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VEGAS’ LARGEST
LGBTQ+ POOL PARTY

- EVERY SUNDAY
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Whether you're a local or tourist, we always
feature our favorite spots along with all the
new and exciting things our city has to offer.

The Bighorn Rodeo has redefined the
traditional rodeo for over 30 years by
embracing and celebrating the LGBTQ+
community. Doug Graff, this year's NGRA
Bighorn Rodeo director, shares insights
on its vibrant history, enduring
challenges, and exciting future in an
exclusive interview.

Memorial Day Weekend kicks off summer
in Las Vegas and Henderson Pride
Festival gears up to kick off Pride Month

on June 1%t in downtown Henderson.

Russ White & Garrett Pattiani
Publishers, QVegas & QLife Media

Thank You Samantha & Andre for
Delivering QVegas All Over Town!

#  Download on the

Gumens | W4 App Store

Copyright © 2024, VGM LLC. QVegas and QLife are
trademarks of VGM LLC and may be registered in
certain jurisdictions. Promotional consideration in the
form of payment, products, and services may be
received from our advertisers.

TAURUS

May 2024

Honey, let me spill the celestial tea for y'all
Taurus divas! This May 2024, the stars are
aligning to serve you some serious life lewks!
You're gonna strut through the month like it's
the grand finale runway of your life, boo. The
universe is gagging on your eleganza and is
about to drop blessings like it's hot, right on
your laps! So, powder that nose, adjust that
crown, and sashay away into the spotlight.
Trust and believe, darling, it's your time to
shine! Yaaas!
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These hotels have a current HRC
Corporate Equality Index score of 100.

CAESARS ENTERTAINMENT

caesars.com

CAESARS
ENTERTAINMENT

THE VENETIAN RESORT
LAS VEGAS

Caesars Palace

The Cromwell

Flamingo

Harrah's

Horseshoe (formerly Bally's)
The LINQ

Paris

Planet Hollywood

" THE VENETIAN RESORT LAS VEGAS

et venetianlasvegas.com

These hotels have actively demonstrated
support for the LGBTQ* community but
do not have an HRC CEl of 100

MGM RESORTS INTERNATIONAL

mgmresorts.com

MGM RESORTS WYNN RESORTS

INTERNATIONAL

Aria

Bellagio

The Cosmopolitan of Las Vegas
Delano

Excalibur

Luxor

Mandalay Bay
MGM Grand

New York New York
Park MGM

Vdara

WYNN RESORTS

wynnlasvegas.com

HoTELS LUZ(OR

VIRGIN HOTELS
LAS VEGAS

LUXOR

Wynn Las Vegas & Encore Las Vegas
MIRAGE LAS VEGAS
PALMS RESORT & CASINO
RESORTS WORLD LAS VEGAS
RIO LAS VEGAS
PALMS
RESORT & CASINO VIRGIN HOTELS LAS VEGAS

\When you make a reservation from our website or app you help keep QVegas free. QVegas may earn a commission on your purchase.
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‘an approachable experience
on board where everyone

feels like they're
TRAVEL+

part of the family” [ EiSURE
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Use Promo Code

QVEGAS

To Receive 10% Off
Your Reservation
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March 4 thru 14, 2025
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March 20 thru 30, 2025
=

916.683.1000 + iamOUTbound.com -« info@iamOUTbound.com



Clinge BROWN'S

VEGAS COUNTRY NIGHT

RAIDING THE ROCK
VAULT

When you purchase tic

PENN & TELLER

kets from our

BOX OFFICE

SHOW OF THE WEEK -

CHASE BROWN

Chase Brown, known as Sin City's “rhinestone cowboy," captivates
audiences with his unique fusion of country flair and unexpected
glamour. Performing at NOTORIETY Live in downtown Las Vegas,
this Texas native brings an eclectic mix of muscles, mascara,
cowboy hats, and nail polish to his one-man show. Over twenty
years, Brown has cultivated a diverse fan base that spans various
musical genres and demographics. His performances,
characterized by a setlist that defies conventional categorization,
attract both young and old, gay and straight audiences.
Combining raw male sensuality and gentle sensitivity, Chase's
striking presence is highlighted by his chiseled physique and
flamboyant attire, making his shows a standout in Sin City's
entertainment scene.

