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Thank You Samantha & Andre for 
Delivering QVegas All Over Town!

Whether you’re a local or tourist, we always 
feature our favorite spots along with all the 
new and exciting things our city has to offer.
This week we feature the Gay Softball 
World Series. More than just a 
tournament, it’s a celebration of LGBTQ+ 
pride, community, and athleticism. As the 
GSWS makes its way to Las Vegas 
October 14-19, 2024, the city is ready to 
embrace the event with open arms, 
offering a week of exciting games, vibrant 
social events, and unforgettable 
memories. 
We are also excited to share more about 
our recent trips with OUTbound Travel to 
France and Italy and the amazing 
experience OUTbound creates for 
LGBTQ+ travelers. The Vegas contingency 
is growing, and we invite you to join us 
next year to experience Greece! 
Halloween in Las Vegas isn’t just one 
night, it’s a month-long celebration. 
Check out our listing of events happening 
throughout October! 

Russ White & Garrett Pattiani
Publishers, QVegas & QLife Media
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LIBRA 
OCTOBER 2024

Honey, let me spin you the tea for all my glamorous 
Libra divas for October 2024, mmkay? Now, sugar, the 
stars are practically throwing glitter on your path this 
month. You're walking in charisma, uniqueness, nerve, 
and talent, serving realness in every aspect of your life. 
But, darling, remember to keep those scales balanced; 
you can't be serving face if your soul's outta place. 
Love and money are shouting your name, so sashay 
into that spotlight and own it, 'cause this month, you're 
not just a star, you're the whole constellation, baby! 

"

View this week’s horoscopes at qvegas.com/horoscopes-are-a-drag.

HOROSCOPES ARE A DRAG™
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MISS BEHAVE’S 
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JIMMY KIMMEL’S 
COMEDY CLUB

THE SPHERE 
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MAD APPLE

DRAG BRUNCH

ILUMINATE

DIVA ROYALE

RAIDING THE ROCK 
VAULT

LADY LIKEVEGAS! THE SHOW

CARROT TOP

WOW – THE VEGAS 
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DONNY OSMOND

AUSSIE HEAT
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FRANK MARINO
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TERRY FATOR

MAGIC MIKE LIVE
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FREAKLING BROS. HORROR SHOWS
Nightly Through Halloween

SISTAHS! THE HOCUS POCUS PARODY 
Alexis Park Resort 

SIN CITY HALLOWEEN BALL
October 26 • Virgin Hotels Las Vegas

SPOOKY CONTENT COUTURE
October 12 • Gipsy

COWBOY HALLOWEEN PARTY
October 12 • Badlands

HALLOWEEN FREAKSHOW
October 25 • The Phoenix Bar & Lounge

Vegas Halloween Happenings

HALLOW-REEF
October 27-29 • Shark Reef @ Mandalay Bay

NIGHTMARE ON SPRING MOUNTAIN
Sand Dollar Lounge

WELCOME TO MY NIGHTMARE
October 31 • Dust Las Vegas dustlasvegas.com
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For nearly half a century, the Gay 
Softball World Series (GSWS) has 
stood as a beacon of pride, 

sportsmanship, and community for 
LGBTQ+ athletes and their allies. What 
began as a modest competition between 
two coastal teams in 1977 has blossomed 
into an international phenomenon, and 
this year, Las Vegas has the honor of 
hosting the 47th edition of the 
tournament. As the GSWS prepares to 
take over the fields and hearts of Las 
Vegas from October 14 to October 19, the 
excitement is building across the city.
With over 220 teams and more than 3,000 
athletes converging from across the United 
States and Canada, this year's event 
promises to be one of the largest and most 
celebrated gatherings in LGBTQ+ sports 
history. In this exclusive feature for QVegas 
Magazine, we dive into the history of the 
GSWS, its incredible growth, the 
importance of community engagement, 
and how Las Vegas is preparing to 
welcome the athletes and fans with open 
arms.
A Rich History of Inclusion and Pride
The origins of the Gay Softball World Series 
trace back to a single game in 1977 
between teams from New York City and 
San Francisco. In those days, LGBTQ+ 
visibility in sports was limited, and the 
world was far from accepting. However, this 
game was more than just a sporting 
event—it symbolized the beginning of a 
movement. It was a safe space for LGBTQ+ 
athletes to gather, compete, and be 
themselves in an environment free from 
judgment or discrimination.
From that humble beginning, the GSWS 
has evolved into a multi-day tournament 
with participants representing 54 member 
associations in cities across the United 
States and Canada. These cities, from 
Boston to Vancouver, field teams that 

