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It’s not a black thing.
It’s not a white thing.
It’s not a gay thing.

It’s not a straight thing.
 

Testing for HIV is 
everyone’s thing.    

• FDA approved

• Results in 20 minutes

• Same test used by 
Healthcare Professionals

• Oral swab, no blood required

• 24/7 call center support

Knowing is the best thing.™
Available at your local retailer or OraQuick.com

Introducing the first 
in-home oral HIV test

© 2012 OraSure Technologies, Inc.
OQ-C008 0712

• A positive result with this test does not mean that you are definitely infected with HIV, but rather that additional testing should be done in a  
medical setting. • A negative result with this test does not mean that you are definitely not infected with HIV, particularly when exposure may 
have been within the previous 3 months. • If your test is negative and you engage in activities that put you at risk for HIV on a regular basis, 

you should test regularly. • This product should not be used to make decisions on behavior that may put you at increased risk for HIV.
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I WANT TO HEAR YOUR THOUGHTS

Do you have something on your mind? Do you have something to say about an article in 
QVegas or any topic of interest to our readers? Do you have an idea for a future story? I 
want to hear from you! Simply send an e-mail to Editor@QVegas.com. Letters to the Editor 
may be printed in a future issue if signed and may be edited for clarity or length.

a note from our EDITOR

Letters to the editor may be submitted to the above address and 
will only be considered for publication if signed. We reserve the 
right to edit for grammar, length and libel. Opinions expressed are 
not necessarily those of the publisher or staff. No part of QVegas, 
including stories, artwork, advertising or photos may be reproduced 
without written permission. QVegas is published monthly. QVegas will 
not accept advertising which is found to violate local, state or federal 
law. Call 702-650-0636 for rates. Ask your advertising executive for a 
publication schedule. The appearance of any person, business or orga-
nization in this publication, by name, advertisement or photograph, is 
not an indication of sexual orientation. QVegas is an Equal Opportunity 
Employer and does not discriminate based on race, sex, color, religion, 
creed, national origin, disability, sexual orientation or gender identity. 
We support the Employment Non-Discrimination Act (ENDA). Employ-
ment queries may be directed to HR@QVegas.com.

NATIONAL ADVERTISING REPRESENTATIVE

Rivendell Media • 1248 Route 22 West
Mountainside, NJ 07092

Phone 212-242-6863

© 2012 QLV Holdings Inc.
All Rights Reserved. Printed in U.S.A.

QVEGAS MAGAZINE
7635 Dean Martin Drive, Suite 200 

Las Vegas, NV 89139
Phone 702-650-0636 

Fax 702-650-0641
E-mail Editor@QVegas.com

Janise “Noah” Henderson

twitter.com/noahsartark

facebook.com/janise.noah.henderson

QVegas is now in its 5th year producing its annual Women’s Issue. Though 
this issue is geared toward the ladies, we want to share with everyone in the 
community, exactly how proud we are of the women in our community. We 
are especially proud of Dina & Dina, a lesbian couple that owns of Teazled, 
greeting card company and their accomplishments as a family and as a 
business. We kick off the New Year with our Women’s issue to showcase our 
talented, intelligent and sexy women.

So, while we were all busy with the elections and preparing for the Mayan 
apocalypse, did you know that Nevada courts ruled to uphold Nevada’s 
marriage equality ban? Lambda Legal will appeal but in the meantime read 
Tara Newberry’s Last Word; she was one of eight plaintiffs in the case. 

Who doesn’t like FREE? Whether you receive QVegas right in your mailbox or 
grab it at your local bar, library or Smiths, it doesn’t cost a dime. You may not 
be aware, but each issue of the magazine you pick up costs nearly $2, and 
this is all covered by the advertisers you may overlook issue to issue.  Take 
the time to notice the businesses in our community that eagerly sponsor 
our local LGBT community with advertising dollars and donations to worthy 
causes. 

When you go shopping or dining 
at the businesses you find within 
the pages, don’t be shy; tell them 
you saw them in QVegas and that 
you appreciate their support. Not 
only will they love hearing that 
their advertising dollars work, 
they’ll be proud to see their support 
reciprocated. And, we’ll get a sense 
of pride when you profess to being a 
proud QVegas Magazine reader. 

PUBLISHER
Russ White

EDITOR & CREATIVE DIRECTOR 
Janise “Noah” Henderson 

COPY EDITOR
Daniel Hanna

EXECUTIVE ASSISTANTS
Stephan Penzcek
CJ Sturgis

GRAPHIC DESIGN
Justin Bistodeau

GRAPHIC DESIGN INTERN
Coddy Adams

ADVERTISING DIRECTOR
Luanne Austin-Sanchez
ADVERTISING EXECUTIVES
Jesse Luján
David White

CONTRIBUTORS
Michael Barbieri
Richard Davis
The LGBT Center
Randy Slovacek

photo by: Angela Ortaliza

LADIES FIRST

OOPS!
We forgot to credit Michael Barbieri of myvegasobession.com for writing “The Chandelier 
Bar Review” in the December 2012 issue.
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QNEWS

The Human Rights Campaign (HRC) is 
joining forces with Club Skirts Dinah Shore 
Weekend, the nation’s largest lesbian event. 
HRC is coming onboard as a full sponsor at 
the upcoming 23rd Anniversary of the largest 
lesbian event in the world April 3-7, 2013 in 
Palm Springs, CA.

Embracing the “party with a purpose” 
philosophy for more than two decades, 
Mariah Hanson, founder and promoter 
of “Club Skirts presents The Dinah,” has 
relentlessly travailed to support LGBT rights.

As a national sponsor of the Human Rights 
Campaign’s Her HRC program, HRC will be 
hosting a special soiree during the weekend, 
giving Dinah–goers the opportunity to meet, 
mingle, network and celebrate with their 
favorite celebrities and “celesbians”, and get 
involved with the HRC team in attendance.

HRC will also be present throughout the 
entire weekend with an information kiosk at 
all pool parties offering pamphlets and other 
literature to all attendees who wish to learn 
more about HRC’s efforts and/or join the 
movement.

Club Skirts involvement with HRC extends 

beyond the actual Dinah Shore Weekend. 
Effective immediately, Club Skirts has 
generously donated an exclusive VIP package 
valued at $2500 to be raffled off at all Her 
HRC events around the country leading up to 
the Dinah.

“HRC is proud to come on board as a 
sponsor for the 2013 Club Skirts Dinah Shore 
weekend. While thousands of women gather 
to celebrate, it’s crucial that we remember 
the importance of being engaged politically 
as LGBT Americans fight for full equality 
across the United States. To this effect, HRC 
will have a presence aimed at engaging the 
Dinah audience with our organization and 
our goals,” says Margot Rosen, Director of 
Membership Outreach at HRC.

The road to Club Skirts Dinah Shore 
Weekend is always paved with good 
intentions!

As the biggest All-Girl Party in the world, 
The Dinah also prides itself in giving back to 
the LGBT community remaining faithful to 
its “party with a purpose” theme to remind 
everyone that while we have made a lot of 
strides, we’re still fighting for our rights! ■

MY LIFE: VIVAGLAMLANA
Youtube beauty guru Lana Reiss, aka 

VivaGlamLana, launched her new web 
series, “My Life”, December 2012. Reiss, 
with assistance from AFAN, Aid For AIDS 
of Nevada, chose several Las Vegas 
women living with HIV/AIDS to receive 
a makeover in exchange for sharing 
their story on camera. Having been in 
the entertainment industry as both a 
performer and makeup artist for over 
ten years, Reiss’s career has been driven 
largely by the success of her Youtube 
beauty tutorials. The ‘My Life’ series was 
created with the idea of utilizing Youtube 
as a tool to raise awareness in a way that 
has not been done to this point, Reiss 
said. “Being that HIV/AIDS awareness is 
a cause I am passionate about, I wanted 
give these women a platform to tell 
their story. The goal is not only make 
them feel special and pampered but 
also to disbar the negative connotation 
surrounding HIV and its carriers. If I 
can make one woman feel pretty or 
help heighten awareness at all then I’d 
consider this project a success.”

Participants in the “My Life” 
series received a VivaGlam gift bag 
compliments of MAC makeup and 
assorted hair care products from 
the Shag Me Salon. The webisode is 
now available onwww.youtube.com/
vivaglamlana and www.lanareiss.com. ■

PASTOR GREG DAVIS
Greg Davis has been recently named 

the Pastor at Northwest Community 
Church. After close to 13 years in Las 
Vegas (a large part of it spent as a cast 
member in the long-running show 
Forever Plaid), Davis believes “God is 
still speaking”. Davis went to seminary 
in Berkeley California for three years 
and graduated in May of 2012. Of 
Northwest Community Church he adds 
that “No mater who you are, or where 
you are on life’s journey, you are all 
welcome.” The church is a place of 
radical hospitality, all are welcome 
and fully embraced — young, old, 
male, female, rich and poor, employed, 
unemployed and under-employed, 
transgendered, gay, straight  and 
bi-sexual. His first official day at 
Northwest Community Church was 
November 30. Worship is every Sunday 
morning at 9:30, on the campus of 
First Christian Church, 101 S. Rancho 
Drive Las Vegas, Nevada. The church 
is super casual, as most worshippers 
show up in jeans and khakis. There’s 
no need to stop by Starbucks on your 
way to service because the youth brew 
the best coffee and whip up the best 
smoothies that you can bring to your 
seat as worship begins. ■

HUMAN RIGHTS CAMPAIGN (HRC) ANNOUNCES SPONSORSHIP OF CLUB 
SKIRTS DINAH SHORE WEEKEND APRIL 3-7, 2013 IN PALM SPRINGS, CA

RED DRESS 2013
The Sin Sity Sisters of Perpetual Indulgence are a leading 

HIV/AIDS organization in the Las Vegas Valley. Every year 
they hold their Red Dress event to raise much needed funds 
for the programs they offer to those in the community living 
with HIV/AIDS. Why a red dress? The answer is simple; by 
wearing a red dress you show your support for those in the 
community affected by this disease. This year’s “Rockin’ Red 
Dress Circus” event is going to be held at the World Market 
Center on Saturday February 23, starting at 8p.m. Tickets are 
$50 (VIP pre–party at 8p.m. and main event) and $30 (main 
event only – starting at 9p.m.). Come enjoy the gorgeous 
event venue, amazing entertainment and meet a few Sisters 
from the San Francisco chapter, for a great cause. See next 
month’s Love & Sex issue for more details for Red Dress or 
visit sinsitysisters.org.■

Enrollment is required. A qualifying transfer from your Package Checking account to your Package Money Market Savings account must be scheduled and maintained. You must open and/or maintain an active U.S. Bank
Package, including a Silver, Gold or Platinum Checking account AND a Money Market Savings account. Program is subject to change. See the S.T.A.R.T. Program Agreement for detailed information. The U.S. Bank Rewards
Visa Card cannot be reloaded with additional funds, nor can it be used at an ATM. Terms and conditions apply and other fees may apply to Rewards Cards. For complete terms and conditions, see the “U.S. Bank Rewards
Visa Card Cardholder Agreement” available at www.myusbankcorporaterewards.com. Deposit products offered by U.S. Bank National Association. Member FDIC. ©2012 U.S. Bank. From MONEY Magazine, October 2012
©2012 Time Inc. MONEY is a registered trademark of Time Inc. and is used under license. MONEY and Time Inc. are not affiliated with, and do not endorse products or services of U.S. Bank.

®

The best reward for saving
money is...well, more money.
S.T.A.R.T. is the automatic savings plan that lets you save at your own
pace. Save $1,000 and you’ll earn a $50 U.S. Bank Rewards Visa® Card.

Keep the balance for a year, earn another $50 U.S. Bank Rewards
Visa Card.