For more shows
and our complete
online directory,
visit QVegas.com
or download the
QVegas App
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KICK OFF PRIDE MONTH!
SATURDAY, JUNE 18T

LGBTQIA |

PRIDE MONTH

LIVE MUSIC
VENDORS

FOOD TRUCKS
PRIDE LOUNGE
ENTERTAINMENT

WATER STREET PLAZA | HENDERSON,. NEVADA
N/ the center P%uenﬁlx r_‘ (OWABLINGA QIEGAS CASAZUL QLCCW. Titols

*3,&?

ICITB E Ha@ck “fltu H: ﬁ ‘gTransPnde ambdq Em] mlm] w

sters " PRIDE

WWWHENDERSONPRIDE.ORG | (310) 497-2869



SUSHI BAR | SHOWROOM
ULTRA LOUNGE | NIGHTCLUB
THURSDAYS - SUNDAYS

SATURDAY MAY 25

VOYAGE OF
ISCOVERY

\ 4
\ -
n,’n’ﬂ’- _ SHOW CELEBRATING ASIAN, HAWAIIAN,
| 5 : " AND TAHITIAN HERITAGE

A CIRAUE NIGHTCLUB EXPERIENCE

FRIDAY MAY 24

Y allls

DRAG RACEY

“ALL STARS*" 758

MADDY
FRIDAY MAY 24

ELISHALY
%U&Dé\é D'WITSHES

“@QUEEN OF THE BUS"

MORPHOSIS

FROM RUPAUL'S DRAG RACE SEASON 14

SUNDAY VIAY 26

HOSTED BY

A ROTATING CAST
OF DRAG RACE SUPERSTARS

TICKETS AT GIPSYLASVEGAS.COM

f @eiPsyLASVEGAS | 4605 PARADISE RD, LAS VEGAS, NV 89169
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When one thinks of rodeo, images of bull
riding, calf roping, and epic displays of
horsemanship might come to mind. But
for over 30 years, the Bighorn Rodeo has
brought a unique twist to this beloved
tradition, celebrating the LGBTQ+
community's place in this rugged sport.
We sat down with Doug Graff, this year's
NGRA (Nevada Gay Rodeo Association)
Bighorn Rodeo director, to delve into the
rodeo's vibrant history, challenges, and
what the future holds.

The Origins and Evolution

Bighorn Rodeo's roots stretch back over
three decades, emerging during what
Doug affectionately refers to as the
‘heyday of gay rodeo." The mid-1990s saw
a surge in the popularity and growth of gay
rodeos across North America, fueled by a
passionate community eager to carve out
their space in this traditionally conservative
sport.

"Our founders came together in the back
room of what is now Badlands, with a vision
to create the Nevada Gay Rodeo," Doug
recounts. "“Before we became part of the
International Gay Rodeo Association (IGRA),
there were already attempts at organizing
gay rodeos, starting with Reno in 1975

As we rapidly approach 2025, the
community is gearing up for a monumental
milestone — 50 years of gay rodeo. To
celebrate, a special marketing campaign
called "Road to 50" is set to highlight this
rich history. The festivities will culminate

Xesterfillitaditio

p

with the World Gay Rodeo Finals, slated for
October 2025, exactly half a century after
the first event.

Doug emphasizes the significance of this
milestone: “This is not just about
celebrating our past, but also about
energizing our future. Rodeo is an
expensive and physically demanding sport.
We need to get newer generations
involved”

The Numbers Game

Currently, there are about 15 active gay
rodeo associations across the U.S., Down
from the peak organizations that thrived
during the golden years. Doug attributes
part of the decline to the changing nature
of social engagements. “Today's society is
more engaged with screens and digital
spaces. Getting people into the dirt, quite
literally, is a challenge," he says, half-
jokingly. Yet, he remains optimistic. “Once
we get them into the arena, they typically
stay. The hardest part is getting them
there!