compete in local leagues throughout the 
year, qualifying for the prestigious World 
Series through a variety of means, 
including standings and local playoffs.

Speaking to Jeff Sloan, the current 
Commissioner of the GSWS, we get a 
glimpse into the passion and dedication 
that drives the event. "Our organization is 
not just about softball," Sloan emphasizes. 
"It’s about community, camaraderie, and 
creating a space where LGBTQ+ individuals 
can come together and feel like they 
belong. The softball is just the free gift with 
purchase."

Indeed, the GSWS is more than just a 
tournament. It has become a celebration of 
diversity, inclusion, and resilience—values 
that are more important now than ever 
before.

Growth and Impact: From 2 Teams to 220

What started as a single game between 
two teams has transformed into a massive 
event. This year's tournament will feature 
over 220 teams from across North America, 
including nearly 6,000 attendees who are 
expected to descend upon Las Vegas for a 
week of games, celebrations, and 
unforgettable experiences.

Sloan reflects on this growth with pride: "It’s 
truly incredible to see how far we’ve come. 
The fact that we’ve gone from just two 
teams in 1977 to 220 teams this year is a 
testament to the dedication of everyone 
involved. It's not just LGBTQ+ sports 
history—we’re making American history."

The event is not just about softball; it's also 
about giving back to the community. Each 
year, the GSWS partners with local 
charities, particularly those focused on 
HIV/AIDS awareness, prevention, and care. 
Over the years, the organization has raised 
more than $400,000 for these causes, 
leaving a lasting impact on the 
communities that host the tournament.

"We take great pride in ensuring that we’re 
not just coming to a city to play softball," 
says Sloan. "We want to leave a positive 
mark on the community. Our work with 
local charities allows us to do that, and it’s 
something we’ll continue to prioritize."

Las Vegas: The Perfect Stage for the 
GSWS

Las Vegas is no stranger to hosting world-
class events, but the arrival of the GSWS 
marks a special occasion for the city’s 
LGBTQ+ community. Known for its vibrant 
nightlife, inclusive atmosphere, and status 
as an entertainment mecca, Las Vegas is 
the ideal destination for an event of this 
scale.

"We’re so excited to bring the Gay Softball 
World Series to Las Vegas," Sloan beams. 
"Vegas is such an iconic city, known for its 
entertainment and hospitality. Our 
participants and attendees are going to 
have an incredible time, both on and off the 
field."

One of the reasons Las Vegas was chosen 
as the host city is its commitment to 
inclusivity and diversity. Las Vegas has long 
been a haven for the LGBTQ+ community, 
with its numerous LGBTQ+ bars, events, 
and organizations that support the 
community. The city’s thriving drag scene, 
including legendary clubs like Piranha 
Nightclub and Gypsy, has played a major 
role in creating a welcoming space for 
LGBTQ+ people.

"Las Vegas is an international destination 
for a reason," Sloan notes. "People from all 
over the world come here for the 
entertainment, the food, the nightlife—and 
we’re excited to add the GSWS to that list 
of reasons."

The tournament will take place across 
seven different complexes in the Las Vegas 
metropolitan area, with championship 
games hosted at Shadow Rock Park. "This 

The Gay Softball World Series Comes to Las Vegas
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year’s event has grown so large that we’re 
using seven different complexes," Sloan 
explains. "But the real showstopper will be 
our Friday Night Lights event, where we 
showcase our undefeated teams under the 
lights. It's going to be electric."

