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By the end of this month, Austin's 
famous rainbow crosswalk on 
West Fourth Street will be gone — 

scrubbed down to standard white lines. 
It's the latest casualty in a campaign that 
has, in less than a year, erased queer 
street art from LGBTQ+ districts across 
the country and echoed overseas.
The push began in July 2025, when U.S. 
Transportation Secretary Sean Duffy 
ordered states to eliminate rainbow 
crosswalks and other roadway 
"distractions," declaring that "roads are 
for safety, not political messages." Critics 
quickly noted the department offered no 
evidence linking decorative crosswalks to 
traffic deaths — and in at least one case, 
the data cut the other way. In Miami 
Beach, Commissioner Alex Fernandez 
pointed to crash reports showing fewer 
accidents at the Ocean Drive rainbow 
crosswalk than at neighboring 
intersections, calling the safety rationale a 
cover for intolerance.
Florida moved first, and most infamously. 
In August, state crews arrived in the 
middle of the night and painted over the 
rainbow crosswalk outside Pulse in 
Orlando — the memorial to the 49 people 
murdered there in 2016. Orlando's mayor 
called it a cruel political act. Residents 
responded with chalk, recoloring the 
crosswalk again and again; the state 
painted over their work each time, posted 
"Defacing Roadway Prohibited" signs, and 
stationed troopers at the intersection 
around the clock. Pulse survivor Brandon 
Wolf noted bitterly that more officers 
were guarding the pavement than had 
guarded Pulse's front door the night of 
the massacre. Protests spread to Wilton 
Manors, Key West and Miami Beach as 
cities across the state received removal 
orders.
Texas followed in October, when Governor 
Greg Abbott directed TxDOT to strip 
"non-standard" crosswalks statewide and 

threatened to withhold road funding from 
cities that refused. Houston's Montrose 
crosswalks were power-washed away 
before dawn as residents watched. San 
Antonio's came up in January. Dallas 
sought an exemption for its ten rainbow 
crosswalks in Oak Lawn; the state said 
no, and by spring, crews had removed 
roughly 30 decorative crossings citywide 
— the Cedar Springs rainbows and Black 
Lives Matter murals in South Dallas alike. 
Austin, the last holdout, is complying now.
But the story isn't only erasure — it's 
adaptation. El Paso wrapped its street 
lamps in Pride flags. Dallas unveiled 
rainbow-painted public library steps, and 
Oak Lawn United Methodist Church 
colored its own front stairs. Austin 
residents painted a mural of multicolored 
hearts a block from their doomed 
crosswalk.
San Antonio delivered the most elegant 
counterpunch of all. After the state 
scrubbed the rainbow crosswalk at Main 
and Evergreen in January, the city 
invested roughly $170,000 in brand-new 
rainbow sidewalks at the very same 
intersection — brighter, bigger, and 
completely permanent. The genius is 
jurisdictional: the governor's order 
reaches the roadway, but sidewalks 
belong to the city. San Antonio even 
preserved pieces of the original scrubbed 
crosswalk for future art installations. The 
state erased one rainbow and got a 
bigger one that it can't touch, anchoring 
the city's Pride Cultural Heritage District. 
Streets belong to the state; the 
community keeps finding everything that 
doesn't.
The pattern has gone international. In 
France this spring, a wave of newly 
elected right-wing mayors removed Pride 
flags from town halls, painted rainbow 
crosswalks white, and canceled 
scheduled Pride marches — moves that 
French advocates warned feed a rising 

climate of anti-LGBTQ+ violence on both 
sides of the Atlantic.
Which brings us home — to the corner of 
Paradise and Naples, where this story 
could end differently.
The Fruit Loop enters this fight from a 
position no other gayborhood in America 
can claim right now: momentum. Last 
year, the Nevada Legislature designated 
our block a historic LGBTQ+ landmark — 
official recognition of five decades of 
queer life, from the first AIDS fundraiser in 
the city to the bars still packed every 
weekend. The intersection finally got the 
crosswalk this community spent a 
generation asking for. And the 
neighborhood said out loud what it 
wanted next: make it rainbow. We deserve 
that.
We still do. And the lesson from Texas 
isn't caution — it's blueprint. San Antonio 
proved a community can lose a crosswalk 
and answer with something bigger, 
brighter, and beyond any governor's 
reach. Now imagine that here, done first, 
done proudly, done before anyone comes 
with paint: rainbow sidewalks ringing the 
entire Loop. Pride-wrapped lampposts 
from Gipsy to Piranha to QUADZ. Color on 
every surface the community owns — 
storefronts, patios, walls, steps — a 
district you can spot from a plane on 
approach to Harry Reid. Not a defensive 
workaround, but the boldest queer 
streetscape in the American West, built 
into the bones of a state-recognized 
historic landmark.
Las Vegas has never been shy about 
lighting things up. In a year when 
rainbows are being scrubbed off asphalt 
from Orlando to Lille, this city — our city 
— could be the one that paints more, not 
less. The Fruit Loop was named a 
landmark because this community 
refused, for fifty years, to be invisible. The 
next fifty start with a bucket of paint. 
Who's in?

