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26 HI, MY NAME IS
EDMUND.

Meet Eddie, a young twenty-something
who's just embarking on a transition from
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Learn what transgender terminology is
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inaccurate terms are now considered
derogatory and should be avoided.
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provides information on doctors, support
groups, retail establishments and more.
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drag-related statistics and facts.
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Four UNLV students have become
a YouTube sensation with their drag
routine to "Single Ladies."
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know the rest of his talented Divas Las
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Vine have all made an impact on the
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and charity participation.
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EDITOR'S NOTE

It's been a

long time

coming

Better late than never, they say, right? I'm
proud to say that we finally did what we
should have done years ago: devoted nearly an
entire issue to the transgender community!

Originally conceived by Earl, our assistant
publisher, our first-ever "Transformation Is-
sue" is in your hands right now, and we hope it
will allow our readers to become educated on
a segment of our population we often overlook
(especially in the fight for equality) and many
of us just don't fully understand and appreci-
ate without being in their shoes.

I'll admit, I personally have not been
friends with many transgender individuals, yet
of course I've been exposed to quite a few both
here in Vegas and in my previous cities of resi-
dence. So, perhaps needless to say, this issue
was certainly not the easiest I've had the plea-
sure of putting together. Yet I'm pretty happy
with what we've printed, from the profiles of
four noteworthy transgender individuals to
the glossary of accepted trans-terminology,
and I hope it meets with the approval of our
transgender readers, who number far more
than I ever expected.

As this is an issue devoted to transforma-
tions of all types — from portraying the oppo-
site sex for entertainment purposes to embark-
ing on a journey to transition to the sex oppo-
site that which was assigned at birth — you'll
notice we've also dedicated a portion to Las
Vegas drag performers. On our cover is the

WE WANT YOUR FEEDBACK

—__%

lh__

ever-popular Frank Marino. If you've lived in
Vegas for long, you've seen him on billboards,
ads and the covers of every major magazine.
But do you know the rest of the talented cast
of his newest show on the Strip? You will after
reading this issue! Plus, we've profiled four
additional drag queens from all sides of town
whom we thought you should know.

I can just hear it now: "Why did you omit
[insert name here] and how dare you not write
about [insert name or topic here]?" Trust me,
it would require a publication the size of an
encyclopedia set to include every noteworthy
person and topic related to the transgender
community in Las Vegas. It is for that very
reason that I hope to make the Transforma-
tion Issue an annual part of our editorial cal-
endar. I invite you to e-mail me your ideas for
next year's issue.

On that note, since it is the new year after
all, I hope many of our readers will make a
resolution to become more welcoming and
accepting of transgender persons, and we feel
confident you will walk away from this issue
with an understanding and appreciate you
may not have had before today.

M. Cory Burgess
/| Editor/Creative Director

L/

Do you have something on your mind? Do you have something to say about an
article in QVegas or any topic of interest to our readers? Do you have an idea for a
future story? We want to hear from you! Simply send an e-mail to Editor@QVegas.
com. Letters to the Editor may be printed in a future issue if signed.
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Andrew

Hello, my name is 6pak. Well, my name
is really Andrew but most know me as 6pak the enter-
tainer, so we will go with that. I'm not quite sure what
I'm going to write but I feel compelled to write some-
thing as I am a bit of mouthpiece for trans men.

I guess my transition would be a good place to start.
Once I knew who I was, a man born in a female body,
my life got very rough for awhile. First was the coming
out to my parents, who have always been supportive
throughout my life. They did support me but not with-
out some pain, confusion and feelings of loss. Commu-
nication was key with my family; we did a lot of talk-
ing, telling each other what we were feeling. No matter
how much it hurt, no matter how uncomfortable, we
talked it out. I could only educate them so much; they
did the rest. They made their way past acceptance and
into understanding. I am grateful.

Then came facing the world knowing I am a man
inside but the world sees a female. Some call this "in
the middle." I believe this is the most painful time in
transitioning, for me. I didn't know if I would ever be
able to afford all that has to be taken care of to one day
be legally male and seen by the world as such. Surgery
is just one piece. Letters from therapists and doctors,
blood work, other medical tests, name change, gender
change on documents. .. not only does this take a lot
of time, but each step takes money; most will not be
covered by insurance.

Ok, so there I was: a man inside, with immense fear
that I never would be on the outside. The next person
that called me "ma'am" I was gonna knock out! But
that's what they saw. I don't have the words to describe
what it feels like to be in the wrong body, but I can
say this: life felt like it had no quality. I was able to get
what I needed for a testosterone prescription; within
one month my voice was dropping. I felt "right" inside,
but no facial hair. Dang/ With each day, changes began
happening. It seems there was a time where my wife
or I found a new hair, muscle, a deeper voice or vein.
These were times of celebration, elation — my outside
was starting to match up. This strange feeling started
seeping into my soul, something I never knew in my

life: peace.

Then an Angel was sent to me and asked, "Can I
help pay for your surgery?" I was in awe. All T could do
at first is cry, then I said yes/ This Angel knew I would
never have the means to have this surgery. She knew
my pain, she felt my pain, and she knew this was the
answer to making this man whole: a loving, selfless
act that gave me quality of life. I am now the man I'm
supposed to be.

There are many people who were there for me, sup-
ported me and loved me. I am one fortunate man. I
communicate with a lot of teen trans men and transi-
tioning men via YouTube, e-mail, MySpace, and phone.
I want to be there for those who aren't as fortunate as
I have been, those with no family, no friends that un-
derstand, living in towns that have no resources, don't
know where to turn, cant get answers. At least they
know there is someone out here who understands how
they feel and can answer most question for them. The
goal is to educate and pay it forward.

One love,

Andrew Citino (aka 6pak)
thesixpak@yahoo.com

Tracy

Where to begln'? First to say congratulations
to QVegas on your first TG issue. And secondly, to
say you blew it. Because of a shortage of space you
couldn't pfofile "yours truly" — the quintessential
nightclubbing, socialite, militant, harginger and pro-
motor of the "T" in GLBT lifestyle.

In 225 words I cannot begin to tell the public how
ultra-lame, not ultra-lounge, the Las Vegas T-Girl
scene is. Nor can I illustrate in photos (space will not
allow) how good T-Girls can look in photographs (I
have them).

Nor can I effectively explain and lobby how I
want the TG [community] to be accepted and rec-
ognized as who and what we are — trans-men and
trans-women, not real men and real women when we
can never truly be either of these. How I want to see
laws changed to list gender classifications on driver's
licenses and job applications to say Male-Female-

READER LETTERS

Transgender.

A group of people, especially controversial people,
can never be accepted, respected and recognized if we
base our world on hiding, deception, denial, fear and
ambiguity.

Not enough print or story space? Perhaps QVegas
should print at least two Transformation issues per
year?

If anyone is interested, if there is anyone out there
who is unapathetic and would like to hear more
about this activism and communicate on any of this,
please get in touch.

Tracy St. James/James Bresnahan

Dear LGBTQ... community
and an often unfair world,

My name is Amber LaMay and I am indeed a
TS woman in our community here in Las Vegas. My
journey into my “true” spirit as a young woman started
out as a child like so many but not always as a general
road map within the Transgendered community and
society as a whole. As a young child I felt the female
spirit of myself often shunned and or exhausted by so-
ciety around me and my feelings of being hurt and not
accepted were felt from just about direction I looked.
With this negative energy I was consuming from
others around me, I became more aware of why I felt
shame and fear in being me, just a girl! I am reminded
to this day as to why it’s extremely difficult just to be
accepted. I'm certainly not looking to point fingers
or accuse the world often for being hurtful or unfair,
but I would like to see the future of the status quo
towards and certainly within the LGBTQ... commu-
nity shift to a status quo-ante; the state of affairs that
existed previously.

Within a majority society I sit within a commu-
nity often left out and not treated fairly. A commu-
nity shunned from rights of marriage, healthcare and
equal treatment given to one person but not another
solely on sexual preference or identity. I then sit with-
in that often beat down community by the masses

Continued on Page 31)
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THE CENTER PAGE

Welcome back, Joshua!

The Center is proud to announce a new
addition to its staff as of Dec. 1. Joshua
Montgomery, a former employee of The
Center, left two years ago to work as a drug
and alcohol counselor at Westcare and
pursue his studies in social work. Joshua
has returned and taken the position of
HIV Prevention Coordinator. He will be
primarily responsible for running the Vegas
Mpowerment Project, which focuses on
HIV prevention for gay and bisexual men
in their 20s. Please stop by and welcome

Joshua back to our team!

Holiday Bliss for LGBT Teens
Thank you to the many donors who contrib-
uted gift cards and other items to The Cen-
ter’s “Adopt an LGBT Teen for the Holidays”
drive in December. The response to our
request was overwhelming, and over $1,000
in goods was donated. As a result, on the
evening of Dec. 17, over 50 youth enjoyed a
special holiday party complete with gift bags,
catered treats and a raffle. Despite the hard
financial times that many LGBT individu-
als, groups and families experienced in 2009,
many folks went the extra mile to take care
of The Center’s young clients, and we thank
you very much for your generosity.

ABOUT THE CENTER

Special thanks go out to Jennifer Bolton,
Dawn Christensen and Ron Quinn for
their incredible efforts to make The Center’s
annual youth holiday party an amazingly

memorable experience.

Give a Day (to The Center).
Get a Disney Day.

In 2010, Disney Parks wants to inspire one
million people to volunteer a day of service
through the “Give A Day. Get A Disney
Day.” program that celebrates good works
by giving each qualified volunteer one day
admission to a theme park at Disneyland®
Resort or Walt Disney World” Resort, free.
As a member of CenterLink, the national
community of LGBT centers, The Gay and
Lesbian Community Center of Southern
Nevada is eligible to participate in this excit-
ing program.

If you are interested in volunteering with
The Center to earn a free one day admis-
sion to your favorite Disneyland” or Walt
Disney World® theme park, please visit www.
disneyparks.com and click the “Give A Day.
Get A Disney Day.” banner to search for
The Center’s current volunteer opportuni-
ties. Although this program is slated to run
throughout 2010, it is anticipated that the
one million tickets available will go fast, so
please sign up to volunteer as soon as pos-
sible. Individuals wishing to participate in
this program through The Center must be
at least 18 years of age. Please contact Mel
Goodwin at mel@thecenterlv.com or (702)
733-9800 with questions about this special
opportunity.

Note: For all you sports-loving volunteers
out there, please consider volunteering with
The Center to sell concessions at the Sin City
Shootout, a national LGBT softball tourna-
ment, which will take place Jan. 16-17. All
proceeds collected at this event will benefit
programs and services offered at The Center
(and you get a free Disney day out of it!). ®

The Gay and Lesbian Community Center of Southern Nevada, serving our LGBT
population for more than 15 years, is conveniently located in Commercial Center
at 953 E. Sahara Ave,, Ste. B-31. To learn more about The Center and its many
services, visit www.thecenterlv.com or call 702-733-9800.
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HRC to hold smart estate and
financial planning seminar

The Human Rights Campaign, the nation’s to the individual, the family, the friends and
largest lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender the community.”

civil rights organization, will hold a free life The Human Rights Campaign Equality
and estate planning seminar on Jan. 19 in Las Circle, in partnership with HRC’s Las Vegas

Vegas. The seminar is part of

a national effort to help pro-
tect LGBT relationships and
educate individuals on various
estate and financial planning
issues including drafting of wills,
durable power of attorney for
health care and finances, domes-
tic partnership, and the Pension
Protection Act. Local financial
and estate planning profession-
als will also be on hand for ques-
tions and answers.

“Recent events profoundly
demonstrate the paramount
importance for individuals to
have a sound estate plan in

Steering Committee, is committed
to educating the community on
the importance of proper estate
planning and how it affects
your future. The HRC Equality
Circle Estate Planning Seminar
was developed as one method of
fulfilling that mission through
the Office of Estate Planning.

“Understanding the importance of

estate and financial planning for

H U M A N the LGBT community is critical

and we are excited to provide this
R I G H T S opportunity to our community,”
said Gwen Migita, Co-Chair Las
CAMPAIG N{ﬁ; Vegas HRC Steering Committee.
The free seminar will be held

place,” said Timothy Mahoney, HRC’s Direc- on Tuesday, Jan. 19, 6-7:30 p.m. at the Las

tor for Estate Planning. “Whether dealing with Vegas Chamber of Commerce located at 6671
a loved one’s medical care decisions or protect- Las Vegas Blvd. S., Ste. 300. For more informa-
ing the family’s relationship and fruits of their tion on the event, visit lasvegas.hrc.org. Regis-
life’s work, ensuring now that one’s wishes will ter by emailing estateplanning@hrc.org or by
be carried out in the future is a wonderful gift calling (202) 216-1563. ®

Vegas author published in Chicken Soup for the Soul

Local author Gregory Kompes is featured in the new Chicken Soup for
the Soul: What | Learned from the Dog collection.

Kompes' story “An Open Heart” is about learning that love is an open heart,
open to both sorrow and to joy. Once he and his dog Aristotle started bonding,
Aristotle got so sick that not even the doctors knew what was wrong. Scared
because he had never loved another before, Kompes was heartbroken. Aristotle
got better, leaving the doctors puzzled; but Kompes knew what the problem was,

What 1
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him. The ordeal proved his worthiness to deserve a
companion and that he could in fact love another.

Kompes is also an accomplished author, having
published his 50 Fabulous Gay-Friendly Places to Live,
which was hailed by The Advocate as a "Super-Helpful
Resource." He is editor of The Fabulist Flash, a news-
letter for writers. Along with Tena Beth Thompson,
Gregory is co-founder of the Patchwork Path book se-
ries and co-host of the Writer's Pen and Grill, a social
evening for writers held monthly in Las Vegas. And,
along with Leslie E. Hoffman, he is co-founder of Laud-
ably Tarnished: A Poetry Workshop.

Visit him online at www.kompes.com. ®




Imperial Royal Sovereign Court
invites community to events

Jason Dyer, the Twelfth Elected Emperor of
All of Southern Nevada, and Bootsy Carmi-
chael, the Twelfth Elected Empress of All of
Southern Nevada, are proud to invite South-
ern Nevada to the Investiture for
Reign 12 of the Desert Empire.
At Investiture, the Emperor and
Empress of the Court of the
Desert Empire announce the
members of their “royal fam-
ily.” The evening promises
to be a whole lot of fun,
as the theme of this year’s
reign is “Sentenced to a
Year of Community Ser-
vice” and Jason and Bootsy
will be “Sentencing the Royal
Line!” Investiture will be held
Jan. 1 at Badlands Saloon, with the
doors opening at 8 p.m. and the show be-
ginning at 9 p.m. All are welcome.
Christopher Reynolds, Emperor 11 of All
of Southern Nevada, and Ginger Grant, Em-
press 11 of All of Southern Nevada, also cor-
dially invite the community to the Divestiture
of Reign 11 of the Desert Empire. Divestiture
is another important event in the life of the

Desert Empire; at this year’s divestiture, the
organizations receiving funds at Badlands
Saloon on Jan. 30 beginning at 9 p.m. are
the St. Therese Center, Street Teens, Golden
Rainbow, the Nevada Society for the
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, the
Erotic Heritage Museum, the Delphi
Foundation, the Matthew Shep-
ard Foundation, the Gay and
Lesbian Community Center
of Southern Nevada, the

Sin Sity Sisters, the TNT

Scholarship Fund, and the

IRSCDEI Benevolent Fund.
Join the Court for this out-
standing evening of fun and
fundraising and be there as all

of these deserving not-for-profit
organizations receive funds, too!
The Imperial Royal Sovereign Court of

the Desert Empire is a 501(c)(3) organization
whose primary goal is to raise funds for other
not-for-profits in the Southern Nevada area; part
of the International Court system, the Court
was designed for “camp” fun and fundraising and
to help those in the area in need of assistance.
Learn more at www.desertempire.org. ®

NGRA announces Royalty
Competition and IGRA University

The Nevada Gay Rodeo Association proudly
invites the Las Vegas community to Charlie’s
on Friday, Jan. 15 for the 2010 Royalty
Competition to select Mister and
Miss Nevada Gay Rodeo Asso-
ciation 2010. The selected can- Voo <
didates will represent Southern
Nevada on the gay rodeo
circuit throughout the year. The
competition begins at 8 p.m.

NGRA also plays host to the Interna-
tional Gay Rodeo Association cowboys and
cowgirls as they come to IGRA University
over Martin Luther King Day weekend. The
weekend kicks off on Thursday, Jan. 14 with a
Back to School Bash, with lots of entertain-
ment and fun. Plus, it’s time for the commu-
nity to Meet the Candidates for the NGRA
Royalty Competition. IGRA University be-
gins in earnest on Friday afternoon, Jan. 15, at
the Tuscany Suites and Casino.

&AMAA&
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For the second year, in conjunction with
IGRA University, IGRA will again offering
classes for line dancing and couples

dance for beginners and the more
experienced alike on Saturday; and
on Saturday night, contestants from
across the country will show you
their best, in a fun evening that's
a perfect break from the univer-
sity curriculum. There will also be
ample time for your own time for
two-step and line dance that eve-
ning, as well.
For more information about IGRA
University, visit www.igra.com/univer-
sity. All those interested in rodeo, rodeo pro-
duction, and/or fundraising are welcome and
invited to register!

For more information about NGRA, the

NGRA Royalty Competition and IGRA Uni-

versity, visit www.ngra.com. ®
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THAT'S SO VEGAS

Golden Nugget debuts elegant
and luxurious Rush Tower addition

Spectacular, contemporary luxury and elegance
now embraces guests of the highly anticipated
Rush Tower, the newest addition to the legend-
ary Golden Nugget Las Vegas. The $150-million
development will enhance the historic property’s
already unrivaled hotel, gaming and dining op-
tions, and firmly establish the resort as the pre-
ferred destination on the Fremont Street Experi-
ence, located in the heart of downtown Las Vegas.
“Rush Tower will now define the ultimate Las

Vegas experience providing exceptional accom-
modations as well as add to the already supreme
dining opportunities and exceed the unparalleled
customer service already delivered to our guests,”
said Tilman Fertitta, Chairman of the Board,
President and Chief Executive Officer of Lan-
dry’s Restaurants, Inc., which owns the property.

“The tower is the latest in our ongoing renovation
and expansion projects at the Golden Nugget,
which now total more than $300-million, and
which will certainly up the ante for other proper-
ties in Las Vegas.”

