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Simply delicious and healthful

fOOd made from SC"'G"Ch

Menu Highlights

Made-To-Order Sandwiches and Smoothies
Grab-N-Go Salads and Sides
Fresh Baked Sweets, Full Espresso Bar

The LGBTQ Sandwich
The best BLT in Downtown Las Vegas

The Tree of Life Pita Sandwich (Vegan)
Bursting with flavor and our best selling sandwich

The Southwestern Las Vegan Salad (Vegan)
Featuring our housemade Seitan

The Vegan Gluten Free /Cheese” Cake (Vegon)
Choose from strawberry, mango, lemon, passionfruit,
and espresso mochanut

The Coconut Almond Blended (Vegan)

The Raw Superfoods Blended (Vegon)
Available with Raw Cacao or Matcha Green Tea

The Strawberry Cookie (Vegun)
The Malted Hot Chocolate Cookie
The Watermelon Chia Water (Vegan)

The Blueberry Boy Bait (Vegon)

79 Check out our full menu and daily specials at
'_i www.facebook.com/bronzecafelv e I >
Check out our 5-Star Reviews on Yelp! y p

Inside THE CENTER | 401 S Maryland Pkwy | Las Vegas, Nevada 89101 | 702-202-3100
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a note from
our Editor

ast month we were so
Lanxious for the Supreme

Court’s ruling on DOMA
and Prop 8. We'd hoped to
hear a ruling before press
but inevitably it happened
sometime after. So this issue
we celebrate those wins
with an issue dedicated to
relationships. On the cover, Las
Vegas headliner Frank Marino
shares the news that he and his
partner of 20 years will tie knot.
It's about time.

A win is a win but for some of us Arlene Cooper at the 30th Anniversary
in states where gay marriage is banned Dinner Gala. International superstars
or not yet legal, including Nevada, Tony & Lloyd will host dinner and

we recognize the court fell short cocktails at the Grand Ballroom at

of recognizing same-sex marriage. Circus Circus to honor and celebrate
Section 2 of DOMA still absolves states  our pride.

from having to recognize same-sex
marriages that happen in other states.
I am no legal buff so we've enlisted
the help of our friends James M. Dauvis,
Esqg. and John Cereso, Esq. to outline
exactly what the Courts rulings mean
for lovers in Nevada.

Rounding out this issue CJ scored an
interview with R&B singer Ciara on her
self-titled album Ciara. Michael Barbieri
activates his sweet tooth Lakeside

at Wynn and our publisher Russ

White shares his vision one year after
purchasing QVegas in the “Last Word.”

oy —

Janise “Noah” Henderson

The count down to turn the city out
has officially begun. The annual
Southern Nevada Association of PRIDE
kicks off 30 years of Las Vegas PRIDE
at Charlie’s Las Vegas on August

31. But first, we will be honoring
community champion Phyllis James,
community pioneers Kelly & Michael
Smith, and heart of the community

twitter.com/noahsartark

facebook.com/janise.noah.henderson

Like us on Facebook (facebook.com/qvegasmagazine) and follow us on Twitter (@qvegas) to be the first to know about our new
events and possibly participate in upcoming @Vegas stories. By joining the #QCrew social network you can also get a chance
to win some exciting giveaways throughout the year.

| WANT TO HEAR YOUR THOUGHTS

Do you have something on your mind? Do you have something to say about an
article in QVegas or any topic of interest to our readers? Do you have an idea
for a future story? I want to hear from you! Simply send an e-mail to Editor@

QVegas.com. Letters to the Editor may be printed in a future issue if signed and

may be edited for clarity or length.
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LAS VEGAS LGBT NEWS
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DAY OF EQUALITY

by James M. Davis, Esq. and John E. Cereso, Esq.

June 26, 2013 is a date that all Americans should celebrate as the Day of Equality. In two landmark decisions from the United States Supreme
Court, the LGBTQ community took a huge leap towards marriage equality. In a nutshell, the Court upheld two lower court decisions that
recognized marriage equality. First came the decision in United States v. Windsor (DOMA), in which the Court ruled that Section 3 of the
Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA) was unconstitutional under the Fifth Amendment’s Equal Protection Clause. Then, just minutes later, the
Court held in Hollingsworth v. Perry (Prop 8) that the proponents of California’s Proposition 8 lacked standing to appeal a federal court's
decision that to ban marriage equality was unconstitutional under the Fourteenth Amendment’s Equal Protection Clause. Celebrations in
hundreds of communities across America began, while anti-LGBTQ factions screamed foul. Within minutes, if not seconds, questions arose
regarding the impact of the decisions on all LGBTQ Americans. We will attempt to answer some of those questions in this article; however, a
brief explanation of the difference between the Fifth and Fourteenth Amendments and of the two cases is in order.

FIFTH AND FOURTEENTH AMENDMENTS OF
THE UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION

Without getting bogged down in what
constitutional legal scholars around the country
have been debating for over a hundred years, it
is important to know the differences between the
Fifth and Fourteenth Amendments. In general,
the Fifth Amendment prevents the federal
government from depriving “person[s] ... of life,
liberty or property, without due process of law.”
The Fourteenth Amendment expanded those
protections to state and local governments and
included that, “No State shall ... deprive any person
of life, liberty, or property, without due process of
law; nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction
the equal protection of the laws.” Of note is that
both amendments include the term liberty, which
over the years has included the fundamental
right to marry. To summarize: every government
body in the United States must treat everyone
equally under the law; this includes everyone’s
fundamental liberty interest including their right
to marry—although the Supreme Court went to
great lengths in their ruling to specify that they
were not ruling on state-based DOMA type laws.