They're Erasing Rainbows Across America. 
The Fruit Loop Should Paint a Bigger One.
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income and the organization covers the 
rest.
The Center, over the same stretch, went 
the other way. In fiscal 2018 it reported 
about $1.3 million in total revenue. By 
fiscal 2024 it booked roughly $21 million 
against $16.4 million in 
expenses, closing with a 
surplus near $4.6 million 
and net assets of $13.4 
million. More than half of 
that revenue — about 
$11.4 million — was 
earned program-service 
income of the kind a licensed clinic and 
pharmacy generate.
Waldron's account and the filings are not 
in conflict so much as in tension: he 
describes three organizations each facing 
"our own unique challenges" and 
choosing partnership over attrition. What 
the numbers make clear is that only one 
of the three had built an engine capable 
of carrying the other two.
The rescuer was once the rescued
Which is the part of this story that gives 
Waldron standing to make the argument 
at all.
In June 2017, the organization then known 
as the Gay and Lesbian Community 
Center of Southern Nevada was in visible 
distress. It had failed to land a year-end 
grant and started the year in deficit. It cut 
hours and staff salaries, closed on 
weekends, and turned to the community 
with an emergency campaign that had 
raised only about $7,600 of a $50,000 
goal by that Pride month. The Bronze 
Cafe left in the fall.
When Waldron arrived as CEO in January 
2019, there were nine employees plus 
him. The donor base had waned. And a 
balloon payment was coming due on the 
Robert L. Forbuss Building, with — by his 
account at the time — no bank in town 
willing to refinance. That was certainly 
true, until the startup Lexicon Bank came 
through for The Center in December 2019. 
"They absolutely saved us when we had 

six months left to go on the Forbuss 
property and we honestly had no idea 
how we were going to recover. They 
refinanced us with a low fixed rate for 10 
years to give us time to figure out a path 
forward for paying off the property, which 
we continue to work on today," recalls 
Waldron.
What changed it was a board and a plan: 
a strategic bet on a licensed health clinic 
that could generate recurring revenue 
and, in turn, sustain the free programming 
that had always been the organization's 
soul. Today The Center runs the Arlene 
Cooper Community Health Center and the 
Gavin J. Goorjian Community Health 
Center, a pharmacy operation, behavioral 
health, victim services, youth and senior 
programs — and, across all three 
organizations, more than 100 employees, 
not counting contracted medical staff.
"The day I started there were nine 
employees plus me," Waldron said. "And 
here we are, we're over 100 now."
Asked directly whether the acquisitions 
put that hard-won stability at risk, he was 
unequivocal. "We're not at risk with the 

acquisitions." He credits two things: the 
340B pharmacy program, which 
generates what the law requires be called 
savings rather than revenue and which 
must be reinvested in mission, and the 
support of the organization's largest 
foundation funders. He also notes The 
Center now answers to two boards — a 
governing board and a foundation board 
— which he describes as very good at 
asking whether a thing has been thought 
through.
What survives, and what comes back
The most consequential detail of this deal 
is one the press release didn't spell out: 
The Center is keeping both 501(c)(3)s.
AFAN and Golden Rainbow remain 
separate federal charters, now governed 
by The Center's board, which assumes 
fiduciary responsibility and oversight for 
both. Part of the reason is practical — 
Waldron was candid that grants are 
attached to those 
entities and 
cannot survive 
their dissolution. 
"For full 
transparency, that was part of it," he said. 
But he framed the rest as commitment: 
multiple nonprofits in town operate 
subsidiary charters under a parent 
organization, and keeping these two 
allowed The Center to promise that the 
names would endure.
The division of labor is clean. All housing 

