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Thank You Samantha & Andre for 
Delivering QVegas All Over Town!

Whether you’re a local or tourist, we always 
feature our favorite spots along with all the 
new and exciting things our city has to offer.

This week we feature Cig Neutron, a 
renowned special effects artist and 
performer, blends horror, fantasy, and 
humor in their unique creations. Known 
for their work on *Face Off* and their 
project *Bizarro A Go-Go*, Cig embraces 
their queerness and spirituality to inspire 
self-expression through art and 
performance.

Las Vegas Mayor Carolyn Goodman 
tapped the first keg of beer on Friday, 
Sept. 13, marking her final Oktoberfest 
keg tapping as mayor. Celebrity keg 
tappings for Oktoberfest runs through 
Thursday, Oct. 31 at Hofbräuhaus Las 
Vegas

Former State Senator David Parks spoke 
at Lambda Business Association and Dita 
Von Teese opens her new show at Voltaire 
at The Venetian.
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GEMINI 
SEPTEMBER 2024

Honey, let me spill the celestial tea for all you Gemini 
divas out there, because September 2024 is going to 
be one fabulous ride, darling! The stars are aligning to 
serve you a glorious month filled with sparkle, drama, 
and maybe a little bit of shade. The universe is 
practically begging you to strut your stuff and let your 
true colors shine. Expect surprises, new connections, 
and opportunities to showcase that fabulous charisma. 
So, slap on some glitter, adjust that crown, and sashay 
into September with all the confidence of a queen 
owning the runway. Remember, darling, in the grand 
ballroom of life, you are the star – so werk it!

View this week’s horoscopes at qvegas.com/horoscopes-are-a-drag.

HOROSCOPES ARE A DRAG™

THE VENETIAN RESORT 
LAS VEGAS

CAESARS 
ENTERTAINMENT

MGM RESORTS 
INTERNATIONAL

PALMS
RESORT & CASINO

VIRGIN HOTELS
LAS VEGAS

WYNN RESORTS

BENT INN & PUB

LUXOR

When you make a reservation from our website or app you help keep QVegas free. QVegas may earn a commission on your purchase. 

Hotels

These hotels have a current HRC 
Corporate Equality Index score of 100.
CAESARS ENTERTAINMENT
caesars.com

Caesars Palace
The Cromwell
Flamingo
Harrah’s
Horseshoe (formerly Bally’s)
The LINQ
Paris
Planet Hollywood

THE VENETIAN RESORT LAS VEGAS
venetianlasvegas.com

These hotels have actively demonstrated 
support for the LGBTQ+ community but 
do not have a current HRC CEI of 100
MGM RESORTS INTERNATIONAL
mgmresorts.com

Aria
Bellagio
The Cosmopolitan of Las Vegas
Delano 
Excalibur
Luxor
Mandalay Bay
MGM Grand
New York New York
Park MGM
Vdara

WYNN RESORTS
wynnlasvegas.com

Wynn Las Vegas & Encore Las Vegas

MIRAGE LAS VEGAS
PALMS RESORT & CASINO
RESORTS WORLD LAS VEGAS
RIO LAS VEGAS
VIRGIN HOTELS LAS VEGAS
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For more shows 
and our complete 
online directory, 
visit QVegas.com 
or download the 

QVegas App

RUPAUL’S
DRAG RACE LIVE

ATOMIC SALOON SHOW

SPICE WANNABE

THE SPHERE 
EXPERIENCE

DRAG BRUNCH

ILUMINATE

DIVA ROYALE

RAIDING THE ROCK 
VAULT

LADY LIKEVEGAS! THE SHOW

CARROT TOP

WOW – THE VEGAS 
SPECTACULAR

AUSSIE HEATFRANK MARINO

POTTED POTTER

ROUGE

MAGIC MIKE LIVE

ZOMBIE BURLESQUE

CHIPPENDALES

POTTED POTTER

THUNDER FROM DOWN 
UNDER

CHASE BROWN

PENN & TELLER DISCO SHOW

BOX OFFICE

When you purchase tickets from our website or app you help keep QVegas free. QVegas may earn a commission on your purchase. 

