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Thank You Samantha & Andre for 
Delivering QVegas All Over Town!

Whether you’re a local or tourist, we always 
feature our favorite spots along with all the 
new and exciting things our city has to offer.
This week we feature Laura Hernandez, 
the Director for the Youth and Senior 
Programs at the Center. In a world where 
the fight for acceptance and equality is 
an ongoing battle, count Laura among 
those who dedicate their lives to making 
a difference, transforming communities 
through their unwavering commitment 
and innovative approaches. 
Summer temps remain elevated for a few 
more weeks. Temptation Sundays has 
announced its final weeks of the season, 
including a special White Party to close 
out Labor Day Weekend, while Bent 
continues its pool series.
It’s also time for community event season 
with 3 major events on the horizon. 
Project Nunway’s “Barbie’s Sinful Dream 
World” on September 7, Silver State 
Equality’s Award gala on September 12, 
and the Black & White Party on 
September 14. 
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LIBRA 
AUGUST 2024

Alright, hunty, let's spill the cosmic tea for all you 
fabulous Libra queens out there! Honey, August 2024 
is gonna be your month to slay, okay? You're about to 
dip, twirl, and vogue through every moment with 
grace, balance, and a little bit of that signature Libra 
charm. Now listen, love, the stars are practically 
throwing glitter your way, pushing you to spotlight 
those dreams. But remember, darling, to keep those 
scales balanced – indulge, but don't let the 
champagne bubbles go to your head. And 
relationships? Child, communication is key. Talk it out 
with your loved ones and keep those connections 
tighter than your tuck. 

View this week’s horoscopes at qvegas.com/horoscopes-are-a-drag.

HOROSCOPES ARE A DRAG™

THE VENETIAN RESORT 
LAS VEGAS
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MGM RESORTS 
INTERNATIONAL
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VIRGIN HOTELS
LAS VEGAS

WYNN RESORTS

BENT INN & PUB

LUXOR

When you make a reservation from our website or app you help keep QVegas free. QVegas may earn a commission on your purchase. 

Hotels

These hotels have a current HRC 
Corporate Equality Index score of 100.
CAESARS ENTERTAINMENT
caesars.com

Caesars Palace
The Cromwell
Flamingo
Harrah’s
Horseshoe (formerly Bally’s)
The LINQ
Paris
Planet Hollywood

THE VENETIAN RESORT LAS VEGAS
venetianlasvegas.com

These hotels have actively demonstrated 
support for the LGBTQ+ community but 
do not have a current HRC CEI of 100
MGM RESORTS INTERNATIONAL
mgmresorts.com

Aria
Bellagio
The Cosmopolitan of Las Vegas
Delano 
Excalibur
Luxor
Mandalay Bay
MGM Grand
New York New York
Park MGM
Vdara

WYNN RESORTS
wynnlasvegas.com

Wynn Las Vegas & Encore Las Vegas

MIRAGE LAS VEGAS
PALMS RESORT & CASINO
RESORTS WORLD LAS VEGAS
RIO LAS VEGAS
VIRGIN HOTELS LAS VEGAS
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As summer draws to a close, Las 
Vegas’ premier LGBTQ+ pool party, 
Temptation Sundays, is gearing up 

to make its final Sundays of the season 
unforgettable. Hosted at Luxor Hotel & 
Casino, this celebrated event invites 
locals and tourists alike to immerse 
themselves in a vibrant and inclusive 
atmosphere. Running every Sunday from 
August 11 through September 1, the 14th 
season of Temptation Sundays promises 
to go out with a bang, featuring themed 
parties, exclusive giveaways, and 
electrifying music, all while celebrating 
love, inclusivity, and the joy of summer.

The Ultimate Pool Party Experience

Temptation Sundays, under the expert 
direction of nightlife entrepreneur Eduardo 
Cordova, has become a staple of Las 
Vegas’ LGBTQ+ community. Known for his 
work with QUEEN BAR Las Vegas, Cordova 
has created a space where everyone is 
welcome to express themselves freely, 
dance to the hottest beats, and connect 
with others in a lively and supportive 
environment.

This year, Temptation Sundays has been a 
sanctuary for those seeking a sun-soaked 
escape, and the final Sundays of the 
season are set to elevate the experience 
even further. From August 11 to September 
1, each Sunday will feature a unique theme, 
top-tier DJs, and activations that will leave 
attendees with memories to cherish.

