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Whether you're a local or tourist, we always
feature our favorite spots along with all the
new and exciting things our city has to offer.

This week we feature Wicked, debuting in
theaters this week. The story reimagines
the beloved musical as a vibrant
celebration of identity, friendship, and
queer culture. Directed by Jon M. Chu and
starring Cynthia Erivo and Ariana Grande,
this visually stunning adaptation explores
empowerment, self-discovery, and
inclusivity, bringing the untold story of
0Oz's witches to life for a new generation.

Transgender Day of Remembrance
honors transgender lives lost to violence,
raising awareness of transphobia while
promoting allyship, resilience, and
systemic change to create a safer, more
inclusive world for all.
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Honey, listen up ‘cause Miss November's got some
cosmic tea for all you fabulous Sagittarius stars out
there! This month, the universe is gonna serve you
LIFE on a glittering platter. You're about to embark on
a gorge journey filled with major growth, fierce
opportunities, and might | say, some juicy romantic
endeavors that'll have your heart doing the cha-cha.
So, darlings, put on those sparkling stilettos of bravery
and strut into your destiny because, hunty, you're
gonna light up the sky brighter than a disco ball at
Studio 54! Now, let the world be your runway and
sashay away into your most fabulous month yet! /
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imber 20th, individuals
i and communities across the globe
come together to observe

der Day of Remembrance
"his solemn day serves as a
= ent to honor the memory of

transgender and gender-diverse
individuals whose lives have been
tragically cut short by violence, hate, and
prejudice. For over two decades, TDOR
has been a powerful reminder of the
urgent need to combat transphobia and
foster understanding, respect, and equity
for the transgender community.

The Origins of TDOR

Transgender Day of Remembrance began
in 1999 as a grassroots initiative led by
trans advocate Gwendolyn Ann Smith. The
inaugural event was organized to honor the
life of Rita Hester, a Black transgender
woman who was murdered in Boston in
1998. Hester's death, like too many others,
highlighted the epidemic of violence faced
by transgender individuals and the lack of
public acknowledgment of these injustices.

Smith's work to memorialize Hester grew
into a broader movement, shedding light
on the pervasive violence that
disproportionately affects transgender and
nonbinary individuals, particularly trans
women of color. Since then, TDOR has
expanded into an annual global event,
bringing communities together to reflect
on those we have lost, advocate for
systemic change, and uplift the voices of
transgender people.

The Reality of Violence Against
Transgender Individuals

The statistics surrounding violence against
transgender individuals are harrowing.
According to reports from organizations
such as the Human Rights Campaign (HRC)
and Transrespect Versus Transphobia
Worldwide, hundreds of transgender
individuals are killed each year, with
countless others facing physical assault,
discrimination, and systemic barriers.

While these numbers tell a grim story, they
likely represent only a fraction of the reality.
Many cases go unreported or are
misclassified due to systemic issues like
misgendering by law enforcement and
media outlets. This erasure compounds the
harm done to victims and their
communities, emphasizing the critical need
for awareness and accountability.

Disproportionate Impact on Trans Women
of Color

Transgender women of color, particularly
Black and Latina women, are among the

ansgender Day of Remembrance:
ionoring Lives, Embracing Resilie

most vulnerable to violence. This
vulnerability is rooted in intersecting
systems of oppression, including racism,
sexism, transphobia, and economic
inequality. These systemic barriers create
conditions that make it more difficult for
transgender women of color to access
stable housing, employment, and
healthcare, leaving them
disproportionately exposed to violence and
harm.

By centering the experiences of trans
women of color during TDOR, communities
can better understand the root causes of
violence and work toward intersectional
solutions that address these compounded
inequities.

Observing TDOR: Reflection and Action

TDOR observances vary widely, reflecting
the diversity of the transgender community
and its allies. Vigils, marches, art
installations, and community forums are
common ways to honor those who have
been lost. Central to many events is the
reading of names—a moving, often heart-
wrenching recitation of the individuals
whose lives were taken in the past year.

These gatherings are not only about
mourning but also about resilience and
hope. They provide a space for allies to
stand in solidarity with transgender people,
reaffirming their commitment to fighting for
a world where every person can live
authentically and free from fear.

Building Allyship Beyond the Day

While TDOR is a critical day for
remembrance, the work of supporting the
transgender community must extend far
beyond November 20th. Allies are
encouraged to educate themselves about
the challenges faced by transgender
individuals, challenge transphobia when
they see it, and advocate for inclusive
policies and practices in their workplaces,
schools, and communities.

Small actions can make a significant
impact. Using correct pronouns, amplifying
transgender voices, and donating to
organizations that support trans people are
meaningful ways to show support year-
round.