SHOW OF THE WEEK

DITA VON TEESE
Dita Von Teese, the queen of burlesque, brings her dazzling and 
seductive show to The Venetian Las Vegas. Known for her lavish 
costumes, glamorous performances, and elaborate props, Dita's 
show offers a modern twist on the classic art of burlesque. Her 
performances feature opulent sets, glittering gowns, and iconic 
acts like her famous martini glass routine. Audiences are treated to 
a display of elegance, sensuality, and theatricality, all set against a 
backdrop of vintage glamour. With her ability to captivate and 
entertain, Dita Von Teese's residency at The Venetian is a must-see 
for anyone seeking an unforgettable and alluring night out in Las 
Vegas. Whether you're a long-time fan or new to the world of 
burlesque, her show promises to deliver an extraordinary evening 
of beauty, sophistication, and pure entertainment.
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It’s True! We Are NOTNOT A Circuit Party!

“	an approachable experience on board where 
everyone feels like they’re part of the family”

See The World With Your LGBTQ+LGBTQ+ Family!
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QVEGAS
To Receive 10% Off

Your Reservation
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Q Vegas IV.indd   1Q Vegas IV.indd   1 6/18/24   3:41 PM6/18/24   3:41 PM

Tickets: dustlasvegas.com
855 E. Twain Ave. Las Vegas
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In a world where LGBTQ+ rights are still 
being contested, it’s easy to forget that 
not too long ago, those same rights 

were almost nonexistent. Former Nevada 
State Senator David Parks, the first openly 
gay legislator in the state, stands as a 
living testament to the progress made 
and the battles still ahead. Parks recently 
shared his inspiring journey and 
legislative achievements with the 
Lambda Business Association in a 
poignant and engaging presentation.
With a deep sense of purpose and humility, 
Parks began by recounting his path to 
public office and his dedication to serving 
the community. “I’ve been in town for 56 
years,” he stated, reflecting on his long 
history in Nevada, beginning when he 
arrived with the Air Force. After completing 
his service, Parks remained in Las Vegas to 
pursue a master's degree, which marked 
the start of his career in public service. 
Over the next 27 years, he worked in 
various capacities, including as the budget 
director for the City of Las Vegas and 
Assistant Director of the Regional 
Transportation Commission, where he 
played a pivotal role in starting the transit 
system for Southern Nevada.
Parks’ dedication extended beyond 
government work into the nonprofit sector. 
He spent 25 years on the board of trustees 
for various organizations, 15 of which he 
served as president. He joked lightly about 
his unexpected entrance into politics, 
sharing how he became Nevada’s first 
openly gay legislator in 1996, a 
groundbreaking moment in state history. 
“Back in 1996, there were no openly gay 
elected officials anywhere in the state,” he 
explained. “I guess I became the guinea pig 
to be the first.” Despite the challenges, 
Parks rose to the occasion, driven by a 
commitment to justice and equality.
Reflecting on his first term in the Nevada 
Assembly, Parks spoke candidly about his 
initial hesitation and the support he 
received from key political figures, 
including Congresswoman Dina Titus and 
Governor Bob Miller. “I was approached to 
run, but it wasn’t on my radar,” he recalled. 
“There was a lot of effort to put it on my 
radar, though.”
In 1997, as a freshman legislator, Parks 
began the hard work of pushing forward 
legislation aimed at protecting and 
advancing the rights of LGBTQ+ Nevadans. 
Over the years, he has worked on more 
than 40 pieces of legislation to protect 
LGBTQ+ individuals and their rights, a 
remarkable achievement that led to 
Nevada being recognized as the best state 
for LGBTQ+ individuals by USA Today just 
four years ago.
Parks beamed with pride when discussing 
Nevada’s progressive stance on LGBTQ+ 
issues. “In the last decade, we’ve passed 