Mark Your Calendars: Themed Sundays 
and Event Activations

The upcoming Sundays are packed with 
special events designed to keep the 
energy high and the vibes positive. Here’s 
what to expect:

August 18
Pink Party – 14th Anniversary Celebration
On August 18, Temptation Sundays invites 
everyone to don their best pink attire for 
the Pink Party, celebrating the 14th 
anniversary of this iconic pool party. DJ 
Aravi will provide the soundtrack, spinning 
tracks that will keep the dance floor 
packed all day long. The event also 
features drink activations by Ketel One 
Botanicals, known for their light and 
flavorful cocktails. As a special thank you to 
the community, Las Vegas locals can enjoy 
extended complimentary guest list entry 
until 2 p.m. Plus, LiveNation will be back 
with more ticket giveaways, making this 
anniversary celebration one not to be 
missed.
August 25
DJ Larry Peace Returns
DJ Larry Peace returns on August 25 to 
keep the momentum going with another 
day of unforgettable music. Attendees can 
enjoy drink activations by Chambord, a 
brand that’s synonymous with luxury and 
indulgence. With more chances to win 
tickets to top-tier events courtesy of 
LiveNation, this Sunday will be a perfect 
blend of music, drinks, and excitement.
September 1
White Party – Season Finale
As Labor Day Weekend approaches, 
Temptation Sundays will close out the 
season with a spectacular White Party on 
September 1. Guests are encouraged to 
wear white, symbolizing a fresh start as 
summer transitions to fall. International DJ 
Dan Slater will headline the event, bringing 
his signature sound that has captivated 
audiences worldwide. The day will also 
feature drink activations by both Cointreau 

and Ketel One Botanicals, ensuring that 
guests have plenty of delicious options to 
choose from. To make the season finale 
even more special, drag queens Angel 
Phoenix, Bryce Mansfield, Felicia Fieerce, 
and Akasha L’Stat will make guest 
appearances, adding an extra layer of glam 
and excitement to the event. And of 
course, LiveNation will be on hand with the 
final round of ticket giveaways, offering one 
last chance to win big before the season 
ends.
Reserve Your Spot for an Unforgettable 
Experience
Temptation Sundays is not just a pool party; 
it’s an experience that brings together the 
best of Las Vegas’ LGBTQ+ community and 
beyond. For those looking to elevate their 
day, Luxor offers reserved seating options, 
including lounge chairs with umbrellas, 
daybeds, and cabanas. These premium 
options allow guests to relax in style, with 
cabanas accommodating up to eight 
people and featuring amenities like plush 
lounge chairs and a mini fridge.
With space limited and demand high, it’s 
recommended to plan ahead and make 
reservations to ensure your spot at this 
summer’s hottest event. Temptation 
Sundays is open to both hotel and non-
hotel guests aged 21 and over. Admission 
prices vary depending on the day and 
event, so be sure to check in advance, 
especially for holidays and special events.
As Temptation Sundays prepares to say 
goodbye to its 14th season, there’s no 
better way to celebrate the final days of 
summer than by joining in the fun at Luxor 
Hotel & Casino. Whether you’re a seasoned 
attendee or a first-timer, these last Sundays 
of the season promise to be filled with 
music, laughter, and memories that will last 
long after the summer sun has set.

Temptation Sundays Celebrates the Season’s Grand 
Finale with Themed Parties and Exclusive Giveaways 
Every Sunday Through September 1



For more shows 
and our complete 
online directory, 
visit QVegas.com 
or download the 

QVegas App

RUPAUL’S
DRAG RACE LIVE

ATOMIC SALOON SHOW

SPICE WANNABE

THE SPHERE 
EXPERIENCE

DRAG BRUNCH

ILUMINATE

DIVA ROYALE

RAIDING THE ROCK 
VAULT

LADY LIKEVEGAS! THE SHOW

CARROT TOP

WOW – THE VEGAS 
SPECTACULAR

AUSSIE HEATFRANK MARINO

POTTED POTTER

ROUGE

MAGIC MIKE LIVE

ZOMBIE BURLESQUE

CHIPPENDALES

POTTED POTTER

THUNDER FROM DOWN 
UNDER

CHASE BROWN

PENN & TELLER DISCO SHOW

BOX OFFICE

When you purchase tickets from our website or app you help keep QVegas free. QVegas may earn a commission on your purchase. 

SHOW OF THE WEEK

THE CONJURORS
After a fateful backstage meeting, Matthew Pomeroy and Natasha 
Lamb teamed up to create "The Conjurors," a live magic show that 
doubles the enchantment and thrills. Hosted at The Orleans Hotel 
& Casino, this show offers an up-close experience where the 
impossible unfolds before your eyes. Forget trick cameras—this is 
real magic, featuring mind control, audience participation, and jaw-
dropping feats like solving a Rubik's cube with over 43 quintillion 
combinations. Step inside a mystical cabin where imagination 
reigns, and every moment is filled with wonder and mystery. "The 
Conjurors" invites you to witness unforgettable illusions and share 
in the amazement. Secure your tickets today and prepare to be 
captivated by an evening of magic that defies explanation.