Guests arriving at Rush Tower will immediate-
ly be taken back by the impressive porté cochere
which is accented by a new, million dollar land-
scaped entrance at First Street and Carson Street.
As visitors enter the spacious lobby, they will be
captivated by the posh furnishings and brilliant,
custom-designed lighting which combine to cre-
ate an inviting and sophisticated ambiance. Guests
will then be greeted by the distinctive, floating
reservation desk offering private check-in service
for Rush Tower with a magnificent 75,000-gallon
tropical aquarium fish tank as its backdrop.

After check-in, guests will be escorted to one of
the tower’s more than 500 well-appointed guest-
rooms. The guestrooms are 20 percent larger than
the Golden Nugget’s current North and South
standard rooms and offer exceptional room selec-
tions for any occasion. The tower also includes
four Penthouse Suites and 70 Junior Corner
Suites, which provide incredible views of the Las
Vegas Strip or of the famous Golden Nugget pool.
Guestrooms are furnished with contemporary and
sleek décor and complemented by stylish and fiery
hues. Standard features include upgraded pillow-
top mattresses, feather down comforters and 42-
inch plasma televisions.

During their stay, guests can take full advan-
tage of the warm Las Vegas sun as they relax and
enjoy a refreshing cocktail by The Hideout, the
tower’s two-level, infinity-edge pool. Surrounded
by six plush cabanas and covered lounging areas,
complete with day beds, this pool area creates the
perfect desert oasis. The pool adjoins the third
floor of The Tank, a year round outdoor swim-
ming pool complete with 200,000-gallon, live
shark aquarium, which was voted one of the “Top
Ten Pools in the World” by Forbes Traveler.

Guests will enjoy the convenience of the ca-
sino located in the lobby of Rush Tower, which
expands the Golden Nugget’s dynamic gaming
features by adding popular slot and video poker
machines as well as more table games.

The Golden Nugget is currently taking reser-
vations for Rush Tower. For more information on
the Golden Nugget, or to book a stay, visit www.
goldennugget.com or call (800) 634-3454. ®
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Winters to perform at Suncoast

Popular Las Vegas entertainer Wes Winters will
debut his new show, Las Vegas Saturday Night, at
the Suncoast Showroom, Jan. 30-31.

In Las Vegas Saturday Night, the show named
after Winters’ most recent recording, a variety of
musical styles will be performed, bringing the

vibe of “vintage Vegas” to the Suncoast Showroom.

Winters will showcase his trademark boogie-woo-
gie, fast-paced piano playing along with his vocals
and talents for playing other musical instruments.
An award-winning musician, Winters may be
best known in Las Vegas for 4 Musical Tribute
to Liberace, an act he conceived, wrote, produced
and starred in for five years at the Liberace Mu-
seum, as well as an engagement at Planet Holly-
wood. His signature one-man nightclub act, Wes

Winters Live, also ran for five years at Liberace’s
Carluccio’s Tivoli Gardens Piano Lounge to
sold-out audiences.

With an extensive background in musical the-
ater, the self-taught pianist has performed in cities
throughout the United States, Canada, Europe
and South America for more than 20 years. In
addition to Las Vegas Saturday Night, Winters has
six additional solo recordings, including Piano Fa-
vorites, Wes Winters Live, Send Down an Angel, Wes

Winters Christmas, Light the Lights and Curtain Up.

Tickets are now available starting from $19.95,
plus tax. Showtime is 7:30 p.m. on Saturday and
4 p.m. on Sunday. Tickets can be purchased by
calling (702) 636-7075 or visiting www.suncoast-

casino.com. @

The King of Rock 'n' Roll is honored with new show at CityCenter
Cirque du Soleil, in partnership with Elvis Presley Enterprises, recently unveiled its
latest resident show Viva ELVIS, at ARIA Resort & Casino at CityCenter in Las Vegas.
Preview performances for Viva ELVIS began Dec. 18. The premiere will be held Friday,

Feb. 19, 2010.

Viva ELVIS, a harmonious fusion of dance, acrobatics and live music, is a tribute to
the life and music of Elvis Presley. Nostalgia, modernity and raw emotion provide the
backdrop for his immortal voice and the exhilaration and beauty of his music. Created
in the image of The King of Rock 'n’" Roll — powerful, sexy, whimsical, truly unique and
larger than life — the show highlights an American icon who transformed popular mu-
sic and whose image embodies the freedom, excitement and turbulence of his era.

To reserve tickets, call 877-253-5847 or 702-531-2031, buy online at www.
cirquedusoleil.com/vivaelvis or visit any MGM MIRAGE box office in Las Vegas. ®

USN to hold Taste of the Arts

The Las Vegas community is invited to indulge
their senses with fine wines, enticing cocktails,
mouth-watering hors d'oeuvres and spectacular
art at University of Southern Nevada’s Taste of
the Arts. The epicurean event takes place 2-4
p-m. on Sunday, Jan. 31 at Veloce Cibo, atop
The M Resort, (12300 Las Vegas Boulevard S.).
A special event benefitting USN’s communi-
ty outreach projects, Taste of the Arts features
exquisite culinary delights and delectable wine
blending accompanied by an art show featuring

the works of famed local artists.

The M Resort’s resident sommelier will treat
guests to the art of wine blending, offering both
wine connoisseurs and novices an opportunity
to experience the winemaking artistry that cre-
ates a wine that is ultimately more interesting
and flavorful than each individual element.

Tickets are $85.00 per person or $160 for
two. For more information or to make reser-
vations, please call (702) 968-2055 or e-mail
bwood@usn.edu. ®

Recent Research Reveals
Devastating Link Between
Gum Disease & Heart Disease!

The American Heart Association, the “Journal of the
Amencan Medical Association™ and the “New
England Joumal of Medicine” have documented a
link Between Heart Disease, Stroke and Gum
Infiection. If vou haven't had vour teeth cleaned for
six_months or longer vou could be at risk of infec-
tion_from the same BONE and GUM ERODING
germs that cause gum disease, WARNING: Cium
disease has rio syoiptonis in its early and _middle
stages, Most people are unaware wetil it's too late,

Save up to $571 on Professional
Dental Cleaning, Whitening
& Checkup Special Offers or
$200 GIFT CERTIFICATE

Toward Any Treatment
CALL NOW—Expires 1/18/10
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OFFERS EXPIRE
January 18, 2010

Dr. Blair Isom
32 N. Tenaya Way
Las Vegas, NV §9129

110% MONEY BACK GUARANTEE
We not anly encourage you 1o try us and test our
service, care and convenience, but if during your
first vear as a patient vou're not completely
satisfied, let us know and we'll gladly make vou
feel right or refund 110% of your cost {up to
S1000.)
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Greek, Italian, Persian,
Indian, Middle Eastern
& Vegetarian Cuisine.

“Best Greek™ “Best Middle Eastern™
“Best Vegetarian™ “Best Power Lunch”
“Best Independently Owned
Restaurant™ - City Life
Las Vegas Weekly “Best place
to go on a Saturday night”
Rachel Ray’s $40 a day
Patio Dining available at both
café locations. Open 7 days.

8380 W. Sahara
4147 5. Maryland Pkwy.
WWW. PAYITONS.COm

www.hookahlounge.com

731-6030

New Location Downtown!
1o7 E. Charleston Blvd. #155 272-0020

The
winners are...

Happy New Year! It's January and 2010 is
here... We have a full year ahead of us, but let's
look back at the best and worst of 2009. This
is the first-ever "].Son Naked Awards" where 1
look back at 2009 and give my opinion on the
best and worst of the year that just passed.

Best Dressed

(and would love to see naked)
Local—Jason Baca. This VIP superstar

with "Closet Sundays" is one sexy dresser, but

who wouldn't want to see him naked?
National—Anderson Cooper. CNN's

hottest anchor Anderson Cooper is always well

dressed but you know everyone is dying to see

him naked.

Worst Dressed
Local—J.Son. As I seem to never have
clothes on, how could I be Best Dressed? And
to be quite honest, I am so colorblind I call
myself "color-retarded." So if I was to wear
clothes, I'm sure I'd be named "Worst Dressed."
National—Lady Gaga. I know what

BY J.SON ' I\/AN=DR:ION @\

you're all thinking "Lady Gaga is bos!" and
she just may be the hottest thing out there
right now, but she is a hot mess when it
comes to fashion.

Most Naked
(The person who lives their life naked
and never hides behind a mask)
Local—Nolan
Christopher. Not
only is he a member of
Naked Boys Singing, the
musical, he is a genuine
person and you always
know where he stands.
National—Kathy
Griffin. She is the
true meaning of naked.
With Kathy you get the
naked truth all the time.
If she has something to
say you better watch out,
cause she'll say it and

give it to you naked!

Least Naked

(The person who would never be

caught dead naked!)

; Local—Anthony

David. Las Vegas
style guru...naked?
Why would he be?!

{ This bitch has far too

many designer items in

his closet to ever fear
a Paris or Britney or
J.Son moment. To be
honest, I'm not sure if
he has ever come out
of the closet.
National—
Michael Kors. I
interviewed the fashion
designer in NYC and asked him if he would
rather go naked or wear clothes. I thought
he was about to die as he replied "Fashion is
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my life! I would never be caught dead naked."
Someone that intense about clothes has to be
the Least Naked person!

To see a full list of Naked Award winners and
more photos of the best and worst that 2009
had to offer, check out the Awards page on
www.NakedBoyNews.com ®

J.Son is the host of the popular web
series Naked Boy News and has
been seen on CNN, A&E and MTV.
For the latest Naked Boy News visit
www.NakedBoyNews.com
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MGM GRAND.

Seducing Audiences
Since 1951

Dinner & Show Packages available.
Call 702.891.7800 for more information.
Performing nightly except Tuesdays.
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FIREFLY TAPAS KITCHEN & BAR
BEST RESTAURANT

Locals simply love Firefly, as evidenced by
the overwhelming response on Qrific Award
ballots cast this year. This famous tapas kitchen
and bar is best known for its original location on
Paradise Road just a few blocks from the Fruit
Loop, open late every night for a little dining
and a bit more drinking after partying down
the street. A new location was recently opened
downtown at The Plaza, right at the end of the
Fremont Street Experience. Mmm.... 'm hungry
now just thinking about it.

TOWN SQUARE
BEST SHOPPING

Originally debuting in late 2007 with
only a fraction of its shops open for business,
Town Square was largely a ghost town. By
Spring 2008, the outdoor shopping mecca had
become a boom town and continues to grow in
popularity, staying busy year-round. It doesn’t
hurt that arguably the best movie theater in Las
Vegas (with all-digital projection and sound)
anchors its west end. Most stores at Town
Square are on the affordable end of things,
which lures a wider spectrum of shoppers than

the upscale malls mid-Strip.

THE FRUIT LOOP
BEST CRUISE SPOT

With four gay-focused clubs and bars, along
with a bookstore, all in one small area, it’s no
wonder the legendary Fruit Loop (located on
Paradise Rd. at Naples St.) was chosen as this
year’s best cruising spot. Where else in Las
Vegas would you find as many locals and tourists
from the LGBT community in a one-block
radius on a Friday or Saturday night?

EROTIC HERITAGE MUSEUM
BEST MUSEUM

On Dean Martin Drive, behind Fashion
Show, in a building formerly occupied (in part)
by Deja Vu Love Boutique, sits a museum unlike
any other this city has ever seen. Erotic Heritage
Museum, which opened in 2008, encompasses
more than 17,000 square feet of permanent and
featured exhibits designed to preserve wonders
of the erotic imagination as depicted through the
artistic expression of acts of sex and love. The
museum has graciously been home to several
events and fund-raisers for organizations in our

community as well.

LAS VEGAS ATHLETIC CLUB
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AWARDS 2009

AS CHOSEN BY QVEGAS READERS AND ONLINE SOCIAL NETWORKING FRIENDS

BEST GYM

This chain of gyms, with its abundance of
hardbody clientele for your inspiration and
titillation, seems to be a perennial winner in this
category. Las Vegas Athletic Clubs (LVAC) now
has six locations throughout the valley, the newest
of which is on West Flamingo Road at the 215
Beltway. Last year, LVAC also won the Qrific
Award for Best Cruising Spot. Naughty gays!

STARBUCKS
BEST COFFEE SHOP

Until someone opens another coffee shop
geared toward the LGBT community (we still
miss Pride Factory), Starbucks will almost
certainly be the coffee of choice among our
readers. This world-famous chain nearly has a
monopoly on coffee in this town, with a Coffee
Bean or Java Detour placed sporadically here
and there to thwart its total dominance. Chances
are, there’s a Starbucks within 100 yards of you

at all times, or so it would seem.

WYNN LAS VEGAS & ENCORE
BEST CASINO/GAMBLING

When Steve Wynn opened his brown-
glassed, curve-topped hotel a few years back

near the north end of the Strip, everyone knew

it would be opulent and over the top in every
way. From the Esplanade with its high-priced
shops up front, to the golf course in back, Steve
sure knows how to create the ultimate resort
experience. Next door, he opened Encore Las
Vegas in 2008, continuing the breathtaking
interior décor by renowned designer Roger
Thomas (see our cover story, Feb. 2009). These
sister resorts together hold more Forbes five-star

awards than any other casino-resort in the world.

NAKED BOYS SINGING anD
PEEP SHOW (TiE)
BEST VEGAS SHOW

Boy, our readers must enjoy a bit of nudity,
since we had a tie in the Best Vegas Show
category between a small group of male vocalists
who sing songs in the buff and a show chock full
of topless beauties in a twisted fairy tale. Naked
Boys Singing is enjoying an extended run at the
Onyx Theatre in Commercial Center while Peep
Show at the Planet Hollywood Resort is keeping
audiences entertained by the “talents” of Holly
Madison and Aubrey O’Day. Be sure to check
them both out before they’re gone.

FRANK MARINO’S DIVAS LAS VEGAS

BEST DRAG SHOW



Old queens never die; they simply move to
another Strip property. After a quarter-century
at the Riviera, Frank Marino and several of his
former cast-mates from An Evening at La Cage
moved just a few blocks south and settled in for
a year-long run (after a successful Labor Day
weekend trial) at Imperial Palace. Check out
our cover story in this month’s issue and get to
know the talented cast that makes Divas Las
Vegas our readers’ choice for Best Drag Show

in town.

DJ AXIS
BEST DJ

Axis is an independent dance music producer
and enthusiast, music editor and mixer. Chances
are, you've seen him spinning at any one of
the numerous community events at which he
shares his talents. His philosophy is that “music
is essential and secondary at the same time. It
should be heard and felt. The volume can be
high or low. The source should be connected
to the listener and vice versa. Sound should
evoke emotion and memory. Music takes us on a
journey through time and space.”

6PAK
BEST ENTERTAINER

Andrew Citino, a transgender male relatively
new to the Las Vegas area, performs under
the stage name of 6pak and is most known for
his spot-on impersonations of Kid Rock and
Frank Sinatra. Perhaps you've seen him on stage
at Goodtimes or performing at our National
Coming Out Day Street Festival. To learn more
about him, check out his QPeople profile in our
Sept. 2009 issue and read his letter in the current
issue on page 11.

DAVID PARKS
BEST COMMUNITY LEADER

Many people have made a tremendous impact
on our LGBT community in various ways this
past year, but perhaps the most notable in 2009
was Senator David Parks, the primary sponsor of
Senate Bill 283, which opened doors for couples
in Nevada (both same-sex and opposite-sex)
to register as domestic partners. Of course, he
couldn’t have done this alone, and we’re certain
he’d like to share this honor with the thousands
of persons throughout the state who urged their
legislators to help pass this bill. It’s certainly not
marriage, and that’s a fight to fight another day,
but it’s a promising step toward equality and we
are all grateful to Senator Parks for his vision
and dedication.

SINCITYQSOCIALS
BEST SOCIAL GROUP

Once again, gay socialite Terry Hernandez

and his SinCityQSocials network for gay
professionals and friends has been honored with
this Qrific Award. The group, which hosts
Trendy Tuesdays at venues all throughout the
valley, is dedicated to helping gay and lesbian
professionals meet others of their kind through
innovate events. This summer, SinCityQSocials
hosted a monthly pool party at Green Valley
Ranch, and the group has recently launched a
VIP program so members can drink free at the

weekly events, among other perks.

AID FOR AIDS OF NEVADA (AFAN)
AND THE GAY & LESBIAN COMMUNITY
CENTER OF SOUTHERN NEVADA (TiE)
BEST NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION
AFAN and The Center, two of Gay Vegas’
best known non-profits, tied for this honor.
AFAN provides support and advocacy for adults
and children living with, and affected by, HIV/
AIDS in southern Nevada. The group holds
two major fund-raisers each year, an AIDS
walk in the spring and the Black & White
Party in the fall. The Center, on the other hand,
supports and promotes activities directed at
furthering the well-being, positive image and
human rights of the LGBT community and its
allies. For good reason, both organizations are
deserving of this recognition.

NATIONAL COMING OUT DAY STREET
FESTIVAL AND LAS VEGAS PRIDE (TiF)
BEST GAY EVENT

Las Vegas’ two largest festivals for our gay
community tied for the Best Gay Event winner
this year, with a portion of our readers preferring
a daytime event and the other half enjoying a
later festival. Neither event competes with the
other, as they occur in different seasons and
the hosts of each actively participate in the
other’s event. Las Vegas Pride was bigger and
better than ever in 2009 and promises to have
even bigger name main stage entertainment in
2010. The NCOD Street Festival (produced by
QVegas Foundation and The Center) was moved
to a bit earlier time this year so as to help avoid
the cold, late-night October temperatures and
allow attendees to carry the celebration onward
throughout the night at area clubs.

GLEE
BEST GAY TV SERIES

Sure, a lot of shows have LGBT characters

these days, and old favorite Will & Grace is still
running in syndication, but perhaps the most
popular T'V series in our community right
now is Fox’s new musical hit, Glee. We weren’t
really surprised by the massive number of votes
Glee received on the Qrific ballot, since we've
also become full-fledged Gleeks who can’t
resist discussing each week’s new songs and
situations among our friends for days after each
viewing. What really stinks is that the series is
on a hiatus for the next several months while
American Idol goes through another season
(now featuring Ellen Degeneres as a judge...
woohoo!), but at least we have two soundtracks
of their catchy cover tunes to tide us over until
the spring.