And now saving money has never been more rewarding. 
U.S. Bank was named “Best Basic Checking and Savings”

by MONEY® Magazine, October 2012. Start today!

branch

usbank.com/START

800.720.BANK (2265)
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Jane Heenan, MS, MFT, says, “Domestic 
violence is a pattern of behavior where 
one person tries to control another 
using power.”  She said, “It’s not about 
empowering oneself, but disempowering 
someone else.”  Heenan is co-director of 
Gender Justice Nevada, an organization 
that offers educational, health, legal, and 
other direct service programs for the 
transgender and gender non-conforming 
communities in Nevada.  She stated 
that a large study done by the UCLA 
Center for Health and Policy Research 
in 2010 concluded that gay, lesbian, and 
bisexual adults were almost twice as 
likely to experience domestic violence as 
heterosexuals. A study from the National 
Coalition of Anti-Violence Programs 
indicated that rates of domestic violence 
among transgender people are much 
higher, although there is no accurate 
estimate of rates of transgender domestic 
violence because transgender persons 
self-identify in a variety of ways. Heenan 
said that with an estimated 76,000 LGBTQ-
indentifying persons living in Clark County, 
this equates to 26,000 LGBTQ persons who 
have experienced domestic violence in 
Clark County. 

Ron Lawrence, executive director 
of Community Counseling Center of 

Southern Nevada (CCCOFSN), says that 
domestic violence in the LGBTQ community 
is underreported for many reasons.  
Lawrence said, “One of the extra burdens 
placed on us is that we have to come ‘out’ 
to report our abuse.  We have a whole 
other layer of things we have to disclose 
about ourselves in addition to reporting 
our abuse.”   Lawrence added that many 
LGBTQ people have very real concerns 
about how service providers will view their 
relationships.  Gender non-conforming 
victims of abuse face losing custody of 
children to the abusive parent or having 
their home challenged by child protective 
services. 

“I dreamed a dream,” belts out Sheaaay, 
Minister of Music for Mary Magdalene 
Friends.  The church has a plan to build 
their vision of a safe house for LGBTQ 
and male survivors of domestic violence 
brick by brick, starting with the launch of 
Rainbow Hotline services this January to 
provide telephone support and referrals 
for domestic violence victims.  Ten 
qualified and trained volunteers will 
staff the hotline.  Many members of the 
congregation have contributed to the 
project by “buying a brick”—pledging the 
$100 per month needed to run the hotline. 
Obenour and Darter are also seeking 

“Jesus is coming back; look busy!” preached the Rev. Sarah L. 
Darter, co-pastor of Mary Magdalene Friends, United Church of 
Christ.  A small congregation has a big vision for helping victims 
of domestic violence in the LGBTQ community.  Darter and 

her co-pastor, the Rev. Kathryn A. Obenour, are two straight–women who 
believe God has given them a “clear vision” to build Rainbow House, a safe 
place for LGBTQ and male victims of domestic violence.  Obenour says, “We 
are a mission with a church attached.”

MaryMagdalene
Friends

[ by Richard Davis ]

continued on page 32 ▶

Gay and Lesbian Center
953 E. Sahara Ave., #B-31

(702) 733 -9800
Monday and Thursday

1:30 - 6 p.m.

Richard Steele Boxing Facility
2475 W. Cheyenne Ave., #120

(702) 759-0707
Tuesday and Wednesday

1-5 p.m.

Due to safety concerns,
the Southern Nevada Health 
District has suspended 
operations at its main building, 
625 Shadow Lane. 

The health district still o�ers 

FREE HIV / STD screenings at:
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YOUR CENTER FOR ALL THINGS COMMUNITY YOUR CENTER FOR ALL THINGS 
COMMUNITY YOUR CENTER FOR ALL THINGS COMMUNITY YOUR CENTER FOR ALL 
THINGS COMMUNITY YOUR CENTER FOR ALL THINGS COMMUNITY YOUR CENTER 

STAY CONNECTED!
Please subscribe to our email updates for information 
about events, the new Center, programs and services. 

Visit www.thecenterlv.com to sign up!

OPENING NEW DOORS
Progress! If you’ve driven by our new building, then you’ve 
seen how far we’ve come. Our future Community Center is 
taking shape. The inside walls, doorways, plumbing, electri-
cal work and insulation are progressing on-time to meet our 
construction deadline. The completed facility will really be 
something we can all take PRIDE in.

To keep the momentum going, we’ll need help with the 
move—and we hope we can count on you! Please call us at 
702-733-9800 to learn about volunteer opportunities this 
coming January and February.

Don’t forget: it’s not too late to become a stakeholder in 
our new Center today and support Opening New Doors!

VISIT ISUPPORT.THECENTERLV.COM TODAY

QVOLUTION YOUTH
HOLIDAY PARTY
The Center’s QVolution youth programming hosted its 
annual Youth Holiday Party on December 13. Youth en-
joyed free macaroni and cheese and other snack foods, 
hot cocoa and cider, candy, desserts, loaded gift bags, 
and every attendee received a $20 gift card for personal 
and holiday shopping. Gift cards were generously donat-
ed by The John C. Kish Foundation, Touro University—
Nevada, PFLAG Las Vegas, and several community do-
nors. Divine Events donated the evening’s catering. The 
Center proudly celebrated the holiday season with 75 
LGBTQ and allied youth between the ages of 13 and 24.

THE GAY & LESBIAN COMMUNITY CENTER
OF SOUTHERN NEVADA

953 E. SAHARA AVE., B-31 | LAS VEGAS, NV 89104 | 702-733-9800
THECENTERLV.COMthe center

Serving the LGBTQ
Community of Nevada

www.SkinCityBodyPaint ing . com
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Gabrielle Ludwig Makes the Team
Gabrielle Ludwig, a 50-year-old 
transgender female who stands 6-foot-8 
and weighs 220 pounds, finally joined her 
California community college basketball 
team after a long fight for equality. 
NCAA rules stipulate a player’s gender is 
determined solely by their birth certificate. 
Under California law, transgender 
individuals such as Ludwig—who underwent 
gender reassignment surgery in July—can 
be granted a new birth certificate after 
providing proof of having the operation.

Parents support their transgender 
pre-teen
“Jeanette and I are in 100 percent 
agreement as to how we should raise Jazz. 
We don’t encourage, we support. And we 
just keep listening to what she tells us,” 
says Jazz’s father . Her mother added, 
“We’ll say things like, ‘You’re special. God 
made you special, because there aren’t 
very many little girls out there that have a 
penis.’” 
The Jennings say that if Jazz chooses to 
take that step, they will fully support her 
but they are also mindful of keeping all of 
her options open.

Transgender Refuge in Queens
A growing number of transgender Latinas 
have gathered in Queens every Friday 
night, discussing challenges unfamiliar to 
many New Yorkers. Conducted in Spanish, 
the sessions are aimed at those who have 
emigrated, most illegally, from Latin 
American countries where violence toward 
gay and transgender people is common.

Sexual Orientation added to College 
application
The University of Iowa has announced the 
addition of questions on sexual orientation 
and gender identity to its undergraduate 
application. The first University to do so –
the University of Iowa’s online application 
now includes transgender as an option 
alongside male and female, while a second, 
nonobligatory question now asks, “Do you 
identify with the LGBTQ community?”

www.facebook.com/QVegasMagazine         2

Missing Trans Teen in Virginia
A 19-year-old transgender teenager, has 
been missing since 2012 Thanksgiving 
weekend. She was to arrive on Thanksgiving 
Day as a surprise to visit family but 
never showed up. Amy Sarah Marshall, 
the president of Charlottesville’s LGBT 
organization, C-ville Pride, said authorities 
have seemed somewhat dismissive over 
Smith’s case as the community struggles to 
come together to find the missing teen.

Charges dropped against UM Student 
who hit a transgender woman
Sexual assault charges against University 
of Montana exchange student, Obioha 
Onwubiko have been dropped. Onwubiko 
plead guilty to a misdemeanor assault 
charge in connection with the April 28 
incident outside a dance at the Elks club. 
Controversy as to whether Onwubiko should 
have been charged with sexual assault 
stemmed from Anita Green’s accusation 
that Onwubiko grabbed her crotch just 
before he hit her. Onwubiko received a 
six-month deferred sentence and must pay 
$203 in court fees and fines. Green was 
awarded a one-year restraining order but 
feels, “Obi was given a slap on the wrist and 
I feel like he got off so easy on this. …This 
isn’t justice.”

Claudia Charriez
New York fireman Taylor Murphy in 
August 2011 allegedly beat his girlfriend 
and former America’s Top Model semi-
finalist Claudia Charriez. Charriez, who 
is transgender, testified the 245-pound 
Murphy brutally assaulted her in Manhattan 
but jurors threw out strangulation and 
witness-tampering charges that carried a 
penalty of seven years. Murphy could still 
be jailed for assault, contempt and violating 
a protective order. 

Abuse in Ivory Coast
A group of prostitutes sold out a fellow 
sex worker in hopes of saving themselves 
from two cars full of soldiers. The soldiers 
cornered the abandoned girl, and then 
stripped her only to discover that she was 
really a man dressed as a woman. It was then 
that they savagely beat her with their belts. 
According to victims of similar cases, this is 
something that is becoming “routine” in Ivory 
Coast.
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If your FANTASY consists 
of beautiful half–naked 
women rubbing and dancing 

on one another, than the 
LUXOR Hotel has the show for 

you. FANTASY will get you in the 
perfect mood to show Sin City just 

how dirty you can get. Lorena Peril, one of the 
sexiest lead singers on the strip, adds an exciting 
element with her orgasmic vocals, while the 
gorgeous dancers lure guests into their wildest 
fantasies. Great for singles and couples, the 
sexy production runs nightly at 10:30 p.m. in the 
Atrium Showroom at Luxor. Tickets start at $39, 
plus taxes and handling fees.  Guests must be 18 
years of age or older. Tickets can be purchased 
at the Luxor box office, online at www.luxor.com 
or by calling 800.557.7428 or 702.262.4400. Visti 
fantasyluxor.com for more details.

Queer women have a definite advantage in the 
topless clubs and that is that they’re not tourists 
in the land of naked women. You hopefully won’t 
be as disrespectful, annoying and downright idiotic 

as most men seem to be when they see multiple 
half-nude women giving them attention. In spite of this, 

most of the staff will still see all customers as the same 
thing- a walking wallet- and having a vagina doesn’t exempt you 

from tipping them. But that shouldn’t be a problem, because Deja Vu 
has over 75 of the most stunning showgirls in Vegas. The chic decor 
draws in a wide range of locals and tourists, not only for the Vegas T&A, 
but for the inexpensive drinks and friendly service. Deja Vu Showgirls 
is open Mon-Sat: 11am-6am, and Sunday: 6pm-4am, and is located at 
3247 Industrial Rd. Las Vegas, NV 89109. 702-894-4167

Toys Toys Toys!! Who doesn’t 
like a good toy to play with 
every once in a lonely night? 
Déjà Vu’s Adult Emporium is 
the perfect frisky adult toy 

store with a wide variety of those 
videos we store under the bed, 

and clothes we hide in the back of our 
drawers. This couple–friendly atmosphere 

is associated with Deja Vu’s Showgirls strip club, 
so right after you lust for the smoking hot women 
dancing on the pole, head down to Deja Vu’s Adult 
Emporium shop to stock up. Shelves are stocked 
with goodies such as erotic novels, dvd’s, lingerie, 
personal lubricant, candles and of course, those 
toys we love so much. Deja Vu’s Adult Emporium 
is located 4335 W Tropicana Ave, Las Vegas, NV 
89103. It’s open 24–hours, so that leaves no room 
for excuses not to stop by and pick up a few things. 
This month, 25% off of all lesbian and gay dvds.

