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GIPSY BEST

LAS VEGA

LAS VEGAS REVIEW-JOURNAL

BESTOFLASVEGAS.COM

FRI MAY 23

FRIDAY NIGHT FIERGE

PERFORMANCE AT 11:30 PM

 TRIMAY23  DEREK DANIELS 4
& s A‘I‘ M AY 2 4 JTMI]SFI[/R[:[MII‘}HSE‘ /
SN S
DOORS OPEN AT IElll‘lMI.Il!HIﬂ‘\ﬁIMBEE H’HIE&III! AFTER THE SHOW | ‘i

SAT MAY 24

BODY HEAT

& PERFORMANCE AT 11:30 PM | DJ SET AT 12 AM

SIIN MAY 20

- SHOWGASE SUNDAYS

VEEAS FIERCEST SUNDAY VARIETY SHOW

~ q,um o, M

HOSTED BY

SUNSHINE

DOORS AT PM1LIVE MUSIC WITH SPECIAL GUEST PERFORMERS 10 PM-2 AM

SUSHI BAR | SHOWROOM
ULTRA LOUNGE | NIGHTCLUB
THURSDAYS — SUNDAYS

BOTTLE SERVICE & TICKETS
AT GIPSYLASVEGAS.COM

f @GIPSYLASVEGAS | 4605 PARADISE RD, LAS VEGAS, NV 89169
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A NUDE HOPE

Photo: Denise Truscello
Whether you're a local or tourist, we always
feature our favorite spots along with all the
new and exciting things our city has to offer.

The Empire Strips Back made its sizzling
Vegas debut at the Rio on May the Fourth,
blending Star Wars parody with seductive
burlesque. Nathan Kara, who stars as Han
Solo, reflects on bringing charm, comedy,
and heat to the galaxy's favorite
scoundrel. Blending satire and seduction,
Kara offers an inside look at the show'’s
wild Vegas debut and his role in this
interstellar striptease. This is a don't miss
show!

Henderson Pride Festival celebrated its
5t year, returning to the Water Street
District in downtown Henderson.

As the EDC crowd leaves, the Memorial
Day Weekend crowd arrives. Don't miss
the NGRA Big Horn Rodeo this weekend.

Russ White & Garrett Pattiani
Publishers, QVegas & QLife Media

Copyright © 2025, VGM LLC. QVegas and QLife are
trademarks of VGM LLC and may be registered in
certain jurisdictions. Promotional consideration in the
form of payment, products, and services may be
received from our advertisers.

VIRGO

MAY 2025

Oh honey, gather ‘round because Mama's got a cosmic
cocktail for you Virgo darlings! As May 2025 struts in,
you're sparkling like that new sequin gown! The stars
are sashaying with harmony, and you're ready to slay
those goals with confidence and sass. Romance? It's
about to be as juicy as a gossip sesh backstage. But
remember, darling, balance that fierce work ethic with
some fab self-care. Shine bright and werk those

celestial vibes, dival!
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MGM RESORTS

INTERNATIONAL

i
%’ HOTELS

AS VEGAS

VIRGIN HOTE
LAS VEGAS

LS

LUXOR

WYNN RESORTS

THE VENETIAN RESORT

LAS VEGAS

PALMS
RESORT & CASINO

\When you make a reservation from our website or app you help keep QVegas free. QVegas may earn a commission on your purchase.

l—l Hotels

These hotels have a current HRC
Corporate Equality Index score of 100.

CAESARS ENTERTAINMENT

caesars.com

Caesars Palace

The Cromwell

Flamingo

Harrah's

Horseshoe (formerly Bally's)
The LINQ

Paris

Planet Hollywood

THE VENETIAN RESORT LAS VEGAS

venetianlasvegas.com

These hotels have actively demonstrated
support for the LGBTQ* community but
do not have a current HRC CEI of 100

MGM RESORTS INTERNATIONAL

mgmresorts.com

Aria

Bellagio

The Cosmopolitan of Las Vegas
Delano

Excalibur

Luxor

Mandalay Bay
MGM Grand

New York New York
Park MGM

Vdara

WYNN RESORTS

wynnlasvegas.com

Wynn Las Vegas & Encore Las Vegas
PALMS RESORT & CASINO
RESORTS WORLD LAS VEGAS
RIO LAS VEGAS

VIRGIN HOTELS LAS VEGAS



OUR SERVICES +

e Basic
e Emergency
e Implants
e Cosmetic
e Surgical Services

CONTACT US

725-250-2840
www.pdarcsdentistry.com

Accepting
New Patients

A WALK IN THE PARCS



It’s True! We Are A Circuit Party Cruise!
EEKISLES

Use Promo Code

QVEGAS

To Receive 10% Off
Your Reservation

| an approachabl? experience on board whe.re" TRAVEL+
everyone feels like they're part of the family LEISURE

916.683.1000 « iamOUTbound.com -« info@iamOUTbound.com



RESIDENCY AT THE CLUB EVERY SUNDAY & MONDAY!