Las Vegas-based artist and gallery owner, 
Gem Jaxx, creates striking and 
contemporary artwork that delves into 
the connections between modern pop 
culture and historical elements. Gem 
draws inspiration from iconic figures like 
Andy Warhol and contemporary artist 
Shepard Fairey. What sets Gem's work 
apart is the fusion of digital creation with 
traditional mediums like paint, spray 
paint, ink, paper, stencils, and pastels, 
resulting in a unique and edgy vibrancy in 
every original piece.
Recently she offered a grant by the Nevada 
Arts Council to fund her Nevada tribute 
show “Iconic Silver.” The Fearless Artist and 
Art Box Projects to showcase during Art 
Basel in Miami (2021-2022). Van Der Plas 
Gallery in Manhattan NYC (2021) welcomed 
her in the group show “Water”. In addition, 
her artwork is permanently installed at the 

Allegiant Stadium, home of the Las Vegas 
Raiders (2020).  Gem was invited to display 
her art inside the Liberace mansion for an 
exclusive auction. The luxury hotels and 
brands Venetian, Palazzo, MGM, and 
Belvedere have also displayed her work in 
recent years. Her art has traveled 
throughout the country in Orange County, 
Hollywood, Los Angeles Arts District, New 
York, and Miami. She was recently selected 
by Save Art Space and Meow Wolf to have 
her work displayed publicly on a Las Vegas 
billboard and commissioned by Elon Musk 
the Boring Company. On her downtime, 
she regularly promotes herself at her 
downtown gallery “Vivid” located inside the 
world-famous Arts Factory in the Las 
Vegas Arts District.

Find our more: www.gemjaxxart.com  
Follow her: @gemjaxxart





In a world where the fight for 
acceptance and equality is an ongoing 
battle, there are those who dedicate 

their lives to making a difference, 
transforming communities through their 
unwavering commitment and innovative 
approaches. Laura Hernandez, the 
Director for the Youth and Senior 
Programs at the Center, is one such 
individual. 
Laura’s passion for her work shines through. 
She had dedicated her career to creating 
spaces where youth and families felt seen, 
safe, and supported. Her innovative 
programs and relentless advocacy had 
transformed the lives of countless families 
in her community.
Her journey is a testament to the power of 
resilience, compassion, and a deep-seated 
belief in the potential of every individual to 
find their place and voice in society. This is 
the story of how Laura’s personal 
experiences, combined with her 
professional expertise, have paved the way 
for groundbreaking programs that offer 
hope, support, and a sense of belonging to 
countless families navigating the 
complexities of identity and acceptance.
A New Challenge
When Laura was first hired, her primary 
task was to expand both the youth and 
senior programs. With over a decade of 
experience focused on youth and families, 
she was well-prepared for the challenge. 
However, the senior program was a new 
endeavor for her. Laura soon found that 
working with seniors was more similar to 
working with youth than she had 
anticipated. “I didn’t know how much I 
would love working with the seniors,” she 
often remarked. “They’re just so lovely and 
wonderful.”
Building Foundations
Laura’s primary role involves developing 
new programming and creating innovative 
ways to serve the community. When she 
started, the youth program offered services 
only on Tuesdays and Thursdays, alongside 

a six-week Pivot program. Under her 
leadership, the program expanded to 
provide activities and support six days a 
week. Her goal was to create a holistic 
program that addressed the needs of the 
entire family, not just the youth.

“I’ve always believed that it doesn’t matter 
how much we help a child if we just turn 
around and send them home to a place 
where they’re not seen, not affirmed, and 
not safe,” Laura explained. Her own 
experiences as a parent to a transgender 
child fueled her passion and 
understanding of the community’s needs.

Innovative Programs

One of the key initiatives Laura introduced 
was the QKids program, designed to 
support children under 13. This program is 
unique in Nevada, providing a safe space 
for younger kids who might be gender 
non-conforming or have interests that fall 
outside of traditional norms. Laura noticed 
an increasing demand for support as 
awareness and acceptance grew, allowing 
kids to come out sooner.

The QKids program meets once a month 
and welcomed both children and their 
families. Each session includes an activity, 
such as making pride posters or learning 
about LGBTQ+ figures in history. This 
approach caters to both young people and 
their parents, fostering an environment of 
learning and support.