FREEZONE, CHARLIE'S LAS VEGAS
AND KRAVE LAS VEGAS (3-WAY TIE)
BEST GAY NIGHTCLUB

Wow, a three-way tie! Each located in a
distinctly different area of town, FreeZone (in
the Fruit Loop), Charlie’s (on the west side) and
Krave (on the Strip at Harmon Ave.) all have
distinctly different atmospheres as well. The
oldest of these three Qrific winners is FreeZone,
which is known for its relaxed vibe, entertaining
drag shows and ladies night. Charlie’s (part of
the well-known chain) is popular among the
local cowboy community yet fills up to the brim
with every type of LGBT personality imaginable
during its famous beer and liquor busts. Krave
is popular among the younger crowd and many
tourists due to its big-city feel, larger size, well-
known DJs and location close to all the major

casino resorts.

"BAD ROMANCE" BY LADY GAGA
BEST GAY DANCE SINGLE
For the second year in a row, 23-year-old New
Yorker Lady Gaga (real name: Stefani Joanne
Angelina Germanotta) has charmed us with a
catchy hit single. Last year, when “Just Dance”
won the Qrific Award for Best Gay Dance
Single, Gaga was relatively new on the scene.
This year, she’s become world-famous, been
nominated for every major music award (and won
many of them), and has embarked on an amazing
concert tour full of the over-the-top costumes
and stagings she’s become known for. She’s even
recorded two songs with Beyonce (whose “Single
Ladies” was the second place winner in this
category). But it’s the catchy “Rah-rah-ah-ah-ah
/ Roma, Roma-ma / GaGa, ooh la Ia” that makes
“Bad Romance” the undisputed hit dance single of
2009 among our readers. ®
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The tale of four transgender Las Vegans

Denise

Can volunteers be selfish? According to
Denise Jay, they can.

Jay was recently honored as Volunteer
of the Year by The Gay and Lesbian
Community Center of Southern Nevada.
She describes the motives behind her
efforts as “selfish.”

“My motivation for being involved
is that through these organizations I
gather strength and courage for myself,”
Jay commented.

Even if these motives are selfish, does
the fact that Jay has selflessly lent a
hand to the LGBT community on more
than one occasion not cancel those mo-
tives out?

Jay recently worked on some transgen-
der-specific issues, but stated the major-
ity of her work is for the umbrella that is
the LGBT community.

The awarded volunteer stated the
volunteerism she is most proud of is the
work she did for Equality Days.

“It was the only one I participated
in that was successful,” said Jay. She
added, “We all went up to Carson City

Jane

The city of Las Vegas is often thought
of as a progressive and open-minded
place. Is this true or does the city pres-
ent a mirage of some sort? According to
Jane Heenan, a transgender woman and
marriage and family therapist in the

Profiles by Mark Adams

Las Vegas valley, it is.

“A lot of people come here because they
think it’s somewhere you can go to be
open. But it’s not,” Heenan stated.

The therapist advocates for the
transgender community. She often par-
ticipates in activism events around the
valley.

Heenan states one of the biggest chal-

during the legislative session. It was a
proud moment.”

Jay’s work also includes attending ral-
lies and writing to Nevada’s representa-
tives in Washington.

She maintains professional relations
with Rep. Dina Titus, Sen. Harry Reid,
the Human Rights Campaign and lo-
cal government officials in Las Vegas to
promote the issues she wants addressed.

Jay explained she wishes she had more
time to devote to volunteering. She was
recently laid off due to the country’s
economic situation and picked up a night
job in place that restricts her time to
devote to volunteering.

“In my pursuit for trying to find fresh
employment I am constantly running
into the issue of ENDA, or transgender
discrimination, and it makes me very
angry,” Jay stated.

ENDA is the Employment Non-
Discrimination Act, and although she is
facing these problems, she maintains a
positive attitude and continues to volun-
teer for the community.

She stated, “Get involved. Work for
change. Complaining about it doesn’t do
anything.” ®

lenges facing transgender people in Ne-
vada is a basic need: health care.

“Finding a doctor who can provide
culturally competent care is near impos-
sible,” Heenan states in reference to the
physicians practicing in Las Vegas.

This is one of the reasons Heenan
recently organized the first Transgender

Health Fair at the LGBT Center. The
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event was held on Oct. 31.

Heenan also works to have more
inclusive legislation passed in Nevada
to protect transgender people from dis-
crimination of any kind.

“In the last year we got the first leg-
islation in the state of Nevada that was
inclusive of gender identity and expres-
sion introduced into the assembly,” said
Heenan. She added, “As a consequence
more work is going to happen.”

Heenan stated that she and a group of
her associates recently decided to align
with Equality Nevada, a non-partisan
and non-profit organization in the state.

The activist stated the organization is
in the formative stages of their work and
is focusing on education issues.

“It’s one thing to pass a law. It’s an-
other thing to educate the people it’s
supposed to protect and support,” said
Heenan.

The therapist stated the organization
will be working on campaigns to have
more progressive legislators elected in
2010. They are also already planning
the second Transgender Health Fair for
next fall.

“There’s always a lot of work to do,”
said Heenan. She added, “I am happy to
be a part of it.” ®

Juds

The movement for equal rights has
been and continues to be a long and
hard fought battle. Great strides have
been made in the direction of social
equality.

Jude Cox stated he believes the ef-
forts of the equal rights movement has
enabled our society to make another
step towards social progress: equality
for transgender people.

Cox states that it is “more accept-
able to talk about issues surrounding
sexual orientation.” He added, “the
next step that follows is to talk about
gender identity issues.”

The 31 year-old commented that the
media is covering transgender issues in
a more positive light recently, stating
the attitude is more like “hey, we want
to learn about it.”

“Its gone more from the Maury
show to Oprah, as far as media classes
go. It’s being treated in a more respect-
able way when it comes to the media,”
said Cox.

Cox is a lawyer and is currently
engaged in a two year fellowship with
the American Civil Liberties Union.
He is a transgender man.

The ACLU fellow moved to the Las
Vegas valley in 2005 to pursue a law
degree at the UNLV William S. Boyd
School of Law.

Cassandra

Your alarm goes off. You jump out of bed
and start to get ready for the day ahead
of you. Showering, deciding what cloth-
ing to wear — it is all part of the routine
many of us are very used to.

Cassandra Keenan made the brave
decision to switch up this routine just
around two years ago. Keenan, a copy
editor at the Las Vegas Review-Journal, is
a transgender woman.

The decision she made was a simple
one: instead of donning a pair of pants,
she reached for a skirt.

During his time at the ACLU, Cox

has worked on transgender specific

issues.

“We've recently created a brochure
specifically addressing how to go about
getting a legal name change on birth
certificate or drivers license,” said Cox.

Cox also mentioned that the ACLU
is working to have gender identity and
expression included in the State Public
Accommodation Anti-Discrimination
Statute in the State of Nevada.

“We want to be as inclusive as pos-
sible is the bottom line,” Cox stated.

The Boyd Law graduate plans to
continue his work of fighting for equal
rights after his time at the ACLU is
over as an attorney for a transgender
advocacy group. ®

“I'was panic stricken,” Keenan com-
mented in reference to her first day at
work in her new attire. She added, “I
wanted to do it so much that I didn’t
care.”

Keenan conquered her fears and now
lives the life she always wanted to live. “I
always aspired to be the woman I knew I
was,” she stated.

'The 43-year old copy editor stated
that her transition is late in comparison
to other transgender people. It was only
two years ago that she took her first dos-
age of hormones.

Continued on Page 25p
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i Call today to schedule a consultation.
dr. AZIMI can make you smile. neonseon:

702.759.0005

Smile, your life is about to change.

FREE

ELECTRIC
TOOTHBRUSH

Upan complation of exam, x-rays and necessary cleaning. $80 value
New patients only. Offer expires 02701110,

0
1rlAZ1M1:
in historic downtown 820 South 7th Street» Suitesc &0 (1 1 0

Las Vegas, Nevada 89101 » www.drazimi.com
modern dentistry. downtown las vegas.

Treatments are Successful
Treatments are Affordable and Refunds are Available
We Employ Holistic Therapies Together with Our Treatments

653 Town Center Drive Suite 206 « Las Vegas, NV 89144

702-341-6616 « nfcares.com
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4 Continued from Page 23

Keenan made the decision to transition on
the job, but believes it is easier to move away
and start over.

“It’s less terrifying when you don’t have
the people who know you all around you
watching. For me it was hard,” she stated.

Although she holds this belief, she still
walks into work each day wearing whatever
she wants and being who she wants to be.

Keenan stated many of her coworkers at
work are very supportive of her, but states
that it is “a mixed bag.”

This mixed bag includes discrimina-
tion, opposition, and hate. Whenever
Keenan faces one of these hurdles, she
jumps over them.

“When people say hateful stuff, ignorant
stuff, I'm a big believer in the fact that they
need to be called out on it,” Keenan stated.
She added, “Don’t ever let it just slip by.”

Keenan is also an active blogger (meta-
physicalbombshell.blogger.com) and contrib-
utor to The Bilerico Project (www.bilerico.
com/contributors/cassandra). ®

Editor's note: We realize this is just a tiny sam-
pling of the transgender community in Southern
Newada whose profiles are also worth sharing
within our pages. If you know someone who's
active in our community and whose story would
be an inspiration for our readers, e-mail editor@
quegas.com and tell us why. We will consider
him or her for inclusion in another issue during
2009 or in 2010's Transformation Issue.

ENTER TO WIN A DREAM VACATION AT:

PSGAYTRAVEL.COM

MIKEL PATRIK com

\PLE
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for 25 year old Heather Costello.

“It’s a difficult transition for me. I've been
Heather for 25 years, and now I'm going to be
Edmund,” she said. “I've started writing it. I'll
write Edmund under my own name so I can see it.
And eventually I'll stop writing Heather and start

writing Edmund.”

And the name is just the small step. Eddie, as
she is currently being called, has felt like she is the
wrong gender since she was a small child. She can
even remember arguing with her mother when
she was 7, strong in her belief that the doctors
had filled out the birth certificate wrong; she was

a boy!

While she has thought about transformation
since she was 21, she had only seriously considered
taking the steps in the past six months. The first
step, calling the counselor to set up an appoint-
ment, was one of the hardest she had ever taken.

But one of the scariest steps was actually telling
the people in her life. Her girlfriend was the first
reveal, and one of the hardest. Both of them shed

a few tears during that talk.

“It’s a big change. I'm still going to be me, but
there are some personality changes. We don't
know how drastic that’s going to be,” she said.

“She was afraid of losing me, who I am. It’s the
person she’s in love with, not the body. She’s

afraid of losing that person.”

Her girlfriend has since adjusted to the idea,
and her mother was in her court all along. Friends
and co-workers have been supportive, if somewhat
confused and tentative. Some are even afraid for
her, as the transformation can be painful.

After the counselor writes the necessary letters,
saying the procedure is necessary, Eddie will then
have the top surgery and the hormones, which
will continue for the rest of her life. The bottom
surgery is still far in the future, if she chooses to

do it at all.

But along with the nervous reveals and the hard
surgeries comes the chance to live a new life. Ed-
die says she would not give that up for the world.

“Any kind of transformation is painful, but it
really is your desire to want to do it. You can't see
the other side but you have to know the other side
will be worth it because you'll get to be comfort-
able, to be seen as who you want to be seen as.
Knowing yourself and having everybody see you
as the person you know you are is the greatest
thing in the world.” ® BY JESSICA TRIPP
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Getting people to call her Edmund instead of
Heather may be one of the hardest parts of the
transformation, but it is nowhere near the scariest

“Any kind of trans-
formation is pain-
ful, but it really

is your desire to
want to do it. You
can’t see the other
side but you have
to know the other
side will be worth
it because you’ll
get to be comfort-
able, to be seen as
who you want to be
seen as. Knowing
yourself and having
everybody see you
as the person you
know you are is the
greatest thing in
the world.”



Save the Date! April 25th

Mark it on your calendar! The 2010 AIDS
Walk will be held on April 25, 2010. Get

a head start and sign up or form a team
today at afanlv.org or call 702 382-2326
for more information.

EVERYONE ILE

WALK

WALK S

AFAN and AIDS Walk 2010 is supported by:
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Gay/Lesbian Catholic Ministries of Southern Nevada

Mad in the Image f_lf God

Celebrating 10 Years!
2000-2010

FRIDAYS WITH IMAGO DEI

The following will be held at Christ the King Catholic
Church — comer of W. Tropicana & Tomey Pines.
Faith Sharing Group - Parish Activity Center
Monthly Mass — Chapel in the Main Church Building

WEEKLY FAITH SHARING GROUP
Tpm - Jan. 15, 22, 29

MONTHLY MASS & SOCIAL
Fri, Jan. 8 — 7pm — Christ the King Chapel

OTHER UPCOMING EVENTS

MASS & MEAL SUNDAY
Sunday, Jan. 17 — Noan
Mass at St. Viator's Catholic Church
(comer of E. Flamingo & S. Eastemn)
Lunch After Mass: Buffet @ Asian
{right across the street from the church)

SUPER BOWL-ING & DINNER
Sunday, Feb. 7 - 2pm
Gold Coast Casino Bowling Alley
{eomer of W. Flamingo & Valley View)
For those who don't want to watch the game.
Location for dinner will be determined by
those in attendanca.

IMAGO DEI 10TH ANNIVERSARY BANQUET
ON OSCAR NIGHT
Join us as we celebrate 10 years of ministryl
2010 WEEKEND SPRING RETREAT
Details on datelocation coming soon.

CONTACT INFORMATION

Se Habla Espafiol

e? She? 12

A GLOSSARY OF ACCEPTABLE
TRANSGENDER TERMINOLOGY

First, let's say that NO human being should be referred to as an "it" under any circum-
stances (do you refer to your pets that way? probably not), and we strongly oppose
using such outdated, derogatory terms as he-she, she-male, tranny and transvestite.
Please use the guide below to educate yourself on today's accepted terminology re-
garding the transgender community as well as the LGBT community as a whole.

Transgender: This is an all-encompassing term
for people whose gender identity, expression or
behavior differs from their birth sex. The term is
quite broad and is the preferred term for non-
transgender people to use.

Gender Identity: Not necessarily visible to oth-
ers, gender identity is an individual's internal sense

of being female, male or something else.

Gender Expression: This is how a person out-
wardly expresses one's gender identity, through
clothing, hairstyle, voice, behavior or physical
characteristics.

Transsexual: A person whose gender identity
differs from one's birth sex, often coupled with a
desire to alter the body through hormones or sur-
gery to match gender identity.

Cross-dresser: One who dresses in clothing
typically worn by the opposite sex but generally
has no intent to live full-time as that gender.

Queer: A term that can be used to refer to any
LGBT person, often used instead of "gay" since it
does not convey a sense of gender. Depending on
the user, the term may be considered derogatory
and should generally be avoided except when used
in reference to a person to self-identifies as such.

Genderqueer: An individual who neither iden-

tifies as entirely male nor entirely female.

Gender Non-conforming: Gender expression
that is different from societal expectations.

Bi-gendered: A person whose gender identity

encompasses both genders, male and female.

FTM: Also known as a transgender man, FTM
refers to a person who transitions from "female-
to-male," born female at birth but identifies and

lives as a male.

MTF: Also known as a transgender woman, MTF

refers to a person who transitions from "male-to-
female," born male at birth but identifies and lives
as a female.

Passing: A term used by transgender people to
mean the public generally views them as the gen-
der with which they identify.

Sex Reassignment Surgery (SRS): The phrase
is singular, but SRS encompasses a multitude of
procedures to change one's body so it conforms
with gender identity. Top surgery involves breast
augmentation or removal, whereas bottom surgery
is the alteration of genitals. Avoid the outdated,
derogatory phrase, "Sex change surgery."

Sexual Orientation: A person's attraction to
members of the same or opposite sex, usually clas-
sified as either lesbian, gay, bisexual or heterosex-
ual. Avoid the term "sexual preference," which is
offensive in the way it implies being gay or lesbian
is a choice and is "curable."

Transition: The period when a person begins
living as their new gender, which may include
changes of name and legal documents, the taking
of hormones or having sex reassignment surgery.
Avoid using "pre-operative” or "post-operative,"
as they imply SRS is mandatory for a transgender
person.

Intersex: People who are born with chromo-
somes, internal reproductive systems or external
genitalia not normally associated with the male
and female standards. An outdated, stigmatizing
and misleading word for intersex is "hermaphro-
dite."

Drag Queen: A man who dresses as a woman
for entertainment purposes, generally at night-
clubs, bars or events. Some use this derogatorily to

refer to all transgender women.

Drag King: A woman who dresses as a woman
for entertainment purposes, generally at night-
clubs, bars or events. ®
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TWO NEGATIVES
MAKE POSITIVELY
BIG SAVINGS!

BRING A NEW FRIEND TO THE

SALON AND BOTH OF YOU
RECEIVE 1/2 OFF A QUALITY
GROOMING EXPERIENCE

service solem for

If you type into Google, “transgender
support group Las Vegas,” you'll stumble
upon broken links, meetings with the
wrong times and changed locations or just
online forums that can be filled with misin-
formation. In Las Vegas it may be difficult
at times to find the resources that you
need. This guide is meant to ease those
difficulties. Included below are resources
for information on counseling and support
groups, doctors (everything from hor-
mone therapy to skin care and surgery),
housing support and retail shopping.

First things first, what’s going on inside
that head of yours? If you're feeling anxious
or depressed or just need someone to talk to
about making this biggest change in your life,
that’s completely expected and normal. Don’t
fret; there are plenty of professionals in the Las
Vegas area who can assist in your transition.
Debbie Barbaroussis-Goot, Dr. of Naturopa-
thy, MFT of Las Vegas has experience helping
people in transgender transitions and special-
izes in relationship issues, fear and anxiety and
substance abuse. Dr. Barbaroussis-Goot is lo-
cated at 8760 Maryland Pkwy., Las Vegas, NV
89123, by phone at (702) 635-6171 or at www.
truetherapy.com.

If you don't have insurance or your policy
doesn’t cover mental health issues then a sup-
port group may be a healthy alternative to
therapy. The Community Counseling Center
offers a transgender group on Monday nights,
6:30-8:00 p.m. There you can receive one-on-
one counseling and sex reassignment surgery
paperwork. The Community Counseling Cen-
ter is located at 1120 Almond Tree Lane. Call
(702) 369-8700 for more information. The Gay
and Lesbian Community Center of Southern
Nevada (953 E. Sahara Ave., Ste. B-31) also
holds a Trans.lation social and discussion
group meeting every Friday at 5:30 p.m.