BEST,

LAS VEGA
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LAS VEGAS REVIEW-JOURNAL AT
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JIMMYKIMMELSCOMEDYCLUB.COM

SETH ROBICHAUX

PRESENTS

“TIL SETH DO US PART!
AVEGAS VARIETY
EXPERIENCE

MUSIC | COMEDY | IMPRESSIONS

THE COMPOSERS ROOM
LAS VEGAS

MAY 28th

. MUSICAL DIRECTOR
| WES MEADOWS

t WITH vf
JAKE GRABNER * AARON RAMSEY 5

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR EVEN MORE LIVE ENTERTAINMENT AT TH



© COURTYARD 525 |

APARTMENTS

AMENITIES FEATURES
- N
waeer - NOW LEASING! SCHEDULE A TOUR TODAYY) oo comme
PET PLAY AREA Y HARDWOOD FLOORS
R R Immediate move-ins available for G COUNTERTORS
newly renovated Two Bedroom Apartments. -
— ALL YOUR UTILITIES ARE INCLUDED! ST
POOL & FITNESS ROOM /PATIOS ACCESS BOTH ROOMS

CALL US TODAY AT 702.463.0667
@ WWW.COURTYARD525.COM @ 525 E. ST. LOUIS AVENUE LAS VEGAS, NV 89104

ONE MONTH FREE RENT! & REGEIVE A MOVE-IN GIFT

THIS IS A OAC LIMITED TIME OFFER VALID FOR COURTYARD 525 & STUDIO 629 APARTMENTS WHEN YOU SHOW THIS AD TO LEASING TEAM

STUDI

APARTMENTS

,( NOW LEASING! SCHEDULE A TOUR TODAY! )

SPARKLING POOL PRIME LOCATION

> . . .
wETITTE Immediate move-ins available for ournewly I
LAUNDRY FACILITY J/ . renovated Studio Apartments Iocateg:l ; WINDOW COVERINGS
GATED COMMNTY minutes away from the Downtown Arts District. T
NEAR LV PREMIUM OUTLETS LARGE SIZED STUDIOS

CALL US TODAY AT 702.476.8931
9 629 MAIN STREET LAS VEGAS, NV 89101 ¢ 702.476.8931 @ WWW.STUDIO629.COM



. / the center .
| Sexual healthcare for every body. (702) 733-9800



The Force Is
NathanKafaTefl

sex, and satire toth

Back - A Burlesque Parody in just one

sentence, but if you imagine Star Wars
collided with a disco ball Death Star, a
dance battle, and a cheeky strip show in a
galaxy far, far away—you're on the right
track.

I t's hard to describe The Empire Strips

Now in residency at the Rio Hotel & Casino
in Las Vegas, The Empire Strips Back is a
gleefully risqué reimagining of George
Lucas's beloved universe. The show strips
away the serious space drama and
replaces it with seductive choreography,
comedic timing, jaw-dropping visuals, and
plenty of surprises underneath the
costumes (or lack thereof). From
Stormtrooper stripteases to gender-
bending Jedi, the production celebrates
burlesque with a wink to fandom and a
commitment to entertaining everyone from
die-hard fans to the sci-fi-curious.

The show transports audiences to a galaxy
far, far away into a world of burlesque
fantasy, where menacing meets sexy;,
seduction meets slapstick, and iconic
characters are reborn as dazzling, daring,
and delightfully naughty. Beloved figures
like Darth Vader, Princess Leia, and Jabba
the Hutt take on new life in outrageous,
often hilarious numbers—with everything
from light saber duels to sultry dance
battles. Even the droids you're looking for
make an appearance. Originally staged in a
150-seat Sydney bar, The Empire Strips
Back has since played to over 300,000 fans
globally, with viral videos racking up
millions of views.

This Las Vegas residency marks the first
production to go beyond pasties in select
numbers, dialing up the heat while
maintaining the show's signature balance

Photos: Denise Truscello
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of charm, wit, and full-throttle
entertainment. It's part parody, part
spectacle, and all celebration.

