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Thank You Samantha & Andre for 
Delivering QVegas All Over Town!

Whether you’re a local or tourist, we always 
feature our favorite spots along with all the 
new and exciting things our city has to offer.
This week we are proud to feature 
Estevan Velasco and his journey from 
self-discovery to stardom, showcasing his 
talent and passion. Now a Las Vegas 
headliner, he captivates audiences with 
dynamic performances and co-creates 
the hit show “Glitz.”
History was made this week as President 
Joe Biden stepped aside and endorsed 
Vice President Kamala Harris to replace 
him as the Democratic Party’s candidate 
for President. We’ll be updating the 
QVegas Vote website in the coming 
weeks to reflect this change in the ballot. 
We also welcome RFX Automotive as a 
new advertiser for all of your car care 
needs.

Russ White & Garrett Pattiani
Publishers, QVegas & QLife Media
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SCORPIO 
JULY 2024

Honey, listen up, 'cause I'm about to spill the celestial 
tea for all you fierce Scorpios out there. July 2024 is 
gonna be a month where you need to snap those fans, 
twirl in your best heels, and strut into the spotlight of 
your own life. The stars are aligning to push you center 
stage, darling. It's time to let go of that old, crusty shell 
and let the world see the shimmering, fabulous 
phoenix you are meant to be! So, throw on your glitter, 
pump up the volume, and sashay away into your 
destiny. You've got this, and remember, the universe is 
your runway!

View this week’s horoscopes at qvegas.com/horoscopes-are-a-drag.

HOROSCOPES ARE A DRAG™

THE VENETIAN RESORT 
LAS VEGAS
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MGM RESORTS 
INTERNATIONAL
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RESORT & CASINO

VIRGIN HOTELS
LAS VEGAS

WYNN RESORTS

BENT INN & PUB

LUXOR

When you make a reservation from our website or app you help keep QVegas free. QVegas may earn a commission on your purchase. 

Hotels

These hotels have a current HRC 
Corporate Equality Index score of 100.
CAESARS ENTERTAINMENT
caesars.com

Caesars Palace
The Cromwell
Flamingo
Harrah’s
Horseshoe (formerly Bally’s)
The LINQ
Paris
Planet Hollywood

THE VENETIAN RESORT LAS VEGAS
venetianlasvegas.com

These hotels have actively demonstrated 
support for the LGBTQ+ community but 
do not have a current HRC CEI of 100
MGM RESORTS INTERNATIONAL
mgmresorts.com

Aria
Bellagio
The Cosmopolitan of Las Vegas
Delano 
Excalibur
Luxor
Mandalay Bay
MGM Grand
New York New York
Park MGM
Vdara

WYNN RESORTS
wynnlasvegas.com

Wynn Las Vegas & Encore Las Vegas

MIRAGE LAS VEGAS
PALMS RESORT & CASINO
RESORTS WORLD LAS VEGAS
RIO LAS VEGAS
VIRGIN HOTELS LAS VEGAS
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SHOW OF THE WEEK

JIMMY KIMMEL’S COMEDY CLUB
Experience the latest in comedy at Jimmy Kimmel’s Comedy Club, 
located at The LINQ Promenade on the Las Vegas Strip. Partnering 
with Caesars Entertainment, the club features performances on 
Tuesdays at 7 p.m. and 9:30 p.m., and Thursdays through Sundays 
at 7:30 p.m. and 9:30 p.m., with additional shows on Fridays and 
Saturdays at 11:30 p.m. Curated by comedian and Emmy Award-
winning TV host Jimmy Kimmel, the club captures the spirit of 
classic Vegas with late-night shows, surprise guests, and high-end 
casual cuisine. The 8,000-square-foot, dual-level venue seats up to 
300 guests and offers a happy hour from 5 – 7 p.m. with specials on 
drinks and bites.







Garrett Pattiani, co-owner of QVegas 
Magazine, recently had the pleasure of 
interviewing Estevan Velasco, a dynamic 
entertainer who has become a notable figure 
on the Las Vegas Strip. In this exclusive 
conversation, Estevan shares his journey 
from his early years in Albuquerque to his 
current success as a performer, highlighting 
his struggles, triumphs, and the passion that 
drives him.

Early Years in Albuquerque

Estevan Velasco’s story begins in 
Albuquerque, New Mexico. Born to parents 
who worked for the government, Estevan 
and his family moved frequently due to 
their jobs. Estevan is the oldest of four 
children, including his mom, stepdad, and 
three siblings. His stepdad has been a part 
of his life since he was two years old, filling 
the role of his father. Estevan didn’t meet 
his biological father until 2021, a meeting 
that added a new chapter to his life story.

The family’s frequent relocations played a 
significant role in shaping Estevan’s early 
years. One of the most impactful moves 
was to Japan, where the family lived for 
three years. It was in Japan that Estevan 
experienced many of his early awakenings.

"I realized I was gay when I was very 
young," Estevan recalls. "I was about four 
years old when I first had that realization. 
Japan was also where I knew I wanted to 

be a performer. These were significant 
moments in my life that shaped who I am 
today."