“We were getting so many requests for 
support for younger kids,” Laura noted. 
“These kids are very little, and they don’t 
really have safe spaces to play or peers to 
connect with. Our QKids program fills that 
gap.”

Family Support

Recognizing the importance of family 
support, Laura also implemented a Youth 
and Family Therapeutic Support Group. 
This monthly group offers therapeutic talk 
sessions for youth and peer support for 
parents, led by licensed therapists. It 
complements the long-standing Pivot 

program, a six-week initiative focusing on 
fostering acceptance and unity within 
families.

During Pivot, families engage in activities 
and discussions that promote healthy 
communication and understanding. The 
transformation Laura witnessed in families 
is profound. “We see families come in 
feeling unsure and scared, sometimes in 
crisis. By the end, they’ve broken down 
walls and improved their communication.”

Expanding Drop-In Hours

To further support youth, Laura expanded 
the drop-in hours at the Center. Previously 
limited to Tuesdays and Thursdays, the 
drop-in space is now open Monday 
through Friday. Each day offers different 
support services, from therapy sessions to 
educational and social activities.

“The drop-in space is a safe haven for 
these kids,” Laura said. “It’s where they can 
find support, make friends, and just be 
themselves.”

A Personal Journey

Laura’s dedication to her work stems from 
her personal journey with her transgender 
child, who transitioned at 11 years old. Back 
in 2014, there were few resources available 
in the community. Laura connected with an 
organization called Gender Justice Nevada 
and began attending therapy sessions with 
her child. This experience opened her eyes 
to the broader needs of families like hers.

Initially seeking resources for her child, 
Laura soon found herself advocating for 
other families. She played a pivotal role in 
creating the Gender Diverse Youth and 
Family Services program at Gender Justice 
Nevada, which included support groups, 
social events, and student advocacy.

Advocating for Change

One of Laura’s significant achievements 
was her involvement in the legislative 
process to support transgender students in 
Nevada. After years of advocating for a 
policy to address the needs of students 

Laura Hernandez Transforms LGBTQ+ 
Youth and Senior Programs at The Center



with diverse gender identities, Senate Bill 
225 was passed in 2017. This law required 
all schools in Nevada to implement 
policies that supported these students.

The journey was not easy. Laura faced 
organized opposition from groups that 
fear-mongered about the implications of 
such policies. “It was a really rough time,” 
she recalled. “But we knew we were 
fighting for what was right.”

Training and Implementation

With the law in place, Laura focused on 
training and implementing the new policies 
within the school district. She trained the 
Equity and Diversity Department at the 
Clark County School District and worked 
tirelessly to ensure schools were equipped 
to support transgender students.

Laura’s advocacy didn’t stop there. She 
noticed a significant overlap between 
gender diversity and neurodiversity in the 
families she served. This realization led to 
the founding of the Nevada Alliance for 
Student Diversity (NASD), an organization 
focused on the intersection of gender 
diversity, neurodiversity, and race.

A Legacy of Support

Laura’s work with NASD continued to 
provide vital support to families until she 
transitioned to her current role at the 
Center in late 2023. There, she continued 
her mission to create comprehensive 
programs that met the needs of the entire 
family. “Everything I’ve created is a 
response to need,” Laura explained. “We’re 
responding by creating programming to 
meet the needs that are there.”

Creating Best Practices

Laura’s approach to her work has always 
been about responding to the community’s 
needs. “I think that in terms of leaving a 
legacy, if I do walk away from this work, I 
would hope that families have an easier 
time than I did,” she reflected. Seeing kids 
and families now who go to school with 
less fear and struggle was a testament to 
the impact of her work.

Laura’s story is one of resilience, 
compassion, and an unwavering 
commitment to making the world a better 
place for LGBTQ+ youth and their families. 
Her legacy would undoubtedly continue to 
inspire and guide future generations in 
their quest for acceptance and equality.

EXPANDED YOUTH DROP-IN HOURS

Our after-school drop-in hours provide a supportive 
and engaging environment for LGBTQ+ youth. Held 
from 4:00 PM to 5:30 PM, these sessions offer various 
activities and support for different age groups:

Mondays: Youth Support Space with an on-site 
therapist for ages 13-17

Tuesdays: Qvolution Youth Group for ages 13-17

Wednesdays: Youth Drop-In hours for ages 13-17

Thursdays: Qvolution Youth Group for ages 18-24

Fridays: Youth Drop-In hours for ages 13-17

Additionally, special activities such as game nights, 
movie nights, and art projects are sometimes 
scheduled for Wednesdays or Fridays, enhancing the 
drop-in experience with creative and fun 
opportunities.

