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The Gays Are Winning: A Sports Hall of 
Fame Relaunch, a Boy Band Revival, 
and a Mediterranean Takeover

aboard the Azamara Pursuit. We interview 
OUTbound’s own “Julie the Cruise Director”  
Eric Hodgson. The itinerary is an ambitious 
blend of mythology, drag, and 
Mediterranean indulgence—with stops in 
Athens, Santorini, Crete, Rhodes, Ephesus, 
and Mykonos.

But don’t mistake this for a floating dance 
party (though there will be plenty of those). 
OUTbound has partnered with queer 
historians and LGBTQ-led tour guides to 
spotlight ancient same-sex love stories, 
Dionysian rituals, and the queer roots of 
classical civilization—bringing depth and 
perspective to a sun-drenched itinerary.

The Backstreet Boys’ Sphere Residency 
Hits Harder Than Expected

If you haven’t yet surrendered to the 
nostalgia tsunami at Sphere, there’s still 
time. The Backstreet Boys’ “Into the 
Millennium” residency is a full-blown pop 
opera wrapped in lasers, tearjerkers, and 
choreography that still slaps two decades 
later.

As the cultural current of late summer 
builds momentum, the LGBTQ+ community 
finds itself at the intersection of legacy, 
luxury, and unapologetic visibility. Whether 
you’re poolside in Vegas, cruising the 
Aegean, or screaming “I Want It That Way” 
inside a glowing spaceship at Sphere, one 
thing’s certain: we’re not just watching the 
moment—we’re shaping it.

LGBTQ+ Sports Hall of Fame 
Relaunches—From the Sports Capital of 
the Nation

This week, Las Vegas adds another jewel to 
its growing sports crown with the official 
announcement of the LGBTQ+ Sports Hall 
of Fame relaunch, hosted by the Sports 
Equality Foundation. Yet another reason 
Vegas has become a national powerhouse 
in professional sports, from the Aces to the 
Raiders to the Golden Knights.

The announcement is part of the “Stronger 
Together” LGBTQ+ Sports Forum, a timely 
gathering of athletes, advocates, and 
organizers uniting around inclusion in 
athletics. At a time when anti-LGBTQ+ 
rhetoric and legislation—particularly 
targeting trans athletes—is escalating, the 
forum and Hall of Fame reassert the 
community’s rightful place on the field, the 
court, the rink, and beyond.

Out to Sea: OUTbound’s Greek Isles 
Cruise Sells Out with Pride

Meanwhile, OUTbound’s Greek Isles Cruise 
(Aug. 31–Sept. 7) is shaping up to be the 
queer travel event of the season, hosted 
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There are few places more drenched 
in myth, mystery, and 
Mediterranean sunlight than the 

Greek Isles—and few ways to explore 
them more authentically, more joyfully, 
and more unapologetically queer than 
aboard an OUTbound cruise.

This August 31 to September 7, a shipful of 
LGBTQ+ adventurers will embark on a 
journey through ancient civilizations, 
volcano-sculpted islands, drag-studded 
nights, and sun-kissed beach days aboard 
the Azamara Pursuit—hosted and curated 
by the always effervescent Eric Hodgson, 
founder of OUTbound. But this isn’t your 
typical party cruise. It’s not about escaping 
the world. It’s about connecting with it—
intimately, joyfully, and together.

“Don’t get me wrong, we know how to have 
fun,” Eric says with a grin. “But we also want 
to go deeper. There’s so much queer 
history in the places we visit—so many 
stories that are part of our legacy. This 
cruise is about being part of those stories.”

Athens: Before the Sail

While the cruise officially departs on 
August 31, many guests will arrive days 
earlier to take full advantage of the 
OUTbound pre-cruise experience in 
Athens. That includes lodging at the Royal 
Olympic Hotel, just a five-minute stroll from 
both the Acropolis Museum and the 
historic Plaka District—where cobblestone 
alleys lead to ouzo-scented cafés, Greek 
crafts, and ancient ruins.