Beyond the Diamond: GSWS Events and 
Celebrations

The opening ceremony on October 14th 
will take place at the Las Vegas Downtown 
Event Center, an open-air venue with a 
built-in stage, sound system, and lighting—
perfect for the kind of spectacle the GSWS 
is known for. "The opening ceremony is one 
of our most cherished traditions," Sloan 
says. "Each city’s team will arrive with their 
own shirt, and by the end of the night, 
they’ll be trading shirts with players from 
other cities. It’s a great way to break the ice 
and start building those connections."

Another exciting event planned for the 
week is the "RuPaul's Drag Race Live: 
GSWS Edition" at the Flamingo Showroom. 
Scheduled for October 15th, this special 
edition of the popular show will feature 
drag queens from the hit TV series, 
performing exclusively for GSWS 
participants and fans. It's the perfect blend 
of sports and entertainment, offering 
something for everyone.

The closing ceremony will be held at the 
internationally renowned Piranha 
Nightclub, featuring outdoor 
entertainment, lighting, and stage 
performances. "Piranha has been such a 
fantastic partner for us," Sloan shares. "Their 
venue is the perfect place to close out the 
week with a bang."

The Importance of Representation in 
Sports

The GSWS is more than just an athletic 
competition—it’s a platform for visibility and 
representation within the LGBTQ+ 
community. The athletes who compete in 
this tournament come from all walks of life, 

bringing with them unique stories of 
resilience, strength, and triumph.
While softball is the centerpiece, Sloan 
emphasizes that the community and 
camaraderie built through the GSWS are 
just as important. "The relationships and 
friendships that are formed here are 
lasting," he explains. "We’ve seen countless 
marriages, lifelong friendships, and chosen 
families come out of this event. It’s like a 
big family reunion."
The GSWS has also helped challenge 
stereotypes and change perceptions of 
LGBTQ+ athletes. Many of the players who 
compete at the tournament are elite 
athletes, competing at the highest level of 
amateur softball. But just as many are there 
to have fun, enjoy the sport, and be part of 
a supportive community.
"Our diversity is our strength," Sloan says. 
"We welcome players of all skill levels, 
from beginners to seasoned athletes. No 
matter where you come from, no matter 
what your background is, the GSWS is a 
place where everyone is welcome."
Looking Ahead: The Future of the GSWS
As the GSWS continues to grow and 
evolve, so too does its mission. Recently, 
the organization underwent a rebranding, 
moving from its original name—the North 
American Gay Amateur Athletic Alliance 
(NAGAAA)—to a more inclusive moniker: 
International Pride Softball (I Pride Softball).
"We listened to our members, and they 
told us that the word ‘gay’ didn’t necessarily 
represent everyone in our community," 
Sloan explains. "We wanted a name that 
would be more inclusive, that would 
represent everyone under the LGBTQ+ 
umbrella. That’s why we’re now known as 
International Pride Softball. It’s about 
making sure everyone feels welcome."
In addition to the name change, the GSWS 
is also exploring new ways to expand its 
reach and impact. With discussions 

underway about the possibility of changing 
the name of the tournament itself to better 
reflect its inclusive mission, Sloan and his 
team are committed to ensuring that the 
GSWS continues to be a place where all 
LGBTQ+ athletes feel welcome and 
celebrated.
How Las Vegas Locals Can Get Involved
For those in Las Vegas looking to get 
involved with the GSWS, there are plenty of 
opportunities. The organization is actively 
seeking volunteers to help with the 
tournament, and Sloan encourages locals 
to sign up and be part of the event.
"Volunteering is a great way to meet 
people and be involved in the event," Sloan 
says. "It’s a world-class tournament, and we 
want the Las Vegas community to be part 
of it."
Additionally, the GSWS will be hosting 
several events that are open to the public, 
including the opening and closing 
ceremonies, as well as the Friday Night 
Lights event at Shadow Rock Park. Sloan 
invites the local LGBTQ+ community to 
come out, watch the games, and 
experience the excitement of the 
tournament.
"This is going to be one of the best events 
Las Vegas has ever seen," Sloan says with 
confidence. "The energy, the camaraderie, 
the passion—it’s going to be electric, and 
we want everyone to be part of it."
Conclusion
The Gay Softball World Series is more than 
just a tournament—it’s a celebration of 
LGBTQ+ pride, community, and athleticism. 
As the GSWS makes its way to Las Vegas, 
the city is ready to embrace the event with 
open arms, offering a week of exciting 
games, vibrant social events, and 
unforgettable memories. Whether you’re 
an athlete, a fan, or a member of the Las 
Vegas community, this year’s GSWS is an 
event you won’t want to miss.
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There’s something transformative 
about travel. It breaks the monotony 
of daily life and opens doors to new 

