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VEGAS’ LARGEST
LGBTQ+ POOL PARTY

- EVERY SUNDAY




SMOKIN' SUCCESS:

SUSAN FENIGER A )
MARY SUE MILLIKE ¢

BORDER GRILL DUO EXPAND;
BBQ MEXICANA TO SOUTHWEST LU\S EGA

Whether you're a local or tourist, we always
feature our favorite spots along with all the
new and exciting things our city has to offer.

This week we feature Susan Feniger and
Mary Sue Milliken, the dynamic duo
behind Border Grill at Mandalay Bay.
QVegas celebrates these remarkable
women and their contributions to the

- SAGITTARIUS

June 2024

Honey, listen up, 'cause I'm about to spill the cosmic
tea for all you Sagittarius babes out there! June 2024 is
your moment to shine, darling! The stars are literally
aligning to serve you a cocktail of opportunities,
success, and maybe a little bit of drama - 'cause
what's life without it, right? It's time to strut into the
spotlight of your life like you own the darn runway.
Embrace every opportunity, throw a little glitter on it,
and remember, honey, when life throws shade, you
throw glitter! Now, sashay away and conquer the
world, you fabulous star! /

culinary world, and we look forward to
seeing the continued success of BBQ
Mexicana, their latest addition to
Southwest Las Vegas .

Juneteenth, celebrated on June 19th,
commemorates the emancipation of
enslaved African Americans. For the
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LGBTQ community, it's a time to honor
African American LGBTQ individuals’
contributions and advocate for justice.
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‘an approachable experience
on board where everyone

feels like they're
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SHOW OF THE WEEK

CIRQUE DU SOLEIL

MAD APPLE

Cirque du Soleil's “Mad Apple" is an exhilarating show at New York-

¥

3 New York Hotel & Casino, blending comedy, music, magic, and
k\ M acrobatics. This production captures the essence of New York City
'L-—\B nightlife, offering a dynamic mix of acts that include high-flying

,_:f A ;g / _i,":' aerialists, jugglers, and comedians, all set against a backdrop of

f,i—_; _fﬁ live music and energetic performances. The show features a For more shows

rotating cast of performers, ensuring each experience is unique. and our complete
online directory,

visit QVegas.com
or download the

traditional Cirque du Soleil artistry with a modern, urban twist. QVegas App

"Mad Apple" is a celebration of the city's vibrant spirit, offering
audiences an unforgettable night of entertainment that fuses the
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Las Vegas is a city of innovation and
creativity, constantly evolving to offer
unique experiences that cater to its
diverse audience. In the heart of this
dynamic environment, culinary legends
Susan Feniger and Mary Sue Milliken have
established a new hotspot, BBQ
Mexicana, blending their love for
barbecue with the vibrant flavors of
Mexican cuisine. In an exclusive interview,
the dynamic duo shares insights about
their journey, their passion for sustainable
cooking, and their latest venture in Las
Vegas.

Developing the Menu: A Flavorful Journey

Feniger and Milliken have a long history of
culinary excellence, and their approach to
BBQ Mexicana was no exception. Susan
recounts the inception of the restaurant,
"This was a while ago, at least 10 years
back. We opened across from Border Girill
at Mandalay Bay with our first BBQ
Mexicana." They collaborated closely with
their then-chef, Mike Minor, who had a
barbecue truck that inspired them to
explore the world of smoked meats.

"Mike got us excited about barbecue and
convinced us to get a smoker,” Susan
recalls. "We started then, along with him.
Mike worked with us for six or seven years
before moving on to his projects, but he
always had barbecue on his mind and

A CulindiCoRve atic s
Susan Feniger and Mary Sue Milliken

palate’ This collaboration led to a fun and
creative process, resulting in a well-
balanced menu featuring items like burnt
end brisket burritos, smoked tofu, and
salads.

Mary Sue adds, "We wanted to create a
menu that catered to people on the go,
especially those heading to the stadium or
Convention Center at Mandalay Bay. Our
focus was on quick, casual dining with
bowls, salads, and burritos. We later added
tacos for our standalone drive-through on
Sunset and the 215"

Instant Favorites and Future Plans

When asked about the standout dishes,
Susan and Mary Sue enthusiastically
highlighted the burnt end brisket. "It's
addictive,” Susan says with a smile.
"Whether it's in a burrito, a taco, oron a
salad or bowl, it's delicious." The smoked
tofu also received high praise, being
described as "killer" by Susan.