HER HOT SPOTS
WHERE VEGAS LADIES HANG OUT
The boys aren’t the only ones out to have a good time. 
The ladies in Las Vegas know how to party. Whether 
you are nested in a committed relationship and want to 
add some sizzle or you’ve put the U-Haul in reverse and  
need a girls night out, Sin City has much to offer. The 
scene is far from low-key and QVegas has you covered 
with a wide range of things to do tonight. Add us on 
Facebook, join our email list and follow us on Twitter for 
even more great suggestions.

Ladies who love football, you can 
come experience true fantasy 
football at a Lingerie Football 

League game. Las Vegas is home 
to one of twelve franchise teams. No 

longer the ‘Cinderella’ team of the LFL, 
Sin Football has one of the best rosters in 

the league —Nikki Johnson, Tracee Thomas, 
Sunshine Misa-Uli, Carrie Walters, and Cassandra Strickland. 
With the announcement of an expansion into the Atlanta 
market for LFL’s upcoming 2013 season, this is the fastest 
growing sport in the US according to BusinessWeek. LFL 
originated from a Super Bowl pay-per-view halftime television 
special named the Lingerie Bowl. Last year was the Sin’s 
first season as a brand new franchise and the ladies are far 
from just a bunch of pretty women pretending to play —these 
are pretty woman that are rough, tough, fighting machines 
on the field. And while you won’t forget they are only in 
lingerie, get ready for some real women’s football chalk full 
of real tackling, finesse, and pure and pure talent. The ladies 
open their 2013 season at home against the Green Bay Chill 
Saturday June 22 at the Orleans Arena, tickets start at $15. 

Ladies It’s time to get those bikini 
areas groomed, and put those 
tanning salon memberships to use. 
Dinah Shore Palm Springs is back 

for it’s 23rd year and they’re ready to 
take over the stunning Hilton Hotel & 

Spa once again, booking the entire hotel 
so that its 100% full of super WET n’ wild 

lesbians. It’ll be a weekend full of pool action, partying 
with celebrities, and of course plenty of girl on girl 
PAMPERING…but i’m sure you were thinking I was going 
to say something different. But feel free to bring your 
toy of choice to party with the big girls in Palm Springs. 
Dinah Shore weekend starts April 3rd and the party 
doesn’t stop until April 7th. For ticket prices and more 
information visit www.TheDinah.com

QUEERKAT – http://www.queerkat.com - Meet 
new people in Las Vegas! Make friends in the Gay 
Community before the nightlife begins.

BETTYS OUTRAGEOUS – http://www.bettysout.com 
Betty’s primary mission is to provide a variety of activities 
in which lesbians can develop friendships and a sense of 
community within the greater Las Vegas area. As an all 
volunteer organization, BOA encourages and relies upon 
its members to organize social, athletic, cultural and 
outdoor events for the enjoyment of a diverse lesbian 
community.

THE GAY AND LESBIAN CENTER OF SOUTHERN 
NEVADA - A community-based organization which 
supports and promotes activities directed at furthering the 
well being, positive image, and human rights of the Gay, 
Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender community and its 
allies in Southern Nevada.
COMMUNITY COUNSELING CENTER OF SOUTHERN 
NEVADA - Community Counseling Center promotes 
the  healthy functioning of individuals, families, and 
communities affordable, sensitive, and professional 
behavioral health services in a safe environment. 

PLANNED PARENTHOOD - With three health centers 
in Las Vegas the health centers support and welcome all 
clients regardless of sexual orientation, gender identity, 
or biological sex. Providing high-quality, affordable 
sexual and reproductive health care all services are 
confi dential, professional and respectful. A wide range 
of services include: General Health Care; HIVTesting; 
Men’s Health Care; Women’s Health Care; and STD 
Testing, Treatmentand Vaccines. To make a health center 
appointment please call1-800-230-PLAN.

NEVADA COALITION AGAINST SEXUAL VIOLENCE 
As an agency that focuses on training and technical 
assistance, NCASV has worked to develop trainings and 
workshops to educate direct services providers on how to 
best serve the LGBTQ community and the importance of 
creating services and outreach that meets the needs of the 
LGBTQ community. 

NEVADA FERTILITY C.A.R.E.S WELLNESS CENTER 
- One of the most successful fertility clinics in Nevada. 
Offering fertility services with Dr. Rachel McConnell and her 
staff, who specializes in reproductive endocrinology and 
infertility treatment.  For appointments call 702-341-6616

WomYn’s 
Guide

HER HOT SPOTS
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Tidbits from the Strip & Beyond

JANUARY 2013
S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 5
6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
27 28 29 30 31

PRIDE FAMILY BINGO - Every 1st Wed. @ 7p.m.
Circus Circus Grand Ballroom
2880 Las Vegas Blvd, Las Vegas, NV 89101 
1-866-930-3336 - www.lasvegaspride.org

PRISM - Thursday January 11 @10p.m.
The Artifice, 1025 S. 1st St., Las Vegas, NV 89101 
702-489-6339 - www.artificebar.com

MISS AMERICA COMPETITION 
Saturday, January 12th @8p.m.
Planet Hollywood Resort & Casino
3667 Las Vegas Blvd, Las Vegas, NV 89109 
702-555-1234 - www.eventaddress.com

POETS CORNER - Friday, January 18 @7p.m.
West Las Vegas Arts Center Community Gallery 
947 W. Lake Mead Blvd. Las Vegas NV
702-229-4800

SIN CITY SHOOTOUT OFFICIAL PARTY
Friday, January 18
Share Nightclub, 4636 Wynn Rd., Las Vegas, NV 89103 
702-258-2681 - www.sincityshootout.com

AN EVENING WITH FRANCOIS FRESSINIER 
Saturday, January 19 @5-7p.m.
Martin Lawrence Galleries (Forum Shops at Caesars), 
3500 Las Vegas Blvd. Las Vegas, NV
702-991-5990

ROCK AND ROLL FANTASY CAMP 
Wednesday, January 23 - Sunday, January 27
MGM Grand Hotel & Casino 
3799 S. Las Vegas Blvd, Las Vegas, NV 
1-888-762-2263 - www.rockcamp.com

LADY GAGA - Friday, January 25th
MGM Garden Arena, 3799 Audrie St. Las Vegas, NV
877-880-0880 - www.mgmgrand.com

SWEENEY TODD: THE DEMON BARBER OF 
FLEET STREET A MUSICAL THRILLER
“Off-Strip Productions’ own intimate, fully staged, innovative 
rendition of Sondheim’s Musical Thriller returns to the stage 
due to popular demand. Once again combining professional 
live musicians with a powerhouse local cast, they tell this 
tragic tale the way it deserves to be told. Don’t miss this 
second and final chance to be among the ghosts of Fleet 
Street as you witness murder, incest, and cannibalism set 
to music —an “in your face” experience you can only get 
at Las Vegas’ premiere indie art house, the Onyx Theatre.”  
Showtime: Thursday – Saturday, 8p.m., Sundays, 2p.m.

SUNDAYS
• REVO Sundays at Revolution Lounge inside Mirage Hotel & Casino
• Showtunes High Tea at FLEX Cocktail Lounge
• 100% Pure House Music at Insert Coin(s)

MONDAYS
• Manic Mondaze at Blue Martini
• QSocial Ladies Event (Every 2nd Monday)
• Boys Night at Entourage Men’s Spa
• Stache Mondays at Piranha Nightclub
• Liquor Bust at Spotlight Lounge

TUESDAYS
• Ladies Night at FreeZone
• QSocial with Michael Franklin
• Latin Night at Entourage Men’s Spa
• Neo Soul at Blue Martini

WEDNESDAYS
• Underware Night at Charlie’s LV
• “Fly” with Duwwopros and DJ Lord Q at Insert coin(s)
• Gay Men’s Mpowerment Group at The Gay & Lesbian Center
• Wise Womyn Group at The Gay & Lesbian Center
• Drag Queen Bingo at Piranha Nightclub
• Ntoxxxicated- Diva Toxxx Drag Show at FreeZone

Lady Gaga performing at the 2012 
iHeart Radio Music Festival
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JANUARY 2013
S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 5
6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
27 28 29 30 31

THURSDAYS
• Industry Night at HAZE Nightclub inside ARIA
• POP Thursdays at Share Nightclub
• QVolution Youth Group meeting at The Center
• Dark & Double at Entourage Men’s Spa
• Prism at the Artifice

FRIDAYS
• Scottish Country Dancing
• Fridays at HAZE Nightclub 

inside ARIA
• Stipper Circus at Share 

Nightclub
• The L Group at The Gay & Lesbian Center
• Trans.lation Group at The Gay & Lesbian Center
• Addicted to Drag at FLEX Cocktail Lounge

SATURDAYS
• SNAPI Saturdays at Charlie’s Las Vegas
• E-Rock Saturdays at HAZE nightclub inside ARIA
• Ladies Hip-Hop Night at Gipsy’s Nightclub
• Share Saturdays/ Porn Stars in Vegas

LAS VEGAS 
PHILHARMONIC 
MASTERWORKS III

Each year the Las Vegas Philharmonic designates one 
of its Masterworks concerts to showcase an up-and-
coming music talent. This year the Philharmonic features 
violinist Elena Urioste, a two-time winner of the Sphinx 
Competition. Picture postcards spring to mind as the Las 
Vegas Philharmonic takes patrons on an aural European 
tour. A blend of Basque melodies and French style inspired 
the sensual, hypnotic dance rhythm of Ravel’s “Bolero.” 
Sibelius evokes the austere winter landscape of Finland in 
his Violin Concerto, expertly delivered by the radiant Elena 
Urioste. The journey ends in Austria with Mozart’s “Jupiter” 
Symphony, the thrilling and triumphant capstone of his 
symphonic output.

SIN CITY SHOOTOUT
LGBT SPORTS FESTIVAL 

Tropicana Las Vegas sets the 
stage for classic Vegas excitement on the most glamorous 
corner of the Strip! Tropicana just completed a $200 million 
remodel with luxurious accommodations, sizzling gaming 
action and fabulous entertainment and dining. The 6th 
annual Sin City Shootout Sports Festival, the largest annual 
LGBT Sporting event in North American! 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 17 drink, socialize and register for 
your sport with 6,000 of your fellow atheletes getting ready 
for a weekend of fierce competition. Participating sports 
include —basketball, bodybuilding, bridge, dodge ball, 
Frisbee, golf, ice hockey, soccer, softball, tennis, volleyball, 
and wrestling. 

Drumline LIVE @The Smith Center 
for Perofrming Arts January 18th. 
Tickets $24-$59 

12th

17th

NEED MORE THINGS TO DO? 
Follow us on Twitter 
@QVegas #QCrew

FRIDAY, JANUARY 18 the Official Registration Party kicks off inside the Tropicana 
Hotel Sin City ballroom. Enjoy $5 cocktails, Coors Light bottle beer and $2 
softdrinks. Players will receive their tournament wristband Friday during player 
registration and additional wristbands for friends and family are available at 
registration for $10. Grab a tournament cup at Friday’s registration for $10 and you 
can get the SUPERSIZED drink specials at participating venues.  Don’t miss your 
games the next day as you party into the night at SHARE Nightclub for the official 
Friday night party. 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 19 with your tournament wristband you can skip the line —
and the cover charge at Piranha Boutique Nightclub and Charlie’s Las Vegas. 
Sunday, January 20th Bagatelle’s Euro-chic meets high-octane glam for a whole 
new Vegas experience. You won’t find a venue with more energy and exciting fun on 
the Las Vegas Strip, so let loose and party. A night to remember…if you can! Come 
early and don’t miss a surprise performance at 10p.m. 

 

THE SMITH CENTER
DRUMLINE LIVE

DRUMLINE LIVE brings its fourth U.S. tour and energetic cast to The Smith 
Center in January 2013. The cast has honed its precision and percussion with 
years of training in marching bands across the southern U.S. The versatile group 
of musicians and dancers brings explosive beats and athleticism to the stage, 
expanding the marching band experience to audiences across the country.  The 
group awes with contemporary hip hop, R&B, classic Motown and brass tradition.