One of the stars of the show is Nathan Kara,
a New Zealand-born dancer who brings
swagger, charisma, and cheek to his
burlesque take on Han Solo. e caught up
with Nathan to talk about everything from
growing up watching Star Wars with his
dad to dancing alongside a wisecracking
Chewbacca.

From Auckland to Alderaan

“It's pretty epic," Nathan laughs when asked
what it's like playing Han Solo. ‘| grew up
watching Star Wars with my dad, and Han
always stood out. When they offered me
this role, | was like, wait, | get to do what?"

Nate's journey to the Strip wasn't exactly
hyperspace travel. He began dancing at
age five in Auckland, New Zealand, training
in everything from hip hop and jazz to tap
and contemporary. By sixteen, he knew he
wanted to pursue it professionally.

“My high school was big on helping people
find a career path early. | figured out pretty
quickly that | didn't want to sit behind a
desk all day," he explains.

His early gigs included background
dancing on shows like The X Factor New
Zealand and performing with a hip hop
crew in international competitions. A career
breakthrough came when he landed a spot
as a backup dancer, which led to three
years of back-and-forth work in China.

Eventually, the suitcase lifestyle started to
wear thin. ‘I loved touring, but | wanted to
actually experience the places | was

working in," Nathan says. That itch led him
to a touring production of Magic Mike Live

T —
jnging swagger,
AWArs universe. .

in Australia, and from there, Cirque du
Soleil came calling.

Nathan joined the cast of The Beatles
LOVE in Las Vegas in 2022, stepping into a
soloist role that combined breaking and
contemporary movement. ‘It was my first
real center-stage moment," he recalls. I
had three and a half minutes in the
spotlight, which was terrifying at first but
taught me a lot."

When LOVE closed in 2023, Nathan
transitioned to a horror-themed burlesque
show developed by director Bec Morris.
That collaboration led directly to his
casting in The Empire Strips Back.

Scoundrel Meets Striptease

So how does one channel the cocky cool
of Han Solo into a burlesque number?

‘It was great direction from Bec," Nathan
says. The show's original choreography was
created by James Barry in Australia, but
Bec Morris helped tailor the routine to
Nate's strengths—adding signature moves,
comedic winks, and opportunities to play
with the audience.

“We had preview shows, and afterward she
gave me notes like, ‘Try a wink here, or ‘Flirt
with that person in the front row! It's the
little things that make the number really
land”

And yes, there are guns. And yes, he licks
one.

“There are definitely moments where I'm
like, 'Did | really just do that?' But the
audience loves it

Han and Chewie, But Make It Burlesque

Nate's onstage partner is Joshua Bluhm ,
who plays Chewbacca—or as the audience



sees him, a towering, furry, dance-savvy >
sidekick with a mischievous streak.

‘Josh whispers stuff to me through the
mask while we're dancing,” Nathan laughs. '4 3 : »
“We'll be doing the Backstreet Boys
number, and he'll be like, 'Don't worry, | got
you, while he swings me around. Then he
pats my head like we're in a buddy
comedy!”

Their chemistry is not only hilarious but
surprisingly poignant. “We've known each
other through the scene, but this is our first
time working together" Nathan says. ‘It
plays into that classic Han-Chewie bond.
There's trust, there's humor, and there's a lot
of physical comedy!

Costume Drama (In the Fun Way)

For all the swagger, performing burlesque
isn't without its technical challenges.

“Props are one of the hardest parts," Nathan

admits. “Costume malfunctions are always

lurking. You're dancing, trying to be sexy;,

and in the back of your mind you're like, ‘Is

the gun still attached? Is my thong coming

down with my pants?" a

Sometimes, the audience sees more than

expected. “My girlfriend's a performer too,

so she gets it. But yeah, there's always that
moment of, "Welp, the lights go out in two

seconds.. let's hope for the best.”

Nathan also plays an additional role in the \T,
show that surprises most viewers: a -— ’ ‘ ' >
hilariously grotesque version of Emperor . / '

Palpatine. \ / ‘

“‘Nobody knows it's me under the mask," he \ / \\
grins. ‘It's such a fun transformation. Even
backstage, people are like, ‘| can't look at
you' without laughing.” i

Favorite Numbers, On and Off Stage

While his Han Solo number brings the
house down, Nathan is quick to celebrate
his castmates.

“The R2 and Leia number is amazing. It
starts off contemporary, then Leia just
busts out and owns the stage. The Jedi
number has stunning lighting. And the
Landspeeder number? Mocha kills it every
time," he says.

As for behind-the-scenes moments?