For primary care, Dr. Maddie Deutsch at
the Los Angeles Gay and Lesbian Center of-
fers what her staff calls “general primary care

Transgender

with a trans-twist.” That twist encompasses
hormone monitoring, pelvic exams, mammo-
grams, prostate exams, and other trans-sensitive
health issues. The clinic offers a pharmacy and
a blood work lab on-site. To find out more
information call Lisa at (323) 993-7518.

Surgeons in the Las Vegas area are more
difficult to come by. You may be forced to do
some traveling, but if you travel to Dr. Michael
Brownstein in San Francisco you'll be in the
hands of one of the leading surgeons in the
field. Dr. Brownstein has been performing
FTM top surgeries for over 30 years now and
routinely does 250 of these surgeries per year.
Call (877) 255-2081 for more information.

Skin! It’s all over you and if you want to take
care of it in extreme comfort try the Weiland
Group in Las Vegas. They have a nationally
certified operating facility and are extremely
confidential. Some of the services they offer are
Botox and injectable filler treatments as well as
the full spectrum of cosmetic surgery care. To
request a consultation call (702) 254-0500.

For retail selections in the area look no fur-
ther than The Rack located at 953 E. Sahara
Ave., Ste. 16B in Las Vegas. There you'll find a
helpful staff and sizes that range up to 3 and 4X
sans the “dumpy or frumpy” look. For hours call
(702) 732-7225. Just down the street is Glam-
our Boutique 2, a popular store among cross-
dressers. Amy and her helpful "Just You" staff
will assist in transformations from make-up to
attire and are available for outings, role play and
photographs. Stop by 714 E. Sahara Ave., Ste.
104 or call (702) 697-1800 for an appointment.

And last but certainly not least, if you're
having trouble finding affordable housing , call
New Genesis at (702) 384-8007. They can help
you find a shared or single unit apartment in
the Las Vegas area for up to two years.

If you need a more comprehensive guide to
transgender issues in the Las Vegas area con-
tact Mel Goodwin at The Gay and Lesbian
Community Center of Southern Nevada at
(702) 733-9800 or by e-mail at mel@thecen-

terlv.com. ®
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Reader Letters

<4 Continued from Page 11

(the LGBQ_community) and yet again left out with
whom will stand up with and next to me saying 'm
deserving of fair and equal treatment as well when
I'am clearly not given such respect. I often am told
and feel less deserving and unimportant of basic civil
rights. We all are striving for respect, fair treatment as
a human being. I can't speak for the entire LGBTQ_
community as a whole, for that would be unfair of
me, but I do have voice to speak especially with what
simply happened in this last election for supporting
the transgendered community with basic protection
from my society I contribute as a citizen; protection
in the workplace and an inclusive bill saying to em-
ployers that I can’t be discriminated against for being
me, a transgendered human soul.

Protection for basic public accommodations would
be nice wouldn't they? I mean we all have to use the
bathroom don’t we? I also have a fear that as I pass
un-spooked to the majority of society my drivers
license at the moment still will not be read F=female
as my identity and as my transition from almost two
years ago is irreversible (As I finally once in my life
feel whole and complete within my brain, body and
soul) and T walk, talk and contribute as a female. I
am a female walking among you and another chance
at being discriminated against or unaccepted is
clearly on my gender marker on my driver’s license.
Eyebrows and discrimination heightens when you're
looking at one gender in an interview, ID checking
at a store, bank, etc. and the gender marker states
another and not by choice but my someone telling
me I am not who I am and I will not be granted such
a right as to feel euphoric within my identity.

I was present in my own energy and fear of what
could happen to me for being myself on Nov. 21,
transgendered Day of Remembrance, where 163
Trans men or women names were read out loud
this year whom had been brutally murdered in hate
crimes and perhaps because basic rights and accom-
modations were not offered to them just to survive.
It’s sad... It’s even sadder when I hear members
within my own community whispering or turning
their backs on me as well when I ask for a civil right
you ask for and have worked so hard in proving you
were worthy enough as human. We are all worthy
of being treated fair in society, for we are all human.
We Transgendered are not asking for different rights
but the same rights, respect and treatment without
discrimination and hate.

If T can say one thing to society and to my com-
munity it would be this: I would like to be treated,
protected and given the same civil rights under my
identity and my sexuality as it is deserving and of-
fered to anyone else. I am me, and I am much happier
being “true to myself, transgendered” than not being
genuine under fear of acceptance, discrimination and
hate. This isn't the easiest path to walk down when
your being pushed down by the masses around you
but it fits within my brain and soul and I will fight
for my fair treatment and freedom until my last
breathe leaves my lips ... a refreshing sigh of relief
in just being respected and in being true to myself
and my identity! Please, I offer you to walk a day in
my heart, in my brain, in my shoes and as my friend.
Walk with me, I welcome you and I'd walk with you.

All my best and positive energy ahead,

Amber Shaelyn LaMay

The Best of

Rodgers & Hammerstein
Saturday, January 30 * 8 p.m.

$40 - $55 - $85

Broadway stars David Burnham
and Lauren Kennedy perforrn
the glorious music of Rodgers
& Hammerstein: songs from
Carousel, The Sound of Music,

Oklahoma, and more!

OVEGAS READERS:

Get a 15% discount on Les Ballet
Trockadero de Monte Carlo tickets
when you call the box office at
(702) 895-ARTS and mention

Les Ballets Trockadero

de Monte Carlo

Saturday, February 6 * 8 p.m.
$40 - $55 - $85

The world's foremost all-male
comic ballet company returns to
Las Vegas! Company members
include Katerina B}-‘chl:m-'a, \"ran}fa

Verikosa, and Boris Nowit:

Find us on
Facebook

forming Arts Center
D, LB

LAS Y

pac.unlv.edu « {

REVIEW-JOURNAL
e ———
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Getting tested
for HIV and syphilis
is important
and easy.

Monday and Thursday, 1-6 p.m.
Gay and Lesbian Center
953 E. Sahara Ave., #B-31

HIV TESTING
Monday-Friday, 8 .a.m-4 p.m.
Southern Nevada
Health District
625 Shadow Ln., Annex A

SN D

Southern Nevada Health District
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Do most transgender people
have sex-reassignment surgery?

No. Most transgender people do not undergo surgery, pri-

marily for health or financial reasons [although some health

plans do cover it]. Female-to-male surgery is imperfect, re-
quiring many surgeries at a cost of $50,000 to $200,000.
[This may include a hysterectomy, radical mastectomy and

chest contouring.] Male-to-female surgery is far better devel-
oped and easier. One surgery may be all that is needed,
at a cost of $17,000 to $35,000.

— Debra Davis
Executive Director, Gender Education Center

Transgender
Day of
Remembrance
is November 20

0.25-1%

of people in America
are transgender.

— National Center for
Transgendered Equality

3%

of people in
America are .
covered by The first

anti-discrimination INTERNATI“NAI.
laws that include nnna nnv

genderidentity. | Cheld July 16, 2009

— National Center for
Transgendered Equality — www.internationaldragday.com
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Lights, camera, action! The short
skirts are on, the overdone makeup
has been applied and the divas are
warmed up in preparation for their
performance. The crowd roars at
the sound of their name being an-
nounced. They are the final act and
the audience has been anticipating
their repeat performance.

This isn’t the Spice Girls Reunion Tour, it’s
the Rebel Variety Show. And the divas discussed
are in fact the boys of Fabulicious, UNLV’s first
student drag performance group!

'The four divas met on campus in various
fashions though the ensemble was not formed
right away. Marketing junior Andy Tyler Fanara,
20, and nursing senior Joe Vergara, 24, are the
co-founders of Fabulicious. The group has added
members along the way, changing the name a
few times as well.

“We were originally, just Andy and I, Boyli-
cious...and then when we added Andre and
Mikey it was Fabulosity,” stated Vergara. “And
combined it’s Fabulicious,” Fanara piped in.

The two latest performers added to the en-
semble are Andre Escamilla, 20, and Michael

“Mikey” Coleman, 21.

Coleman brings experience to the group as
a sophomore dance major at the university. Es-
camilla studies art and is in his junior year at
UNLV. The majority of the group is not pursu-
ing the performing arts in their academic en-
deavors. Though this is true, they all stated they
love to perform.

“I just like to entertain people and put on a
show,” Fanara commented. He added that his
intention for forming the group was that he “just
wanted to have fun.”

Fabulicious all started when Fanara and
Vergara began to record their performances to
trendy pop tunes. The entire world was their
audience — on YouTube. Their video, an imita-

“‘ﬂ/emdmwwme
{6 weas ont-

fits and makesps”

tion of Beyoncé’s “Single Ladies” music video,
has received over 5,000 hits.
“We're kind of local celebrities. We get noticed
at places like the Forum Shops,” Vergara stated.
The UNLV Dining Commons and campus
were also mentioned as potential Fabulicious
sightings. The group members jested bathhouses
and locker rooms were also particular hotspots
where Las Vegas Fabulicious fans can eye them
closely, or from afar.

And a fan base is definitely something that
this group has. Many students attending the an-
nual UNLV Homecoming Rebel Variety Show
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stuck around after the show to let their favorite
boys in heels know what they thought about the
performance.

“It’s really very cool that we see so much actual
support from the campus community. We didn’t
expect people to be this accepting of four dudes
in drag,” Escamilla stated.

“The talent show is full of fraternities and it’s
so stereotypical for them to hate gays,” Vergara
stated.

“And they don’t,” Escamilla stated. He also
commented, “There’s so many like frat dudes
bros that were like you guys were great.”

Whether UNLV’s campus community is be-
coming more open to gay culture is still in ques-
tion. It is fact, however, that the dancing divas
of Fabulicious took first prize in the university’s
campus-wide talent show last May.

The boys were hoping to maintain their title
as supreme UNLV performers at the recent vari-
ety show. They were unfortunately not successful
in this but did receive another prize: a ballroom
full of screaming and applauding fans.

“I knew we didn’t win because there wasn’t as
much screaming as there was last year...last year
I couldn’t even hear the music,” Vergara stated.

“We had a drag queen...what else are we
supposed to do,” Fanara joked, referring to
their introduction by professional drag queen
Syren Vaughn.

Coleman added his frustrations and jested, “I

was wearing heels...I wore heels for Christ’s sake!”

When asked if the group would be performing
again, they all stated they were up for the idea.

“We need an excuse to wear skimpy outfits
and makeup,” Escamilla stated as reason for a
reprise performance.

BY MARK
ADAMS

Coleman is ready to don the heels again. He
confirmed the group “would love to perform.”

The group members are all friends when they
aren’t busy with dance routines in little black
dresses and not-so-sensible heels.

“I really like shopping with the group and I
like how we work together,” Coleman stated. He
added, “We'’re a team.”

Escamilla also stated he enjoys how well the
group works with each other. He commented,

“We'll just like rehearse something but we’ll be so
stupid and have so much fun with it.”

Vergara shared that performing with each
other is something fun they all have to do in the
midst of their hectic agendas.

“We all have busy schedules and we all make
time and when we get there we're very support-
ive and I just love four friends dancing to amaz-
ing music,” Vergara commented.

So what is next for the performance ensem-
ble? Certainly not America’s Got Tualent, accord-
ing to Fabulicious.

“David Hasselhoff would X my ass so fast,”
Fanara shared.

Escamilla is not closed to the idea at reality
television stardom. He shared, “I don’t think
we're that big yet. First QVegas, then the R], and
then we’ll think about it.”

Fabulicious has high hopes, big dreams, and
an increasing fan base. Watch out RuPaul,
you've got some competition coming. These
divas are ready for the drag race, and ready for
the fame.

And then there’s “The Fame,” something
Fabulicious knows quite well.

Fanara shared, “We're doing a tour with Lady
Gaga. She just doesn’t know it yet.” ®
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As Las Vegas reflects on what it lost in
2009, one thing that will be close to
the top of the list of things we miss

is An Evening at La Cage. Fortunately
for Las Vegas, host Frank Marino,

and the crew, the show must go on,
reborn as Divas Las Vegas.

La Cage was the baby boomer to Divas Las
Vegas' Gen X, sort of melded together, as Marino
describes. "We have Britney Spears, Lady Gaga,
and Beyoncé, but yet I also want to keep the
staples, because I know my core audience. You
want to keep Cher, you want to keep Madonna,
you want to keep the ones that every age group is
going to enjoy."

The change didn't stop with the numbers,
however, as Marino and crew set out to make
sure Divas Las Vegas was its own show. "I was
producing this show with the attitude of seeing
what the entertainers themselves would like to do
for their character, so we collaborated together. It
was a mix between producers, entertainers, and
the audience, putting all that together and coming
up with what we wanted to do for the show...
from day one, I knew a drag show — in my
opinion — needed to have male dancers. That's
the main difference between this and the other
show. The male dancers are getting rave reviews,
both from the gay and straight audiences alike.

"New costumes and new numbers are being
done," he continues. "Behind the scenes,
choreography is working on building up the
numbers that you've already seen and creating
new numbers. A brand new set is being designed
by the guy who did the American Idol and
America’s Got Tulent sets... the only reason we
don't have them in there yet is because they are so
intricate and it takes so long to build."

Bringing a new show to the Strip is always
a risk in a down economy, but Marino and
his troupe seem to have staying power. "The
showroom's been packed," he asserts. "Don't
get me wrong, we are comping a lot of people in
because its a brand new show and we want people
to see it, but our paid numbers are well over the
amount we expected to have. Very few shows
open up profitable, in the black. We are lucky
enough to say we were able to do that."

One thing that has not changed about the
show is definitely the audience, something
Marino wishes would change. "About 95 percent
of the audience is straight and I would like to
change that and get the gay people in. That's
why I put the male dancers in there," he explains.

"The average gay person says, when they see a

drag show, 'Oh I can go and see that in a gay bar.'
Or they've seen them in gay bars and had bad
experiences or they weren't terrific, so they shy
away. But once I get a gay person in to see the
show, they'll like it and possibly bring someone
else another time."

With big dreams, Marino couldn't put it better
as he toasts to Divas Las Vegas ringing in another
25 years on the strip. "My dream would be to do
the show and build it up to a point where in the
future I could just be the producer and direct
somebody else in doing my part... to have the
biggest drag show ever, in the world." ®



Meet The Cast of
FranR Marino's
Divas Las Vegas

It's the stunningly talented cast of Di-
vas Las Vegas, many of whom who've
been performing alongside Frank Ma-
rino for years, who make audiences
come back to see the show multiple
times. Perhaps you've seen them
previously appear in An Evening at La
Cage, or maybe you're new to town
and haven't had the chance yet to
enjoy their performances. Either way,
take a moment to learn a bit more
about your favorite female imperson-
ators on the Strip.

Derrichkarry is proud to be perform-
ing nightly as Britney Spears and Lady Gaga
in Frank Marino’s Divas Las Vegas. Barry, being
no stranger to the stage, showcased his acting
abilities in over 20 produc-
tions between junior
high, high school
and college. After
first dressing up as
Britney for Hal-
loween, he found
himself opposite
the pop princess on
The Tonight Show with
Jay Leno. His uncanny
resemblance to Britney carried him to the
entertainment capital of the world where he
performed as Britney Spears for four years in
An Evening at La Cage at the Riviera. Barry
had national notoriety after being featured
as a Top 40 Contestant on America’s Got Tul-
ent. He has also been featured on 7he Next
Best Thing, The Comedy Festival and The Today
Show. Barry was most recently cast in music
videos for pop sensation Katy Perry and hip-
hop artist Eminem. This year, Barry embarked
on his first international tour that followed
Britney Spears’ Circus. He is honored to be
the only female impersonator acknowledged
on BritneySpears.com. Barry looks forward to
a long career in the entertainment business as
an actor, comedian, singer, dancer and female
impersonator.

sammy Gon-
zales was al-
ways interested in
acting and danc-

ing. He was one

of the only kids

in his community

to be the oddball,

not to be interested

in the country way of life. Gonzales moved to
Las Vegas when he was 25 and worked for a
hit female impersonation show for four years
when legendary actress Debbie Reynolds asked
him to be her hair dresser/assistant. Recently,
Frank Marino called and hired him to join

the fabulous Divas Las Vegas show, which to
date has been the funniest, easiest, and most
family-oriented place of employment he's ever
experienced.

Steven Wayne began his carcer as a
Cher impersonator after dressing up in drag for
Halloween at age 19. More
than 20 years later, he
still performs as the
iconic diva, as well

as Canadian super-
star Celine Dion.
Steven relocated to
Las Vegas from the
east coast in 1999 to
fulfill his dream of be-

ing a “showgirl” on the Strip.

Wayne balances both his professional career in
the daytime and his passion for show business
in the evening.

Kenneth Blal{e is no stranger to the
entertainment business. With two well-known
musicians in his family, he was exposed to the
“rock-n-roll” lifestyle at an early age which fu-
eled his ambition to become a stage performer
and tempered his musical abilities. In 1987,
Blake saw the Broadway musical La Cage aux
Folles, and his life changed forever. Female im-
personation was to be his destiny. Blake en-
tered and captured the titles Miss Gay Arizona
America, Miss Gay Western
States America, and
Miss National Capi-
tal Cities US of
A — all beauty and
talent pageants de-
signed for female
impersonators. His
career in female im-
personation really took
flight when he appeared as
Dolly Parton in the short lived Boy-Zieve It or
Not#! He then moved on to Lake Tahoe’s lon-
gest running stage show Carnival Cabaret were
he performed the likeness of Marilyn Monroe,
Reba McEntire, Celine Dion, Judy Garland,
and Dolly Parton. But it was his fast paced,
spot-on illusion of Madonna in that show’s
finale that got him noticed by Las Vegas pro-
ducers. In 2004, Blake opened in Las Vegas’ An
Evening at La Cage — as Madonna, Dolly Par-
ton, and in his signature piece, “What Makes a
Man, a Man" — where he remained until the
show's closing in 2009. When offered the posi-
tion in an all-new production, Blake jumped at

it. He now works six nights a week performing
the roles that made him famous.

Joseph Santellana aka CoCo Vega
has been a resident of Las Vegas for five years.
Originally from Toledo, Ohio. His characters in
Divas Las Vegas include Bet-

te Midler, T'ina Turner,
and Shirley Bassey.
Santellana designs
and creates gowns

and costumes for
entertainers from
across the nation.