Progress and Perseverance

Amidst the pain and loss commemorated
on TDOR, there are also stories of progress
and resilience that inspire hope. Advocacy
efforts have led to increased visibility for
transgender issues, with greater
representation in media, politics, and
public discourse. Trailblazers like Laverne

-

Cox, Elliot Page, and Sarah Mck
used their platforms to challeng
stereotypes and advocate for change,
proving that representation matters.

Legislative victories, such as the passage
of anti-discrimination laws in many states
and the growing recognition of nonbinary
identities, signal steps toward a more
equitable future. However, these
advancements are met with ongoing
challenges, including an alarming wave of
anti-transgender legislation in the United
States and persistent barriers to
healthcare, housing, and employment for
transgender people worldwide.

Moving Forward: Creating a Safer, More
Inclusive World

Transgender Day of Remembrance serves
as a stark reminder of the work that
remains to be done to ensure the safety
and dignity of transgender people. While
remembering those we have lost, it is
equally important to celebrate the lives
and achievements of transgender
individuals who continue to thrive despite
immense challenges.

Creating a safer, more inclusive world
requires a collective effort. Governments,
institutions, and individuals must work
together to dismantle the systems of
oppression that perpetuate violence and
inequality. This means advocating for
comprehensive legal protections,
improving access to healthcare and
housing, and fostering environments where
transgender people are valued and
affirmed.

A Call to Action

As we observe TDOR this year, let us not
only honor the lives lost but also commit to
being agents of change. Whether through
attending a vigil, educating ourselves and
others, or supporting transgender-led
organizations, each of us has a role to play
in creating a world where everyone can live
with dignity, safety, and respect.

The transgender community's resilience is
a testament to the power of hope and the
enduring human spirit. By standing
together in solidarity, we can honor those
we have lost and build a future where
every transgender person is celebrated for
who they are.

Transgender Day of Remembrance is a day
to mourn, reflect, and recommit to the fight
for justice. Let it also be a day to envision a
brighter, more equitable future—one where
no life is lost to hate, and every individual
can thrive authentically and
unapologetically.
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with Wicked, one of the most

beloved stage musicals of all time,
now reimagined for the silver screen.
Directed by Jon M. Chu, this dazzling
production promises an immersive
experience like no other. The film, which
is the first installment of a two-part
adaptation, is set to premiere on
November 22, 2024, with the second
chapter following on November 21, 2025.
With a star-studded cast, breathtaking
visuals, and timeless music, Wicked is
poised to enchant audiences this holiday
season.

At its core, Wicked tells the untold story of
two young women—Elphaba, the green-
skinned outcast who later becomes the
Wicked Witch of the West, and Glinda, the
popular and privileged girl destined to be
the Good Witch of the North. Their unlikely
friendship and eventual divergence form
the emotional heart of the story. Let's
explore the talented cast and the roles
they bring to life in this groundbreaking
adaptation.

The bewitching world of Oz returns

Cynthia Erivo as Elphaba: The Green-
Skinned Rebel

Cynthia Erivo embodies Elphaba, a
misunderstood young woman born with
green skin and incredible magical
potential. Erivo, an Emmy, Grammy, and
Tony-winning performer, takes on this
iconic role with depth and authenticity.
Elphaba's journey in Wicked is one of self-
discovery and resilience as she evolves
from a shy, misunderstood student to a

defiant and powerful figure challenging the
status quo. Erivo's portrayal brings an
emotional gravitas to Elphaba, capturing
her vulnerability, strength, and passion.

Elphaba's green complexion has often
symbolized her “otherness," a metaphor for
exclusion and prejudice. Erivo's
transformative performance not only
highlights these struggles but also
celebrates Elphaba's journey toward self-
acceptance. From her early days at Shiz
University to her soaring anthem "Defying
Gravity," Erivo breathes new life into a
character who has inspired generations.

Ariana Grande as Glinda: The Bubble-
Wielding Darling

Ariana Grande takes on the role of Glinda,
the golden-haired, bubbly student who
begins as Elphaba's rival but grows into her
closest friend. Grande's Glinda is a study in
contrasts—effervescent and self-assured
on the surface but layered with complexity
and growth as the story unfolds. Known for
her powerhouse vocals and magnetic
stage presence, Grande captures Glinda's
journey from a naive socialite to a wise and
compassionate leader.

Glinda's outward charm often hides her
internal conflicts, and Grande's
performance delves into these nuances
with a fresh and dynamic interpretation.
Songs like "Popular” showcase Glinda's
humor and charm, while moments of
introspection reveal her depth. Grande's
chemistry with Erivo is palpable, bringing
the emotional core of the film to life.