“We always recommend people come in 
early,” Eric says. “It’s a kind of jet lag 
insurance—but it’s also about giving 
yourself time to fall in love with Athens.”

OUTbound has partnered with an LGBTQ-
led tour company whose guides—each a 
member of the queer community—offer 
cultural tours that center not just antiquity, 
but queerness in antiquity. From Apollo and 
his male lover Cyparissus to Dionysian cult 

rituals, these tours offer a refreshingly 
honest lens through which to view Greek 
myth and legacy.

And before guests even set foot on the 
ship, OUTbound is throwing a pre-boarding 
welcome party in collaboration with a local 
Athens queer nightclub, giving travelers a 
chance to mingle with the local LGBTQ+ 
community and each other.

Bon Voyage: Boarding the Azamara 
Pursuit

On Sunday, August 31, guests will be 
transferred by shuttle from the hotel to the 
port in Piraeus in organized waves. As the 
Azamara Pursuit welcomes travelers 
aboard, bags go straight to the staterooms, 
and the buffet opens with champagne and 
ocean views.

At 5:00 pm, as the ship pulls away from 
Athens, the sail-away party kicks off on 
deck with live music, cocktails, and a 
special celebration: the Five Timers Jacket 
Ceremony, honoring guests who’ve sailed 
with OUTbound five or more times.

“There’s a community that comes back 
again and again,” Eric says. “And we honor 
that. Whether it’s your fifth cruise or your 
first, we want you to feel like you’re coming 
home.”

Later that evening, solo travelers are 
invited to the first mixer in the ship’s “Living 
Room” lounge, ensuring no one starts the 
journey alone. “We’re big on connections,” 
Eric adds. “Especially for solo travelers. 
These mixers make it easy to make friends 
from the start.”

That night’s onboard entertainment is 
light—live music, cocktails, and 
introductions to the staff, including host 
Jose, Azamara’s cruise director Grace, and 
of course, Eric himself. “The first night is 
about easing in, finding your cabin, sipping 
something cold, and watching the sea go 
by.”

Crete: Minoan Majesty

The first port is Heraklion, capital of Crete—
the largest island in the Aegean. Guests 
can choose from several excursions, 
including walking tours, cooking classes, or 
visits to the Palace of Knossos, once the 
heart of the Minoan civilization. “We offer 
multiple options at every stop,” Eric notes. 
“You can go immersive with a guided 
historical tour, or just wander and shop at 
your own pace.”

Crete’s food scene is legendary—don’t miss 
Peskesi, a Cretan farm-to-table spot in 
Heraklion’s old town, or Ippokambos for 
fresh seafood and seafront views.

That evening, the ship sets sail, and 
onboard nightlife begins to bloom—with 
performers like drag legend Paige Turner, 
magicians Jay and Joss, and the sultry 
classical-pop trio Brandon and James 
(joined by vocalist Effie Passero) scheduled 
throughout the week.

Santorini: Postcard Perfect

On September 2, the Azamara docks in 
Santorini—perhaps the most iconic of the 
Greek isles. “When you first see it from the 
ship, it looks like snow on a mountain,” Eric 
recalls. “But it’s not snow—it’s whitewashed 
homes perched on volcanic cliffs.”

Excursion options here include the best-of-
Santorini scenic overview, local vineyard 
and distillery tastings, and a spa-like dip in 
the island’s hot mineral springs—still 
bubbling in the center of the dormant 
caldera.

Santorini is also one of the few ports where 
the ship lingers late. “We made sure guests 
would be there for sunset,” Eric says. “It’s 
unlike anywhere else on Earth. The whole 
sky turns to fire, and everyone just pauses 
and takes it in.”

For dinner, don’t miss the chance to try 
Metaxi Mas, a taverna tucked into the hills 
near Kamari that locals rave about.

MY BIG FAT BODY POSITIVE GREEK

GAY LGBTQ+ CRUISE



Rhodes: Castles and Knights

Next comes Rhodes, known for its 
medieval Old Town and towering stone 
fortifications. As the ship pulls in on 
September 3, guests can step back into a 
world of knights, myths, and architectural 
grandeur.