Crystal
woods was born in
Fort Lauderdale. She worked there as Diana
Ross and other superstars for eight years when
La Cage producers found her and offered her
a job in Las Vegas. Some of Woods' highlights
were appearing on TV
shows like The Tonight
Show, Sally Jessy
Raphael, Leeza, The
Maury Povich
Show, and Dog Eat
Dog. Woods can be
seen performing as
Whitney Houston

and Diana Ross.

Larry Edwards is an entertainer’s
entertainer and to prove it, our country's most
famous mayor, Oscar Goodman, awarded
Edwards the prestigious Key to the City of

Las Vegas! Originally from Fort Myers, Fla.,
Edwards knew at an early age that his life was
bound for greatness after graduating in fashion
merchandising at Massey Jr. College in Atlanta,
Ga. However, the bright lights and neon mar-
quees of Las Vegas called his name. Edwards
answered that call. His career has taken him far
beyond the stage. Millions of viewers have seen
him featured on such programs as Zhe Tonight
Show with Jay Leno and

Entertainment Tonight.

He even made his
way on Zhe Oprah
Winfrey Show as

she interviewed

his alter ego, the

real Tina Turner.

In spite of all this
success, Edwards says
the highlight of his career

was when he was chosen to make a cameo ap-
pearance in the Academy Award-nominated
movie, What’s Love Got To Do With It. He can
also be seen in the hit Sandra Bullock movie,
Miss Congeniality 2, along with Frank Marino.
Edwards currently portrays Beyoncé and Tina
Turner in Divas. ®
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A look inside the hearts,
minds and closets of four
diverse local queens

BY KATHERINE FERNELIUS

Syreen Vgt

Scott Wilson grew up knowing that he was going to be on stage, and his dream was re-
alized at a very young age. He has been on stage, professionally singing since he was
eight years old. But 15 years ago, he was dared to enter the Miss Gay Utah pageant
drag contest. Scott transformed into Syren Vaughn for the event, and he won, and
it's just snowballed from there.

Although Syren has played a prevalent role in Scott's life, female impersonation
has been a side job. "l never looked at (doing drag) as a career move. I've done it
mostly for charity."

Syren has participated and help raise funds for many charities around the coun-
try including Utah Aids Foundation, City of Hope, Nevada Aids Project, Aid for
AIDS of Nevada, and different pride festivals around the country, among many oth-
ers. Even though he has put his feminine talents to good use, Scott has not always
had the greatest support as Syren. "My parents understand it. They have always
supported it. It's just they would rather have Scott instead of Syren. But | have to say
they have always been great. They have always supported me. It's just that one little
thing — the wig. It's that last little hump."
Scott's transformation was an easy one with his performance background; however,
he understands the challenges and strength it takes to go through any kind of trans-
formation. "Everyone needs to feel okay about themselves. So stay true to who you are
whether it's in a wig or out. Just be true to yourself." ®
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Mitch Gill made his first transformation into a drag queen soon after he graduated from
high school. At the time, Mitch was living in Texas with his family of farmers. He had always
wanted to be a performer, but he never felt it was an attainable goal. That was until he saw
his first drag show. "I knew | could do that," Gill recounted.

The most well known and successful queens in his community took him under their
wings and told him that if he was going to do this, he was going to do it right. The rest is
history. Mitch has been performing — the right way — ever since. For many years, per-
forming as DeShannon was his career. But when Mitch realized that he could use his per-
forming talents to help charities, specifically AIDS charities, he began only performing for
fund-raisers and charity events. DeShannon has volunteered his time to PAWS, American
Heart Association, Sin Sity Sisters AIDS Drug Assistance Program (SADAP), almost every-

- thing for the Rodeo and Nevada Gay Rodeo Association. DeShannon has raised money all
over the country.
Mitch has transformed into DeShannon for many years now and has been very successful.
e He attributes this to his ability to separate and balance his life. "You have to learn to separate
e it. When DeShannon is done, DeShannon goes into the closet and is put away. Then Mitch
(i
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comes out. Mitch is there for his partner and his friends. You have to be able to separate." ®

Shaove M

Shawn Magby saw La Cage at the Riviera Hotel and Casino when he was 18 years old
and knew instantly that is what he wanted to do. Nearly 22 years later, he has trans-
formed into one of the most recognizable drag queens today. Shawn M has been
performing at Freezone for the past 12 years, been a guest on The RuPaul Show, The
Tonight Show with Jay Leno and played a part in Miss Congeniality 2. "It's a career
and not only is it a career it's just fun," Shawn said.

Shawn has had so much success performing as his female counterpart, but at the
end of the day, he is happy being a boy. "l would never want to be a girl 24 hours a
day. | like being an actor — doing it on stage and taking it all off — and just being a
regular guy afterward."

Being on stage has helped Shawn come out of his shell and become a more con-
fident person over the years. "I've helped a lot of people. I've made a lot of people
happy and I've educated a lot of people. It's been good for me. It's like therapy to me."

Going through any self transformation can be a challenge, but one that can bring
a lot of happiness and strength. Shawn advises, "Just go with your heart and what you
want and feel. Don't let anyone stop you or bring you down." ®

Jew/Di Ve

The transformation from Justin Liming to JewDi Vine began just five years ago at Hamburger
Mary's. The restaurant started turn-about shows where the male servers dressed up in drag
and performed for the customers. At that point JewDi Vine was born.

Growing up, Justin was largely involved in theater, and knew he had a flair for the
drama, which made his transformation easier. "My theater background was a really good
catalyst for me to start performing in drag."

He had grand performing dreams, including being the next Justin Timerblake, Justin
admitted. But as he grew up, his dreams changed. "When | came to Las Vegas, | wanted
to be a show boy. But instead of becoming a show boy, | became a show girl."

Justin has had immense support from his family and friends, and the support follows

when he transforms into JewDi. "l am so fortunate. | have a huge support system."
Justin admits that the road to transformation is a tough one. "But there are such great
resources today that people can and should use. Also seek out your friends, family and com-
munity. It makes the process a lot easier to have positive influences and a support system on
your side." ®
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Mandarin Oriental, Las Vegas is a 47-story, non-
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ARIA RESORT & CASINO

ARIA Resort & Casino features an unprecedented combination of striking architecture, sustainable design, high-end service and spectacu-
lar amenities. ARIA boasts 4,004 high-tech guestrooms and suites, including 568 suites, ranging from 520 — 2,000 sq. ft. ARIA's two-level,
80,000-square-foot spa features 62 treatment rooms, a ‘shio’ or salt-infused room, heated stone ‘ganbanyoku’ beds, a fire lounge and a
co-ed balcony with an infinity edge pool, as well as a full-service salon, barber shop and advanced fitness center. The property features a
new show, Viva ELVIS™ by Cirque du Soleil®, which celebrates the life and music of Elvis Presley. ARIAs vast 215,000-square-foot pool deck
features three primary pools and Liquid, an adults-only pool. The casino provides 150,000 square feet of state-of-the-art gaming. ARIA fea-
tures 10 chic bars and lounges.
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VDARA HOTEL & SPA

Vdara is an internationally inspired all-suite hotel and spa

4

HHL

designed for those who love the excitement of Las Vegas

Py

but prefer to enjoy it in an exclusive, non-gaming and
smoke-free environment. Vdara is also home to sophisti-
cated condo-hotel units, including studios, deluxe studios,

one- and two-bedroom residences as well as studio, one-
and two-bedroom penthouses (single and two story).

i

THE HARMON HOTEL
Operated by The Light Group, The Harmon Hotel will be one of the
world’s most luxurious and exclusive boutique hotels upon opening in

late 2010 with 400 magnificently appointed guestrooms and suites.




QBA

For more information or to become a member,
visit QBA.QVEGAS.COM or call 702-650-0636.

MEMBERSHIP DIREC Y

ADULT

Healthy Pleasures, Inc.
Bobbie Archut ® 702-306-2965 ® www.healthypleasures.com/1052

Passion Parties by Bernadette
Bernadette Pinkard e 702-239-8171 ¢ www.myromancediva.com

Sinderella's Adult Supercenter
5570 S. Valley View e Las Vegas, NV 89118
702-736-9700 e www.sinderellasadultcenters.com

ADVERTISING/PUBLIC RELATIONS

JC Text, Inc.
5965 Wigwam, Ste. 2 ¢ Las Vegas, NV 89139
702-768-7672 ® www.jctext.com

AIDS SERVICE ORGANIZATIONS

Aid for AIDS of Nevada (AFAN)
701 Shadow Ln., Ste. 170 e Las Vegas, NV 89106
702-382-2326 ® www.afanlv.org

Golden Rainbow
3233 W. Charleston Blvd., Ste 108 e Las Vegas, NV 89102
702-384-2899 ¢ www.goldenrainbow.org

Nevada AIDS Project, Inc.
455 S. Grand Central Pkwy. ® Las Vegas, NV 89106
702-636-1800 ® www.nevadaaidsproject.org

Southern Nevada Health District

625 Shadow Lane ¢ Las Vegas, NV 89127
702-759-1000 ® www.southernnevadahealthdistrict.org
ART

Mikel Patrik

www.mikelpatrik.com

AUTOMOTIVE

Courtesy Henderson
Sergio Brooks ® 200 N. Gibson ® Henderson, NV 89015
702-858-4846 ¢ www.courtesyimports.com
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Findlay Cadillac == ) Findlay
993 Auto Show Dr. ® Henderson, NV 89014 / CADILLAC
702-430-4301 ® www.findlaycadillac.com

BROADCASTING
Nevada Public Radio 7 K
1289 S. Torrey Pines Dr. ® Las Vegas, NV 89146 o ==
702-259-7813 & www.knpr.org

CONSUMER SERVICES

The Soggy Dog
1450 W. Horizon Ridge Pkwy. ® Henderson, NV 89012
702-452-3647 ¢ www.thesoggydog.com

ENTERTAINMENT

Nevada Ballet Theatre
1651 Inner Circle ® Las Vegas, NV 89134
702-243-2623 * www.nevadaballet.com

SPI Entertainment
4090 E. Post Rd., Loft D-102 e Las Vegas, NV 89120 ¢ 702-617-9219

FITNESS/HEALTH/BEAUTY

Belle Ange Salon ~ Spa ~ Medi-Spa
8630 E. Eastern Ave. e Las Vegas, NV 89123
702-307-0173 ® www.belleange.com

Entourage Vegas Spa & Health Club
953 E. Sahara Ave., Ste. A19 e Las Vegas, NV 89104
702-650-9191 ewww.entouragevegas.com

High Maintenance Salon

2986 St. Rose Pkwy., Bldg. #100 Ste. #26 e Henderson, NV 89052
702-547-1444 ¢ www.high-maintenance-salon.com

Pole Fitness Studio

4265 S. Arville, Ste. A o Las Vegas, NV 89103
702-878-7653 ® www.polefitnessstudio.com

HOME SERVICES

Desert Tile Imports
3216 Rancho Dr. ® Las Vegas, NV 89130 e 702-438-8881

Premium Installation
702-283-2030 ¢ www.installlasvegas.com

HOTELS/RESORTS/CASINOS

Encore at Wynn Las Vegas
3131 Las Vegas Blvd. S. e Las Vegas, NV 89109
702-770-2098 ® www.encorelasvegas.com

e e B

LUXOR

LAS VEGAS

Luxor Hotel & Casino
3900 Las Vegas Blvd. S. e Las Vegas, NV 89119
702-730-5839 ¢ www.luxor.com




JPG Insurance
11411 Southern Highlands Pkwy., Ste. 320 e Las Vegas, NV 89141
702-204-3484 » www.agenttyler.com

Las Vegas Defense Group
2300 W. Sahara Ave., Ste. 800 e Las Vegas, NV 89102
702-333-3673 ® www.las-vegas-criminal-defense.com

Nevada Law Group

2920 N. Green Valley Pkwy., Ste. 313
Henderson, NV 89014

702-946-8100 ® www.nevadalawgroup.com

NEvaDA
¥ Law
B “Chour, o

Salas & MeQuigg

Adgnrmeys wf Lo

Salas & McQuigg Attorneys at Law
David DL Horton

501 S. Rancho Dr., Ste. |-62 © Las Vegas, NV 89106
702-471-1131 e www.attorneylasvegas.com

Wauxin Healing Arts

Dr. Fiona Kelley

2840 E. Flamingo Rd. e Las Vegas, NV 89121
702-369-3406 ® www.acupuncturelv.com

Desert Springs Dental Care

Dr. Alan Poremba

5693 S. Jones Blvd., Ste. 113  Las Vegas, NV 89118
702-838-6684 ® www.desertspringsdentalcare.com

Dr. Afshin Azimi
820 S. 7th St.  Las Vegas, NV 89104
702-759-0005 e www.drazimi.com

Nevada Fertility C.A.R.E.S.
653 Town Center Dr., Ste. 206 e Las Vegas, NV 89144
702-341-6616 ® www.nfcares.com

Optical Effects Vision Center

Dr. Robert Wlodek

9895 S. Maryland Pkwy., Ste. D e Las Vegas, NV 89183
702-435-3937 ® www.opticaleffectslv.com

The Light Group
6276 S. Rainbow Blvd., Ste. 120 e Las Vegas, NV 89118
702-693-8300 ® www.lightlv.com

Community Counseling Center
1120 Almond Tree Ln., Ste. 207 e Las Vegas, NV 89104
702-369-8700 e www.lasvegasccc.com

Gay and Lesbian Community Center of Southern Nevada
953 E. Sahara Ave., Ste B-31 ¢ Las Vegas, NV 89104
702-733-9800 ¢ www.thecenterlv.com

Human Rights Campaign - Las Vegas
702-236-7617 * lasvegas.hrc.org

Southern Nevada Association of PRIDE, Inc.
866-930-3336 ® www.lasvegaspride.org

Stonewall Democratic Club of Southern Nevada
702-361-1640 ® www.sdcsn.blogspot.com

Erotic Wedding Chapel
3275 Industrial Rd. ® Las Vegas, NV 89109
702-588-8188 ¢ www.eroticheritagemuseum.org

Quecas

Stonewall Publishing, Inc.
1380 E. Sahara Ave., Ste. A ® Las Vegas, NV 89104
702-650-0636 ® www.qvegas.com

Blue Heron Companies, LLC
6755 Agave Azul Ct. e Las Vegas, NV 89120
702-531-3000 ® www.blueheronliving.com

Century 21 Consolidated

Geneva Marcus

325 Quiet Harbor Dr. ® Henderson, NV 89052
702-743-8458  genevamarcus@aol.com

Desert Realty

Liz Thompson

PO Box 28399 e Las Vegas, NV 89126
702-876-0098  www.desert-realty.com

imortgage

Jim Losell

9139 W. Russell Rd., Ste. 100 e Las Vegas, NV 89148
702-322-0410 ® www.imortgage.com/jim.losell

Las Vegas Gay Athletics, Arts & Activities
www.lvga3.com

QBA IS MADE POSSIBLE BY SUPPORT FROM

v BEELE
B9 KCNV
HEVADA PUBLIC RADIS Rl

LUXOR
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Sustainably
grown flowers,
locally made gifts,
and art exhibitions.
Come visit!

WwJala
Mowerd « gifts » art

4 E. Charleston Blvd.
Las Vegas, NV 89104

702-997-0222

www.GalaFlowers.com

Pl chesign Ly Gy Gelfipa.
Vase and phatogragsh by Kielfy MeCondon

Poirier Riedel
Enterprises, Ltd.

Tax Services

702-489-4644

3516 Flinthead Drive
North Las Vegas, NV 89084

dickpoirier(@aocl.com

Contact your
customers
anytime,
anywhere, via
text message
with a 98%
read rate!

www.JCText.com
702-768-7672

5965 Wigwam, Ste. 2 « Las Vegas, NV §9139
Jotext@aol.com

QBA
N

QBA.QVEGAS.COM
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RELIGIOUS/SPIRITUAL

Imago Dei Gay/Lesbian Catholic Ministries
336 Cathedral Way e Las Vegas, NV 89109
702-354-2294 ¢ www.imagodeilv.org

Metropolitan Community Church
1140 Almond Tree Lane ® Las Vegas, NV 89104
702-369-4380 ® www.mcclv.com

The Community’s Officiant

David Oliphant, Ordained Minister
775-842-4990 e www.nevadagayunions.com
RESTAURANTS/FOOD SERVICE

Paymon's Mediterranean Cafe
Three locations throughout the valley ® 702-731-6030 ® www.paymons.com

The Cupcakery
Three locations across the valley ® 702-207-2253 ® www.thecupcakery.com

RETAIL

Gaia Flowers, Gifts & Art
4 E. Charleston Blvd. e Las Vegas, NV 89104
702-997-0222 ¢ www.gaiaflowers.com

1.DO. Diamonds/The Perfect Princess Cut
By Appointment Only e 702-369-0850 ® www.perfectprincesscut.com

Lynn's World Quality Consignment
6330 S. Pecos Rd., Ste. 104 o Las Vegas, NV 89120
702-597-5966 ® www.lynnsworldlv.com

Northern Lights & Fans
Two locations across the valley
702-438-6600 ® www.northernlightslv.com

Rustic Living, Inc.
129 N. Gibson Rd. ® Henderson, NV 89014
702-558-7004 e www.rusticliving.com

Susan's Chocolate Wonders
9340 W. Flamingo Rd. e Las Vegas, NV 89147
702-243-8770  www.susanschocolatewonders.com

TAX SERVICES

Poirier Riedel Enterprises Ltd.
3516 Flinthead Dr. ® North Las Vegas, NV 89084
702-489-4644 o dickpoirier@aol.com

TRAVEL
Five Star Travel of LV
7581 W. Lake Mead Blvd., Ste. 140

Las Vegas, NV 89128 e www.fivestarlv.com

Visit Palm Springs
760-778-8415 ® www.psgaytravel.com

Visit QBA.QVEGAS.COM for upcoming QBA event information
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How can you
say no to a

like this?

BRING IN THIS AD FOR
BUY 1 GET 1 FREE!