Jonathan Bailey as Fiyero: The Carefree
Prince

Jonathan Bailey portrays Fiyero, a carefree
and dashing prince who captures the
hearts of both Elphaba and Glinda. Fiyero
begins the story as a seemingly shallow
character, but his journey reveals a deeper,
more thoughtful side. Bailey, known for his
role in Bridgerton, brings charisma and
charm to Fiyero, while also exploring the
character's internal struggles and growth.

Fiyero's relationship with Elphaba marks a
turning point in his story, as he begins to
question the values of the society around
him. Bailey's magnetic performance and
undeniable stage presence make Fiyero a
compelling addition to the narrative.

Michelle Yeoh as Madame Morrible: The
Enigmatic Mentor

Michelle Yeoh steps into the role of
Madame Morrible, the headmistress of Shiz
University and a key figure in Elphaba's rise
and fall. With her regal presence and
commanding voice, Yeoh's portrayal of
Morrible is both mesmerizing and chilling.
As the story progresses, Morrible's true
motives and alliances come to light,
revealing her as a cunning and
manipulative force in Oz.

Yeoh's performance captures Morrible's
complex blend of elegance, ambition, and
menace. Her interactions with Elphaba and
Glinda are pivotal, shaping the trajectory of
the story and deepening the intrigue of the
film.
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Jeff Goldblum as The Wizard of Oz: The
Charismatic Enchanter

Jeff Goldblum brings his signature flair to
the role of The Wizard, a charismatic yet
deeply flawed leader who holds sway over
the land of Oz. Goldblum'’s portrayal of The
Wizard balances charm with a subtle
undercurrent of deception, making him a
fascinating and multi-dimensional
character.

The Wizard's relationship with Elphaba
serves as a turning point in the narrative,
challenging her perceptions of power and
morality. Goldblum's distinctive style and
gravitas add depth to the character,
making his scenes unforgettable.

Ethan Slater as Boq: The Lovestruck
Munchkin

Ethan Slater takes on the role of Boq, a
kind-hearted Munchkin who harbors an
unrequited love for Glinda. Slater's
portrayal captures Bog's sincerity and
determination, even as his affections lead
him down a tragic path. His interactions
with Glinda and Nessarose add layers of
complexity to the story, highlighting the
often-unseen sacrifices made by
secondary characters.

Bog's storyline serves as a poignant
reminder of the unintended consequences
of love and ambition, and Slater's
performance brings warmth and humanity
to this endearing character.

Marissa Bode as Nessarose: The Tragic
Sister

In her feature-film debut, Marissa Bode
plays Nessarose, Elphaba's younger sister.
Born with a physical disability and adored
by their father, Nessarose represents a
different kind of struggle for acceptance
and independence. Bode's performance
brings sensitivity and strength to the role,
portraying Nessarose's journey with
authenticity and heart.

Nessarose's transformation into the Wicked
Witch of the East adds a tragic dimension
to the story, further emphasizing the
complexities of the Thropp family
dynamics. Bode's nuanced portrayal
ensures Nessarose's story resonates
deeply with audiences.

Peter Dinklage as Dr. Dillamond: The
Voice of Wisdom

Peter Dinklage lends his voice to Dr.
Dillamond, a wise and compassionate
professor at Shiz University. As one of the
last Animals allowed to hold a position of
authority, Dillamond represents the
marginalized voices of Oz. Dinklage's
emotive performance captures the
professor's quiet dignity and his profound
impact on Elphaba's worldview:.

Dr. Dillamond's struggles mirror the broader
themes of discrimination and resistance in
Wicked. His interactions with Elphaba and
his warnings about the changing tides in Oz
serve as a catalyst for her transformation.

Photos courtesy Universal Pictures



Bowen Yang and Bronwyn James as
Pfannee and ShenShen: The Snarky
Sidekicks

Bowen Yang and Bronwyn James bring
humor and sharp wit to the roles of
Pfannee and ShenShen, two of Glinda's
closest confidantes at Shiz University. As
part of Glinda's social circle, they add LeV|ty
and satire to the story, often serving as a
mirror to the superficial aspecits of OZian
society.

Their playful banter and comedic timing
provide a welcome counterpoint to the
more dramatic elements of the film, while
also highlighting the pressures of
conformity and popularity.

Keala Settle as Miss Coddle: The New
Addition

Keala Settle joins the cast as Miss Coddle,
a new character created for the film. As the
headmistress in charge of Shiz University's
dormitories, Miss Coddle is a figure of both
authority and warmth. Settle's performance

brings a fresh dynamifltbthe story, adding
depth to the Shiz Univefsity setting. '

Visual Spl.endor A Maglcal\X/orld
Relmagmed

The world of Wicked is brought to tlfe W|th
breathtaking production design, costumes
and cinematography. From the wbqant
fields of Munchkinland to the grandeur of
the Emerald City, every detail has been
meticulously crafted to immerse audiences
in the fantastical land of Oz

LT

The film's costumes, designed by Paul
Tazewell, reflect the unique identities of
each character while incorporating
elements of Oz's magical culture. Elphaba's
dark, textural wardrobe contrasts
beautifully with Glinda's

pastel, ethereal

dresses,

i

m\
Y,
\



enriches the score, blending the familiar
l with the fresh.