work — including future development — 
will carry the Golden Rainbow name. 
Everything in HIV prevention, treatment, 
education and outreach will carry AFAN's. 
The Center made a specific commitment 
to Golden Rainbow's board before closing 
that its existing properties will stay 
focused on HIV housing, even as The 
Center expands the brand into housing 
beyond an HIV focus.
The boards themselves have largely 
stepped back. AFAN's directors resigned 
except for board president Laura Foley, 
who joined The Center's board. Golden 
Rainbow's board resigned as a board and 
reconstituted as an official advisory 
council — with a specific charge.
"We want to bring back the Ribbon of 
Life," Waldron said.
That is news. Golden Rainbow's signature 
Strip-talent showcase, a fixture for more 
than thirty years, has been dormant; the 
advisory council exists in part to guide its 
return. Longtime executive director Gary 
Costa retired in the transition, but all 
three Golden Rainbow staff came over.

On AFAN's side, the 
fundraising traditions 
continue — and, 
importantly, the money 
stays where donors 
intend it. Proceeds are 
earmarked, not pooled 
into a general Center 

fund. Ribbon of Life will support Golden 
Rainbow and HIV housing. The AIDS Walk 
and the Black & White Party will fund the 
work under the AFAN brand, covering the 
needs that grants don't reach.
"We're not looking to merge those into 
fundraising for The Center itself," Waldron 
said, noting the commitment was made to 
both boards before the transactions 
closed.
Where everyone will work
The offices are consolidating. The Center 
recently purchased two buildings on 
Fourth Street downtown for $5.2 million, 
and is vacating its leased administrative 
space at 10th and Bonneville — 
seventeen offices — as of this week.
The larger building at 504 Fourth Street 
will house administration, finance and 
other Center functions. The smaller 
building at 516 Fourth Street, in the same 
lot, becomes the home of AFAN and 
Golden Rainbow, with the transition rolling 

out over the next 
couple of months.
There is a small poetry 
in the address. Fourth 

Street is the Pride parade route.
The funding question
The question a lot of people asked first 
was whether putting everything under 
one roof would dilute the federal money. 
Waldron says the opposite.
AFAN holds Ryan White Part B funding; 

John Waldron
The Center CEO
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thecenterlv.org

ACLU
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ADL
lasvegas.adl.org

ALCOHOLICS TOGETHER
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HENDERSON PRIDE
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HUMAN RIGHTS CAMPAIGN
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LEATHER UNIFORM CLUB OF LAS VEGAS 
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YOUNG: EQUAL
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THE ARLENE COOPER 
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thecenterlv.org

AID FOR AIDS OF NEVADA (AFAN)
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AIDS HEALTHCARE FOUNDATION (AHF)
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CAN COMMUNITY HEALTH
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SIN SITY SISTERS OF PERPETUAL 
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sinsitysisters.org

THE GAVIN J. GOORJIAN 
COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTER
thecenterlv.org

AFFINIDERM
affiniderm.com

COMMUNITY COUNSELING CENTER OF 
SOUTHERN NEVADA
cccofsn.org

FARABI WELLNESS CENTER
hpvlv.com

HUNTRIDGE FAMILY CLINIC
huntridgefamilyclinic.org

PARCS DENTISTRY
parcsdentistry.com

SOUTHERN NEVADA HEALTH DISTRICT
southernnevadahealthdistrict.org

UMC
umcsn.com
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Bar & Nightlife Guide

The Historic LGBTQ+ Landmark

The Fruit Loop
GET BOOKED
4640 Paradise Rd Unit 15

GIPSY NIGHTCLUB
4605 Paradise Rd

PIRANHA NIGHTCLUB
4633 Paradise Rd

QUADZ
4640 Paradise Rd

BADLANDS
953 E Sahara Ave Unit 22B

DUST
855 E Twain Ave, Unit 114

THE EAGLE
3430 E Tropicana Ave Unit 47

FLEX COCKTAIL LOUNGE
501 E Twain Ave

FUN HOG RANCH
495 E Twain Ave

THE GARAGE
1487 E Flamingo Rd

HAMBURGER MARY’S
1700 E Flamingo Rd

THE PHOENIX
4213 W Sahara Ave