cultures, experiences, and connections. 
But when that travel is coupled with an 
inclusive, LGBTQ+ community, it becomes 
even more special. This year, we had the 
privilege of embarking on two 
unforgettable OUTbound cruises: one to 
France in April and another to Italy in 
September. Each journey was filled with 
personal milestones, historical 
revelations, and vibrant interactions that 
not only enriched our understanding of 
the world but also strengthened the 
bonds within our community.

For those who may not be familiar, 
OUTbound Travel offers cruises tailored to 
the LGBTQ+ community, providing a refined 
experience that emphasizes connection, 
culture, and inclusivity. These cruises are 
an alternative to the more common "party-
centric" gay cruises, focusing instead on 
meaningful excursions, expert planning, 
and the chance to bond with fellow 
travelers over shared interests. From the 
moment we set sail, it was clear that this 
wasn’t just a vacation—it was a journey that 
would leave a lasting impact.

The Hook: Discovering the Joy of 
OUTbound Cruises

Garrett: "My first experience with 
OUTbound was the Christmas cruise. I’d 
heard about LGBTQ+ cruises before but 
had hesitated to join, unsure of whether it 
would fit my travel style. That cruise 
changed everything. It wasn’t just about the 
destinations—it was about the people, the 
camaraderie, and the seamless planning 
that took away all the stress. I was hooked. 
The OUTbound team really takes care of 
every detail, from logistics to excursions, 
leaving you free to enjoy the experience. 

After that, I knew I had to bring Russ along 
for the next trip.”

Russ: "Garrett has always been the 
extrovert, while I’m more of an introvert. But 
as soon as I joined him on the France 
cruise, I understood what he was talking 
about. OUTbound creates this inclusive 
environment where everyone—regardless 
of personality or background—feels 
welcome. Whether you’re the shy guy 
sitting at the back or the life of the party, by 
the end of the cruise, you’ll know everyone. 
That sense of community is what made 
these trips truly special for me.”

France: A Journey Through History and Art

Our first adventure together this year took 
us to France, cruising from Paris up the 
Seine to Normandy and back. France is a 
country steeped in history, art, and culture, 
and our OUTbound cruise made sure we 
experienced it all. From the grandeur of the 
Eiffel Tower to the reflective shores of 
Normandy, every stop on our journey 
offered something unique and 
unforgettable.

Garrett: "Growing up, I used to visit the Las 
Vegas Strip and pretend I was traveling the 
world, marveling at the replicas of iconic 
landmarks like the Eiffel Tower and the 
Colosseum. Being able to finally see the 
real thing in Europe was a dream come 
true. One of the highlights for me on the 
Paris cruise was visiting Monet’s Garden. I’d 
seen pictures of it, of course, but nothing 
compares to standing there in person, 
surrounded by the same vibrant colors and 
natural beauty that inspired his 
masterpieces."

Russ: "For me, visiting the Normandy 
Beaches was particularly poignant. Both of 
my grandfathers served in World War II, 
and while I don’t think they were in 

Normandy, standing there brought home 
the magnitude of that history. Seeing the 
remnants of the war—the bunkers, the 
graves—it was a reminder of how much has 
changed and how much we still have to 
fight for. The entire cruise was filled with 
these kinds of experiences—moments that 
made you stop, reflect, and appreciate the 
journey."