“Too many to count," Nathan chuckles.
“We're all helping each other move props,
guide each other backstage, cracking jokes
the whole time. It's a tight crew. That makes
the show special”

Describing the Galaxy

Asked to describe The Empire Strips Back
in three words, Nathan doesn't hesitate:

“Sexy. Funny. Inclusive

“It's the first production to go full Vegas
with no pasties in some numbers," he says.
“But it's also hilarious. Even if you're not a
Star Wars fan, you'll have a blast”

And the inclusive part?

“There's something for everyone. You've got
duos, solos, gender variety, cultural variety,

Photos: Denise Truscello



everything. The cast represents so many
backgrounds and body types. It feels like
everyone belongs here'

From Desert Dreams to Desert Sushi

Though he arrived in Vegas in late 2022
with The Beatles LOVE, Nathan almost
moved to Los Angeles this spring.

“‘Shows were closing left and right, and |
thought maybe Vegas wasnt it anymore,'
he admits. “But then this came along. It's
got staying power. It has that niche appeal
but such wide reach. | hope it sticks
around.”

When he's not on stage, Nathan enjoys
catching other shows and, surprisingly,
eating sushi.

‘Coming from New Zealand, | love seafood.
But Vegas sushi? It's better than
California's’

Han, Meet Young Nate

If young Nathan could see him now—
shirtless, flirting with audience members,
rapping on a Vegas stage—what would he
say?

‘Hed be shocked," Nathan laughs. ‘| was so
shy. My dance teacher used to beg me to
look at the audience. | didn't know how to
talk to girls. | didn't even like talking much

Now? He's a microphone-wielding, gun-
licking, burlesque Han Solo.

‘I've learned to just say yes to opportunities.
Even when something feels scary or
different, | try it. And | grow from it. | think
little Nathan would be proud”

Whether you come for the lightsabers or
the laughs, the intergalactic tease of The
Empire Strips Back is a force to be
reckoned with—and Nathan Kara is proof
that sometimes, the scoundrel gets the last
(shirtless) laugh.

The Empire Strips Back performs at Rio
Hotel & Casino. For tickets and more
information, visit theempirestripsback.com.

Photos: Denise Truscello
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Order Online at
oriznapparel.com

At Orizn, we are more than just a brand. We are visionaries,
unconventional thinkers, and trailblazers. Our mission is to defy
norms and inspire change in the fashion industry by crafting fabrics
and garments that cater to every unique shape and size.
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Where can you get

testing in Las Vegas?

At the Arlene Cooper Community Health Center
inside The Center! Free HIV & Hep C testing as
well as low-cost STI testing are available. Walk in
or schedule an appointment today!

thecenterlv.org/health-center
5
G

401 S Maryland Pkwy
702-802-5432
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ALL SEVEN HARRY rm'rik BOOKS
INUTES!

FRANK MARINO'S

DIVAS

DRAG & DRINKS

RUPAULS DRAG BRUNCH FRANK MARINO
DRAG RACE LIVE

MAGIC MIKE LIVE POTTED POTTER

CIRQUE DU SOLEIL

MAVERICK
[
i
rA\WAKEN | NG
MISS BEHAVE'S AWAKENING
MAVERICKS
PN
ATOMIC
s
e B
E s .85
% gé E ‘ II!E @m) ‘\‘ “’\V : VEGAS COUNTRY NIGHT
ATOMIC SALOON SHOW CARROT TOP DITAVON TEESE CHASE BROWN
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9’""%%”% B CHIPPENDALES'
COMEDY CLUB ‘
JIMMY KIMMEL'S DIVA ROYALE WOW - THE VEGAS ROUGE CHIPPENDALES THUNDER FROM DOWN
COMEDY CLUB SPECTACULAR UNDER

- FEEL THE LOVE
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Naup

RAIDING THE ROCK PENN & TELLER DISCO SHOW VEGAS! THE SHOW THE SPHERE LADY LIKE
VAULT EXPERIENCE

When you purchase tickets from our website or app you help keep QVegas free. QVegas may earn a commission on your purchase.