Excursions include guided tours of the 
Palace of the Grand Master, the ancient 
streets of Lindos, and a visit to the former 
site of the Colossus of Rhodes—one of the 
Seven Wonders of the Ancient World.

“Rhodes is probably our most photogenic 
stop,” Eric says. “The Old Town feels like a 
movie set. And it’s one of the few places 
where you feel both Greek and medieval 
European vibes.”

For lunch, the courtyard restaurant Marco 
Polo is a favorite among foodies and locals 
alike.

Ephesus: Crossing into Turkey

On September 4, the ship makes its only 
non-Greek stop: the ancient city of 
Ephesus, now part of modern-day Turkey. 
This detour isn’t just legal necessity—it’s 
also a cultural treasure.

“Ephesus is mind-blowing,” Eric says. “It’s 
like walking through a fully intact Roman 
city. You see the amphitheater, the Temple 
of Artemis, and the Library of Celsus—it’s 
stunning.”

And for the architecture nerds: “You’ve 
seen it in textbooks. But standing in front of 
that four-story library façade? It’s 
something else.”

This is a half-day stop, but there’s time to 
explore, shop in nearby Kusadasi, or relax 
with Turkish coffee or sweets before 
returning to the ship.

Mykonos: The Queer Capital of the 
Aegean

Then comes the crown jewel: two full days 
and one overnight in Mykonos, the most 
famously LGBTQ+ friendly island in the 
Mediterranean. “We actually built the entire 
itinerary around being in Mykonos on a 
Friday and Saturday,” Eric admits. “That’s 
how special it is.”

By day, guests can lounge at Elia Beach, 

take a shuttle to JackieO’s Beach Club at 
Super Paradise, or join excursions to 
nearby Delos, an archaeological treasure 
trove. There are also food and walking 
tours for those who want to explore 
Mykonos Town’s iconic windmills, labyrinth 
alleys, and boutiques.
By night, the island turns electric. Though 
the ship remains the main party hub, 
guests are encouraged to explore 
Mykonos’ nightlife—including 54 SkyBar, 
Porta Bar, and JackieO’ Town Bar, all 
welcoming and thriving during daylight 
and beyond.
For dining, Kiki’s Tavern near Agios Sostis is 
a must—but go early, as they don’t take 
reservations.
Dining, Wellness, and Community 
Onboard
Throughout the cruise, food is a 
centerpiece. Discoveries Restaurant offers 
complimentary seated meals with 
changing menus, while Windows Café (the 
ship’s buffet) hosts themed nights—Greek, 
Italian, Indian—complete with terrace 
seating under the stars.
For those looking to indulge, Prime C 
(steakhouse) and Aqualina (seafood/Italian) 
are elevated options available with 
reservations for a small fee—or included 
with suites or veranda-plus cabins.
Wellness options abound too. The 
Sanctum Spa features massages, facials, 
and even acupuncture. Steam rooms, 
fitness classes, and a private saltwater 
whirlpool on the ship’s bow offer restorative 
options for every type of traveler.
And for those with dietary needs, Eric is 
quick to reassure: “We build your profile in 
advance. Allergies, preferences, vegan, 
gluten-free—it’s all accounted for before 
you even board.”
An LGBTQ+ Experience Without Barriers
More than the ports, performances, or 
parties, what sets OUTbound apart is its 
spirit of inclusion. “We’re not a circuit cruise. 
We’re also not a monastic retreat,” Eric says. 
“We’re somewhere in the middle. A Pride 
festival at sea.”
That balance is reflected in the crowd: solo 

travelers, longtime couples, chosen 
families, and allies—all spanning a wide 
range of ages, backgrounds, and body 
types. There are no VIP tiers, no body 
expectations, no dress codes. Just 
community.

And accessibility isn’t just emotional—it’s 
financial too. Staterooms start around 
$1,600 per person, with interest-free 
payment plans available to make the 
experience approachable for teachers, 
students, and retirees alike.