ROCK N ROLL FANTASY CAMP

Rock ‘n’ Roll Fantasy Camp announced today that the next installment of its highly 
successful music-magic experience is scheduled for Jan. 23 – 27, 2013 at MGM 
Grand Hotel & Casino as well as their facility located west of the Las Vegas Strip. 
Headlining the camp are rock icons Roger Daltrey (The Who) and Dave Navarro 
(Jane’s Addiction), joined by Richie Furay (Buffalo Springfield), Simon Townshend 
(The Who, Jeff Beck) and Stephen Perkins (Jane’s Addiction), among others.

The rock camp provides music fans the opportunity to jam nightly with legendary 
rock stars, write and record original songs, participate in master classes and 
perform live on stage in front of family and friends.

18th

27th
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BORDER GRILL LAS VEGASBORDER GRILL LAS VEGAS
[ by Michael Barbieri ]
myvegasobsession.com

My first visit to Border Grill was very 
good, but fairly uneventful. I had a 
cheerful, knowledgeable server, a 
delicious cocktail and an excellent meal. 
My second visit, however, is when things 
took off! I had seen both Ms. Feniger and 
Ms. Milliken on Top Chef Masters and 
was looking forward to trying their place 
again. I’m awfully glad I did!

My server Matthew was friendly and 
efficient, answering some of my 
questions and suggesting the Blood 
Orange Margarita before my meal. 
He took my order and went off to the 
waiter’s station to punch it into the 
computer. At that moment, I noticed 
a gentleman in a suit —probably the 
manager, approach Matthew and 
whisper to him. They turned to look at 
me and went back to their conversation. 
I wasn’t sure what that was all about, but 
I let it go.

At any rate, that evening, I ordered the 
Quinoa Fritters —a dish that had just 
won a challenge for Mary Sue Milliken on 
Top Chef Masters only two weeks before. 
They were crispy and delicious, made 
with Cotija cheese and a yellow chile 
aioli. I also decided to try one of their 
special ceviches, which made excellent 
use of fresh halibut, cilantro, onion, lime 
and pink grapefruit supreme —light, 
refreshing and just amazing! Finally, 
for my entree, I opted for the Pescado 

Veracruzano —a succulent piece of pan-
seared halibut, swimming in a garlicky 
broth, along with tomato, Kalamata 
olives, white wine, and slices of fresh 
jalapeno. This dish was so good, I kept 
dredging the bowl, hoping to find more 
fish somewhere in the depths of that 
fantastic broth. I was tempted to pick 
up the bowl and drink what was left, but 
thought it might look a little tacky.

For dessert that night, I chose one 
of their specials; the Havana Banana 
Cream Pie —a Latin take on a traditional 
banana cream pie, adding cinnamon and 
a touch of coffee. Creamy, decadent and 
delicious!

 At the end of my meal, I got the biggest 
surprise of all. Matthew told me that 
Mike Minor, the executive chef, was 
coming out to see me. Now again; I’m 
nobody. I’m just a regular guy who loves 
Vegas, loves good food and loves to 
make new friends, but I felt like I was 
being given the VIP treatment. Had the 
manager mistaken me for a well-known 
food critic or something? I didn’t care. I 
was hooked. Mike Minor is a fascinating, 
friendly guy and we had a great chat 
about food in general and about my meal 
and the flavors and ingredients he had 
used. Finally, when I got my check, I was 
also given a Border Grill VIP card, which 
among other things gives me a 15% 
discount on any meal I have there in the 

future. With the card, you’re also alerted 
via e-mail about special events at the 
restaurant —parties, dinners, cooking 
classes—and so on.

Anyway, on other visits to Border Grill, 
I’ve tried the Green Corn Tamales, 
filled with a creamy mixture of sweet 
corn. These are so good; I’ve actually 
scraped the cornhusk with my fork to 
get every last bite. I’ve also had the 
Plantain Empanadas —little pillows of 
dough stuffed with roasted plantain, 
Cotija cheese, poblano chile, and black 
beans. The play between sweet and 
savory works perfectly in this dish. Their 
ceviches —the Baja Ceviche with shrimp, 
seasonal fish, jalapeno, tomato and 
cilantro aioli, and the Peruvian Ceviche 
with the seasonal fish, lime, ginger and 
aji amarillo chile— are both excellent as 
are the special ceviches. On my previous 
trip to Border Grill, I had the Tiradito 
Verde Ceviche—strips of fresh fish with 

If you walk through mandalay bay’s casino, all the way to the back, past several other 
celebrity chef-owned restaurants, you’ll find one of my favorite restaurants in all of las 
vegas: border grill. this modern yet wonderfully authentic mexican eatery owned by 
celebrity chefs susan Feniger and mary sue milliken, embodies what i’m trying to get 
across as the creator of myvegasobsession.com. when i go to border grill i don’t just have 
a meal, i have an experience!

[ by Michael Barbieri ]

Keeping it all in the family, Mary Sue’s husband and Susan’s childhood 
friend, architect Josh Schweitzer, created the original designs of both the 
Border Grill restaurants, as well as Ciudad. The colorful murals are the 
work of artists Su Huntley and Donna Muir, inspired by the festivals, road 
signs, and advertisements of Mexico. In 2008, Border Grill Las Vegas was re-
imagined by architect Eric Strain of Assemblage Studio. —bordergrill.com
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Border Grill uses organic black 
beans, as well as chicken, beef, 
and uncured pork raised without 
hormones and antibiotics. 
They do not use any products 
containing artificial trans fat.

They serve only sustainable 
seafood and are a member of the 
Monterey Bay Aquarium Seafood 
Watch Program.

onion, jalapeno, cucumber and fresh 
mango, served with a shot glass full of the 
cilantro–jalapeno–chile–verde marinade 
on the side. The slices of jalapeno gave it a 
potent kick, but the cucumber and mango 
cool it down and balance the spice with 
a touch of sweetness. As far as entrees 
went, I was excited to try the Fish Tacos 
Ensenada —the fish is served fried or 
grilled— and comes nestled in handmade 
corn tortillas with a tomato avocado crema. 
I’ve also sampled the Sauteed Shrimp, 
which comes served with strips of ancho 
chile and braised greens and the Tecate 
Carnitas – a hearty dish with roast pork —
red onion and cilantro, on a bed of grits and 
black beans. Delicious dishes and large 
portions!

Border Grill also has a nice selection 
of desserts from which to choose. On 
separate occasions, I’ve tried the Brownie 
Sundae —a decadent treat that includes 
vanilla ice cream, homemade caramel and 
chocolate sauce, the Mexican Chocolate 
Cream Pie —made with whipped cinnamon 
chocolate in a chocolate crust, and 
their Banana Cream Pie. Matthew also 
recommended the Flourless Chocolate 
Truffle Cake and the flan —the traditional 
Mexican custard topped with caramel. On 
my last visit, I ordered one of the special 
desserts, a homemade watermelon sorbet 
—a wonderfully light and refreshing 
summertime choice, accompanied by fresh 
whipped cream, fresh seasonal berries and 
a blood–orange sugar cookie.

Now, earlier I mentioned the various 
different types of events that are hosted by 
Border Grill. I was lucky enough to attend 
one of them –a special dinner sponsored 
by Patron Tequila. It featured a five–course 

meal, prepared for us by Mike Minor and 
Susan Feniger herself! The dinner was 
spectacular and featured dishes like 
Tiger Prawns with Black Bean Cornbread, 
Grilled Rabbit with a seasonal vegetable 
slaw, and the main course; a Whole Roast 
Pig –each course paired with a fantastic 
Patron cocktail! The dinner was served 
in a downstairs dining room with glass 
walls, which looked out on the Mandalay 
Bay pool, and the food was prepared for 
us in a makeshift kitchen that was set up 
just outside the dining room. Mike Minor 
wore a headset microphone and explained 
each dish as he was preparing it! It was 
fascinating to watch –especially when a 
small hurricane–like rain and windstorm 
hit just as the rabbit dish was about to be 
started! The food had to be rushed back 
inside, the dish reimagined somewhat, and 
then served. It was still fantastic. Once the 
storm blew over, Feniger commented that 
the incident seemed a lot like one of the 
challenges on Top Chef! Luckily for us, the 
weather cleared enough for the cooking 
to resume outside, where Mike and Susan 
presented the entire roast pig and broke it 
down in front of us.

Both Mike Minor and Matthew, my server, 
remembered me from my previous visit 
and welcomed me warmly. I began to feel 
like family. I was also able to meet and 
chat with Ms. Feniger, who was funny and 
friendly. It was a dinner I’ll never forget!

Clearly, I adore Border Grill. If you’re in 
Las Vegas and have a taste for refined, 
authentic, delicious Mexican food, this is 
the place for you! GO!!!

Visit: MyVegasObession.com

REFINED,AUTHENTIC,
DELICIOUS MEXICAN 
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When Dina Proto and Dina “Dom” Poist-Proto celebrated their 
first Mother’s Day together, their teenage daughter bought 
them a card and added an “s” to “Mom” in the card’s pre-

printed message.  She wrote in the card that she was happy for them, 
but apologized that she couldn’t find an appropriate card.  Trying to 
find an appropriate word was also how their four children gave Dina 
Poist-Proto her nickname, “Dom”—an amalgam of Dad and Mom.  
Incidents like these gave the two women the idea in 2011 to launch 
the LGBT greeting card company, Teazled, with the trademarked 
tagline, “Tell Them,” to tell our stories to our families, friends and to 
each other.

Teazled…Tell Them
[ by Richard Davis ]

continued on page 30 ▶

“These are cards that a gay teen can give to his parents, that say, ‘This is who 
I am,’ or a parent can give to a gay teen, that say, ‘It’s okay, let’s talk.’  
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Dina Proto said, “These are cards 
that a gay teen can give to his parents, 
that say, ‘This is who I am,’ or a parent 
can give to a gay teen, that say, ‘It’s 
okay, let’s talk.’  These are traditional 
cards with messages for our families.”  
Dom’s mom kept a journal of her own 
journey from rejection to full embrace 
of her daughter and her daughter-in-
law.  When she re-read the journal, she 
was going to burn it, but Dina and Dom 
persuaded her to keep it and they used 
the journal to create many of their cards’ 
most heartfelt sentiments.  Dina said, 
“No greeting cards addressed these 
issues, these emotions.”  Don’t read 
these cards without a Kleenex at hand.  

Dina and Dom are both nurses and 
Dom says, “We always enjoyed having 
tea together.  It was our time to sit 
and refocus on us.”  So their teatime 

inspired their company’s name, Teazled.  
They started with just 60 cards and 
now they’ve expanded to a full line 
of card products featuring 210 cards, 
including boxed Christmas card sets and 
Christmas ornaments.  Other featured 
holidays include Hanukkah, Halloween, 
Thanksgiving, and, of course, St. 
Valentine’s Day.

Initially, Dina and Dom launched their 
company online at www.teazled.com 
but when they marketed their cards out 
in the community at Las Vegas Pride, 
customers told them that they wanted 
to see the cards in stores.  Dina said, 
“Cards are tactile.  A card is emotional.  
Also cards tend to be a last-minute 
purchase.”  Teazled cards were soon 
stocked at such local LGBT–friendly 
businesses as Get Booked, The Rack and 
English Garden Florist;they will soon 

be seen at Tiger Lily, and they have a 
growing national presence.  