roughly 40 laws protecting the rights and 
safety of LGBTQ+ individuals,” he noted. 
These laws span a wide range of issues, 
including non-discrimination protections, 
parenting rights, and health care access. 
Parks emphasized the importance of these 
victories, especially in the face of national 
opposition to LGBTQ+ rights. “We’ve made 
great strides, but there are still challenges 
ahead.”
One of those challenges, Parks warned, is 
the erosion of corporate and political 
support for LGBTQ+ issues. He pointed to 
recent developments where major 
companies like Lowe’s, Home Depot, Ford, 
Harley Davidson, and Jack Daniels have 
withdrawn their support for LGBTQ+ 
diversity initiatives. Additionally, Parks 
raised concerns about “Project 2025,” a 
conservative effort led by the Heritage 
Foundation aimed at rolling back LGBTQ+ 
protections. The 922-page document 
outlines a strategy that could reverse 
decades of progress if implemented under 
a potential second Trump administration. “If 
Donald Trump wins a second term, we 
could see the erasure of a lot of laws we 
fought hard for,” Parks cautioned.
Parks was asked about his experiences as 
Nevada’s first openly gay legislator and 
how he navigated the political landscape. 
He shared a story about how some of his 
fellow legislators, unaware of his sexual 
orientation, teased one another about who 
would “come out” first. Though he faced 
hostility and opposition, Parks remained 
steadfast in his mission. “I always made an 
effort to be nice to those who opposed 
me,” he said, believing that building 
personal relationships was key to moving 
the needle on LGBTQ+ rights.
One of Parks’ earliest legislative victories 
came in 1999 with the passage of Nevada’s 
Employment Non-Discrimination Act. 
However, achieving that success was no 
easy feat. Parks recalled how even 
members of his own Democratic caucus 
were hesitant to support the inclusion of 
transgender individuals in the bill. “They 
gave me the option of removing the 
transgender portion to get the bill a 
hearing,” he explained. “It was a tough 
decision, but I knew I had to fight for what 
was achievable at the time.”
Despite the compromise, Parks never 
abandoned the transgender community. 
Over the next decade, he continued to 
introduce legislation that would extend 
protections to transgender Nevadans. In 
2011, his persistence paid off when Senate 
Bill 331 passed, prohibiting discriminatory 
employment practices based on gender 
expression or identity. “It took 10 years, but 
we finally got there,” he said with a smile, 
underscoring the importance of patience 
and perseverance in the legislative 
process.

Another landmark achievement for Parks 
was his work on domestic partnerships in 
Nevada. In 2009, he successfully passed 
legislation granting legal recognition to 
domestic partnerships, allowing same-sex 
couples to enjoy many of the same rights 
as married couples. This bill laid the 
foundation for Nevada’s legal standing to 
challenge the federal Defense of Marriage 
Act (DOMA), which ultimately led to 
marriage equality being recognized 
nationwide.
As Parks looked to the future, he 
expressed optimism about the next 
generation of LGBTQ+ legislators and 
activists. He highlighted the increasing 
number of openly LGBTQ+ candidates 
running for office in Nevada and 
encouraged the community to continue 
pushing for progress. “We have a very 
active process in place to pursue 
legislation in the next session,” he said, 
noting that while it’s difficult to pass every 
bill, narrowing down the priorities can lead 
to meaningful change.
When asked about his his thoughts on the 
controversial open primaries initiative, 
Question 3–which will appear on Nevada’s 
November ballot–Parks explained that 
while the idea of an open primary sounds 
appealing, it comes with challenges. 
“There’s potential for ballots to be 
disqualified if voters don’t complete the 
ranking process,” he cautioned. While 
some support the measure, Parks noted 
that both Democratic and Republican 
parties have voiced opposition.
In a time when progress is constantly under 
threat, David Parks’ story serves as a 
reminder that real change requires 
courage, persistence, and an unwavering 
commitment to justice. His legacy will 
continue to inspire future generations of 
LGBTQ+ leaders and advocates in Nevada 
and beyond.

Nevada’s First Openly Gay Legislator, David 
Parks, Addresses Lambda Business Association



At Orizn, we are more than just a brand. We are visionaries, 
unconventional thinkers, and trailblazers. Our mission is to defy 

norms and inspire change in the fashion industry by crafting fabrics 
and garments that cater to every unique shape and size.
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collection

Order Online at
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Have you ever felt like owning a home is 
out of reach? Negative media stories can 
make it seem impossible, but we’re here to 
change that narrative!
Join us for a Free First-Time Homebuyer 
Seminar designed specifi cally for the 
LGBT community. Learn how to navigate 
the home buying process and turn your 
dreams into reality. 
In this seminar, you will learn:
 MONEY MANAGEMENT TIPS:  Gain 

essential skills to manage your fi nances 
effectively.

  GETTING MORTGAGE READY: Understand 
what it takes to qualify for a mortgage 
and secure the best rates.