“We don’t think your bank account should 
determine whether you feel like you 
belong,” Eric says. “So we make it possible, 
whether you pay all at once or in monthly 
chunks.”

Returning to Athens

On the final morning, September 7, the ship 
returns to Athens by dawn. Guests 
disembark between 7 and 10 a.m., with 
options for hotel transfers or airport 
shuttles. OUTbound recommends 
scheduling flights no earlier than noon to 
avoid stress.

But for many, the cruise doesn’t truly end at 
the dock. “You meet people on this trip that 
stay in your life,” Eric reflects. “That’s the 
real magic.”

Whether it’s your first time in Greece or 
your fifth time with Outbound, this journey 
offers more than a tour of the Aegean. It’s a 
celebration of self, history, and 
community—with sunsets, string quartets, 
and drag queens along the way.

As Eric puts it, “You’re not just going on 
vacation. You’re joining something bigger.”

Note: QVegas has partnered with 
OUTbound to create the official 
OUTbound app for iPhone. Concept and 
development started on the Springtime 
in Paris river cruise and will make its 
debut in a limited beta trial during the 
Greek Isles Cruise. We hope to officially 
launch on the Danube River Christmas 
Market Cruise this December. 
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It’s a strange thing, being abducted by a 
boy band. But at Sphere—Las Vegas’ 
futuristic eye of the pop culture 

hurricane—that’s exactly what happens. 
You’re sitting in your seat one moment, 
sipping a cocktail the color of artificial 
nostalgia, and the next you’re caught in a 
tractor beam of harmonies, lasers, and 
Millennium-era emotion, soaring through 
space with five men who soundtracked 
your adolescence.

Welcome to Into the Millennium—the 
Backstreet Boys’ thunderous, tear-jerking, 
body-shaking, tech-drenched residency at 
the most advanced concert venue on 
Earth. It’s not a revival. It’s not a cash grab. 
It’s a full-scale galactic voyage into boy 
band mythology—with enough heart to 
melt even the most jaded millennial, and 
enough campy sci-fi visuals to make Star 
Wars blush.

We saw it after the opening weekend 
crowds had dispersed just slightly—when 
the crew had settled into their spaceship 
and the lasers knew exactly when to strike. 
And we’re here to report: this is not just the 
best show the Backstreet Boys have ever 
done. It’s one of the most unforgettable 
nights of live pop music Las Vegas has 
seen in decades.

A Pop Odyssey That Starts in Outer Space

The show begins, as all great queer 
adventures do, with drama.

Sphere’s massive 16K resolution LED 

ceiling morphs into a sky of ominous 
clouds as an enormous alien spacecraft 
descends from above, à la Independence 
Day—only instead of Will Smith, we get five 
of the best-selling pop vocalists of all time.
Then the beat drops.
“Larger Than Life.” The platform rises. The 
crowd erupts. The Backstreet Boys are 
here, and they’re not easing in gently.
In fact, the first few songs are a full-throttle 
trip through Y2K perfection. “It’s Gotta Be 
You” turns Sphere into a galactic nightclub. 
“As Long As You Love Me” and “More Than 
That” bring out the lighters—well, the 
phone flashlights—and a collective swell of 
emotion from an audience whose muscle 
memory remembers every word, every 
sway, every move.
But this isn’t just a nostalgia act.
A Story Told in Stars, Screens & Sincerity
Into the Millennium isn’t just a concert. It’s a 
conceptual spectacle that unites three 
decades of pop history with Sphere’s 
bleeding-edge technology and a surprising 
amount of narrative heart. Over 25 songs, 
the show weaves together cosmic 
adventure and grounded emotion, taking 
fans on a journey that’s as visual as it is 
visceral.
You’re not just watching a setlist play out. 
You’re watching the Backstreet Boys move 
through time and space, propelled by 
Sphere’s completely immersive LED screen 
and seat-shaking haptics.

At one point, the screen becomes a lonely 
ice planet, whizzing past the audience with 
such realism that several people literally 
ducked. Later, it blossoms into a digital 
flower garden during “More Than That,” 
melts into a cathedral of stars during “Show 
Me the Meaning of Being Lonely,” and 
explodes into a mirrorball cosmos for “Get 
Down (You’re the One for Me).”