The Road to Rodeo: A Year-Round
Engagement

A significant part of the strategy to engage
the community involves organizing a series
of events leading up to the big rodeo. One
of the standout initiatives this year is the
Bighorn Rodeo Idol. With 12 qualifying
nights at various bars like the Phoenix,
Quads, and Flex, the goalis to find a
representative who embodies the spirit of
the community in a fun, engaging way.

Bighorn Rodeo Idol has captured the
community’'s imagination. “Some of these
artists are just fantastic. They have
incredible talent, and as we get closer to
the final rounds, more people are showing
up." Doug notes. The winner, besides
bagging a coveted Bighorn rodeo buckle
and a cash prize courtesy of a generous
anonymous donor, will also have the honor
of performing the national anthem.

Educational Opportunities

To make the rodeo accessible and
engaging, the NGRA has introduced a
rodeo school. Remarkably, it's free for any
new participants who've never competed in
an IGRA rodeo before. This includes an
extensive pre-rodeo training program.

“We have amazing coaches like Bernice,
who owns a real cattle ranch in Utah, and
Randy Edlin from Texas," Doug shares.
These seasoned professionals will teach
crucial skills like steer wrestling and roping,
ensuring newcomers have a safe and
enjoyable introduction to the sport.

Community Involvement and Pre-Rodeo
Festivities

NGRA keeps the excitement alive all year
round with events like the annual Cow
Patty competition, emphasizing camp drag
and community fun. Other notable events
include the Closet Ball competition and the
Caliente Cowboy competition. Moreover,
the annual royalty competition, set for
Thanksgiving weekend, selects next year's
royalty members who act as marketing




ambassadors for the rodeo.

Doug is especially proud of how inclusive
these events are: "We recently introduced
the MX category for our royalty
competition to accommodate those who
dont fit into traditional male or female roles
but still want to be active in our
community.

The Main Event: Highlights of the Rodeo

When Memorial Day weekend arrives,
Horseman's Park will transform into a
vibrant festival space. Thanks to the tireless
efforts of Entertainment Director Stephanie
Danderson and a supporting cast of
performers like Steven Wayne, and Jimmy
Emerson, the festival promises an
unforgettable experience.

Adding an international flair, Kevin Ortiz will
perform live on Saturday afternoon, further
enhancing the multicultural appeal of the
event. Sponsors have been instrumental in
bringing such high-caliber talent to the
stage.

As for the rodeo itself, attendees can
expect to see a mix of traditional events
like bull riding, steer riding, roping, and
barrel racing, along with unique camp
events such as goat dressing. “Goat
dressing is always a crowd favorite,” Doug
says. Teams race to dress a goat in tighty-
whities, adding a humorous twist to the
competition.

Moreover, thanks to community-driven
initiatives, we now have “‘community goat

dressing," allowing spectators to participate
on the spot. This year, a generous sponsor
has even donated buckles for the
community goat dressing winners,
escalating the excitement.

This year, Las Vegas Mayor Carolyn
Goodman will server as the rodeo's Grand
Marshal.

Fundraising and Community Support

It's worth noting that the NGRA operates as
a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.
Historically, the association has supported
various causes, from Mustang rescues to
local charities. However, since this year the
rodeo takes place several months earlier in
the year, the focus is on rebuilding. “It's a
condensed year, and while we hope to
have surplus funds to share with the
community, our primary goal is
sustainability,” Doug states.

The Team Behind the Magic

Producing an event of this scale is no small
feat. Doug is supported by a dedicated
team of 13 individuals, including his trusted
assistant and longtime collaborator,
Rosemary Campos. “We're talking about
people who know where all the bodies are
buried," Doug laughs. “Their collective
experience and unyielding passion make
this possible.”

A Legacy of Passion and Commitment

Doug's involvement in the rodeo spans 30
years, bringing a wealth of experience and
a treasure trove of memories. From

organizing the first Michigan Gay Rodeo to
serving as the president of the IGRA, his
contributions have been monumental.

Taking the reins as the event director for
the Bighorn Rodeo, Doug acknowledges
the groundwork laid by previous directors
like Brenda and Kathy Alday. “Their hard
work and dedication have established
strong relationships, making this
condensed production year feasible”

Looking Forward

Doug's passion for rodeo is palpable, and
his enthusiasm is infectious. As the Bighorn
Rodeo prepares to usher in its 50th
anniversary, the focus remains squarely on
community, inclusivity, and preserving the
rich tradition of gay rodeo.