A Reteo Modern Burlcague Show
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priere




LGBTQ* Resources

THE LGBTQ+* COMMUNITY CENTER OF
SOUTHERN NEVADA

thecenterlv.org

ACLU

aclunv.org

ADL

lasvegas.adl.org

ALCOHOLICS TOGETHER

alcoholicstogetherlasvegas.com

BEARS LAS VEGAS

bearslv.org

COMMUNITY COUNSELING CENTER OF
SOUTHERN NEVADA

cccofsn.org

HENDERSON PRIDE

hhendersonpride.org

HUMAN RIGHTS CAMPAIGN

hrc.org

IMPERIAL ROYALE SOVEREIGN COURT OF
THE DESERT EMPIRE

irscdei.org

LAMBDA BUSINESS ASSOCIATION

lambdalv.com

LAS VEGAS MEN'S CHORUS

lvmenschorus.org

LAS VEGAS PRIME TIMERS
lasvegasprimetimers.com

LEATHER UNIFORM CLUB OF LAS VEGAS
(LUC OF LV)

lucoflv.com

LEGACY COUNSELING

legacycounselingandworkforceconnections.com

MAMA DRAGONS

mamadragons.org

NEVADA GAY RODEO ASSOCIATION

ngra.com

THE PRIDE TREE

thepridetreelv.com

SILVER STATE EQUALITY
silverstateequality.org

SOUTHERN NEVADA ASIAN PACIFIC
ISLANDER QUEER SOCIETY

snapigs.org

YOUNG: EQUAL

youngequal.org

‘ HIV Resources

AID FOR AIDS OF NEVADA (AFAN)

afanlv.org

AIDS HEALTHCARE FOUNDATION (AHF)
aidshealth.org

FARABI WELLNESS CENTER

hpvlv.com

GOLDEN RAINBOW

goldenrainbow.org

HORIZON RIDGE WELLNESS CLINIC
hrclorg

SIN SITY SISTERS OF PERPETUAL
INDULGENCE

sinsitysisters.org

COMMUNITY EVENTS

Restaurant Wegk

JUNE 2 - JUNE 13, 2025
RESTAURANTWEEKLV.ORG

St
MmO?/FF;)cw{@
LGBTG+ YOUTH PROM

SATURDAY, MAY 31ST
7:00-10:00 PM
40‘I St MARYLAND PKWY

RSVP n.qun-«l to Attend " AGES

thecenterlv.org/form/ ‘(Ii?;l‘ll.g
youth-lgbtq-prom d

The Empower Link Team at The Center is hosting a job fair for the
public! A variety of LGBTQ-ally employers will be attending. Come
dressed to impress - there will be onsite interviews and hiring!

T~

10:00 AM - 3:00 PM
401S. Maryland Pkwy.

(702) 733-9800

Connect. Shine. Get Hired.

Email info@qvegas.com to add your organization to our directory.

STl Testing

THE ARLENE COOPER COMMUNITY
HEALTH CENTER

thecenterlv.org

AIDS HEALTHCARE FOUNDATION (AHF)
aidshealth.org

FARABI WELLNESS CENTER

hpvlv.com

HUNTRIDGE FAMILY CLINIC

huntridgefamilyclinic.org

SOUTHERN NEVADA HEALTH DISTRICT

southernnevadahealthdistrict.org

UMC

umcsn.com

< Sh0em

A NIGHT OF LAUGHTER & CONVERSATION AROUND REPRODUCTIVE JUSTICE
THE 4
ISERING]

O
4

EVENT SPACE AT @ SEATING IS LIMITED!
SCAN QR CODE NOW TO GET
N -7§h§g,§gnggr H
.1 BIT.LY/MJWRJCS25
401 S MARYLAND PKWY LAS VEGAS, 8910: @ =1 (ALL CAPITAL LETTERS)

ARTIST'S MATERIAL MAY CONTAIN SENSITIVE SUBJECT MATTERS
MAKEITWORKNEVADA.ORG | QUESTIONS? 702.344.7212
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COCKTAIL LOUNGE

F’”v‘rem o
NIGHTCLUB

S |10 PM TO 3 AM

PALOMA MAKARY

SHOWTIME @ 1:30 AM FRONT ROO|
MUSIC BY DI V / DI VAGO

USE MARGARITAS + $20 DOMESTIC

$25 IMPORT BEER BUCKETS | 10 PM TO 3 AM

WEDNESDAYS

" B
SHO 00 AM FRONT ROOM. . ' -~

[ SIC BY DI VA
$5 SPECIALTY COCKTAILS | 10.PM TO 3 AM

SOUNDS BY|
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SHOWTIMES

12 AM FRONT ROOM
1:30 AM MAIN ROOM

HOSTED BY

_A

FTPLAY. .
‘ ESPONYTS |

SAT + SUN
MAY 31 + JUN 01

SHOWTIMES
. 12:00 AM FRONT ROOM
1:30 AM MAIN ROOM

CALIENTE
PAL(';M?IZA:ES%‘XKARV

BYDIV

SHOWTIME
AM IN THE DREAM LOUNGE

2
FREE BUCKET OF BEER W/ PURCHASE OF BUCHANAN'S BOTTLE

Riramhe
|
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