Each visual beat is paired with a song from 
the group’s massive catalog, including 
deep cuts like “Siberia,” “Spanish Eyes,” and 
“No One Else Comes Close,” which gave 
diehard fans the chance to sob openly (and 
often).

The Brotherhood, The Ballads & The 
Queer Catharsis

Here’s the thing that hits hardest: the 
emotional intimacy. Even as Sphere 
overwhelms your senses, the Backstreet 
Boys deliver a show rooted in vulnerability. 
They’re not posturing anymore. They’re 
letting you in.

During a mid-show acoustic medley, the 
Boys gather near the front of the stage, 
stripped of glitz, to sing ballads like “Back 
to Your Heart” and “The Perfect Fan.” 
Childhood photos of their families and kids 
flash across the Sphere’s wraparound sky. 
Brian Littrell gets choked up. Kevin 
Richardson dabs his eyes. AJ McLean—
who admits he’s cried “at least four times 
tonight”—smiles through it.

You can feel the brotherhood between 

Backstreet’s Back—and Blasting Off: 
Inside the Larger-Than-Life Spectacle 
of Sphere’s First Boy Band Residency
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them. And you can feel the connection with 
the crowd, especially with those of us who 
grew up loving this music in secret, waiting 
for a day when it was safe to sing it out 
loud.
Well, that day is here. And the Sphere is the 
temple.
The LGBTQ+ community has always had a 
deep, sometimes unspoken love affair with 
the Backstreet Boys. They were the 
soundtrack to our early crushes, our 
heartbreaks, our queer awakenings. Into 
the Millennium honors that history, even if 
the band never says it outright.
Because when 18,000 fans—many of them 
proudly queer—are standing beneath a 
laser-filled sky, screaming the chorus to “I 
Want It That Way” with glitter on their 
cheeks and tears in their eyes, you don’t 
need a speech. You just need the music.
Choreo, Confidence & Camp
Even after 30 years, the Backstreet Boys’ 
moves are still crisp. They may not drop to 
their knees quite as quickly, but they’ve lost 
none of the polish—and they've added a 
little dad-joke sass that makes the whole 
thing even more charming.
Their stage presence is undeniable. Nick 
Carter, sleeveless and swaggering, still 
brings that boyish charisma. Howie 
Dorough stuns with buttery vocals and skin 
so dewy it deserves its own skincare line. 
AJ commands the stage like a queer-
coded rock star with perfect eyeliner and 
painted nails. Kevin, the elegant giraffe of 
the group, exudes stoic warmth. And Brian, 
despite vocal strain from a past condition, 
sings with such conviction you feel every 
note in your chest.
And yes, they still do the “Everybody” 
choreography. And yes, it still SLAPS.
The Setlist: Bangers Only
With a career that spans over 30 years and 
130 million records sold, narrowing it down 
to 25 songs wasn’t easy. But the setlist 
reads like a Max Martin–approved fever 
dream:
• Larger Than Life
• It’s Gotta Be You
• As Long As You Love Me
• More Than That
• I Need You Tonight
• Siberia
• Don’t Want You Back
• Get Another Boyfriend
• Show Me the Meaning of Being Lonely
• Don’t Want to Lose You Now
• Hey (new single)
• The One
• Back to Your Heart
• Spanish Eyes
• No One Else Comes Close
• The Perfect Fan
• All I Have to Give
• Drowning
• Quit Playing Games with My Heart

• Shape of My Heart
• I Want It That Way
• Get Down (You’re the One for Me)
• We’ve Got It Goin’ On
• The Call
• Everybody (Backstreet’s Back)

No skips. No filler. Just wall-to-wall 
emotional landmines.

 Backstreet, Reframed for 2025

Let’s talk legacy. The Backstreet Boys were 
once dismissed as bubblegum. Teen 
fodder. Guilty pleasures. But not anymore.