BBQ Mexicana offers a variety of proteins,
including pork, brisket, tofu, and chicken,
allowing customers to mix and match their
preferences. "The flour tortillas for our
tacos are handmade, and the corn tortillas
are equally special," Mary Sue notes. "And
best of all, we'll soon be offering
margaritas, beer, and wine, making it a
great spot for a happy hour'

'\ \/ |
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Choosing Las Vegas: A Community-Driven
Decision

Though both chefs reside in Los Angeles,
their strong ties to Las Vegas influenced
their decision to open BBQ Mexicana in the
city. "We developed a fondness for our
team here," Mary Sue explains. "They know
the neighborhoods, and their passion for
the concept convinced us that this was the
right place"’

Their regional manager, Yancy, played a
crucial role in selecting the location.
"During COVID, many people turned to
drive-throughs to pick up food," Mary Sue
says. "Yancy believed this concept would
thrive here, given the surrounding office
buildings, hospitals, and residential areas

The Culinary Journey: From Passion to
Profession

Susan and Mary Sue's love for cooking
began early, inspired by their mothers who
enjoyed spending time in the kitchen. They
both attended chef school and completed
apprenticeships before their paths crossed.
"l loved working with my hands and eating,’
Mary Sue shares. "It's a job that combines
both'

Susan adds, 'l was a total jock in high
school, and kitchens have a similar
camaraderie to sports or theater. The
energy and excitement of working
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Over the years, mentoring young chefs has
become a significant aspect of their
careers. "We love seeing young talents
develop and feeling like role models;’
Susan says. "The excitement of having a
voice in the community is something we
both value'

Sustaining a Successful Partnership

Maintaining a partnership for over four
decades is no small feat. Susan and Mary
Sue credit their success to mutual respect
and complementary strengths. "We have
wanted to kill each other at times," Susan
admits, laughing. "But it's like family. \We've
learned to value each other's strengths'’

Mary Sue describes Susan as "persistent
and deep into the weeds," ensuring
everything is done correctly. Susan, in turn,
praises Mary Sue's big-picture thinking and
ability to question and understand critical
business details. Their combined strengths
have enabled them to navigate the
challenges of the restaurant industry
successfully.

Commitment to Sustainability

Sustainability is a core value in all of
Feniger and Milliken's restaurants. Their
Jjourney into sustainable cooking began
about 25 years ago when the Monterey Bay
Aquarium approached them to learn about
sustainable seafood. "It was a gateway that
opened our eyes to climate change and
the impact of our food choices," Mary Sue
explains.

"We've always cared about our products,
but that conference made us think about
the environment," Susan adds. "Now, we

ocus on sustainable seafood and ensur

ur proteins are free from antibiotics. It's |
about making choices that benefit future
generations!" :

Visibility and Representation

As prominent figures in the culinary
industry, Susan and Mary Sue have also
been advocates for the LGBTQ+
community. While Mary Sue is an ally,
Susan has been openly part of the
community for many years. "I've been
involved with the Los Angeles LGBT Center
for 18 years and co-chair for the last four,'
Mary Sue says.

Susan's connection to the community is
deeply personal. 'l feel a big investment in
seeing LGBTQ+ youth and seniors feel
accepted and supported. The center in LA
has ten campuses addressing various
needs, from legal aid to medical support'

Creating a Legacy

Both chefs are passionate about leaving a
positive legacy. For Mary Sue, this means
advocating for better working conditions in
the restaurant industry. "The industry
employs many vulnerable people, and it's
essential to create a better environment for
them," she explains. "We need to ensure fair
treatment and opportunities, especially for
women and people of color'

Susan focuses on creating a company
culture where everyone feels respected
and heard. "Whether you're a dishwasher or
CEO, everyone should feel valued," she
says. Additionally, Susan is dedicated to
supporting the LGBTQ+ community,
particularly through the Los Angeles LGBT
Center. "l want to see young kids and
seniors find a sense of belonging and
support.

[}

Future Endeavo

Philanthropy.:\

Susan and Mary Sue continue to explore
new ventures and philanthropic efforts.
Their latest restaurant, Alice B in Palm
Springs, is a high-end establishment in a
55+ LGBT community. “It's an exciting
project that aligns with our commitment to
creating inclusive spaces," Mary Sue says.