Teazled became a certified diverse 
supplier with the National Gay and 
Lesbian Chamber of Commerce.  Dina, 
who also serves on the Board of the 
QVegas Business Alliance said, “One 
of the benefits of joining the NGLCC 
was going to the national conference 
in Washington, D.C. in August and 
participating in bootcamps on how to 
grow our business.” Dina and Dom had 
the opportunity to present Teazled’s 
products and begin to build relationships 
with NGLCC’s corporate partners.  
One of those was with Super Value, 
the parent company of Albertsons’ 
Supermarkets and other banner names.  
Dina said, “We were told it might take 
up to three years to build a relationship 
with a company like Albertsons.”  Three 

weeks after the conference they got a 
call from Richard Sage, a store director, 
who wanted to meet with them and 
see their cards.  Dina said that at the 
meeting, “He turned his back to us.  He 
didn’t want us to see him crying.  He 
said, ‘These cards don’t exist.’  I told 
him, ‘They do exist, you just haven’t seen 
them yet.’”  Sage forwarded the cards to 
the corporate office in Fullerton where 
they were literally approved overnight.  

Dina said, 
“Richard said 
he hadn’t 
seen that 
happen in 26 
years in the 
business.”  
Teazled 

cards are now featured in six Albertsons 
stores in Las Vegas and 20 in Southern 
California with plans to move the cards 
into Super Value’s Midwest market in 
2013.

Teazled keeps it’s prices low—$3.99 
for a high- finish greeting card—because 
they want them to be affordable for 
LGBT youth to purchase.  Dina and 
Dom envision their cards in all major 
retailers—“We should be able to buy 
cards for our community anywhere.”  
The numbers back them up.  Dom says, 

“Seventy-eight percent of all Americans 
know someone who is LGBT, so the 
market is larger than just the LGBT 
community itself.  We have 168 million 
potential buyers.”  

Dina and Dom hope customers will 
continue to tell stores that they want 
to see Teazled cards stocked there and 
they also invite customers to share 
the stories that they would like to see 
reflected in card sentiments on Teazled’s 
Facebook page.  Dina said, “Our cards 
are part of a social movement.  Greeting 
cards give our community a sense of 
normalcy.  The dominant culture wants 
to make our relationships just about sex.  
But we’re normal people and we shop 
in the same stores.  Cards should be 
available for everyone to give to anyone.”  
Dina said,  “We can help change others’ 
life experiences.” ■

Teazled cards are available at six 
Albertsons in Las Vegas, 20 in Southern 
California and online: teazled.com
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If you are facing a domestic violence emergency, call 911.  For confidential help and 
referrals, call the Rainbow Hotline at 702-HELP4U2 (435-7482).  For more information 
on Mary Magdalene Friends, call 702-685-3859.  The Gender Justice Nevada hotline for 
domestic violence survivors is 702-425-QAVP (7287).  To contact Gender Justice Nevada, 
call 702-425-7288 or go to www.GJNV.org.  The Safe Nest hotline is 702-646-4981 or toll-
free at 1-800-486-7282.  To contact Community Counseling Center of Southern Nevada, 
call 702-369-8700 or go to cccofsn.wix.com/cccofsn.  For domestic violence survivors’ 
services, call Nevada 211.  

$50,000 in corporate and community 
sponsorships to help make their vision of 
Rainbow House a reality. 

Jane Heenan says Gender Justice 
Nevada is also launching a helpline for 
survivors of gender-based violence.  She 
says the helpline will have 20 trained 
survivor advocates taking calls, providing 
direct advocacy in settings such as 
hospitals and courts, and holding service 
providers accountable “to their legal 
requirement to offer culturally competent 
queer-inclusive services.” Gender Justice 
Nevada provides the only clinically 
facilitated queer-inclusive sexual assault 
survivor group in Southern Nevada.

Gender Justice Nevada has conducted 
trainings on domestic violence in the 
LGBTQ and gender non-conforming 
community for service providers such as 
Safe Nest and The Shade Tree.  However, 
Jane Heenan says that both agencies 
still lack specific policies and procedures 
for handling LGBTQ or gender non-
conforming victims of domestic violence.

Lisa Lynn Chapman, public information 
specialist for Safe Nest said that anyone 
who is a victim of domestic violence is 
eligible for the shelter’s services and 
will not be turned away.  Safe Nest is 
the As the sole provider of emergency 
protection orders,.  She said that all 
Safe Nest volunteers and staff receive 
40 hours of training on working with 
victims of domestic violence from the 
LGBTQ and other communities and that 
procedures are in place during intake 
to provide appropriate assistance for 
LGBT domestic violence victims.  Female 
identified survivors are housed in Safe 
Nest’s main women’s shelter, whereas 
male identified survivors are housed in 
secure locations off-site that provide all 
of the assistance services available at 
the main shelter.  Chapman said, “The 
underlying issues are the same for LGBTQ 
victims, but may present differently.”  
One issue she said is the fear of being 
‘outed.’  Chapman said hotlines that 
target specific communities are important 
because they provide callers an assurance 
of understanding.  However, she said, 
in smaller communities there can be 
“acquaintance density,” which increases 
the possibility that “you may know 
someone on the opposite end of the line” 
and that can create a reluctance to call a 
hotline for help.     

The Rev. Kathryn A. Obenour, co-pastor 
at Mary Magdalene Friends, says she 
initially had just thought her calling was 
to help women, the traditional victims of 
domestic violence.  But when she was 
asked to do the memorial service for 
Phil Wells, the popular bartender at The 
Garage, who was stalked and murdered by 
his ex-lover, she understood that she had 
a call to help everyone “including men, 
including LGBTQ, find a safe space when it 
is needed.”  

Ron Lawrence said that in same–
gender domestic violence it is often 
assumed that the abuse must be mutual 
because both individuals are the same 
sex.  Lawrence said that one myth about 
male-male domestic violence is that 
“men are just being men.”    Jane Heenan 
said when police are called they may 
misidentify LGBTQ domestic. She points 
out that in over 23% of LGBTQ domestic 
violence incidents involving the police, 
survivors alone or both survivors and 
perpetrators were arrested.   

Ron Lawrence says our community’s 
domestic violence has political 
implications in our fight for legal 
recognition of our relationships.  He 
said, “Domestic violence in heterosexual 
relationships doesn’t bring into 
question the validity of the relationships 
themselves.”  Lawrence said that for a 
community that is already oppressed, 
domestic violence adds another level of 
oppression. 

Jane Heenan says, “We should be 
acknowledging that some portions of 
our communities are excluded in ways 
that make domestic violence more 
likely.”  Heenan said that since our 
community feels powerless, we identify 
with those with privilege and stigmatize 
those in our community, such as racial 
and gender minorities and those with 
low social economic status, who do not 
conform to the privileged status.  Heenan 
said, “These processes include further 
violations of the most vulnerable persons 
in our communities.”  Persons of color 
constitute almost half of the total LGBTQ 
domestic violence survivors.  LGBTQ youth 
are the second most vulnerable group.  

The Rev. Sharon L. Darter, co-pastor 
of Mary Magdalene Friends, encourages 
them, “If you’ve run out of hope, you can 
borrow some of mine.” ■
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Alexander McQueen coat, gypsy Den Neckalace, 
Prada glasses, Alexis Bittar cuffs from Neiman 
Marcus, laruicci rings, Pour la Victoire shoes 
from DNA 2050.

PHotogrAPHer - Carlos Quiroz
stYlIst-Jimi Urquiaga

MAKe UP- Haley Buckner
HAIr- Dennis Marshall Cooper

MoDel- Milan Dixon

QSTYLE:
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Alexander McQueen Dress, laruicci Necklace, 
charlotte olympia shoes.

www.facebook.com/QVegasMagazine         3

Kimora -  Opening Ceremoney Dress at the Beckley Boutique at the Cosmopolitan, 
Jocelyn Fur Vest at Neiman Marcus at Fashion Show Mall, Haute Hippie Fur at 
Neiman Marcus at Fashion Show Mall, Earrings from Bebe at the Miracle Mile Shops 
and Boots  from  Bebe at the  Miracle Mile Shops

Valentino Bag, laruicci rings, laruicci earrings.
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Alexander McQueen Jacket, Alexander McQueen 
skirt, Alexander McQueen Belt, Alexander 
McQueen shoes.

www.facebook.com/QVegasMagazine         5

Alexander McQueen top from Meiman Marcus, 
givenchy shorts from Neiman Marcus, camilla 
skoovgard heels from Beckley, laruicci Necklaces, 
laruicci earrings, eddie Borgo cuffs.
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MALE BARTENDER
Benji Avery
Brandon Johnson
Brandon Michael
Cody Milligan
Ger Haro
Landon Heins
Mike Judkins
Pj Brazier
Rafael Reyes
Sean Baughman
T.J. Degenhardt

FEMALE BARTENDER
Alex Hernandez
Lori Hughes
Mindy Vasquez
Rosalie Sclafani
Zianna Lopez

TRANSGENDER/DRAG 
BARTENDER
ChiChi Dela Cruz
Desarae Pendavis
Desiree St. James
Diva Delefuente
Ginger Grant
Keyska Diva
Michelle Holiday
Nikita Lefemme
GAY BAR
Charlie’s
Drink & Drag
Escape Lounge
Flex
Freezone
Fun Hog
Piranha
Share
Spotlight Lounge
The Garage
DRAG SHOW
Charlie’s
Diva’s Las Vegas
DIViAnce with JewDi Vine
Drink & Drag
Flex

FreeZone
Goddess
Queens of Las Vegas
DRAG QUEEN
Kimora
Diana Prince
Indiah Ferrah
Lafierce Dancer-Dragqueen 
Paloma Makary
GAY NIGHTCLUB
8 1/2 & Piranha
Charlies
Drink & Drag
Krave
Revo Sunday
Share
STRAIGHT NIGHTCLUB
Marquee @The Cosmopolitan
Revolution @The Mirage
Tao @The Venetian
XS @Encore
GAY-FRIENDLY BAR
Artifice
Blue Martini
Chandelier Bar @ Cosmopolitan
Don’t Tell Mama’s
Drai’s
Insert Coins
Marquee
PT’s
Revolution
The Act
The Martini
Todd English Pub
Yard House
LESBIAN BAR/NIGHT
Booty Bar
Dollhaus
Freezone
Kitty Bar
POOL PARTY
Bagatelle @ Tropicana Las Vegas
Blue Moon
Matinee
Rumor
Temptation Sunday

RESTAURANT
Bacio
Binion’s Steak House
Biscayne
Brio
DW Bistro
eat
Firefly
Fogo De Chao
Genghis Grill
Jasmine at Bellagio
Mundo
STK
Sugar Factory
The Martini
Vintner Grill

BURGER
Burger Bar
Five Guys
In and Out
Smashburger
Stripburger

MALE DJ
Brett Rubin
DJ Axis
DJ Danny G
DJ JBray
DJ Mashup King
DJ Ricoché
DJ Scotty
DJ Wheat
Jason Davies
Jason McCollum
Mikey Swift
Nick Ayler

FEMALE DJ
Crykit
Jessica lazaro
Lady Fingers
Lisa Pittman

MALE ADULT FILM STAR
Brent Corrigan
Brent Everett
Christopher Daniels
Devon Pryce

Donnie Russo
James Deen
Jon Christopher Alexander
Mitch Vaughn
MJ Taylor
Seth Knight
Str8cam Jeff
Travis James
Zeb Atlas

LINGERIE / ADULT 
BOUTIQUE
Adult Superstore
Agent Provacateur
Bare Essentials
Deja Vu
Get Booked
The Rack

BREAKFAST SPOT
Black Bear Diner
Blueberry Hill
Cracked Egg
Crepe Expectations
Denny’s
Eat Las Vegas
Egg & I
Egg Works
Hash House a Go Go
Omelet House
The Cracked Egg

REGIONAL PRIDE EVENT
Denver
Long Beach
Palm Springs
San Diego
San Francisco

STEAKHOUSE

Biscayne Steak, Sea and Wine @
Tropicana
The Steakhouse @Circus Circus
Craft Steak @MGM Grand
Fogo De Chao
Mastro’s Ocean Club @Crystals
Mona mi Gabi
STACK @The Mirage
STK @The Cosmopolitan

And the Nominees Are

Vote Today!
qvegas.com/bestof

In December, QVegas called for nominations for the Best of QVegas awards. We received over 2,500 nominations. This list represents the fi nal nominees. Vote for your favorites online at 
qvegas.com/bestof from now until January 31st. Winners will be announced at a special event in February.