QVOLUTION YOUTH PROGRAM

Qvolution addresses the social, support, recreational, 
and developmental needs of LGBTQIA+ and ally 
youth aged 13 to 24. Our mission is to prepare our 
youth for the world and the world for our youth. 
Youth Activity Nights at the Drop-in Center provide 
supportive, educational, and social spaces where 
LGBTQIA+ and ally youth can connect, learn, and 
thrive together.

PIVOT

Upcoming session September 25 – October 30

Pivot aims to foster acceptance and unity within 
families, promoting healthy and positive outcomes. 
This 6-week program for youth and caregivers 
provides a safe, confidential, and constructive space 
to address fears and concerns about LGBTQIA+ 
identities. Through answering questions, offering 
support, and encouraging personal growth, Pivot 
helps families navigate their individual journeys while 
building a supportive community.

QKIDS

QKids is a once-per-month space designed to 
support and celebrate LGBTQ+ youth aged 12 and 
under, alongside their families. This initiative aims to 
foster a vibrant, inclusive environment where 
children can explore and express their identities 
freely through creative play and interaction. 
Simultaneously, it provides a crucial support network 
for parents and caregivers, enabling them to 
connect, share experiences, and access resources 
within a community of understanding peers.

YOUTH AND FAMILY THERAPEUTIC SUPPORT 
GROUPS 

Our LGBTQ+ youth and family therapeutic support 
groups, held once per month, provide a safe and 
supportive environment where families can receive 
help together while benefiting from separate spaces 
tailored to their unique needs. Our LGBTQ+ youth 
group, facilitated by a licensed therapist, allows 
young people to express themselves, explore their 
identities, and build resilience. Simultaneously, our 
parent and family groups offer essential peer 
support, helping parents navigate the challenges of 
parenting LGBTQ+ children and providing them with 
the support they need for their own well-being.
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At Orizn, we are more than just a brand. We are visionaries, 
unconventional thinkers, and trailblazers. Our mission is to defy 

norms and inspire change in the fashion industry by crafting fabrics 
and garments that cater to every unique shape and size.

the

collection

Order Online at
oriznapparel.com
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THE LGBTQ+ COMMUNITY CENTER OF 
SOUTHERN NEVADA
thecenterlv.org

ACLU
aclunv.org

ADL
lasvegas.adl.org

ALCOHOLICS TOGETHER
alcoholicstogetherlasvegas.com

BEARS LAS VEGAS
bearslv.org

COMMUNITY COUNSELING CENTER OF 
SOUTHERN NEVADA
cccofsn.org

HENDERSON PRIDE
hhendersonpride.org

HUMAN RIGHTS CAMPAIGN
hrc.org

IMPERIAL ROYALE SOVEREIGN COURT OF 
THE DESERT EMPIRE
desertempire.org

LAMBDA BUSINESS ASSOCIATION
lambdalv.com

LAS VEGAS MEN’S CHORUS
lvmenschorus.org

LAS VEGAS PRIME TIMERS
lasvegasprimetimers.com

LAS VEGAS TRANSPRIDE 
lasvegastranspride.org

LEATHER UNIFORM CLUB OF LAS VEGAS 
(LUC OF LV)
lucoflv.com

LEGACY COUNSELING
legacycounselingandworkforceconnections.com

MAMA DRAGONS
mamadragons.org

NEVADA GAY RODEO ASSOCIATION
ngra.com

THE PRIDE TREE
thepridetreelv.com

SILVER STATE EQUALITY
silverstateequality.org

SOUTHERN NEVADA ASIAN PACIFIC 
ISLANDER QUEER SOCIETY
snapiqs.org

YOUNG: EQUAL
youngequal.org

LGBTQ+ Resources HIV Resources

STI Testing

AID FOR AIDS OF NEVADA (AFAN)
afanlv.org

AIDS HEALTHCARE FOUNDATION (AHF)
aidshealth.org

GOLDEN RAINBOW
goldenrainbow.org

HORIZON RIDGE WELLNESS CLINIC
hrcl.org

SIN SITY SISTERS OF PERPETUAL 
INDULGENCE
sinsitysisters.org

THE ARLENE COOPER COMMUNITY 
HEALTH CENTER
thecenterlv.org

AIDS HEALTHCARE FOUNDATION (AHF)
aidshealth.org

HUNTRIDGE FAMILY CLINIC
huntridgefamilyclinic.org

SOUTHERN NEVADA HEALTH DISTRICT
southernnevadahealthdistrict.org

UMC
umcsn.com

Email info@qvegas.com to add your organization to our directory.
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