Garrett: "And let’s not forget Versailles! The 
scale of it—the opulent architecture, the 
sprawling gardens, the endless halls filled 
with art—was mind-blowing. It’s one of 
those places you can’t believe exists until 
you see it with your own eyes."

Russ: "Exactly. And while we shared most of 
these excursions together, there was also 
room for personal exploration. OUTbound 
gives you the flexibility to tailor your 
experience. One day, Garrett might be 
exploring the Louvre while I’m enjoying a 
quiet moment at a café. It’s the perfect 
balance of structured activities and 
personal freedom."

Italy: Culture, Cuisine, and Camaraderie

If France was about history and art, Italy 
was about indulgence and culture. Our 
cruise in September took us from Rome to 
Venice, with stops in Murano, Burano, 
Croatia, and even Montenegro. Italy is a 
country where every meal is a masterpiece, 
every street is a gallery, and every day 
feels like a celebration.

Garrett: "Venice was the highlight for me. 
The canals, the gondolas, the 
architecture—it was like stepping into a 
postcard. We visited Murano, famous for its 
glass blowing, and Burano, known for its 
colorful houses and lace-making. It was the 
kind of place you see in travel magazines 
and dream of visiting, and there we were, 
experiencing it firsthand."

Sailing with Pride
Our OUTbound Adventures in France and Italy



Russ: "What stood out for me was the 
sense of connection we built, not just with 
each other but with the other travelers. 
OUTbound river cruises typically have 100 
people on board, and by the end of the trip, 
you’ve made lasting friendships. Sea 
cruises can have 300-500 on board. One 
night, we were enjoying dinner in Sorrento, 
and the next, we were on the deck of the 
ship, laughing with new friends while 
watching the sunset over the 
Mediterranean. It’s these shared moments 
that make the OUTbound experience so 
special."
Russ: "And of course, there’s the food. Every 
meal felt like a celebration of Italian 
culture, from the fresh pasta and seafood 
to the locally sourced olive oil and wine. 
OUTbound makes sure that the culinary 
experiences are as memorable as the 
excursions. One afternoon in France we 
were dining at a seaside restaurant in 
Normandy, and the next trip, we were 
sipping Limoncello in Sorrento. It doesn’t 
get much better than that."
Garrett: "The excursions in Italy were 
equally incredible. We visited the ruins of 
Pompeii, explored the Amalfi Coast, and 
even took a day trip to Capri. But what 
really made the trip special was the sense 
of community on board. By the time we 
docked in Venice at the end of the cruise, it 
felt like we were saying goodbye to family."
The OUTbound Difference: More Than 
Just a Cruise
One of the things that sets OUTbound 
apart from other LGBTQ+ cruises is the 
attention to detail. Every excursion is 
carefully curated to offer both cultural 
depth and personal connection. Whether 
you’re learning about ancient civilizations at 
the Colosseum or watching a drag show at 
sea with performers like Paige Turner and 
Chase Brown, OUTbound ensures that 
every aspect of your trip is memorable.
Garrett: "The entertainment on board was 

top-notch. We had Paige Turner and Chase 
Brown with us, as well as some incredible 
talent from Vegas and beyond. Miss 
Bouvée, who we discovered on the Italy 
cruise, blew us away with her 
performances. And it wasn’t just the 
headliners—the ship’s onboard 
entertainment was equally impressive, 
from the singers and dancers to the crew 
who made every day feel like a 
celebration."
Russ: "What also standard out is the sense 
of inclusion. OUTbound really goes out of 
its way to make sure everyone feels 
welcome, regardless of age, gender, or 
orientation. We had gay, lesbian, bisexual, 
transgender, and queer travelers on board, 
and it felt like every letter of the LGBTQ+ 
acronym was represented. It’s a rare thing 
to find such a diverse group of people 
coming together and genuinely enjoying 
each other’s company."
Garrett: "And it’s not just about what 
happens on the ship. OUTbound’s 
excursions are designed to give you a 
deeper understanding of the places you 
visit. In Paris, we learned about the city’s 
rich LGBTQ+ history, from the lives of artists 
like Leonardo da Vinci to the struggles and 
triumphs of the queer community in 
France. In Italy, we explored the influence 
of religion on architecture and society, 
visiting countless basilicas and churches 
that have shaped the country’s history."
Looking Ahead: Join Us in Greece!
As we look back on our OUTbound 
adventures in France and Italy, we’re filled 
with gratitude for the experiences we’ve 
shared and the friendships we’ve made. 
These cruises have given us the chance to 
see the world through a different lens—to 
learn, to grow, and to connect with fellow 
travelers in a way that’s both meaningful 
and fun.
And now, we’re excited to invite you to join 
us on our next adventure: an OUTbound 