Doug leaves us with a final call to action:
"We're still looking for volunteers. If anyone
wants to participate in making this event a
success, please visit our website NGRA.
com and fill out the volunteer form. We'd
love to have you and share this incredible
experience.

As we look forward to the upcoming
Bighorn Rodeo and the monumental Road
to 50 celebrations, one thing is clear — the
spirit of gay rodeo is alive and kicking,
embracing its past while galloping
confidently into a bright future.

NGRA Big Horn Rodeo takes place at

Horsman'’s Park at 5800 E Flamingo Road
from May 23-26. Visit ngra.com for details.

Photos courtesy Kristopher Minnich/NGRA
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Proud Foster Parent to 36 and Forever Parent to 11.
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A FIGHTER FOR SOUTHERN NEVADA
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PROGRESSIVE DEMOCRATIC CANDIDATE
NEVADA STATE ASSEMBLY DISTRICT 16

Wk K

| Eva Olivia Chase

evac8377@gmail.com

Xe6
©(702) 218-8431

e Primary Election: June | 1, 2024; early voting starts on May 27, 2024. e

PROGRESSIVE DEMOCRATIC EVA OLIVIA CHASE FOR NEVADA VOTING RIGHTS STUDENT LOAN DEBT AND FORGIVENESS
STATE ASSEMBLY DISTRICT 16

USAF VETERAN COLLEGE GRADUATE

FULLY TRANSITIONED TRANS WOMAN FORMER LT GOV
CANDIDATE FOR NEVADA 2022

REC'D TO 7212: VOTES IN DEMOCRATIC PRIMARY

I SUPPORT TRANS RIGHTS VETERANS UNIONS ABORTION IS
HEALTHCARE PROTECT WOMENS RIGHTS VOTE EARLY DEMOCRATIC PRIMARY JUNE 11TH

SAFE GUN REFORM UNIVERSAL BACKGROUND CHECKS AND RED
FLAG LAWS BAN MILITARY ASSAULT WEAPONS AND AR-15S

VOTE PROGRESSIVE DEMOCRATIC EVA CHASE FOR NEVADA
STATE ASSEMBLY DISTRICT 16




PRINT. WEB. SOCIAL. REELS. EMAIL. APP.
EVERY WEEK.

Only QVegas reaches the Las Vegas LGBTQ+ community
across so many touch points every single week.

VOTER GUIDE REGISTRATION

This election season, the QVegas website will host a comprehensive and insightful webpage dedicated to the 2024 elections for the state
of Nevada, offering a treasure trove of information tailored to the LGBTQ+ community.

This page aims to serve as a one-stop destination for voters seeking clarity on the electoral process, key dates, candidate profiles, and
important issues at stake within the state. Emphasizing inclusivity and accessibility, it will provide resources on voter registration, polling
locations, and methods to vote, ensuring every voice in the community is heard.

To receive updates about the Voter Guide, please register at QVegas.com/vote.



Empowering ALL
to live authentic lives.

the center

Serving the LGBTQ Community of Nevada
\

LGBTQIA+ Programs & Services
Health Services: HIV & STD/STI Testing, PrEP Navigation
Youth & Family Services
Recovery Support Groups
Community Groups & Programs
Special Events