STRIPSTEAK @Mandalay Bay
Texas De Brazil

PARK
Desert Breeze
Dog Fanciers
Huntridge Circle
Sunset

BUFFET
Bacchanal Buffet
Bayside Buffet
Boulder Station
Green Valley Ranch
Luxor
M Buffett
Mandalay Bay
Rio
Silverton
Wicked Spoon
Wynn

THRIFT / SECONDHAND / 
CONSIGNMENT
Buffalo Exchange
Cash for Chaos
Colleens Consignment
Goodwill
New Vista
Savers

CONCERT VENUE
Boulevard Pool
Colosseum
House of Blues
Mandalay bay
MGM Grand Garden Arena
Pearl
The Joint
The Smith Center
HOTEL
Aria
Artisan
Cosmopolitan
Mandalay Bay
Mandarin Oriental
MGM Grand
NYNY
Rumor
Tropicana
Vdara
Venetian
Wynn

DOWNTOWN HOTEL
4 Queens
El Cortez
Golden Nugget
The D
The Plaza

SPA
Aria
Bathhouse
Entourage
glow
Hawk’s Gym
JW Marriott
Luxor

Qua
Spa Mandalay
WAX Hair Removal Bar

PLAYER’S CLUB
B Connected
Identity
Mlife
Station Casinos
Total Rewards
Trop Plus

CASINO
Aria
Cosmopolitan
Green Valley Ranch
Luxor
Mandalay Bay
MGM Grand
NYNY
Planet Hollywood
Red Rock
South Point
Tropicana
Venetian
Wynn

GO GO DANCER
Ashton Avalon
Jason Metzer
James Valentine
Brian Loveless
Chris Yanez
JD Phoenix
Kevin Mendoza
Michael O’Neal
Sean W. Bullington
Trevor Loritz
Zelkin Monroy

DOCTOR
Dr. Cade
Dr. Capobianco
Dr. Lipmann
Dr. Perozeck
Dr. Schultz
Dr. Wlodek

COFFEE SHOP
Blueberry Hill
Human Bean
Madhouse
Samba Latte
Starbucks
The Beat
Hiking Trail
Gold Strike Trail
Mary Jane Falls
Pine Creek at Red Rock
Red Rock
POLITICIAN
Barack Obama
Chris Giunchigliani
David Parks
Dina Titus
Harry Reid
James Healey
Shelley Berkley

TV REPORTER
Aaron Drawhorn
Blake McCoy
Chris Saldana
Christian Cazares
Mackenzie Warren
Rob Munoz
Sean McCallister
Spencer Lubitz

TV ANCHOR
Aaron Drawhorn
Chris Saldana
Lisa Remillard
Reed Cowan
Z Arab
CLUB PROMOTER
Brian Loveless
Dustin Cobb
Eduardo Cordova
Hidi
J.Son
Kris Grajeda
Sean W. Bullington
VOLUNTEER
Christopher Tong
Jorge Garcia-Solorio
Ron Quinn
Sean VanGorder
Sean W. Bullington
Thomas Lahey
Tony Clark
GROCERY STORE
Fresh & Easy
Glazier’s
Smith’s
Trader Joe’s
Whole Foods
TANNING SALON
Body Heat
Planet Beach
Sunkissed
Tan Factory
SALON
American Male
Mosaic
Sam’s Hair Salon
Solis Salon
WAX Hair Removal Bar
GYM
24 Hour
David Barton
Golds
LVAC
Planet Fitness
Sushi
Kaizen
Osaka
SIn City Sushi
Sushi Mon
Yama Sushi
NON-PROFIT
AFAN
Gender Justice Nevada
Golden Rainbow

Human Rights Campaign
I’m Positive Inc.
Las Vegas Pride
PLAN
Sin City Sisters
SNAPI
The Center
Three Square
FESTIVAL
Burning Man
EDC
First Friday
Las Vegas Pride
NCOD
San Gennero Feast
NEW YEAR’S EVE SPOT
Charlie’s
Downtown Las Vegas
Eiffel Tower at Paris
Entourage
Foundation Room
Fountains at Bellagio
Krave Massive
Share
The Center
The Strip
MALE MODEL
Alex Espinoza
Brian Loveless
Chris Mason
Jaymes Vaughan
Jon Howes
Justin Gagliardi
Michael Camerata
Michael O’Neal
Sean W. Bullington
Str8Cam Jeff
T.J. Degenhardt
FEMALE MODEL
Alex Espinoza
Barbara Palvin
Michelle Smith
Star Valdez
TRANSGENDER MODEL
Alex Espinoza
Chichi la rue
Keyska Diva
Lafierce Dancer-Dragqueen
Miko Michaels
SOCIAL EVENT
3rd Thursday
Black & White Party
Dash Friday at Backdoor
First Friday
HRC Gala
Kandiland
NCOD
Q Social
Red Dress
Temptation Sundays
Vegas Ntertainment

Vote Today!
qvegas.com/bestof
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Each year, the OutMusic Awards 
brings together top LGBT music 
talent, celebrities and creative 
industry professionals to celebrate 
the best recordings, performers and 
music industry contributions with a 
message of inclusion, equality and 
creative achievements. This was 
the first year of a three-year agree-
ment to host the OutMusic Awards at 
Planet Hollywood in Las Vegas.
The evening featured an eclectic 
array of performances by the Las 
Vegas Mass Choir, Frenchie Davis, 
Vicci Martinez, Diana King, B Slade, 
Jeffrey Straker , Love Darling and 
many more.
 Diedra Meredith, chairwoman for 
the OutMusic Awards and the LGBT 
Academy of Recording Arts (LARA) 
was thrilled with the weekend’s cel-
ebrations: “It’s our first year in Las 
Vegas and it was a great success.  
The team and I feel great.  We feel 

very proud.  We have a goal and a 
mission to bring these awards to the 
same level as other mainstream mu-
sic awards shows.  We feel strongly 
that Las Vegas is the place for that to 
happen.” 
Meredith is committed to the forward 
growth and development of the 
awards as a way to bring the LGBT 
community together.  Says Meredith, 
“One thing I really want to put out 
there is that we need - as a com-
munity - to support our own artists.  
These artists that sing same-gender 
loving songs and put our art out 
there.”
“There was a time in history when 
African-American recording artists 
were writing and singing their songs, 
but they didn’t have as much power 
as white recording artists at the 
time.  Often, other artists listened 
to their songs, appropriated their 
songs, and even appropriated the 

cultural dance movement of those 
songs,” adds Meredith.  “Nowadays, 
I look at mainstream artists who, in 
many ways, have exploited our cul-
ture.  Look at Madonna.  And we, as 
gay Americans, give away so much 
of who we are as a queer music 
culture. We give it away and at some 
point we have to claim it as our own, 
celebrating our own, honoring our 
own and recognizing our contribu-
tions. “
Matt Zarley, nominated for four 2012 
OutMusic Awards, won Album of 
the Year and Song of the Year for his 
album and song of the same name 
“Change Begins With Me”.  “Winning 
was kind of overwhelming and mov-
ing.  It really caught me off-guard,” 
says Zarley.  “This was my first year 
to be nominated and they (LARA) re-
ally welcomed me with open arms.  It 
was an amazing way to end the year.”

The 8th Annual Out Music Awards took place on Sunday, December 16th, at the PH Live Theater located in 
the Planet Hollywood Resort & Casino.  Las Vegas played host to top notch recording artists taking the stage 
to perform and celebrate LGBT music, culture and heritage. Artists from every musical genre gave stellar 
performances, sending a united message that music is music and love is for everyone.

AND THE WINNERS ARE...
8th Annual Out Music Awards Recap

Randy Slovacek is the author of The Randy Report, covering entertainment & political news of interest to the LGBT community.
Follow him at www.therandyreport.com.

[by Randy Slovacek]

ALBUM OF THE YEAR 
WINNER 

Matt Zarley 
“Change Begins With 

Me”

SINGLE OF THE YEAR
WINNER 

Matt Zarley 
“Change Begins With 

Me”

BEST ROCK SONG
WINNER 

Vicci Martinez
“Come Along” featuring 

Cee Lo Green

BEST POP SONG
WINNER 

Todd Alsup 
“The Only Thing”

BEST ALTERNATIVE SONG
WINNER 

Love Darling
 “Let Go”

BEST R&B/SOUL SONG - (TIE)
WINNER 
Nhojj 

“Live Your Life”
Winner 

B Slade 
“I’m Done” 

(feat. Yummy Bingham)

BEST DANCE/ELECTRONICA
WINNER 

Frenchie Davis 
“Loves Got A Hold On 

Me”

BEST FOLK/COUNTRY
WINNER 

 Antigone Rising 
“Everywhere Is Home”

BEST HIP-HOP/RAP SONG
WINNER 

KIN4Life “It’s Over 
Now”

VIDEO OF THE YEAR
WINNER 

Jeffery Straker “Slings 
and Arrows”

BEST SONG ON A 
SOUNDTRACK/
INSTRUMENTAL

WINNER 
Mark Barnes

 “Gabby’s Song” 
(A Tribute To Congresswoman 

Gabrielle Giffords)

BEST JAZZ/CABARET SONG
WINNER

Avi Wisnia 
“Maoz Tsur (Rock of 

Ages)

BEST SPIRITUAL/
INSPIRATIONAL SONG

WINNER - Jason Walker - 
“I Am Changing”

BEST SPOKEN WORD
WINNER 

Red Summer 
“Loose Woman”

BEST INTERNATIONAL SONG
WINNER 
Virago 

“Love Over Fear”

BIELLO-MARTIN LOVE SONG
WINNER 

Brett Every 
“What A Beautiful Day”

BEST PRODUCER OF THE YEAR
WINNER 

Michael V. Doane “Little 
Kid”

BEST CD COVER ARTWORK
WINNER 

Rachael Sage “Haunted 
By You”

SONICBIDS HUMANITARIAN 
SONGWRITER OF THE YEAR

WINNER 
Frankie Love 

“Now Is The Time”

COMPLETE LIST OF THE 2012 OUTMUSIC AWARD WINNERS:
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renchie Davis first appeared in the public spotlight during the second season of American Idol.  That 
exposure began a journey that’s since taken her across the country and to Broadway, starring in a national 
tour of Dreamgirls as “Effie White” and four years in the Broadway production of  RENT.  She became a 
Grammy-nominated artist for her involvement in the revival of Ain’t Misbehavin’.
In 2011, she joined Team Christina on THE VOICE and was one of the top four finalists.  She then performed 

on a U.S. summer tour with the top eight finalists.  
For her recent dance single “Love’s Got A Hold On Me,” she won ‘Best Dance/Electronica Song’ Award at the 2012 
OutMusic Awards in Las Vegas.
While preparing to perform at the awards, we had a chance to sit down and talk with Frenchie about her music, life, 
inspiration and goals.

Q&A[ by Randy Slovacek ]

QVegas: Congratulations on your 
OutMusic Awards nomination for 
Best Dance/Electronica Song “Love’s 
Got A Hold On Me.”

Frenchie: Thank you!  Thank you very 
much!

Q:  Everyone knows you as “Frenchie 
Davis, the fabulous voice.”  Do you 
ever feel pressure to live up to “the 
legend” of your voice?