 CHOOSING THE RIGHT AGENT: Learn 
how to fi nd an agent who respects and 
understands your unique needs.

FREE FIRST-TIME 
HOMEBUYER SEMINAR
FOR THE LGBT COMMUNITY

your

WHY ATTEND?
 EXPERT GUIDANCE: Hear 

from industry experts 
who are committed to 
helping you succeed.

 SUPPORTIVE ENVIRONMENT:
Connect with other LGBT 
individuals on the same journey.

 EMPOWERMENT: Walk away with 
the confi dence and knowledge to 
make homeownership a reality.

EVENT DETAILS
Sat.  Sept 28  |   11AM

The Center
401 S. Maryland Pkwy 
Las Vegas, NV 89101

Don’t let fear and misinformation 
hold you back. Take the fi rst step 
towards owning your own home. 

Together, let’s build a future 
where everyone can achieve their 
homeownership dreams.

RESERVE YOUR SPOT TODAY!

HOMEOWNERSHIP  DREAM
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40th Anniversary! 
Tickets On Sale NOW! 

        SPEAKERS    º    FOOD    º    RAFFLE    º    FUN 

October 20th.  2pm to 5pm Ticket price is $40,  

Proceeds will go toward replenishing AT’s prudent reserve. 

Starts at the Balkan Restaurant 2pm 

Speaker Meeting at Alcoholics Together’s Clubhouse 4pm 

2PM @ Balkan 
953 E Sahara Ave, Las Vegas NV 89104 

Alcoholics Together has been serving the  
Las Vegas Community since 1984. The first and longest  

running LGBTQ+ meeting in Las Vegas 

 
 info@alcoholicstogetherlasvegas.com             900 Liberace Ave, Suite A-202, Las Vegas NV 89109 
 AA Group#134208      alcoholicstogetherlasvegas.com 

Let us know about your upcoming non-profit event.
Email info@qlifemedia.com 

THE LGBTQ+ COMMUNITY CENTER OF 
SOUTHERN NEVADA
thecenterlv.org

ACLU
aclunv.org

ADL
lasvegas.adl.org

ALCOHOLICS TOGETHER
alcoholicstogetherlasvegas.com

BEARS LAS VEGAS
bearslv.org

COMMUNITY COUNSELING CENTER OF 
SOUTHERN NEVADA
cccofsn.org

HENDERSON PRIDE
hhendersonpride.org

HUMAN RIGHTS CAMPAIGN
hrc.org

IMPERIAL ROYALE SOVEREIGN COURT OF 
THE DESERT EMPIRE
desertempire.org

LAMBDA BUSINESS ASSOCIATION
lambdalv.com

LAS VEGAS MEN’S CHORUS
lvmenschorus.org

LAS VEGAS PRIME TIMERS
lasvegasprimetimers.com

LEATHER UNIFORM CLUB OF LAS VEGAS 
(LUC OF LV)
lucoflv.com

LEGACY COUNSELING
legacycounselingandworkforceconnections.com

MAMA DRAGONS
mamadragons.org

NEVADA GAY RODEO ASSOCIATION
ngra.com

THE PRIDE TREE
thepridetreelv.com

SILVER STATE EQUALITY
silverstateequality.org

SOUTHERN NEVADA ASIAN PACIFIC 
ISLANDER QUEER SOCIETY
snapiqs.org

YOUNG: EQUAL
youngequal.org

LGBTQ+ Resources HIV Resources

STI Testing

AID FOR AIDS OF NEVADA (AFAN)
afanlv.org

AIDS HEALTHCARE FOUNDATION (AHF)
aidshealth.org

FARABI WELLNESS CENTER
hpvlv.com

GOLDEN RAINBOW
goldenrainbow.org

HORIZON RIDGE WELLNESS CLINIC
hrcl.org

SIN SITY SISTERS OF PERPETUAL 
INDULGENCE
sinsitysisters.org

THE ARLENE COOPER COMMUNITY 
HEALTH CENTER
thecenterlv.org

AIDS HEALTHCARE FOUNDATION (AHF)
aidshealth.org

HUNTRIDGE FAMILY CLINIC
huntridgefamilyclinic.org

SOUTHERN NEVADA HEALTH DISTRICT
southernnevadahealthdistrict.org

UMC
umcsn.com

Email info@qvegas.com to add your organization to our directory.
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