Limit 1 per customer.
Excludes Casino locations.
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QSPORTS

Volleyball and basketball coming in January

It is that time again and volleyball is starting. If Recreation Center Basketball League starting
you are interested in playing or putting a team Jan. 13. A big thanks goes to Todd Serfass,
together, e-mail lohalloran@lvga3.com. Volley- owner of Fun Hog Ranch, for sponsoring the
ball will start up on Jan. 4, and the schedule will very first LVGA?® basketball team. The roster
be announced shortly thereafter. Games will be is being filled now; e-mail Thomas Bogle at
held at the new Whitney Recreation Center at tbogle@lvga3.com for more information. The
5712 E. Missouri Ave. (near Boulder Hwy at Cambridge Recreation Center is located at
Tropicana Ave.). 3930 Cambridge St. For a list of game times,

LVGA? will be represented in the Cambridge please visit www.lvga3.com. ®

LVGA® Winter softball ended on
Dec. 6 and had the best turnout
ever. If you would like to get in-
volved or play in the Spring softball
league, e-mail Larry O'Halloran at
lohalloran@lvga3.com for more
information. LVGA3 would like to el
thank all the sponsors who made ;F:"eé‘;at Pﬁgli(':put ol 1;297
the season possible, and the orga- . e 5
nization looks forward to growing

the league and getting more people involved.

Three LVGA?® teams will represent Las Vegas in the Sin City Shootout, a
national softball tournament to be held Jan. 16-17. Local teams playing in the
D Division are Fun Hog Ranch, managed by Glenn Davis, and Cedar Pharmacy,
managed by Thomas Bogle. The Rat Pack, managed by Joel Sanchez, will be
representing Las Vegas in the C Division. For those of you who have not seen
these guys play, they are very focused and dedicated. You do not want to miss
seeing our local LVGA?® teams playing against other teams from all over the
United States and Canada. For more information on where our teams will be
playing, visit www.sincityshootout.com.

ABOUT LVGA:

LVGA? stands for Las Vegas Gay Arts, Athletics & Activities. LVGA?® is an initiative to build
community through social programming.lt's one of the newest community resources in Las
Vegas, specifically aimed at improving the quality of Gay life in Nevada. www.lvga3.com.
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DR. FIONA KELLEY

Wuxin Healing Arts
Daoctor of Ornental Medicine

Enhancing the
Quality of Life

¢ Acupuncture
¢ Herbal Medicine
¢ Massage Therapy

L ) pe www.AcupunctureLasVegas.com
3900 Paradise Road, Suite Z ' e, i s 2940 E. Flamingo Rel., Ste. D), Las Veggas, NV §9121

B o770 .i)sﬁof -' , il 1702.369.3406
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_Save 30% on
__ll Leather Goods
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arnes ent of so many of the performers.”
_ , LAS VEGAS REVIEW:

| y
702.732.7225

www.theracklv.com
953 E. Sahara Ave. Bldg..16 LV NV www.onyxtheatre.com 702.732.7225
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WHAT WILL MAKE YOU

FULL SERVICE SALON

FEATURING

SPRAY TANNING SYSTEM

6360 SOUTH PECOS SUITE 4

LAS YVEGAS, NEVADA B9120

FPHONE 702-851-3100

BLUSHSALONEHOTMAIL.COM

TATTOOS
702-851-3100 ext. 119
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The showa

on....to ot

SUPPORTER SPOTLIGHT

irl must go
er things

Bette Midler recently announced that the final
performance of her critically acclaimed Las Vegas

show The Showgirl Must Go On will be Sunday, Jan.

31.The final performance will mark the end of her
two-year residency at The Colosseum at Caesars
Palace which began on Feb. 20, 2008.

“What a fabulous two years this has been, and I
thank AEG and Caesars Palace for the best part-
nership a showgirl could imagine. Who knows?
These legs have had such a great run in the des-
ert — it may be time to haul them to places with
more humidity and fewer slot machines. But first
I need to finish recording my album of the sexiest
new love songs that only a showgirl could sing,”
stated Midler.

“Bette is one of the most talented, hard working
professionals in the business and we would have
loved for her to stay longer, said John Meglen,
co-CEO and President of AEG Live/Concerts
West. “All of us at AEG Live thank Bette and the
entire cast, crew and staft for a great two year run
at The Colosseum.”

“Like every one of her performances, the ap-
proaching finale of Bette’s two-year engagement
leaves us applauding for more,” said Gary Selesner,
president of Caesars Palace. “Bette always will
have a home at Caesars Palace.”

Tickets for The Showgirl Must Go On

Bette Midler

The Showgirl Must Go On
Colosseum at Caesars Palace
Now through January 31
1-877-7BETTEM (723-8836)

start at $95 and can be purchased by calling
1-877-7BETTEM (723-8836) or logging on to
www.ticketmaster.com, keyword "Bette Midler."
(All Ticketmaster orders may be subject to addi-
tional service charges and fees). Tickets may also
be purchased in person at The Colosseum at Cae-
sars Palace Box Office, which is open daily from
10 a.m. to 10 p.m.

For more information on Tke Showgirl Must
Go On, visit bette.aeglive.com or on FaceBook at
www.facebook.com/bettevegas. For more infor-
mation on Bette Midler, visit her official website
www.bettemidler.com. ®




Hands On

T her Apem‘ff'd
Massage & Spa

Awvailable Daily to Your
Home or Hotel

Incalls Also Available

Thomas Bogle, LMT

To Make An Appointment, Please Call

702.498.5531

Lic. # NVMT. 2613 CC Lic. #1000302-519
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INDUSTRY-PM PRESENTS

Stay tuned for details...

SEASON Il
www.SunkissedLV.com
SUMMER 2010

SUNKISSEDLV@INDUSTRY-PM.COM
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What are your New Year's resolutions for
20107? After regrouping from the bad year I had
in business in 2009, I am very optimistic about
2010 in both business and my personal life. Now
that I have found peace through all that I
have been through in 2009, I can focus on
dating and working towards a relation-
ship in 2010.

Which one of those resolutions

do you think you will break first?
I'am a really good goal setter. If you
notice, I did not put "get into shape in
2009." I have been on a steady workout
program for a while now and I am getting
back to the in-shape self I used to be. It really
has to be a mental change in order for a person to
be successful at doing a complete body transfor-
mation. Diet and exercise go hand in hand.

Are you more of a sports person or an arts
person? Why? I am more of a sports person
since I play basketball, softball, volleyball, football,
etc. I excelled in sports growing up. Basketball
was my best sport due to having one of the best

For you personally, what was the high-
light of 2009? Deciding to care about my
education and getting off of academic proba-
tion. I rewarded myself with violin lessons and
a floral design class over the summer.

What do you wear to sleep in on a cold
winter night? Feetie pajamas I got from the
little boy’s section of Target. If there is an up-
side to only being 5’27, that’s it right there.

What is your favorite
cold weather bever-
age? Extra-chocolaty
hot chocolate that’s
skirting the line of
too-much-chocolate!
Have to have an ice

cube in it so I don’t

burn myself.

How long do you have

to date someone before

it's time to meet the parents?

I don't have a particular requirement, though
I've tended to meet them fairly early on. One:
I enjoy putting the person’s personality into
context. Two: family is important to me, and
the way that they interact with their parents
weighs heavily on my screening process.

WANT TO MEET THE QSINGLES?

QSINGLES

coaches ever from junior high up through high
school. He instilled dedication and hard work in
us that paid off by being the number one team in
the state of Oklahoma. I know this

mentality has carried over into
my business and work ethics. If
you really want something in

life, you are going to have

to work for it. Nothing in

life is free.

Since we are all more
money conscious right
now, describe an inex-
pensive dream date. Oh
wow, I could come up with a few,
but my ideal date is cooking dinner at my house
and enjoying a bottle of wine. Building a fire in
the fireplace and watching it burn while cud-
dling up on the couch and watching a movie of
his choice. I can also make two cups of Grandma
Ruby's Spice Tea to set the mood as well. I like
all kinds of movies. I love my holiday movies that
bring a tear to my eye. I am very easy going and
go with the flow.

What trait annoys you most in some-
one’s personality? Lack of integrity. I value
trust very highly and don’t have patience for
people I can’t count on.

Are you more of a sports person or an
arts person? Why? I'm more the artsy type.
T've played a few instruments. I paint and draw
and I sculpt occasionally. I write, carve on and
build things out of leather... that sort of thing.
At the end of it, if I've done things right, I feel
like I've captured something primal; it feels
like having a really in-depth and per-
sonal conversation with someone who
really understands where I'm coming
from. That said, while my lifestyle
verges on sedentary, I'm not op-
posed to getting out and playing
soccer, going bowling, hiking, sword
fighting, or giving something new
a try. Watching a baseball game in
person is something I was surprised to

find I enjoy, too.

What is the best dating advice you
ever gave to someone? Be honest and
open in communication, compromise without
sacrificing your integrity, and if they don’t have

respect for you, your boundaries, or your needs,
get the eff out.

r
If you like what you see here and seek the chance to meet one of this r )

month’s QSingles, or if you'd like to be considered for a future issue,
contact Chris Miller, matchmaker at www.engaygingintroductions.com.

ENGAYGING
INTRODUCTIONS
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QVEGAS »
Readers’ Choice
y/

2,
of GAY VEGAS
Awards

VOTE ONLINE AT WWW.QVEGAS.COM

SEXIEST COUPLE » SEXIEST NON-PROFIT BOARD MEMBER  SEXIEST VOLUNTEER
SEXIEST MALE/FEMALE BARTENDER e SEXIEST DJ ® SEXIEST DANCER
SEXIEST LEATHER GUY/GAL * SEXIEST BEAR ¢ SEXIEST COWBOY /GIRL
SEXIEST SHOWBOQOY/GIRL ® SEXIEST DRAG QUEEN e SEXIEST BUSINESS OWNER
SEXIEST SMILE e SEXIEST EYES o SEXIEST BUTT o SEXIEST ABS o SEXIEST LEGS
SEXIEST COMMUNITY SUPPORTER e SEXIEST GAY CELEBRITY e SEXIEST GAY-FRIENDLY CELEBRITY
SEXIEST LOCAL TELEVISION OR RADIO PERSONALITY

DEADLINE FOR ENTRIES IS JANUARY 15 o RESULTS WILL APPEAR IN THE FEBRUARY ISSUE
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Q NIGHT OUT

NIGHTLY GUIDE TO LAS VEGAS NIGHTCLUBS, BARS AND LOUNGES FOR LGBT PATRONS

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY
BACKD R Noches Nortenas Karaoke Night Happy Hour Underwear Night
c 00 (Latin Country Night) 2-4-1 Drinks 2-4-1 Drinks 2-4-1 Drinks
9p-2a 10p - 4a 10a - Noon 10p - 4a
BADLANDS SALOON
BSATO0 $3.50 Beer Bust Happy Hour 2-4-1 Happy Hour 2-4-1 Happy Hour 2-4-1
9p - Midnight 4p-T7p 4p-Tp 4p-7p
CHARLIE’S LAS VEGAS| $5BeerBust4-7p Beginner Dance Happy Hour 4-7p Happy Hour 4-7p
$2 Longlsl. 7p - Mid | Lessons 7-9pm and FREE Drag $1 Mini-Pitch. 7p-2a
Sunday Show 9pm Ginger Grant 10pm Queen Bingo Retro Night w/Trivia
ENTOURAGE VEGAS Open 24 Hours Open 24 Hours Open 24 Hours Open 24 Hours
Salsa Sundays Boys Night Dark Night Wise Wednesdays
Latin music & videos ~ Ages 18-21 in free All lights are off Ages 40+ get in free
araoke 9pm-1am onday Night Footba
ESCAPE LOUNGE Karaoke 9pm-1 Monday Night Football Haooy Hour Haooy Hour
Happy Hour Happy Hour 574 50d 57 574 6nd 5.7
5-7aand 5-7p 5-7aand 5-7p P P
FLEX Football Football Underwear Island Welfare Wednesday
Drink Specials Drink Specials with DJ Nutz Desirae Penda'vis
and Free Food and Free Food 10p-2a Midnight
FREEZONE Karaoke Karaoke Ladlies Night

SUNDAY

Happy Hour 4 - 8p
Beer Bust 8p - 1a

Happy Hour 4 - 8p

Beer Bust 8p - 1a

Happy Hour 4 - 8p
Beer/Lick-Her-Bust

Happy Hour 4 - 8p
Beer Bust 8p - 1a

8p-1a
Happy Hour 3-7| Happy Hour 3-7p
FUN HOG RANCH $5 Be(?er Bust $1§8 Long Is\anz $l;aéapy gourgizp $1.50 Margaritas
Sop Iced Teas 9p-2a B BLE[p2 9p-2a
GOODTIMES Watch sports, Watch sports, Watch sports, . )
mingle, drink, mingle, drink, mingle, drink, Karaokce) W‘fh Sheila
gamble and relax gamble and relax gamble and relax p-ta
KRAVE LAS VEGAS SINdaze: Vegas' 8th Kouture WTF? Wednesdays
Deadly Sin Closed DJ PA. DJ Earwaxxx 11pm
hosted by JewDi Vine $2 wells/$5 premiums  Win up to $1000
Ll $5 Well or Draft Bust Monday Night Karaoke with U‘:%C;vsv::f,\a‘rit
12-5pand 10p - 2a Football with Brett Mark & Brett 7p 75-3 9
p-3a
7]
SNICK’S PLACE o 24 H Happy Hour Happy Hour Happy Hour
pen ours 2-4aand2-4p 2-4aand2-4p 2-4aand2-4p
SPOTLIGHT LOUNGE | $1.50 Bloody Marys $5 Beer Bust $5 Beer Bust Hump Day

Noon - 4

Noon - 4p
2-4-1 9p - Midnight

8a-4p
$5 Beer Bust 4 - 7p 2-4-1 9p - Midnight

$1.50 Well Screws or

Margaritas 8a - 4p

THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
Happy Hour Noches Latina Noches Latina
2-4-1 Drinks (Latin Night) (Latin Night)
10a - Noon 10p - 6a 10p - 6a

Happy Hour 2-4-1

$5 Liquor Bust
4p-T7p

7p - Midnight

$5 Beer Bust
7p - Midnight

Happy Hour 4-7p NGRA Apprec. Night
Line Dance Lessons  75¢ Happy Hour 7-9p
Bear/Bare Chest Nite” = $10 Liquor Bust 9p-1a

75¢ Happy Hour 7-9p
$5 Beer Bust 9p-1a

Open 24 Hours
Inked
Show off your tats

Open 24 Hours
Freebie Fridays
Exciting giveaways

Open 24 Hours
Packed House
Our busiest night

H H Gamble, Gamble,
5 7appyd gl;r Mingle Mingle
~/aand>-/p and Drink and Drink

Confessions with
JewDi Vine and
DJ Ricoche 11pm

2 for 1 Budweiser

Ntoxxxicated with
All Day Long

Diva Toxxx 11p

Naked Boy Frat Party
Beer Bust 9:30p - 2a
$7 Liquor Bust

Queens of Las Vegas
Show/Dance Party
Beer Bust 8p - 1a

Queens of Las Vegas
Show/Dance Party
Beer Bust 8p - 1a

Come in, drink up
and just have a
great time.

Happy Hour 3-7p

$5 Beer Bust 9p-2a FETeiey e S7f

Watch sports, Vaquero Night Noche Calientes

mingle, drink, $10 Liquor Bust DJ Papi Chulo
gamble and relax 10p-3a &DJ XTC 10p

THURSTdaze Flesh with VJ Alpyne  World-class DJs in main

DJ Javier Alba (main room) and room and
Liquor/Beer Bust sKizoFrenia (lounge)  Candybar in lounge

Jock Strap and
$5 Well or Draft Bust p $5 Well or Draft Bust
Underwear Night
12-5pand 10p - 2a 7o 3a 9 12-5pand 10p - 2a
$5 Beer Bust and
Happy Hour Happy Hour -
2-4aand 2-4p 2-4aand2-4p %%EKMZ;IB;;S

Latin Thursdays
with Las Esprellas, 9p
Drink specials & raffles

$5 Liquor Bust 1 - 4p
$5 Beer Bust 8- 11p

$5 Beer Bust 12 - 3p

Couples Night 6 - 9p

Jock Night Mid - 3a

WE ALSO RECOMMEND THESE MAINSTREAM NIGHTLIFE OPTIONS

BEATLES REVOLUTION LNG.
The Mirage
702-692-8383

BLUE MARTINI
Town Square
702-949-BLUE

CATHOUSE
Luxor
702-262-4228

CHRISTIAN AUDIGIER
Treasure Island
702-894-7580

For you technology junkies, this has to be the coolest place
in town with touch screen cocktail tables, great music and a
couple of secret tricks to uncover. Check out Closet Sundays.

This new local hot spot is situated in Town Square and is always
packed with great eye candy. Every night from
11 p.m. until close is hospitality pricing—half off drinks!

This swanky burlesque club/restaurant has hosted several
gay events and is located in the Luxor. Great décor, sassy cock-
tail uniforms and fabulous lighting and sound.

This renowned fashion designer turned nightclub connoisseur
took over the space where Tangerine was in the Treasure Island
and appointed it with some fierce bling. Check it out.
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RHUMBAR
The Mirage
702-792-7615

LAVO
The Palazzo
702-791-1800

STUDIO 54
MGM Grand
702-891-7254

TAO
The Venetian
702-388-8338

Designed in a style reminiscent of a mojito, with its white and
green decor, Rhumbar is a new venue at The Mirage with a
beautiful outdoor patio. Captiv8 is a gay night on Wednesdays.

Check out the newest patio on the Las Vegas Strip by the Tao
Group. Gays abound on Label Junkie Wednesdays with fashion
shows taking place throughout the space.

A modern interpretation of the original, featuring state-of-the-
art sound, video and lighting, live dancers and chart-topping
dance music. 4 dance floors and go-go boys and girls.

Restaurant, nightclub and utlra pool, this celebrity hang out is
just hot. Found in the Grand Canal Shoppes at The Venetian.



SIN CITY Q) SOCIALS

Trendy Tuesday
Martini Mixers

We have a multitude of
exciting events in the works
for the new year!

Visit us online for details
as they emerge.