By headlining Sphere—following acts like 
U2 and Dead & Company—the Boys have 
proven that pop belongs on the big stage, 
and that their music wasn’t a phase. It was a 
cultural imprint.

They’ve come full circle. From mall tours to 
world tours to the Strip and now Sphere, 
the Backstreet Boys are no longer riding a 
wave of nostalgia—they’re steering the 
ship.

And for a generation that’s finally learned to 
love itself out loud, there’s something 
profoundly satisfying about watching them 
do the same.

If there were ever a time to say it: 
Backstreet’s back, baby—and they’re ours 
now.

Final Verdict

Is Into the Millennium the best show in 
Vegas right now?

If you’re a millennial with unresolved 
emotions, a queer person with a boy band 
wound to heal, or just a human being who 
enjoys cathartic pop magic with world-
class visuals: Yes. Unquestionably.

This is not just a concert. It’s a time 
machine, a love letter, and an emotional 
exorcism, all soundtracked by the biggest 
boy band in history—and delivered inside a 
Death Star full of feelings.

You don’t just see it.

You feel it. You live it. You remember who 
you were—and who you are now.

And you leave knowing one truth:

Backstreet’s back. Forever.

How to Go (Again)

You’ve got a few more weekends left::

Remaining Dates:

August 9–11, 16–18, 23–24

Sphere, Las Vegas

Tickets available at ticketmaster.com
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THE LGBTQ+ COMMUNITY CENTER OF 
SOUTHERN NEVADA
thecenterlv.org

ACLU
aclunv.org

ADL
lasvegas.adl.org

ALCOHOLICS TOGETHER
alcoholicstogetherlasvegas.com

BEARS LAS VEGAS
bearslv.org

COMMUNITY COUNSELING CENTER OF 
SOUTHERN NEVADA
cccofsn.org

HENDERSON PRIDE
hhendersonpride.org

HUMAN RIGHTS CAMPAIGN
hrc.org

IMPERIAL ROYALE SOVEREIGN COURT OF 
THE DESERT EMPIRE
irscdei.org

LAMBDA BUSINESS ASSOCIATION
lambdalv.com

LAS VEGAS MEN’S CHORUS
lvmenschorus.org

LAS VEGAS PRIME TIMERS
lasvegasprimetimers.com

LEATHER UNIFORM CLUB OF LAS VEGAS 
(LUC OF LV)
lucoflv.com

LEGACY COUNSELING
legacycounselingandworkforceconnections.com

MAMA DRAGONS
mamadragons.org

NEVADA GAY RODEO ASSOCIATION
ngra.com

THE PRIDE TREE
thepridetreelv.com

SILVER STATE EQUALITY
silverstateequality.org

SOUTHERN NEVADA ASIAN PACIFIC 
ISLANDER QUEER SOCIETY
snapiqs.org

YOUNG: EQUAL
youngequal.org

LGBTQ+ Resources

HIV Resources
STI Testing

AID FOR AIDS OF NEVADA (AFAN)
afanlv.org

AIDS HEALTHCARE FOUNDATION (AHF)
aidshealth.org

CAN COMMUNITY HEALTH
cancommunityhealth.org/las-vegas

FARABI WELLNESS CENTER
hpvlv.com

GOLDEN RAINBOW
goldenrainbow.org

HORIZON RIDGE WELLNESS CLINIC
hrcl.org

SIN SITY SISTERS OF PERPETUAL 
INDULGENCE
sinsitysisters.org

THE ARLENE COOPER COMMUNITY 
HEALTH CENTER
thecenterlv.org

AIDS HEALTHCARE FOUNDATION (AHF)
aidshealth.org

CAN COMMUNITY HEALTH
cancommunityhealth.org/las-vegas

FARABI WELLNESS CENTER
hpvlv.com

HUNTRIDGE FAMILY CLINIC
huntridgefamilyclinic.org

SOUTHERN NEVADA HEALTH DISTRICT
southernnevadahealthdistrict.org

UMC
umcsn.com

Email info@qvegas.com to add your organization to our directory.
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