Susan also highlights their involvement in
intergenerational programs at the LGBT
Center. "We have culinary training
programs where youth and seniors work
together, creating a family-like
environment. It's about giving back and
using our voices to support important
causes!

Susan Feniger and Mary Sue Milliken's BBQ
Mexicana is more than just a restaurant; it's
a testament to their passion for food,
community, and sustainability. Their
journey from budding chefs to culinary
icons is marked by a commitment to
excellence, mutual respect, and a desire to
make a positive impact.

As they continue to innovate and inspire,
Susan and Mary Sue remain dedicated to
creating delicious, sustainable food while
advocating for better working conditions
and supporting the LGBTQ+ community.
Their legacy is one of passion,
perseverance, and a profound sense of
responsibility to the world around them.

The new BBQ Mexicana is located just off
Highway 215 at 8480 W Sunset Rd,
between Buffalo and Durango. Visit
bbgmexicana.com for full menu and online
ordering options.
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First Saturdays: Departing Dystopia by TSIMECA
(LARP / Cosplay)

Immerse yourself in the ultimate adventure on the first
Saturday of every month. If you love sci-fi, post-
apocalyptic fiction, dark fantasy and/or identity as
rebel, outcast or misfit this is the experience you've
been waiting for! The Departing Dystopia Saga invites
guests to engage in elaborate storylines with a cast of
original characters. Each adventure combines dramatic
performances with digital art, multi-sensory design, and
lyrical music to transport audiences to an alternate
reality. It's the perfect opportunity to escape the
confines of who you are in this reality. So go
ahead..dress up..try on a new character persona. Go
wild. Satisfy that inner child. Pretend to be the person
you've always wanted to bel!

Second Saturdays: Content Couture Fashion Night
biteSiZeD multiMedia and the Haus of Vanguardy

"Content Couture," held on the second Saturday, is a
spectacular fashion event produced in collaboration
with biteSiZeD multiMedia and the Haus of Vanguardy.
The night kicks off with an industry mixer at 7.00 PM,
followed by a runway show at 8:30 PM, featuring avant-
garde designs from upcoming fashion talents as well as
photographers. It's an evening where style meets
substance, providing a platform for emerging designers
and a fabulous opportunity for attendees to get a
glimpse of the next big trends in fashion.

Third Saturdays: Fine Art with Robin Slonina and
Slonina ArtSpace

On the third Saturday, the focus shifts to the visual arts,
curated by Robin Slonina of Slonina ArtSpace. The
venue transforms into a pop-up art exhibit, showcasing
exceptional works from selected artists. Attendees can
view and purchase original artwork, interact with the
artists, and enjoy a night dedicated to the beauty and
diversity of fine art. This partnership aims to support and
highlight local artists, enriching the Las Vegas art
scene. This partnership highlights local artists and
increases engagement between the local LGBTQ+ and
fine arts communities.

Every Saturday at Gipsy Las Vegas transforms into a celebration

of creativity and talent with "Showcase Saturdays.”" Each week
highlights a different artistic discipline, featuring collaborations with
renowned partners and offering a unique experience for all attendees.

Fourth Saturdays: Showkids Night with Estevan Velasco and Ferly Prado

The final Saturday of each month at Gipsy Las Vegas shines with "Showkids Night," a
celebration of dance and performance art curated by Estevan Velasco and Ferly Prado.
This evening pays homage to the illustrious Las Vegas Showkids community, featuring a
dazzling array of talent from the Las Vegas Strip. Attendees will experience a spectacular
mix of contemporary dance and song, showcasing the skills of extraordinary dancers and
singers. This night not only highlights the vibrancy and talent of today's performers but also
honors the legendary figures and iconic moments that have shaped the entertainment
landscape of Las Vegas. It's a night of passion, performance, and tribute to the stars who
make Las Vegas sparkle.