thecenterlv.org | 702.802.5432 | 401 S. Maryland Pkwy



LAS VEGAS MEN'S CHORUS
LG BTQ"' Resources lvmenschorus.org “ H IV Resources

LAS VEGAS PRIME TIMERS

THE LGBTQ+ COMMUNITY CENTER OF lasvegasprimetimers.com AID FOR AIDS OF NEVADA (AFAN)
SOUTHERN NEVADA afanlv.org
thecenterlvorg LAS VEGAS TRANSPRIDE AIDS HEALTHCARE FOUNDATION (AHF)
ACLU asvegastranspride.org aidshealthoorg
aclunv.org LEATHER UNIFORM CLUB OF LAS VEGAS GOLDEN RAINBOW
ADL (LUC OF LV) goldenrainbow.org
flv.
lasvegas.adlorg tucoftveom HORIZON RIDGE WELLNESS CLINIC
ALCOHOLICS TOGETHER LEGACY COUNSELING hrclorg
alcoholicstogetherlasvegas.com legacycounselingandworkforceconnections.com SIN SITY SISTERS OF PERPETUAL
BEARS LAS VEGAS MAMA DRAGONS INDULGENCE
bearslv.org mamadragons.org sinsitysisters.org
COMMUNITY COUNSELING CENTER OF NEVADA GAY RODEO ASSOCIATION
SOUTHERN NEVADA ngra.com .
cccofsn.org , STI TeStlng
HENDERSON PRIDE THE PRIDE TREE
hhendersonpride.org thepridetreelv.com THE ARLENE COOPER COMMUNITY
SILVER STATE EQUALITY HEALTH CENTER
}I:lgohr’:;AN RIGHTS CAMPAIGN silverstateequality.org thecenterlv.org
IMPERIAL ROYALE SOVEREIGN COURTOF ~ SOUTHERN NEVADA ASIAN PACIFIC AIDS HEALTHCARE FOUNDATION (AHF)
THE DESERT EMPIRE ISLANDER QUEER SOCIETY aidshealth.org
desertempire.org snapiqs.org HUNTRlDGE FA_MlLY CLINIC
LAMBDA BUSINESS ASSOCIATION YOUNG: EQUAL huntridgefamilyclinic.org
lambdalv.com youngequal.org SOUTHERN NEVADA HEALTH DISTRICT
southernnevadahealthdistrict.org
Email info@qvegas.com to add your organization to our directory. UMC
umesn.com
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LGBTQ+ YOUTH PROM

* MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND %

A THREE DAY RODED & FESTIVAL WITH GREAT FODD,
FABULOUS LIVE ENTERTAINMENT, VENDORS & MORE

KICROET PARTY: THU 5/23 « 3-9PM
THE CARAGCE + 1487 E FLAMINGO RD

RODEO MAIN EVENT:

SAT 5/25 & SUN 5/26
TICKETS: $30 ADVANCE/S15 GATE + GATES OPEN: 10:31 84
CRAND ENTHY: TH304M JAILY ~ MIORE INEQ: NGRACON

SPECIAL EVENTS:
RODEO IDOL FINALE - 4D JACKFOT
FRI 5/24 ~ 6:30- 10PM

LIVE ENTEATAINMENT
18300 TEQUILA FESTIVAL STAGE
FEATURING ICEWEN

% SPONSORED BY CHARLIE'S LAS VEGAS

SATURDAY, JUNE 1, 2024
7:00 PM - 10:00 PM
401 S. MARYLAND PKWY

FREE ADMISSION!

SUNDAY SPECIAL OFTER: FREE ADMISSION
FOR FIRST RESPONDERS. MILITARY, & VETERANS [WUST SHOW 10
GRAND MARSHAL:

MAYOR CAROLYN GOODMAN
HORSEMAN'S PARK

5800 E FLAMINGO RD, LAS VEGAS

THECENTERL
YOUTH-LG
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PRIDE MONTHADS | MEMERISL RaL WatkEND

MAY 24-27

Las Vegas Restaurant Week returns

Las Vegas Restaurant Week is an annual 12-day
event, held every spring, that encourages people to s auran E June 3-June 14, 2024!
dine out for a good meal, a good value, and a good

Here are just a few of our favorite participating

cause. The city's finest restaurants offer special three-
course prix fixe menus, donating a small portion of three square restaurants.

proceeds to Three Square Food Bank. Visit restaurantweek.org for a complete list.
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BBO MEHICANA LA SFF\E

SUNSET & DURANGO

HOFBRAUHAUS
LAS VEGAS

KASSI
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-0&_ BAZAAR MEAT®
BY JOSE ANDRES

)
RTORAITE EL DORADO CANTINA o T EAY
RESTAURANT & BAR
®
PIZZA
reé ROCK LA FONTAINE
lt[pas kncnen*ba'y Yo ST

LAS VEGAS
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WINGS & SPORTS
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