{ A Celebration of Friendship and
powern]ent ‘

t its heart, \X/1ck d is a story about
i dShlp self dkcovery and the power of
racl.ng @)nes {ue self. The film delves

deeper into these themes, expanding on
beloved stage production to create a

tic ekperiénce that feels both
less and time V.

\)t/ith a stellar cast{visionary direction, and
stunning production values, Wicked
promises to be a cultural phenomenon,
capturing the magic of Oz for a new
generation. This holiday season, audiences
will be transported to a world where

tches soar, friendships defy expectations,
ahd every story has another side waiting to
be told. i
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Order Online at
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At Orizn, we are more than just a brand. We are visionaries,
unconventional thinkers, and trailblazers. Our mission is to defy
norms and inspire change in the fashion industry by crafting fabrics
and garments that cater to every unique shape and size.



Where can you get

testing in Las Vegas?

At the Arlene Cooper Community Health Center
inside The Center! Free HIV & Hep C testing as
well as low-cost STl testing are available. Walk in
or schedule an appointment today!

thecenterlv.org/health-center

R0

[w] &

401 S Maryland Pkwy
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LGBTQ+ Resources

THE LGBTQ+* COMMUNITY CENTER OF
SOUTHERN NEVADA

thecenterlv.org

ACLU

aclunv.org

ADL

lasvegas.adl.org

ALCOHOLICS TOGETHER

alcoholicstogetherlasvegas.com

BEARS LAS VEGAS

bearslv.org

COMMUNITY COUNSELING CENTER OF
SOUTHERN NEVADA

cccofsn.org

HENDERSON PRIDE

hhendersonpride.org

HUMAN RIGHTS CAMPAIGN

hrc.org

IMPERIAL ROYALE SOVEREIGN COURT OF
THE DESERT EMPIRE

desertempire.org

LAMBDA BUSINESS ASSOCIATION

lambdalv.com

LAS VEGAS MEN'S CHORUS

lvmenschorus.org

LAS VEGAS PRIME TIMERS
lasvegasprimetimers.com

LEATHER UNIFORM CLUB OF LAS VEGAS
(LUC OF LV)

lucoflv.com

LEGACY COUNSELING

legacycounselingandworkforceconnections.com

MAMA DRAGONS

mamadragons.org

NEVADA GAY RODEO ASSOCIATION

ngra.com

THE PRIDE TREE

thepridetreelv.com

SILVER STATE EQUALITY
silverstateequality.org

SOUTHERN NEVADA ASIAN PACIFIC
ISLANDER QUEER SOCIETY

snapigs.org

YOUNG: EQUAL

youngequal.org

Email info@qvegas.com to add your organization to our directory.

‘ HIV Resources

AID FOR AIDS OF NEVADA (AFAN)

afanlv.org

AIDS HEALTHCARE FOUNDATION (AHF)
aidshealth.org

FARABI WELLNESS CENTER

hpvlv.com

GOLDEN RAINBOW

goldenrainbow.org

HORIZON RIDGE WELLNESS CLINIC
hrclorg

SIN SITY SISTERS OF PERPETUAL
INDULGENCE

sinsitysisters.org

STl Testing

THE ARLENE COOPER COMMUNITY
HEALTH CENTER

thecenterlv.org

AIDS HEALTHCARE FOUNDATION (AHF)
aidshealth.org

HUNTRIDGE FAMILY CLINIC

huntridgefamilyclinic.org

SOUTHERN NEVADA HEALTH DISTRICT

southernnevadahealthdistrict.org

UMC

umcsn.com

COMMUNITY EVENTS

0

TOGETHER IN REMEMBRANCE,
UNITED IN RESILIENCE

Join us for a Transgender
Day of Remembrance event

+/the center

Serving the LGBTQ Communlty of Nevada

Join The Center on Friday, November
22nd from 6-9pm as we gather in
solidarity to honor the lives of our #trans
siblings lost to violence and hate. The
evening will be a time for reflection,
healing, and community connection.

Enjoy food, entertainment, and an open
forum to share your thoughts, stories, and
support. Let's uplift each other in a space
of love, remembrance, and resilience.

Come as you are. No RSVP is needed for
this event.

CHRISTMAS
AT HOUSE OF BLUES

HOLIDAY CAROLS & CUISINE UVE

DECEMBER 8mi - 1:00em ¥=4.
swrosovos  GET TICKETS AT AFANLV.ORG  moo
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