CIRGUE DU SOLEIL

LOVE

ufxor

This Saturday, Gipsy Las Vegas is proud to host a special edition of
"Showkids Saturday,” curated by the talented Ferly Prado and Estevan
Velasco. In a heartfelt tribute to the casts of recently closed Las Vegas
shows, we invite all performers and fans for an evening of celebration and
remembrance. Our stage will come alive with performances inspired by
the iconic productions that have dazzled audiences, offering a chance for
cast members to reunite, share memories, and showcase the magic
they've created. Join us in celebrating the spirit and achievements of our
city’s theatrical talents, as they take one more bow together. It's more
than just a farewell; it's a night to honor the passion and perseverance
that define Las Vegas's entertainment legacy.









Empowering ALL
to live authentic lives.

the center

Serving the LGBTQ Community of Nevada
\

LGBTQIA+ Programs & Services
Health Services: HIV & STD/STI Testing, PrEP Navigation
Youth & Family Services
Recovery Support Groups
Community Groups & Programs
Special Events

thecenterlv.org | 702.802.5432 | 401 S. Maryland Pkwy



LGBTQ+* Resources

THE LGBTQ+ COMMUNITY CENTER OF
SOUTHERN NEVADA

thecenterlv.org

ACLU

aclunv.org

ADL

lasvegas.adlorg

ALCOHOLICS TOGETHER

alcoholicstogetherlasvegas.com

BEARS LAS VEGAS

bearslv.org

COMMUNITY COUNSELING CENTER OF
SOUTHERN NEVADA

cccofsn.org

HENDERSON PRIDE

hhendersonpride.org

HUMAN RIGHTS CAMPAIGN

hrc.org

IMPERIAL ROYALE SOVEREIGN COURT OF

THE DESERT EMPIRE

desertempire.org

LAMBDA BUSINESS ASSOCIATION

lambdalv.com

LAS VEGAS MEN'S CHORUS

lvmenschorus.org

LAS VEGAS PRIME TIMERS

lasvegasprimetimers.com

LAS VEGAS TRANSPRIDE
lasvegastranspride.org

LEATHER UNIFORM CLUB OF LAS VEGAS
(LUC OF LV)

lucoflv.com

LEGACY COUNSELING

legacycounselingandworkforceconnections.com

MAMA DRAGONS

mamadragons.org

NEVADA GAY RODEO ASSOCIATION

ngra.com

THE PRIDE TREE

thepridetreelv.com

SILVER STATE EQUALITY
silverstateequality.org

SOUTHERN NEVADA ASIAN PACIFIC
ISLANDER QUEER SOCIETY

snapigs.org

YOUNG: EQUAL

youngequal.org

Email info@qvegas.com to add your organization to our directory.

COMMUNITY

THURSDAY JUNE 20

GlIPSY

PRESENTS

“HRC
C THIRD

THURSDAY
M| X E R
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40 minimum

Register at repsandsteps org/events
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R
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- Lesblan
Pride Mixer

JUNE 21ST >>> 6-9 PM
AT THE CENTER -
4015S. MARYLAND PKWY

No RSVP Required! We will see you there! * *

LGBTQIA+ ALLIED ™
EMPLOYERS

Secure Your Spot Today!

tinyurl.com/pridejobfair-employer

“ HIV Resources

AID FOR AIDS OF NEVADA (AFAN)

afanlv.org

AIDS HEALTHCARE FOUNDATION (AHF)
aidshealth.org

GOLDEN RAINBOW

goldenrainbow.org

HORIZON RIDGE WELLNESS CLINIC
hrclorg

SIN SITY SISTERS OF PERPETUAL
INDULGENCE

sinsitysisters.org

V4 STl Testing

THE ARLENE COOPER COMMUNITY
HEALTH CENTER

thecenterlv.org

AIDS HEALTHCARE FOUNDATION (AHF)
aidshealth.org

HUNTRIDGE FAMILY CLINIC

huntridgefamilyclinic.org

SOUTHERN NEVADA HEALTH DISTRICT

southernnevadahealthdistrict.org

UMC

umcsn.com

LAS VEGAS

MEN’S CHORUS

OLOR THE WORLD
A PREVIEW CONCERT

CELEBRATE PRIDE MONTH

" DRAG

_ QUEEN
BONOO

Let us know about your upcoming
non-profit event.

Email info@qlifemedia.com
or tag #qvegas in your Facebook event.




COCKTAIL LOUNGE

franha

NIGHTCLUB

JASMINE
KENNEDIE
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MORPHIN
. LOVE DION

DOORS OPEN AT 10PM | 4633 PARADISE RD. LAS VEGAS