Estevan's mother was a significant 
influence in his life. A singer and artist, she 
played in a band during her younger years 
and was involved in choir. Her love for 
music and performance was passed down 
to Estevan.

"My mom had a laser disc of Janet 
Jackson’s music videos from the Janet 
album," Estevan remembers fondly. "I was 
mesmerized by her beauty, her dance 
moves, and her singing. That’s when I knew 
that performing was what I wanted to do."

Returning to the States

After their time in Japan, Estevan’s family 
returned to the United States, settling in 
Altus, Oklahoma, where they lived for eight 
years. These years were pivotal for Estevan, 
as he navigated his childhood and early 
adolescence in a conservative 
environment.

"Oklahoma was a small, conservative town, 
and it was tough being a young gay kid 
there," Estevan says. "I hid my dancer and 
performer side because I was afraid of 
being judged."

In middle school, the family moved to 
Clovis, New Mexico, where Estevan 
continued to grapple with his identity. 

However, he found an outlet through band, 
following in his mother’s footsteps by 
playing the trombone.

"Band was a safe space for me. It allowed 
me to perform without feeling exposed," 
Estevan explains. "I played the trombone 
from seventh grade all the way through my 
freshman year of college."

Embracing His True Self

College was a turning point for Estevan. He 
returned to Albuquerque to attend 
university, initially studying architecture 
before switching to psychology. He also 
pursued a minor in modern dance, 
rekindling his passion for performing.

"I came out as gay when I was 17," Estevan 
says. "College was when I decided to 
embrace my true self. I started taking 
dance classes again and immersed myself 
in community theater and drag shows. I 
wanted to make up for lost time."

Estevan’s dedication paid off. He quickly 
made a name for himself in Albuquerque’s 
performance scene, participating in various 
shows and honing his skills. His first 
professional dance opportunity came when 
he was asked to perform in an AIDS benefit 
show called “Come Out Come Out.”

"That was a significant moment for me," 
Estevan recalls. "It was my first time 
performing with drag queens and kings, 

Estevan Velasco: The Rising Star 
of Las Vegas Entertainment



and it was a powerful experience. I felt a 
sense of belonging in the LGBTQ+ 
community that I hadn’t felt before."
Moving to Las Vegas
In 2015, Estevan made the bold decision to 
move to Las Vegas, the entertainment 
capital of the world. He set a goal for 
himself: to secure a professional 
performing job within a year. He attended 
classes, auditions, and vocal lessons, 
determined to succeed.
"I told myself that if I didn’t land a job in a 
year, I would reconsider my path," Estevan 
says. "But less than a year later, I got my 
first professional job with Carnival Cruise 
Lines."
Working for Carnival Cruise Lines from 
2016 to 2020 was a transformative 
experience for Estevan. He performed in a 
variety of shows, gaining valuable training 
and experience. "I felt like I was living my 
dream, performing in different styles and 
honing my craft," he says.
During this time, Estevan also met Oscar, 
his music partner in Curl Vibe, on the ship. 
Their partnership would later play a crucial 
role in Estevan’s career.
Breakthrough in Las Vegas
Estevan’s big break in Las Vegas came 
when he joined the cast of “Extravaganza” 
at the Jubilee Theater, the only production 

show open on the Strip during the COVID-
19 pandemic. "It was a challenging time, 
but being part of that show was a blessing," 
he says. "It brought me back to Vegas when 
everything was so uncertain."

Following “Extravaganza,” Estevan joined 
the cast of “Rouge,” marking his first Vegas 
show as an original cast member. "Opening 
Rouge was a significant achievement for 
me," he says. "It was my first experience 
being part of an inaugural production, and 
it was incredible."

Creating and Headlining “Glitz”

In the past year, Estevan has taken on a 
new role as a creative artist, co-creating 
and headlining “Glitz” at Gipsy Nightclub. 
The show, which features a mix of dance, 
singing, and storytelling, has become a hit 
in Las Vegas.

"I never thought I would be in a creative 
position so early in my career," Estevan 
says. "When you approached me about 
creating something for Gipsy, I saw it as an 
incredible opportunity."

Estevan collaborated with Ferly Prado, an 
incredibly talented performer with an 
illustrious career, to bring “Glitz” to life. 
"Ferly and Dita Von Teese have helped me 
find the ultimate confidence in myself as a 
performer," he says. "Their support and 
validation meant the world to me."