cruise to Greece in September 2025! We’ll 
be sailing through the stunning 
Mediterranean, exploring ancient ruins, 
breathtaking coastlines, and iconic Greek 
islands like Santorini, Mykonos, and Athens. 
Whether you’re a seasoned traveler or new 
to cruising, this trip promises to be an 
unforgettable journey through one of the 
most beautiful regions in the world.

You can start planning your dream trip 
today without the stress of upfront costs. 
OUTbound offers interest-free payment 
plans and a range of accommodations, 
from affordable cabins to luxurious suites, 
ensuring there’s something for every 
budget. And with a 10% discount for 
QVegas readers using the code "QVEGAS," 
there’s never been a better time to book.

We can’t wait to sail with you in Greece—
let’s make memories together that will last 
a lifetime.

For more information and to book your trip, 
visit qvegas.com/outbound. See you on 
board!
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THE LGBTQ+ COMMUNITY CENTER OF 
SOUTHERN NEVADA
thecenterlv.org

ACLU
aclunv.org

ADL
lasvegas.adl.org

ALCOHOLICS TOGETHER
alcoholicstogetherlasvegas.com

BEARS LAS VEGAS
bearslv.org

COMMUNITY COUNSELING CENTER OF 
SOUTHERN NEVADA
cccofsn.org

HENDERSON PRIDE
hhendersonpride.org

HUMAN RIGHTS CAMPAIGN
hrc.org

IMPERIAL ROYALE SOVEREIGN COURT OF 
THE DESERT EMPIRE
desertempire.org

LAMBDA BUSINESS ASSOCIATION
lambdalv.com

LAS VEGAS MEN’S CHORUS
lvmenschorus.org

LAS VEGAS PRIME TIMERS
lasvegasprimetimers.com

LEATHER UNIFORM CLUB OF LAS VEGAS 
(LUC OF LV)
lucoflv.com

LEGACY COUNSELING
legacycounselingandworkforceconnections.com

MAMA DRAGONS
mamadragons.org

NEVADA GAY RODEO ASSOCIATION
ngra.com

THE PRIDE TREE
thepridetreelv.com

SILVER STATE EQUALITY
silverstateequality.org

SOUTHERN NEVADA ASIAN PACIFIC 
ISLANDER QUEER SOCIETY
snapiqs.org

YOUNG: EQUAL
youngequal.org

LGBTQ+ Resources HIV Resources

STI Testing

AID FOR AIDS OF NEVADA (AFAN)
afanlv.org

AIDS HEALTHCARE FOUNDATION (AHF)
aidshealth.org

FARABI WELLNESS CENTER
hpvlv.com

GOLDEN RAINBOW
goldenrainbow.org

HORIZON RIDGE WELLNESS CLINIC
hrcl.org

SIN SITY SISTERS OF PERPETUAL 
INDULGENCE
sinsitysisters.org

THE ARLENE COOPER COMMUNITY 
HEALTH CENTER
thecenterlv.org

AIDS HEALTHCARE FOUNDATION (AHF)
aidshealth.org

HUNTRIDGE FAMILY CLINIC
huntridgefamilyclinic.org

SOUTHERN NEVADA HEALTH DISTRICT
southernnevadahealthdistrict.org

UMC
umcsn.com

Email info@qvegas.com to add your organization to our directory.

YOUTH & FAMILY HALLOWEEN
October 19 • The Center

HALLOVEEN
Opportunity Village Magical Forest



BAR  & NIGHTCLUB GUIDE


