us a surprise 
cocktail to accompany our desserts, laced 
with chocolate and nutmeg—something 
off-menu, delicate, and delicious. We were 
charmed.
The Grand Finale: Desserts Done Right
When dessert arrived, we were full. But as 
any proper Italian meal teaches: there is 
always room.
Limoncello Panna Cotta, with its wobbly 
perfection and fresh berries, was light 
enough to cleanse the palate but rich 
enough to satisfy.
The Dark Chocolate Tart was divine—dense 
as fudge, with hazelnuts, mascarpone, and 
Nutella dancing together like an aria from 

Tosca. We took slow, deliberate bites and 
share with envious hesitation.

And then came the Gelato flight: Pistachio, 
Nutella Crunch, and Luxardo Cherry. 
Pistachio emerged as the dark horse 
favorite—pure, buttery, and not overly 
sweet. The Luxardo cherry option, however, 
won Russ’ heart. “It’s like having dessert and 
an aperitif in one,” he said. Ward just 
nodded, already stealing a second 
spoonful.

Service with a Soul

It would be remiss not to highlight the 
exceptional service. Daniela embodied 
what it means to be not just a server, but a 
host. Knowledgeable, intuitive, and warm 
without being intrusive. She read our 
tastes, made confident recommendations, 
and curated an experience that felt tailored 
just for us.

We left with a warm hug of gratitude and a 
house-made Meyer Limoncello—sharp, 
fragrant, and floral—still lingering on our 
tongues.

The Verdict: Soul, Seasonality, and a 
Standout Experience

In a town where flash and gimmick often 
trump substance, Balla Italian Soul delivers 
something rare: real culinary soul. Each 
dish is thoughtfully constructed, drawing 
from traditional Italian roots while 
embracing bold, seasonal flavors. The 
menu reflects a respect for ingredients and 
a love for the dining experience itself.

Chef Shawn McClain, a James Beard Award 
winner, has created something special 
here. It’s not just another Italian joint—it’s a 
destination for those who want to taste, 
feel, and remember their meal.

Whether you're planning a romantic night 
out, a celebratory dinner with friends, or a 
solo evening at the bar with oysters and a 
spritz, Balla invites you in, fills your glass, 
and reminds you why we gather at the 
table in the first place.
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THE LGBTQ+ COMMUNITY CENTER OF 
SOUTHERN NEVADA
thecenterlv.org

ACLU
aclunv.org

ADL
lasvegas.adl.org

ALCOHOLICS TOGETHER
alcoholicstogetherlasvegas.com

BEARS LAS VEGAS
bearslv.org

COMMUNITY COUNSELING CENTER OF 
SOUTHERN NEVADA
cccofsn.org

HENDERSON PRIDE
hhendersonpride.org

HUMAN RIGHTS CAMPAIGN
hrc.org

IMPERIAL ROYALE SOVEREIGN COURT OF 
THE DESERT EMPIRE
irscdei.org

LAMBDA BUSINESS ASSOCIATION
lambdalv.com

LAS VEGAS MEN’S CHORUS
lvmenschorus.org

LAS VEGAS PRIME TIMERS
lasvegasprimetimers.com

LEATHER UNIFORM CLUB OF LAS VEGAS 
(LUC OF LV)
lucoflv.com

LEGACY COUNSELING
legacycounselingandworkforceconnections.com

MAMA DRAGONS
mamadragons.org

NEVADA GAY RODEO ASSOCIATION
ngra.com

THE PRIDE TREE
thepridetreelv.com

SILVER STATE EQUALITY
silverstateequality.org

SOUTHERN NEVADA ASIAN PACIFIC 
ISLANDER QUEER SOCIETY
snapiqs.org

YOUNG: EQUAL
youngequal.org

LGBTQ+ Resources

HIV Resources
STI Testing

AID FOR AIDS OF NEVADA (AFAN)
afanlv.org

AIDS HEALTHCARE FOUNDATION (AHF)
aidshealth.org

FARABI WELLNESS CENTER
hpvlv.com

GOLDEN RAINBOW
goldenrainbow.org

HORIZON RIDGE WELLNESS CLINIC
hrcl.org

SIN SITY SISTERS OF PERPETUAL 
INDULGENCE
sinsitysisters.org

THE ARLENE COOPER COMMUNITY 
HEALTH CENTER
thecenterlv.org

AIDS HEALTHCARE FOUNDATION (AHF)
aidshealth.org

FARABI WELLNESS CENTER
hpvlv.com

HUNTRIDGE FAMILY CLINIC
huntridgefamilyclinic.org

SOUTHERN NEVADA HEALTH DISTRICT
southernnevadahealthdistrict.org

UMC
umcsn.com

Email info@qvegas.com to add your organization to our directory.
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