Photos: JD Images

“Glitz” has been performed three times so 
far, each show different and special. "I’m 
proud of what we’ve created," Estevan says. 
"It’s not just a show; it’s an experience that 
celebrates the LGBTQ+ community and 
provides opportunities for my performer 
friends."
Exploring New Opportunities
With a more flexible schedule, Estevan has 
begun exploring new opportunities in Las 
Vegas. He now performs regularly at 
several lounges, including the Rouge 
Room at Red Rock Casino, a speakeasy at 
Aria, and the Fontainebleau Hotel.
"Performing in these lounges has allowed 
me to dive into the singer role I’ve always 
dreamed of," Estevan says. "Each venue has 
a different vibe, and I get to do something 
unique every night."
Estevan’s diverse performances range from 
upbeat, dancey music at the Rouge Room 
to intimate R&B and jazz sets at the 
speakeasy. "It’s great to have variety in my 
performances," he says. "I get to explore 
different styles and connect with 
audiences in new ways."
Future Aspirations
Looking ahead, Estevan’s goals are 
focused on continuing to grow as a 
performer and creator. "I’ve always been a 
go-with-the-flow kind of person," he says. 
"But now, I want to invest more in myself 
and my artistry."
Estevan’s experiences in the lounges and 
his work on “Glitz” have reinforced his belief 
in the power of entertainment to bring joy 
and connection. "People come to my 
shows to forget about their worries and just 
be in the moment," he says. "I want to 
continue creating spaces where people 
can feel happy, loved, and seen."
Advice for Young Performers

Reflecting on his journey, Estevan has 
valuable advice for young LGBTQ+ 
performers. "The only person in the way of 
your success is yourself," he says. "Don’t let 
fear or doubt hold you back. Believe in 
yourself and your talents."

Estevan also emphasizes the importance 
of self-care and self-love. "Every morning, I 
look in the mirror and acknowledge 
myself," he says. "You are the only person 
who will be with you for your entire life, so 
you have to love and support yourself first."

Gratitude and Future Vision

As the interview concludes, Estevan 
expresses his gratitude for the 
opportunities and support he has received. 
"I want to thank you, Garrett, for believing in 
me and helping me grow as a performer 
and creator," he says. "Your support has 
been instrumental in my journey."

Estevan’s vision for the future is clear: to 
continue creating, performing, and 
inspiring others. "I want to keep pushing 
myself and exploring new possibilities," he 
says. "I believe that art and entertainment 
have the power to bring people together 
and make a positive impact."

With his talent, passion, and dedication, 
Estevan Velasco is undoubtedly a rising 
star in the Las Vegas entertainment scene. 
His journey from Albuquerque to the Vegas 
Strip is a testament to the power of self-
belief and the transformative impact of 
pursuing one’s dreams.

As Estevan continues to captivate 
audiences with his performances and 
creative projects, the future looks bright for 
this talented entertainer. Stay tuned for 
more exciting developments from Estevan 
Velasco, and be sure to catch his 
performances at various venues across Las 
Vegas.



At Orizn, we are more than just a brand. We are visionaries, 
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National Chicken 
Wing Day

MONDAY JULY 29
$1 Wings

w/ Drink Purchase
All Day and Night
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Health Services: HIV & STD/STI Testing, PrEP Navigation

Youth & Family Services
Recovery Support Groups

Community Groups & Programs
Special Events

THE LGBTQ+ COMMUNITY CENTER OF 
SOUTHERN NEVADA
thecenterlv.org

ACLU
aclunv.org

ADL
lasvegas.adl.org

ALCOHOLICS TOGETHER
alcoholicstogetherlasvegas.com

BEARS LAS VEGAS
bearslv.org

COMMUNITY COUNSELING CENTER OF 
SOUTHERN NEVADA
cccofsn.org

HENDERSON PRIDE
hhendersonpride.org

HUMAN RIGHTS CAMPAIGN
hrc.org

IMPERIAL ROYALE SOVEREIGN COURT OF 
THE DESERT EMPIRE
desertempire.org

LAMBDA BUSINESS ASSOCIATION
lambdalv.com

LAS VEGAS MEN’S CHORUS
lvmenschorus.org

LAS VEGAS PRIME TIMERS
lasvegasprimetimers.com

LAS VEGAS TRANSPRIDE 
lasvegastranspride.org

LEATHER UNIFORM CLUB OF LAS VEGAS 
(LUC OF LV)
lucoflv.com

LEGACY COUNSELING
legacycounselingandworkforceconnections.com

MAMA DRAGONS
mamadragons.org

NEVADA GAY RODEO ASSOCIATION
ngra.com

THE PRIDE TREE
thepridetreelv.com

SILVER STATE EQUALITY
silverstateequality.org

SOUTHERN NEVADA ASIAN PACIFIC 
ISLANDER QUEER SOCIETY
snapiqs.org

YOUNG: EQUAL
youngequal.org

LGBTQ+ Resources HIV Resources

STI Testing

AID FOR AIDS OF NEVADA (AFAN)
afanlv.org

AIDS HEALTHCARE FOUNDATION (AHF)
aidshealth.org

GOLDEN RAINBOW
goldenrainbow.org

HORIZON RIDGE WELLNESS CLINIC
hrcl.org

SIN SITY SISTERS OF PERPETUAL 
INDULGENCE
sinsitysisters.org

THE ARLENE COOPER COMMUNITY 
HEALTH CENTER
thecenterlv.org

AIDS HEALTHCARE FOUNDATION (AHF)
aidshealth.org

HUNTRIDGE FAMILY CLINIC
huntridgefamilyclinic.org

SOUTHERN NEVADA HEALTH DISTRICT
southernnevadahealthdistrict.org

UMC
umcsn.com

Email info@qvegas.com to add your organization to our directory.
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