Become a member and get more information at

WWW.SINCITYQSOCIALS.COM

Sponsored by
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SIN CITY ©) SOCIALS

Trendy Tuesday Martini Mixers

Learn more at sincitygsocials.com



DJ PAPI CHULO

PRESENTS

‘ ‘ Pl |

1ST PLACE $1500

| SATURDAY
2NDPLACE $750 &

JANUARY 23

v

FOR TABLE RESERVATIONS, CALL 702-373-0445

\T 1?75 W. TROFICAIIIA f_7q2f735-9434_

A E’S‘_

MONDAY, TUESDAY & THURSDAY

MEET NEW PEOPLE AND HAVE A GOOD TIME ¢S
PLEASE ALSO VISIT OUR OTHER PROPERTY
WEDNESDAY FRIDAY m,t - \ AVE » 702-364-116
KARAOKE WITHSHEILA VAQUERO NIGHT LIQUOR BUST s
9PM-1AM 10PM-3AM $10
SUNDAY-THURSDAY - HAPPY HOUR 5-7AM AND 5-7PM
SATURDAY SUNDAY MONDAY + FOOTBALL WITH DRINK SPECIALS
m:s CALIENTES W""g: SPORTS, n.:m.:, TUESDAY -SATURDAY » GAMBLE, MINGLE AND DRINK
BB i s b IR e SUNDAY » KARAOKE WITH SHEILA 9PM-1AM

RECESSION SPECIAL (GOODTIMES & ESCAPE LOUNGE)
$2 WELL DRINKS & $2 DOMESTIC DRAFT - 7 DAYS A WEEK 8AM-4PM
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Pack up your gear...
,I'he rodeo is almost here

ig,
95?0"0
Arizona Gay Rodeo
Association invites you to its
25th year of rodeo at the

}ioad Runner Regional Rodeo
Presidents’ Day Weekend,
February 12-14, 2010.

MORE INFO AND
WEB LINKS AT

602) 265-8166

For National and
i International Service

1-800-482-1117
702-740-4770

4171 S. Maryland PKwy:
Las Vegas, NV 89119

at Flamingo & Maryland Pkwy.

www.englishgardenflorist.cam

E urnpe:in Elegance
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JANUARY 2010 FEeIe?AYA=\[pYiVx

FRIDAY, JANUARY 1

"An Eclectic Collection" Art Exhibition
Presented by D'Arte Designs POP-UP Galleries
Holsum Design Center, 6-10pm
www.dartedesigns.com

SATURDAY, JANUARY 2

Bette Midler: The Showgirl Must Go On
Caesars Palace, 7:30pm
www.caesarspalace.com
Repeats Sat., Sun., Tues., & Wed. through Jan 31.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 3

HRC Faith & Religion Group Meeting
The Center, 2pm
lasvegas.hrc.org

MONDAY, JANUARY 4

Free HIV and Hepatitis A & B Testing
The Center, 1-6:30pm
www.thecenterlv.com

Repeats every Monday and Thursday.

Stonewall Democrats General Meeting
The Center, 6:30pm
www.stonewalllv.org

TUESDAY, JANUARY 5

Imperial Court General Meeting
The Center, 7pm
www.desertempire.org

SinCityQSocials Trendy Tuesday
Location TBD, 8-10pm
www.sincitygsocials.com

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 6

NGRA Fundraising Meeting
Escape Lounge, 6:30pm
www.ngra.com

THURSDAY, JANUARY 7

LVPT Casino Buffet
Orleans Casino, 11:30am
www.lasvegasprimetimers.com

FRIDAY, JANUARY 8

NGRA Appreciation Night
Charlie's Las Vegas, 8pm
www.ngra.com

Repeats every Friday night.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 9

NGRA Miss Nobody Competition
Charlie's Las Vegas, 8pm
www.ngra.com

SUNDAY, JANUARY 10

LGBT Senior Social Connection Meeting
The Center, 2pm
www.thecenterlv.com

MONDAY, JANUARY 11
NGRA Board of Directors Meeting

The Center, 6:30pm
www.ngra.com

TUESDAY, JANUARY 12

Betty’s Outrageous Adv. Board Mtg.
The Center, 6:30pm
www.bettysout.com

SinCityQSocials Trendy Tuesday
Location TBD, 8-10pm
www.sincitygsocials.com

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 13

Lambda Business Assocation Luncheon
Las Palmas (Commercial Center), 11:30am
www.lambdalv.com

THURSDAY, JANUARY 14

LVPT Dine Out Night
Barley's Brewery, 6:30pm
www.lasvegasprimetimers.com

NGRA Back to School Party

Badlands Saloon, 9:30pm

www.ngra.com

Help Nevada Gay Rodeo Association welcome the
students of IGRA University to Las Vegas!

FRIDAY, JANUARY 15

HIV Campground Project

Blue Moon Resort
www.hiv-campground-project.org
Lasts until January 17.

IGRA University
Tuscany Casino & Suites
www.ngra.com

Lasts until January 17.

LVPT Meeting & Potluck
The Center, 3pm
www.lasvegasprimetimers.com

NGRA 2010 Royalty Competition
Charlie's Las Vegas, 8pm
www.ngra.com

SUNDAY, JANUARY 17

Her HRC Las Vegas
Revolution Lounge, 7pm
www.hrc.org/herhrc

MONDAY, JANUARY 18

NGRA General Meeting
The Center, 6:30pm
www.ngra.com

TUESDAY, JANUARY 19

LGBT Life and Estate Planning Seminar
Las Vegas Chamber of Commerce, 5:30pm
lasvegas.hrc.org

Women's Empowerment Network
The Center, 6pm
www.myspace.com/womensnetworklv

SNAPI General Meeting
The Center, 6:30pm
www.lasvegaspride.org

SinCityQSocials Trendy Tuesday
Location TBD, 8-10pm
www.sincitygsocials.com
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WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 20

Oink Night
Fun Hog Ranch, 10pm
www.funhogranchlv.com

THURSDAY, JANUARY 21

LVPT Casino Buffet
Sunset Station, 11:30am
www.lasvegasprimetimers.com

Las Vegas HRC Third Thursday Social
Location and time TBD
lasvegas.hrc.org

SATURDAY, JANUARY 23

NGRA Winter Break
Badlands Saloon, 9:30pm
www.ngra.com

SUNDAY, JANUARY 24

LVPT Breakfast
Egg Works 2, 9am
www.lasvegasprimetimers.com

MONDAY, JANUARY 25
Imperial Court Board Meeting
The Center, 7:30pm

www.desertempire.org

TUESDAY, JANUARY 26

Log Cabin Republican Organizational Mtg.

The Center, 6:30pm
702-355-4887

SinCityQSocials Trendy Tuesday
Location TBD, 8-10pm
www.sincitygsocials.com

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 27

Stonewall Democrats Board Meeting
The Center, 6:30pm
www.stonewalllv.org

FRIDAY, JANUARY 29

LVPT Cocktail Night
Charlie's Las Vegas, 6pm
www.lasvegasprimetimers.com

SATURDAY, JANUARY 30

Utada “In the Flesh” 2010
House of Blues, 7pm
www.ticketmaster.com

SUNDAY, JANUARY 31

SinCityQSocials Champagne Brunch
The Broiler, 11am
www.sincitygsocials.com

CALENDAR SUBMISSIONS
Submit full event details to Calendar@
QVegas.com no later than the 15th of
the month preceeding the event.

To help us learn more about who our readers are and what they want to see in
our magazine, please complete and submit the following survey. All information
you provide may remain confidential and anonymous. However, if you choose to
provide your e-mail address, you will be entered into our e-mail newsletter da-
tabase and will be eligible to win various exciting prizes from gift certificates to
merchandise such as movies and music. If you provide your mailing address, you
will receive a complimentary monthly subscription to QVegas. Your assistance
with this survey will help us better serve our LGBT community in the future.

GENDER IDENTITY
OMale OFemale OTransgender Male DOTransgender Female [ Questioning

ORIENTATION
OLlesbian OGay OBisexual OStraight OQueer OQuestioning OOther

YEARLY HOUSEHOLD INCOME
0$0-49,999 0O$50,000-$99,999 0O$100,000-$149,999 O$150,000+

AGE RELATIONSHIP STATUS

OUnder 18 0O18-29 0O30-39 OSingle

040-49 0O50-59 0O60-69 O70+ OPartnered/Married

HOUSING PREFER TO SHOP TRANSPORTATION

OOwn ORent OlIn person OOwn or lease vehicle

OLive with family OOnline OGet a ride or use public transit
LOCATION

Olas Vegas OHenderson ONorth L.V. OOtherin NV OOutside NV

WHAT TYPE OF CONTENT DO YOU PREFER?
OLocal news and events OEntertainment General gay lifestyle topics

WHICH QVEGAS DEPARTMENTS HAVE YOU READ AND ENJOYED?
OEditor's Note  O0Our Qmmunity OThat's So Vegas [ QShopping
OThe Center Page OOn Q (galleries) OQTravel OQPeople
OQVibrations (horoscopes) OQuid Pro Quo O Supporter Spotlight
OQ Nightlife Vision (galleries) OQGirl OQFashion OQMedia

HOW OFTEN DO YOU PATRONIZE QVEGAS ADVERTISERS?
OWeekly OMonthly OYearly ONever

WHERE DO YOU GET EACH ISSUE OF QVEGAS?
OBy subscription O Distribution in a gay establishment O Other distribution point

HOW DO YOU OBTAIN EVENT AND COMMUNITY INFO FROM QVEGAS?
OMagazine only O0QVegas.com [OE-mail newsletter OFacebook OMySpace

COMMENTS/SUGGESTIONS/QUESTIONS?

YOUR NAME

MAILING ADDRESS

CITY, STATE & ZIP

E-MAIL MOBILE NUMBER

For ease of use and to conserve resources, we suggest completing this survey online
at www.QVegas.com. However, you may also mail the completed survey to QVegas,
1380 E. Sahara Ave. Ste. A, Las Vegas, NV 89104 or fax to 702-650-0641.
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Sinderella’s

Supercenter

FIXED PRICE

Private Booths

Toys
Novelties

Parxty supplies
Magazines

Located at

intersection

RUSSELL RD
VALLEYVIEW swo

(202) 736-9700

i ec
.. Cleaning
.. Services

s
W,

Residential _
Commercial

gWelmakelyourilifeicleaner

Detailed Cleaning
Services

Affordable
Weekly Rates

Move-ins
Move-Outs

Special Cleaning
Projects

702-516:2550
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TO ADVERTISE, CALL 702-650-0636 EXT 102

Please Read Your Ad carefully when it initially
appears. If an error is found, please contact the
classifieds department at (702) 650-0636 ext.102
immediately. We are not responsible for errors or
minor changes after the first issue of publication.
QVegas assumes no responsibility for omissions
or errors. The right to reject, edit, cancel and
determine proper placement of a classified ad is
the right of QVegas.

Let QVegas Classifieds work for you. If you
have a job opening, hire qualified Family. To
place your ad and info call 702-650-0636 ext 102.

FREEZONE is Now Hiring for Doorman, Tooter
sales and Go-Go dancers. Apply in person at
FreeZone — 610 East Naples — 794-2310.

Strippers Wanted. Apply in person at FLEX
Nightclub 4371 W. Charleston or call 385-3539 to
make an appointment.

NOTICE: QVegas documents all customer
complaints regarding classified advertisements.

It reserves the right to refuse advertisements
from individuals or companies who misrepresent
themselves and/or advertising claims. Advertisers
and clients are kindly asked to conduct their
dealings in a moral, humanitarian and mutually
respectful manner. All complaints should be
made to QVegas Attn.: Classifieds Director 1380
E. Sahara #A, Las Vegas, NV. 89104

Men'’s Naked Yoga Class, meeting three times
weekly. Log onto www.mensnakedyoga.com and
click on the schedule tab for more info! Privates
also available.

Psychic / Channeler / Astrologer with over 25
yrs. experience. Available for private readings,
phone consultations and social functions. Call Bill
at 702-449-4576 or email him at mcentaur35@
yahoo.com.

Las Vegas' only Gay Resort. Blue Moon Resort.
44 rooms, Lagoon pool, Coffee house, Movie
room. Day passes available 866-798-9194. www.
bluemoonlasvegas.com.

Men'’s Nude Yoga Class, Please Join us for a
private men’s nude Hatha yoga class, three times
weekly. Log onto www.mensnakedyoga.com or
see my ad in the classified section. Contact and
calendar posted on the web.

Spiritual Advisor: TAROT, YOGA, CHAKRAS,
ASTROLOGY, QUABALLAH. 20+ years

QMARKETPLACE

experience. Phone, Private, Group. Call Drew
702-738-8425 for appointment.

WARNING: QVegas reminds readers to use com-
mon sense when placing or answering an adver-
tisement. Meeting people for the first time in a
public environment is recommended and letting
a friend know your whereabouts and destination
is advisable.

Call 702-650-0636 ext. 102 to advertise in our
personals section in the next issue of QVegas.

ENTOURAGE VEGAS SPA, where you can
only expect the best, a full-service, massage
treatments, rejuvenating your whole being.
Medical and lien cases accepted 702-650-9191
www.entouragevegas.com

Vegas Massage Works by Licensed Professional.
My intuitive hands will relax, unwind, and relieve
your stress. For an unforgettable experience
direct to you, call David @ 702-524-4456 www.
vegasmassageworks.com. Lic.#2000480-519,
NVMT1109.

"Resistance is Futile!” Advanced bodywork
for those who know the difference. Visit www.
gr8rubs.com for more info or call Neil 702-
458-6722.

GORGEOUS MASSEUSE & ENTERTAINERS
avail 24/7. Stats: young, hung, hard body college
studs. Available for couples, one on one, male or
female. Accept credit cards. Call 702-806-7391.

Adult World Largest selection of adult videos.
Mini-Theaters & Video arcades; Boulder Highway
702-433-6311, Industrial Rd. 702-734-7667, Mead
Ave 702-579-9735.

Escape From Stress with a bodywork session
given by a masculine CMT. Info and pics at
www.mediarex.us/dannylvmassage/ or www.
massagem4m.com/dannyBW Danny @ 702-658-
4264 or cell 204-8015

Massage by Steve. Fit, masculine, strong-
handed pro offers 1-hr. full body, sensual massage
in a deluxe townhouse near the Strip. Table,
music & special oils. Locals discount, reasonable
rates! 498-3803.

GQ Boy Toy Who is ready to have some fun?
Why call the rest, when you can have the best -
24 hours. Alex 702-606-4578

23 year old Boyish looks, smooth, masculine, hot
and ready. In your home or hotel, 24 hours. Call
me now. Justin 702-334-9419



Z BOYS KNOW
4% . BOYS WANT

Licensed
Cosmetologist
to Serve You in
Your Needs

Satisfaction
Guaranteed
By Appointment

702-349-6159
victoriosalon.com

Hair, Skin, Nails & More

: Vegas E\fllassage Wurks
"o 4‘3} D2

GEEKS ON THE GO

THE COMPUTER PROFESSIONALS

OFF-5ITE BACKUP * SYSTEM UPGRADES
TROUBLESHDOTING * WEBSITE DESIGN
HOME AND DOFFICE METWDORKING
CUusSTOM SOFTWARE SOLUTIONS
HIGH SPEED INTERMET ACCESS

WWW,.SLIGHTLYSUSPECT.COM
702-460-0705 Mg

+Astrologer
+Psychic Channeler

4+Reiki Attunements
+Tarot Classes

Rev. Bill Morin

Spiritual Counselor

Rev. Bill Morin has been a psychic
since age 5. For a private consult,

(702) 449-4576

mcentaur35@yahoo.com

Official QVEGAS Spiritual Counselor
Check your horoscope online at qvegas.com

Jay Winter

IN YOUR HOME OR HOTEL

- 702-336-4072

Brad Lear

" massage therap
Hationally Certified

ADVERTISE HERE
AND GET
RESULTS IN

CALL LAURA
702-650-0636
EXT. 102
TODAY TO
PLACE YOUR
NEW AD
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Call. Cruise.

Connect

phone dating!
Connect faster when
you talk live with hot
local guys

Las Vegas
(702) 932.7373

Laughlin
(702) 989.0600

Los Angeles
(213) 316.1006

Phoenix
(602) 993.4567

FREE
CODE 4999
More FREE features

th_i{ll'l any other dateline!

Or call toll free for other local numbers

1-888-MegaMates

LICENSED
MASSAGE

NOW AVAILABLE

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

SEE OUR BIG AD
IN THIS ISSUE
FOR A COUPON

ENTOURAGEIVEGAS

WAFA B MEALTH CLUB FORE F G GAT MEN B

CONVENIEMTLY LOCATED IN COMMERCIAL CENTER
953 E.SAHARA AYE. | SUITE A-19
702-650-21%1

VISIT LIS OMLINE FOR EVENTS
ENTOURAGEVEGAS.COM

GAY OWNED AND QOPERATED

SUBSCRIPTIONS
FOR LOCALS

ONLINE AT
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4350 N. Las Vegas Blvd

(At Craig Rd just outside Nellis AFB Main Gate)

702.643.7982

.f: . _
Come to Bare Essentials for...

* Sparkle Shirts

= Tank Tops (Sheer alsa)

» Fishnet Tops / Pants

» Bikini Swimwear

» Boy Shorts (Sheer & Bregkaway)

® G-5Erings (Sheer alsa)

» Custom Fitted Stainless Steel Cock Rings
L 5p{!EEE|t\_\I' Thongs (Flopper, Whonper, Super Whopper)
» Traditional Thongs

= Suspender Thongs

* Chippendale Sets

= Fringed Stretch Chaps

» Soft Leather Cock Rings

= PLUS: Many “Exclusive” ltems

{including our MEW “Exposure Thongs®)

HWarld Famaus

702.247.4711
4029 W SAHARA AVE - LAS VEGAS
MON-SAT 10-7 = SUNDAY 12-5
www.bareessentialsvegas.com

LAS VEGAS' ONLY GAY OWNED/GAY OPERATED CLUB FOR MEN

BWWW:HawksGymlLy:com
.ni.hl ! ! ¥ w

Wed\Pitch!Blackizspm to bam

B (22 iy

[MomaFri¥so8Lockers 10am!to%pm
w Membership Not Included

@e@@mmmmm

(702°7314295)
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HONOR ROLL

QVegas has an amazing set of loyal
supporters, listed here on our Honor Roll.
Distribution points are noted in red. Please
patronize these businesses as often as
possible and tell them "QVegas sent me."