FD:  (Laughing) You know, I just get 
up there and do what I do.  I genuinely 
love to sing.   I love music.  I’ve been 
singing my whole life, and I love being 
on stage.  So I get up, do what I do and 
hope people will love it.

Q:  One of the things that’s striking 
about your voice is a lot of people with 
big voices don’t necessarily have the 
control, fluidity, or suppleness that 
you do.  You never sound heavy or 
heavy-handed.

FD:  I’ve always been of the philosophy 
that just because you have a big voice, 
you don’t have to beat people over the 
head with it.  I think that most times, 
the listener just wants to hear a good 
melody and a good voice.  So I pick 

and choose my battles vocally.  

When I recorded “Loves Got A Hold 
On Me,” I knew that I was going to 
keep the belting to the choruses and 
leave it simple on the verses to let 
them (the listener) breathe so they 
can dance and enjoy it.

FD:  Also, I’ve spent my life listening 
to the best - Donna Summer, Freddie 
Mercury, and Whitney Houston.  
Singers who sang their asses off but 
weren’t beating you over the head.  
They allowed you to enjoy the beauty 
of their instrument.

Q:  Do you have a special regimen 
when you’re on a performing 
schedule?

FD:  I try to be mindful of what I do 
with my voice during the day.  I never 
drink alcohol before singing.  I try to 
avoid dairy altogether.  I also avoid 
salt as that can have a negative effect 
on the voice.

Mostly I try to take care of my voice 
because I see it as a gift from God.  So I 
try to respect that.

Q:  You mentioned Whitney Houston, 
who was one of the great singers of 

our time.  But I felt that when she 
released her last album a bit of the 
gift had been diminished; that she 
hadn’t taken care of the gift that was 
her voice.  That made me sad.

FD:  I was a huge Whitney fan, too.  
It was heartbreaking to hear the 
changes in her voice.

It is a gift to be respected.  Broadway 
taught me that.   You have to do eight 
shows a week.  There’s no auto-tune.  
There are no retakes. That’s one of 
the things I love about Broadway: the 
discipline that it teaches you.  

I personally think every singer should 
do at least one Broadway show in 
their career.  It teaches you how to 
control your instrument, how to be 
disciplined, how to hold back or give 
more depending on the moment.

I’m hoping to hold on to my voice as 
long as I can, and leave the planet the 
way Ella Fitzgerald did.  You know, 
she sang beautifully right up to the 
very end. 

Q:  I recently saw a video of her 
presenting at the Grammy Awards 
one year and she scatted the list of 

nominees flawlessly!

She is the First Lady of Song for a reason!  

Q:  Now, “Love’s Got A Hold On Me” is the 
first single of what will be your first full CD.  
Can you give us any details about when the 
CD will be released?

FD:  As you said, this was the first single, 
and single number two will be released in 
early 2013.  I’m thinking the full CD will be 
released by summer.  

Summer is a good time to release a CD and 
then get out and tour.

Exactly.  I always do my Pride tour each 
summer, so I figure it’s a good time to get 
the boys ready for it.

Q:  You know the gays love you!

FD:  And I love them too!

Q:  Speaking of love, this past summer you 
publicly came out as bisexual.  What was 
that experience/process like for you?  Were 
you worried about how it might affect your 
career?

FD:  It’s so interesting because among my 
family and friends, it’s never been a secret.  
I had my first conversation about sexuality 
with my mother when I was sixteen.  I said 
to her “I like boys, but I think I’m attracted to 
girls, too.” So it was never a secret with my 

family and friends.  My dad loves my partner 
like his own daughter.

But there is a difference between being 
honest and open with your family and being 
open with the public allowing media scrutiny.  
I never really planned on having a big “coming 
out” because I figured everyone already 
knew, but I was in an interview earlier this 
year with a gay reporter and I could tell he 
was trying to back me into a corner about 
this.  In that moment, I knew I wasn’t going 
to play “the game” of giving ambiguous 
answers about who I am.  I believe people 
should be able to be who they are and not 
have to apologize for it.  So I said “Yes, I am 
in a lesbian relationship with a woman who is 
very loving and supportive, and I’m not going 
to lie about it.  So print whatever you want in 
your newspaper.”

And that became the headline – Frenchie 
Davis Came Out. (laughing)

Q:  I think it means a lot, especially to 
younger people to see someone they 
admire embrace the issue.

FD:  Thank you.  Inspiring young people is a 
life goal of mine.  I’d like to know that when 
I leave this earth I’ll have done something 
positive.

I know, for example, there are a lot of young 
girls out there who are told they can’t 

‘make it’ because they aren’t enough.  Not 
thin enough, not pretty “enough”, not black 
enough, not white enough.  We live in a world 
that tries to convince young people that they 
have to fit in this little box to be successful.  
If they don’t fit in that box, there’s a message 
that there’s something wrong with them.  
And there’s nothing wrong with them.  God 
doesn’t make mistakes.  We’re all supposed 
to be unique and special.  And that’s my 
message – love who you are, own who you 
are and don’t apologize for it.

Q:  Watching you onstage - the way you 
move, the way your carry yourself - I get a 
clear sense that you are very comfortable 
in your own skin; that you like who you are.

FD:  You have to love yourself.  In the face 
of people telling you why you shouldn’t, you 
have to love yourself.  And, you know, they’ll 
catch on.  

It’s an everyday journey.  I’m not saying my 
feelings don’t get hurt if someone says or 
prints something mean about me.  They can 
call me fat if they want, but I’m still going to 
be fabulous.  And I’ll still love myself.  Maybe 
I love myself in defiance.  (laughs)

Frenchie Davis’ award-winning single, 
“Love’s Got A Hold On Me,” is available on 
iTunes and all digital download outlets.

www.FrenchieDavis.org

Randy Slovacek is the author of The Randy Report, covering entertainment & political news of interest to the LGBT community. 
Follow him at www.therandyreport.com.

Do you ever feel pressure to live up 
to “the legend” of your voice?

I just get up there and do what 
I do.  I genuinely love to sing.   I 
love music. 
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OUT FOR BUSINESS

Q
B
A

Q INC.
Life Insurance for LGBT/Same–Sex Couples
By lydia toscano-corbett, lUtcf
liberty Mutual Personal lines Insurance Advisor.

for more information or to join, visit qvegasba.com

Want to Advertise in QVegas?

(702) 650-0636
sales@qvegas.com
The deadline for QVegas Magazine is the 

15th of every month!

Love is love.  Often with 
my clients I like to use the 
phrase “Life Insurance  is 
Love Insurance.” But what 
does that mean?  The actual 
defi nition of life insurance 
is a financial contract that 
protects an individual’s 
dependents in the case of his 
or her death. 

For LGBT and same–sex couples, 
life insurance planning should 
always be part of your fi nancial 
planning.  Yes... another “contract” 
to enter.  It may seem stressful, 
but working with the right life 
insurance agent will help make 
the process easier.  A professional life insurance agent will help you to 
determine the total amount of coverage and the type of life insurance 
needed to provide a solution within your budget.  

Here are three reasons LGBT same–sex couples should talk with their 
life insurance agent today:

1. FINAL EXPENSES:  The average cost of a basic burial ceremony 
can be upwards of between $7,000 to $10,000.* Remember that 
fi nal expenses can also include fi nal medical expenses as well.

2. INCOME REPLACEMENT: Protect those that count on you 
fi nancially.  If you and your partner have any shared assets or 
debts, life insurance can ease the fi nancial burden.  Income 
replacement is especially important if you depend on your 
partner’s higher income to cover expenses.  

3. PEACE OF MIND: In a lot of cases, we think of planning for death 
as morbid, but life insurance is designed to bring peace of mind.  
Life insurance can protect your partner, your family, and any 
dependents you have.  Nothing can replace you in their hearts, 
but planning ahead with life insurance can make things a little 
easier for those you leave behind.  

So if you love someone, take care of them.  Sit down with your partner 
and life insurance agent to develop a life insurance plan that will bring 

solutions during a time of need.

*source funeralconsumer.org

QBA Membership
There are 6 membership levels 
available along with sponsorhip 
opportuntiies.

Corporate Membership
For organizations that want to maximize 
their involvement with QBA while getting 
the most exposure for their company. 
($1,000/yr)

Premier Membership
Ideal for a company that would prefer a 
greater presence in QBA. This membership 
builds upon the Business Membership level. 
($750/yr)

Business Membership
For independent business owners or lone 
representative of a larger company that 
plans to engage in business development 
and networking. ($500/yr)

Association & Non-Profi t Membership
Designed and specially priced for 
associations and other nonprofi t 
organizations. ($250/yr)

Individual Membership
For individuals who are interested 
in networking, meeting like-minded 
professionals and business development. 
($175/yr) 

Student Membership
Meeting future employers, professional 
enrichment, scholarship and volunteer 
opportunities are just a few of the benefi ts 
to joining the Chamber while in school. 
($50/yr)
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17  ENTOURAGE VEGAS

18  HAWKS GYM

702-650-9193

702-731-4295

www.entouragevegas.com

www.hawksgymlv.com
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1    FLEX  

2    ESCAPE LOUNGE

3    CHARLIES

4    SHARE NIGHTCLUB

5    SNICKS PLACE

6    FUNHOG RANCH

7    BACKDOOR LOUNGE

8    THE GARAGE

9    GOODTIMES

10  LAS VEGAS “EAGLE”

11  FREEZONE 

12  GIPSY’S  

13  8 1/2 & PIRAHANA ULTRA LOUNGE

14  LAS VEGAS LOUNGE

15  BADLANDS SALOON

16  SPOTLIGHT LOUNGE

702-385-3539

702-364-1167

702-876-1844

702-258-2861

702-385-9298

702-791-7001

702-385-2018

702-440-6333

702-736-9494

702-458-8662

702-794-2300

702-731-1919

702-791-0100

702-737-9350

702-792-9262

702-431-9775

24/7

24/7

24/7

VIP

24/7
BINGO

24/7

VIP24/7

VIP24/7

VIP24/7 BINGO

24/7
BINGO

VIP24/7
BINGO

VIP

VIP
BINGO

BINGO

24/7

call for more information

VIP24/7

BAR/NIGHT CLUBS

SPA/GYM

QNIGHTLIFE
VIP

24/7 OPEN 24 hours 7 days a week

Offers bottle/VIP service

Gaming Available

DJ/Dance floor

Cover Charge

Ladies Night - Call for details

Karoake Night - Call for details

BINGO Night - Call for details
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ACCOMMODATIONS
QVegas is available at most hotels on the Las 
Vegas Strip. Ask your concierge for a copy.