NIGHTLIFE

FL 8%2 Ultra Lounge & Piranha, 4633 Paradise Rd, 791-0100

1 Backdoor Lounge, 1415 E Charleston Blvd, 385-2018

CC Badlands Saloon, 953 E. Sahara Ave., 792-9262

3 Charlie's Las Vegas, 5012 Arville St, 876-1844

CC Entourage Vegas Bath House, 953 E Sahara Ave, 650-9191
6 Escape Lounge, 4213 W Sahara Ave, 364-1167

7 Flex, 4371 W Charleston Blvd, 385-3539

FL FreeZone, 601 E. Naples, 794-2300

8 Fun Hog Ranch, 495 E Twain Ave, 791-7001

FL Gipsy, 4605 Paradise Rd, 731-1919

9 Goodtimes Bar & Nightclub, 1775 E Tropicana Ave, 736-9494
CC Hawks Gym, 953 E Sahara Ave, 731-4295

11 Las Vegas Eagle, 3430 E Tropicana Ave, 458-8662

CC Las Vegas Lounge, 900 E Karen Ave, 737-9350

13 Krave, 3663 Las Vegas Blvd S, 836-0830

4 Revolution Lounge inside the Mirage, lightgroup.com

14 Snick's Place, 1402 S 3rd St, 577-3648

CC Spotlight Lounge, 957 E. Sahara Ave, 696-0202

DINING

16 The Coffee Bean/Tea Leaf, 4550 S Maryland Pkwy, 876-6629
17 Freakin' Frog, 4700 S Maryland Pkwy, 597-9702

18 It's A Grind Coffee House, 8470 W Desert Inn Rd, 360-4232
19 Qdoba Mexican Grill, 5045 W Tropicana Ave, 871-7022

20 The Cupcakery, 7175 W Lake Mead Blvd, 835-0060

21 The Cupcakery, 9680 S Eastern Ave, 207-2253

22 Keva Juice, 605 Mall Ring Cir, 898-2844

23 Java Detour, 6087 S Pecos Rd, 450-0025

24 Whole Foods, 6689 Las Vegas Blvd S, 589-7711

25 Whole Foods, 8855 W Charleston Blvd, 254-8655

26 Paymons Mediterranean Café, 8380 W. Sahara, 731-6030
27 Paymons Mediterranean Café, 4147 S. Maryland, 731-6030
28 Paymons Mediterranean Café, 107 E. Charleston, 272-0020
92 Yolies Brazilian Steakhouse, 3900 Paradise, Ste. 2, 794-0700

ACCOMODATIONS

29 Bellagio Hotel Concierge, 3600 Las Vegas Blvd S

30 Blue Moon Resort, 2651 Westwood Dr., 361-9099

31 Encore Concierge, 3131 Las Vegas Blvd S.

32 Luxor Hotel Concierge, 3900 Las Vegas Blvd S,

4 Mandalay Bay Hotel Concierge, 3950 Las Vegas Blvd S
34 Palms Hotel & Casino Concierge, 4321 W Flamingo Rd
35 Palzzo Resort Concierge, 3325 Las Vegas Blvd S

36 Paris Hotel & Casino Concierge, 3655 Las Vegas Blvd S
37 Venetian Resort Concierge, 3355 Las Vegas Blvd S

39 Wynn Las Vegas Concierge, 3131 Las Vegas Blvd, 770-1571

ORGANIZATIONS

40 Aid for AIDS of Nevada, 701 Shadow Ln, 382-2326

41 Charleston Heights Arts Center, 800 S Brush St, 229-6383
42 Erotic Heritage Museum, 3275 S Industrial Rd, 369-6442
CC GLBT Center, 953 E Sahara Ave Ste B31, 733-9800

44 Golden Rainbow, 3233 W Charleston Blvd, 384-2899

45 Imago Dei Sunday Mass, 55 E Reno, 354-2294

46 Metro. Comm. Church, 1140 Almond Tree Lane, 369-4380
47 NALA, 323 N. Maryland Pkwy, 382-6252

CC Onyx Theatre, 953 E. Sahara Ave, 732-7225

49 Southern NV Health District, 625 Shadow Lane, 759-0702
51 The Arts Factory, 107 E Charleston Blvd, 676-1111

40 Wellness Center, 701 Shadow Lane, 383-2691

ADULT RETAIL

53 A-Action Adult & Video, 1016 S 1st St, 382-1076

54 Adult Déja Vu Emporium, 4335 W Tropicana Ave, 367-8002
55 Adult World, 3781 Meade Avenue, 579-9735

56 Bare Essentials, 4029 W Sahara Ave, 247-4711

57 Desert Adult Books, 4350 Las Vegas Blvd N, 643-7982

58 Fantasy World, 6760 Boulder Hwy, 433-6311

59 Industrial Rd. Book, 3427 Industrial Rd., 734-7667

62 Glamour Boutique, 714 E Sahara Ave, 697-1800

64 Peep Land, 2424 Western Ave, 383-4993

65 Rancho Adult Bookstore, 4820 N. Rancho Rd, 645-6104
66 Sin City Adult Superstore, 4440 E Cheyenne Ave, 643-696
CC The Rack, 953 E Sahara Ave, 732-7225
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SUPPORTIVE BUSINESSES AND DISTRIBUTION POINTS
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on map are approximate.
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24 Borders Books & Music, 6521 Las Vegas Blvd S, 383-6734
69 Borders Books & Music, 2323 S Decatur Blvd, 258-0999
70 Borders Books & Music, 10950 W Charleston Blvd, 382-6101
71 Borders Books & Music, 2190 N Rainbow Blvd, 638-7866
72 Borders Books & Music, 1445 W Sunset Rd, 433-6222

73 Buffalo Exchange, 4110 S Maryland Pkwy, 791-3960

74 Courtesy Imports, 260 N. Gibbons, 567-8000

75 English Garden, 4171 S. Maryland Pkwy, 482-1117

13 FCUK Planet Hollywood, 3667 Las Vegas Blvd S, 383-5056
77 Findlay Cadillac, 993 Auto Show Dr., 558-2600

78 Funk House, 1228 S Casino Center Blvd, 678-6278

FL Get Booked, 4640 Paradise Rd, 737-7780

81 Optical Effects, 9895 S. Maryland Pkwy, 435-3937

82 Paradise Mini Mart, 2242 Paradise Rd, 794-4082

FL Price Video, 700 E Naples Dr, 734-1342

84 Psychic Eye, 6848 W Charleston Blvd, 255-4477

85 Retro Vegas, 1211 S Main St, 384-2700

86 Sam Ash Music, 2747 S Maryland Pkwy, 734-0007

80 Sinderella's, 5570 S. Valley View, 736-9700

37 TeNo, 3355 Las Vegas Blvd S, 369-2736

13 TeNo, 3667 Las Vegas Blvd S, 735-8366

62 Tiger Lily, 700 E Sahara Ave, 737-7077

90 Vignettes Art, 1714 W Horizon Ridge Pkwy, 221-8350

91 Zia Record Exchange, 4225 S Eastern Ave, 735-4942

SERVICES

93 Alexandria's Salon, 3555 Las Vegas Blvd S

94 American Male, 2021 N. Rainbow, 405-0500

4 Arcs Salon, 3930 Las Vegas Blvd S

28 Azimi, DDS, 820 S. 7th St., 759-0005

100 Belle Ange Salon, 8630 S. Eastern Ave., 307-0173

97 Blush Salon, 6360 S Pecos Rd, 851-3100

98 Bronzed, 4480 Paradise Rd, 737-8266

102 Kim Vo Salon, 3400 Las Vegas Blvd S

101 LV Defense Group, 2300 W. Sahara, Ste. 800, 333-3673
36 Mandara Salon, 3655 Las Vegas Blvd S

104 NV Fertility CA.RE.S., 653 Town Center, Ste. 206, 341-6616

106 QVegas Magazine, 1380 E. Sahara Ave, 650-0636
107 Regis Signature Salon, 3790 Las Vegas Blvd S
108 Regis Signature Salon, 3645 Las Vegas Blvd S
110 Wuxin Healing Arts, 2840 E. Flamingo, 369-3406

OTHER SUPPORTERS

Other advertisers and supporters not listed
on the map include: Brad Leary (massage
therapist), CM Tech Cleaning, Frank Marino's
Divas Las Vegas, Gay Mates, Geeks on the
Go, |.Do. Diamonds, MGM Grand's Crazy
Horse Paris, Mikel Patrik (artist), Page Plus
Cellular, Palm Springs Tourism (psgaytravel.
com), Scooper Dave Pet Services, Spiritual
Counselor Rev. Bill Morin, Vegas Massage
Works, Yoga with David and Zumanity. Please
see their ads in this issue and patronize them
whenever possible.

ADDITIONAL DISTRIBUTION
Libraries throughout Clark County also
distribute QVegas among their other racks of
free local publications.

SUBSCRIPTIONS & BACK ISSUES
Subscriptions, available on QVegas.com,

are free for Las Vegas locals. Out of state
subscriptions are $25 (1 year) or $40 (2 years).
Back issues, while supplies last, may be
ordered online as well.
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VIP Red Event Rough, Tough & Red All Over

Downtown Lounge, 7:30pm Beauty Bar, 10pm
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QVIBRATIONS

CAPRICORN 12/22-01/19

HOROSCOPES BY REV. BILL MORIN

The year gets off to a rip roaring start as an influential new business con-

nection is made. Watch out not to overwork those calves and ankles on the

10th. Annual New Moon in your sign on the 16th provides the means for a

stronger incoming financial flow. Celebration on the 18th is a bit of a sur-

prise but so well deserved. Make it a point to thank a loved one for going
above and beyond the call of duty on the 27th and 28th.

AQUARIUS 01/20-02/18

This definitely isn't the month for relying on
good luck and just allowing things to occur.
You'll need to roll up those sleeves and really
work hard in order to achieve major goals. The
7th looks best for throwing a fund-raiser or other
type of social benefit. Energies on the 15th sug-
gest that you stay close to home to avoid any type
of skirmish. Your red letter day for January is the
19th. It's the one day when you can absolutely do
no wrong.

PISCES 02/19-3/19

It's been said that everything comes to those who
wait. While that may be true in most cases, it's
not the pattern for this month (see Aquarius' mes-
sage above). Get past that shy/introverted side of
yourself and let her rip. The 10th is fine for scout-
ing real estate sites. Take time to smell the roses
on the 21st. Have the tropical getaway booked
before the 30th. On the 31st, please remember it's
not what you'll say but how you articulate it, okay?

ARIES 03/20-04/19

For a sign that craves intrigue and excitement,
the month shall come off as rather low key. Not
that lots won't be accomplished, but much of it
will happen on the sidelines or in secret. This

is one of those rare times when the spotlight
shouldn't be sought out. A gathering with good
friends on the 2nd shall provide you with some
keen insights. Being in the right on the 20th
won't be good enough. You'll need to back it up
with solid proof.

TAURUS 04/20-05/20

Your natural charm and charisma usually works
wonders. It still shall this month, as long as it's
mixed with equal parts focus and determination.
Don't allow airheads or supposed know it alls to
sway you from the path to success. New Moon
on the 16th renews your financial status in a big
way. Set aside the 21st to dance the night away.
Physical energies increase greatly as of the 23rd.
We suggest that you decline an invite made for
the 29th.
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GEMINI 05/21-06/21

It's been said that "patience is a virtue". It's

one that nobody ever masters, especially you
Gemmy. Immediate results are awesome, but
they just don't happen all the time. Count to 20
before you act (or react) on the 8th to avoid a
tense situation. Surprise reunion on the 15th fills
your heart with delight. Sun's transit on the 19th
offers you a new career opportunity. The 29th
proves to be a wonderful day for listening and
communing with nature.

CANCER 06/22-07/22

Your patience and strength of character shall be
put to the test on the 4th and 5th. This primarily
has to do with those who are jealous of your suc-
cesses and achieving goals. Pay them no mind.
You come first, no matter what. A three-martini
lunch on the 11th really helps to thaw out a rath-
er frosty potential new client. Resist the urge to
shop for a newer vehicle until early March. The
25th provides an unusual romantic encounter.
Bravo for you.

LEO 07/23-08/22

You're certainly no stranger to hard work. Well,
get ready for a chore-filled marathon as of the
4th. Some of these projects manifest from seeds
that were planted quite some time ago. It'll be
necessary to limit socializing to one night a week
in order to achieve optimum success. Remember
that no goal is reached without sacrifice. Next
month will be much less frantic. Then you can
prowl all month long.

VIRGO 08/23-09/22

Your organized, analytical mind may be in for a
rude awakening this month. Not only will very
little go as planned, but what does manifest
will tend to do so in a butt-backwards manner.
Take heart, Virgo, as there are some compen-
sations. Like happy hour and maybe a deep
tissue massage. The 15th and 16th look to be
the small oasis in the desert. Cheer up though.
By month's end, you'll have more money and a
sweet new hottie.

FOR A PRIVATE CONSULT, CALL 702-449-4576

LIBRA 09/23-10/22

Being busy as a bee pretty much describes the
pace for this month, as of the 6th. Take the first
five days to charge up those batteries in prepara-
tion for the barrage of activities. Resist the urge
to be naughty on the 13th. It'll only come back
as juicy gossip to haunt you. Take some time

on the 22nd to clean out a closet or two. The
less clutter in one's life, the easier it is to grow.
Socko party on the 29th brings out the enter-
tainer in you.

SCORPIO 10/23-11/21

The urge to take off for some exotic, foreign
locale might be overpowering, but your wallet
says otherwise. Start saving now for that dream
vacation. In the meantime, a three-day jaunt
from the 21st-23rd should suffice for a while.
Wiatch those lower back muscles on the 18th or
you could be sidelined for a few days. After the
23rd, aspects indicate that you'll encounter far
less resistance when presenting any concepts or
ideas to the boss.

SAGITTARIUS 11/22-12/21

You'll start 2010 with a rather large wad of cash.
Resist the urge to blow it all at once, Sag (we
know it's painful). Take care of necessities and
then you can splurge a bit. The 8th and 9th look
to be the most socially active and amorous. Listen
closely to a friend in need on the 24th. You'll get
to repay an old debt by the 27th. Surprise invite
to a show/concert on the 29th should be snapped
up quickly. It's a once in a life experience.



HEADQUARTERS
$5 OFF ADMISSION

TO ENTOURAGE WITH BADGE
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953 E.SAHARA AVE. | SUITEA-19 | 702-650-9191

VISIT US ONLINE FOR EVENTS
ENTOURAGEVEGAS.COM
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QUID PRO QUO

BY MEL GOODWIN — THE GAY & LESBIAN COMMUNITY CENTER OF SOUTHERN NEVADA

Thoughts on the LGBTQ
movement from a
genderqueer activist

First, I would like to congratulate QVegas on
its first Transformations Issue, which I hope
will be an annual tradition. I personally be-
lieve that this issue represents a commitment
from the magazine to greater inclusivity and
representation of the diverse LGBTQ_com-
munities in Southern Nevada. And what
better time than the first month of a new
year to publish such an issue?

On the subject of January and tradi-
tions, I believe that the movement for full
equality, both federally and locally, needs to
endorse a New Year’s resolution of sorts. If
you’re not the type to commit to a resolu-
tion, perhaps we can call it a slogan instead.
My suggestion? I have a few: "inclusivity or
bust,
today," and "'Gay' is not synonymous with
'LGBTQ." Any of the three would ap-
propriately apply to my point, which is that

non

the activism of yesterday doesn’t work

transgender persons and communities have
historically been marginalized, “othered,”
and sometimes just plain excluded within
the greater LGBTQ_movement, and this
must stop — now.

It is true that sexual orientation and gen-
der identity are mutually exclusive concepts;
however, in the grand scheme of activism,
politics and societal perception, we are
truly all in this together. There is no us and
them, our rights and their rights. When one
segment of our LGBTQ_communities is
thrown under the bus, we are essentially all
thrown under the bus, although some may
have a better view of the street than others.

As an anti-oppression activist, the idea of
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fighting for gay and lesbian rights first and
coming back for transgender people later
is appalling, but as someone who identifies
as genderqueer, the concept is personally
damaging to me and my family, let alone
the hundreds of transgender people I have
worked with over the past year.

Given the historical recurrence of “incre-
mental” activism and political change for
LGBTQ people in the United States (a.k.a.,
throwing certain communities under the
bus), I believe it is going to take a paradigm
shift within the movement for full equality
in order for inclusive change to truly occur.
This shift must begin with each and every
one of us, from the language we use on a
daily basis to describe ourselves and oth-
ers to the actions we take when a lack of
representation masquerades as inclusivity. In
other words, saying "gay" does not include
lesbian, bisexual, transgender or queer folks,
and policies, legislation, etc. that include
sexual orientation without gender identity
and expression (and vice versa) are not really
inclusive.

I should take a moment to say that, in
all of my thoughts above, by no means am
I suggesting that the recognition of any
LGBTQ_(etc.) identity be lost to ensure the
inclusivity of others. Rather, I am advocating
for the respect and celebration of the many
identities in our communities through inclu-
sivity — whether we like each other or not.

So, what can you do to be a part of the
change? How can you advocate for transgen-
der persons and communities? Reading this

issue of QVegas from cover to cover is a great

place to start. Talking with transgender folks,
respectfully asking questions and educating
yourself would be a next great step. There are
also many great resources and ideas online,
including a publication by the National
Center for Transgender Equality called “52
Things You Can Do for Transgender Equal-
ity,” which you can access at the following
link: http://www.transequality.org/52things.
html.

We have much to learn from each other. I
hope you will join me in embracing my New
Year’s resolution for 2010: inclusivity or bust.

I can be reached at mel@thecenterlv.com

or (702) 733-9800. ®
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25% off for all ﬁrst-ﬁiﬁe customers
plus cocktails and hors doeuvres for our
members of the gay community

Botox parties also available
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Mention this ad and receive a $50 gift card when you come in to Belle An‘g;é (first 50 visitors)
Ask for Santa’s Secret Brazilian Wax and receive a free gift valued at $25
Free gifts from Redken or Pureology with every service while supplies last

Free massage with every medical spa service

All offers subject to change

Salon ~ Spa ~ Medi : iSpa

8630 S. Eastern Ave. « Las Vegas, NV 89123
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THE GORGEOUS NEW 2011

' F”7dla 993 AUTO SHOW DRIVE * VALLEY AUTO MALL
OM THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF GIBSON AND AUTO SHOW DRIVE

, CADILLAC 702.558.2600 * FINDLAYCADILLAC.COM

Features include a .21 5C V8 engine, é-speed manual transmission and 1 0speaker Bose™ Sound System. Starting at 562,845,
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