ADULT RETAIL
Fantasy World 
Peep Land 
Déjà Vu Love Boutique 
Erotic Heritage Museum 
Industrial Book 
Adult World
Bare Essentials
Lady “C” Leather  
Sinderella’s Adult Store
Adult Déjà Vu Emporium Ave  
A-Action Adult & Video
The Rack 
Desert Adult Books 
Red Chrome Adult Superstore
Rancho Adult Ent. Center
Price Video
Get Booked

DINING & FOOD
Whole Foods
Crazy Pita
Republic Kitchen
The Cupcakery
Whole Foods
Mundo (World Market Center)
Qdoba Mexican Grill
The Arts Factory
Freakin’ Frog 
The Coffee Bean
MadHouse Coffee
Hussong’s Cantina (Mandalay Place) 
The Cupcakery 

GAY BARS, NIGHTLIFE, GYMS
Escape Lounge
FLEX Las Vegas 
Charlie’s Las Vegas 
SHARE Nightclub 
Spotlight Lounge
Snick’s Place 
Backdoor Lounge
Badlands Saloon 
Funhog Ranch (Max Bett’s)
The Garage
Goodtimes Bar & Nightclub
Las Vegas “Eagle” 
FreeZone Las Vegas 

Gipsy’s Las Vegas
8 1/2 & Piranha Ultra Night Lounge 
Entourage Vegas
Hawks Gym

ORGANIZATIONS
Green Valley Library
W. Charleston Library
Spring Valley Library
E Flamingo Library
Whitney Library
Sunrise Library
Enterprise Library
Las Vegas Library
Summerlin Library
Rainbow Library
Nevada State Democratic Party
AFAN
The Center LV
Metropolitan Community Church
UNLV Student Union   
Golden Rainbow
Charleston Heights Arts Center
 

NOW AVAILABLE AT MOST SMITHS
     

RETAIL
Charleston Antique Mall
Retro Vegas
Funk House
Paradise Mini Mart
Rick’s Smoke Shop
Sam Ash Music
Buffalo Exchange
Zia Records Exchange
FCUK Planet Hollywood (Mircle Miles Shop) 
Glazier’s Marketplace
Halloween Mart
   

SERVICES
Blush Salon
Showtime Car Wash (Mandalay Place)
American Male Salon
Bronzed
Wax Hair Removal Bar
Kim Vo Salon (The Mirage Resort & Casino) 
Alexandria’s Salon (Flamingo Hotel)
Mandara Salon (Paris Resort & Casino)

DISTRIBUTION
QVegas has amazing and loyal business supporters, partially listed below. 
Please patronize these businesses as often as possible, grab the QVegas 
Magazine and tell them QVegas sent you. 

QVEGAS MAGAZINE DISTRIBUTION
D
IS

T
R
IB

U
T
IO

N

ADULT
Deja Vu’s Adult Emporium
4335 W. Tropicana 
Las Vegas, NV 89103
702-367-8002

APPAREL
Family Apparel
7398 Cedar Ridge St.
Las Vegas, NV 89147
702-378-3348
www.familyapparrellv.com

AUTOMOTIVE
A Accentrick Tint
702-248-TINT or 702-606-9660 
www.accentricktint.com
Mercedes-Benz Of Henderson
Ray Burke 
925 Auto Show Drive 
Henderson, NV 89014 
702-485-3000 
www.mbofhenderson.com 
rburke@mbofhenderson.com

BARS/NIGHTCLUBS
SPOTLIGHT LOUNGE
957 E. Sahara Ave.
Las Vegas, NV 89104
(702) 431-9775

CARRIAGE RIDES
Horse Around Town Carriage Rides
Maribeth Jalepes
Las Vegas, Nevada 89148
702-445-8190
www.horsearoundtown.com

COFFEE
MadHouse Coffee Shop
8470 W. Desert Inn Rd.
Las Vegas, NV 89117
702-360-4232

CONSULTING
TWWIC Consulting
Robert/Bobbi Davidson/Drake
(702) 882 4007
empressxv@aol.com
www.bobbidrake.com

FINANCIAL SERVICES 
Merrill Lynch
John Leveritt I Mary Beth Chavez
400 S Rampart #300 LV,Nv 89145
702-341-2080

HOME AND GARDEN
Las Vegas Tile Importers
3575 S. Decatur Blvd. 
LV, NV 89103 
702-253-7062 
www.lvtile.com

ProDesign
702-372-9712
prodesignlv.com

HOTELS/RESORTS/CASINOS
INNdulge Hotel Palm Springs
601Grenfall Rd.
Palm Springs, CA 92264
760-327-1408
Luxor Hotel & Casino
3900 Las Vegas Blvd S. 
Las Vegas, NV 89119 
(800) 876-0006 
www.luxor.com
MGM Resorts International
mgmresorts.com

HOUSEKEEPING
Rhino’s Maid
9050 Gleannon Ave
Las Vegas, NV 89148
702-743-9812

INSURANCE
AAA of Las Vegas
David Gale
702-577-9124
david.gale@goaaa.com
JPG Insurance
Jeremy Tyler 
11411 Southern Highlands Pkwy, #320 
LV, NV 89141 
702-204-3484
Liberty Mutual Group
Lydia Toscano-Corbett
9005 S. Pecos Rd.; Suite 2530
Henderson, NV 89074
702-736-8611 ext.58075
lydia.toscano@libertymutual.com
www.libertymutual.com/lm/lydiatoscano
Nationwide Insurance
3620 N. Rancho Ste., 102
Las Vegas, NV 89130
702-445-7451

LEGAL
The Cleary Law Firm
Peter Cleary
1212 S. Casino Center Blvd. 
Las Vegas, NV 89104
702-275-4002
petercleary@sincitydefense.com

PHOTOGRAPHY
Laughter in the Lens
7225 Bermuda Road, Suite D
Las Vegas, NV 89119
702-858-5264
www.LaughterintheLens.com
www.Lindaqphotography.com

PUBLISHING
QLV Holdings, Inc.
7635 Dean Martin Drive, #200 
Las Vegas, NV 89139
702-650-0636 
wwwlvgyp.com

REAL ESTATE/LENDING
iMortgage | Jim Losell
9139 W. Russell Rd., Ste. 100 
Las Vegas, NV 89148
702-322-0410
jim.losell@imortgage.com
Prudential Americana Group Realtors
Felipe Crook 
7454 W. Sahara Ave Suite #100 LV, NV 89117
702-362-1111 
elipe@felipecrook.com 
www.felipecrook.com

RESTAURANTS/FOOD SERVICE
Crazy Pita
2225 Village Walk Dr., Ste. 175 
Henderson, NV 89052 
702-869-7482
www.crazypita.com
Hard Rock Cafe
Hard Rock Hotel
4475 Paradise Road 
Las Vegas, NV 89169 
702-733-8400 
Hard Rock Cafe 
Las Vegas-Strip 
3771 S. Las Vegas Blvd
Las Vegas, NV. 89109
702-733-7625
www.hardrock.com
Paymon’s Mediterranean Cafe
4163 S. Maryland Pkwy.
Las Vegas, NV 89119
702-731-6030

WEDDING
Horse Around Town Carriage Rides
Maribeth Jalepes
Las Vegas, Nevada 89148
702-445-8190
mb@horsearoundtown.com.

QVEGAS BUSINESS ALLIANCE MARKETPLACE

Join the New QBA today. 
Corporate, Premier, and Business members receive 
a free listing in the QBA Marketplace every month.

www.qvegasba.com

QVegas Business Alliance is a Nevada 
non-profi t corporation and is in process 
of becoming an affi liated LGBT Chamber 
of Commerce with the National Gay & 
Lesbian Chamber of Commerce. Our 
mission is to advocate, promote and 
facilitate the success of LGBT and ally 
businesses in the Las Vegas Valley and 
Southern Nevada region.

QBA membership is open to any business 
organization or individual in the Las Vegas 
area. Whether you are a small business 
owner or an individual working for a 
business that is LGBT-owned or an ally-
owned business or employee serving LGBT 
customers, you are welcome to join.

QVEGAS BUSINESS ALLIANCE, INC.
7635 Dean Martin Drive, Suite 200

Las Vegas, NV 89139
(702) 727-1800

www.qvegasba.com

The New QBA
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CRUISING DIRECTORYCAM CHAT MEMBER VIDEOS

Horny? Hookup with local gay and bi men.

Hot ’n horny 
hookups.

Weekends $149
Dec. 1 Through Jan 31, 2013

(Holidays Excluded)

1-­888-­MegaMatesTM

24/7  Customer  Care  1(888)634.2628      18+      ©2012  PC  LLC      2306

702.932.7373702.932.7373
Laughlin:  702.989.0600

Los  Angeles:  213.316.1006

Phoenix:  602.993.4567

Las  Vegas

FREE  to  listen  and  reply  to  ads!

FREE  CODE:  Q  VEGAS

www.MegaMatesMen.com

Laughlin:  702.989.0600

Los  Angeles:  213.316.1006

Phoenix:  602.993.4567

MONDAYS: BOYS NIGHT

18-25 $5 LOCKERS

TUESDAYS: LATIN NIGHT

$10 LOCKERS | DJ ORLANDO

WISE WEDNESDAYS 

40+ $7 LOCKERS | $12 ROOMS

THURSDAYS: DARK AND DOUBLE

BUY A ROOM GET A FREE LOCKER

FRIDAY & SATURDAYS

PACKED HOUSE - DJ 10PM - 2 AM
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The Last Word:

A Marriage Like Any Other

As an attorney, I am usually in the 
business of telling my clients’ 
stories, but I have recently   had 

the opportunity to tell my own, as one 
of the plaintiffs in Lambda Legal’s 
federal lawsuit seeking the freedom to 
marry for same-sex couples in Nevada.  

I can sum up the three reasons 
why I am participating in this lawsuit:  
their names are Adele, Evan, and 
Emily.  Adele is the love of my life, and 
Evan and Emily are our two beautiful 

children.  We are a family like any 
other, and yet the law treats us as 
outsiders, encouraging others to do 
the same.  

For example, shortly after Emily was 
born, Adele and I had to rush her to the 
emergency room—a nightmare for any 
parent—where we were initially told 
that only one of us could actually go 
with Emily into the emergency room, 
making an already stressful situation 
even worse.  It was only after Adele and 
I explained to hospital staff that both of 
us were Emily’s legal parents because 
we were registered as domestic 
partners, a status that confers the 
rights and responsibilities of spouses, 
that we were both allowed access.  The 
word “marriage” says “we are family” 
in a way that nothing else does, and it’s 
especially important in those moments 
of crisis.

Likewise, when our son Evan was 
born, a hospital social worker refused 
to list me on the relevant forms, which 
caused Evan’s birth certificate to be 
returned with a blank for the second 
parent.  It then took over a year to fix 
his birth certificate to list me as one 
of his parents.  The entire process 
was demoralizing and could have 
been avoided if Nevada simply treated 
Adele and me as a married couple, 
rather than consigning us to the novel, 
secondary and little-understood status 
of domestic partnership.

Because they were only babies at the 
time, Emily and Evan won’t remember 
any of these experiences, but one 
day soon they will be old enough to 
appreciate the fact that their parents 
have been deemed unworthy of 
marriage in the eyes of Nevada.  That 
is a conversation no parent should 
have to have with his or her child.  The 
love that bonds our family is as strong 
as any other, and the law should treat 
our families equally.

 In November 2012, we 
received a disappointing ruling 
from the trial court, which is now 
on appeal.  The court said that if 
same-sex couples were permitted 
to marry, “it is conceivable that a 
meaningful percentage of heterosexual 
persons would cease to value the 
civil institution as highly.”  I am quite 
confident that my love for Adele and 
our children, and my desire to express 
that love through marriage, does not 
dilute anyone else’s relationship in 
any way.  Equally important, our civil 
rights are not and should never be at 
the mercy of private disapproval or 
the misguided belief that lesbian and 
gay couples would somehow taint the 
institution of marriage.  Adele and I 
believe that equality will prevail in the 
end, and we are grateful to play our 
small role in helping to turn the wheels 
of justice in the right direction. ■

[ by Tara D. Newberry ]

One day soon they will be old enough to appreciate the fact that their parents have been deemed 
unworthy of marriage in the eyes of Nevada.

Lambda legal has eight Nevada 
same–sex couples signed on as plain-
tiffs in the suit, Sevcik v. Sandoval. 
Tara Newberry and Adele Terranova 
are two women among that group 
who married in California in 2008, 
when same–sex unions were being 
performed in that state. Their mar-
riage license in 2009 were not recog-
nize in Nevada because of a constitu-
tional amendment passed by Nevada 
voters to defi ne marriage as only 
between a man and woman. With that 
law, it allowed Nevada gay couples to 
enter domestic partnerships —not a 
marriage. As of late, courts have since 
ruled against these plaintiffs, uphold-
ing Nevada’s marriage equality ban. 
Lambda legal will appeal. 

MARRIAGE EQUALITY 
NEVADA 

Sevcik v. Sandoval 
Summary
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