UNITED STATES V. WINDSOR (DOMA)

In 2007, Edith Windsor and Thea Spyer decided
to solemnize their 45-year long-term relationship
by getting married in Ontario, Canada. The couple
resided in New York, where they were unable to
get married, but the state did recognize marriages
that were validly entered in other jurisdictions. In
2009, Thea Spyer passed away leaving her entire
estate to Edith Windsor. Under the federal estate
tax law, married couples do not have to pay an
estate tax when one of the spouses passes away
unless the size of the estate exceeds a certain
threshold value. However, DOMA prevented the
federal government from recognizing Edith and
Thea's marriage, resulting in Edith owing $363,053
in federal estate tax.

10  QVEGAS.COM

Edith filed suit in Federal Court, contending that
her Fifth Amendment right to equal protection
was violated by DOMA. The United States District
Court for the Southern District of New York
agreed, prompting an appeal in the United States
Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit. The
Second Circuit upheld
the lower court's
decision that DOMA
did violate Edith’s
Fifth Amendment
rights. This Decision
was appealed to

the Supreme Court,
resulting in a landmark decision in which Justice
Anthony Kennedy, writing for the majority, j
stated:

The liberty protected by the Fifth
Amendment’s Due Process Clause contains
within it the prohibitions against denying to
any person the equal protection of the laws.
(page 25)

DOMA's principal effect is to identify a subset
of state- sanctioned marriages and make
them unequal. The principal purpose is to
impose inequality, ... Responsibilities, as well
as rights, enhance the dignity and integrity of
the person. And DOMA contrives to deprive
some couples married under the laws of their
State, but not other couples, of both rights and
responsibilities. ..... (page 22)

DOMA singles out a class of persons deemed
by a State entitled to recognition and
protection to enhance their own liberty. It
imposes a disability on the class by refusing
to acknowledge a status the State finds to
be dignified and proper. DOMA instructs
all federal officials, and indeed all persons
with whom same-sex couples interact,
including their own children, that
their marriage is less worthy than
the marriages of others. The federal
statute is invalid ....(page 25)



The decision held that Section 3 of the
Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA) was
unconstitutional, requiring the Federal
Government to extend the same benefits
to all married couples regardless of gender
or sexual orientation. President Obama,
almost immediately, instructed all federal
agencies to revise their policies and
practices to comply with the decision thus
extending the over 1,100 federal benefits
of marriage to everyone that has validly
entered a marriage. Interestingly, in the
short time since the ruling was handed
down, most federal agencies have diligently
begun the transition process, and in fact,
the first press release from a federal agency
was from the Department of Defense,
stating that they would begin providing
same sex married partners military spousal
benefits almost immediately.

HOLLINGSWORTH V. PERRY (PROP 8)

In November 2008, the people of
California passed a ballot initiative
known as Proposition 8. This proposition
amended the California Constitution
to limit marriages to those between a
man and a woman only. The California
Supreme Court held that the Proposition
was properly enacted under California
law and added that, since
domestic partnerships in
California bestowed all of the

same rights of a marriage except for
the designation of “marriage,” same-sex
couples were not deprived of any rights.

Two same-sex couples filed suit in
federal court claiming that the proposition
violated their equal protection rights under
the Fourteenth Amendment of the United
States Constitution. The State of California
decided not to defend the law in court but
the proponents of Prop 8 intervened (joined
the suit) to defend the proposition. After a
lengthy trial, Federal Court Judge Vaughn
Walker concluded:

Proposition 8 fails to advance any
rational basis in singling out gay men and
lesbians for denial of a marriage license.
Indeed, the evidence shows Proposition
8 does nothing more than enshrine in
the California Constitution the notion
that opposite-sex couples are superior
to same-sex couples. Because California
has no interest in discriminating against
gay men and lesbians, and because
Proposition 8 prevents California from
fulfilling its constitutional obligation to
provide marriages on an equal basis,
the court concludes that Proposition 8 is
unconstitutional.

Thus, marriage equality existed in
California. The proponents
of Prop 8 appealed the
decision to the United
States Court of Appeals
for the Ninth Circuit, which
eventually upheld Judge
Walker’s decision, stating:

Proposition 8, in the court’s view, violated
the Equal Protection Clause because it
served no purpose but to impose upon
gays and lesbians, through the public
law, a majority’s private disapproval of
them and their relationships.

The case was then appealed to the United
States Supreme Court, where the Supreme
Court determined that the proponents of
Prop 8 (interveners) were not harmed by
the Walker decision and therefore they had
no right (standing) to appeal. This decision
essentially nullified the Ninth Circuit's
decision and restated marriage equality
in California. A few days later, after the
Ninth Circuit lifted the stay on marriages,
marriages of same-sex couples resumed in
California.

IMPACT ON NEVADANS

So what does this mean to those of us
that live in Nevada? The answer to that
question, like most questions posed to an

attorney, is that depends. First, the impact
on those that have entered domestic
partnerships in Nevada and have not
entered a valid marriage in another
state or country: the decisions will
have very little impact on you. Your
domestic partnership in Nevada
is still valid and you maintain

all of the rights, duties and
responsibilities of a married
couple (except for spousal
benefits from employers),

but without the designation of “marriage.”
Since the Federal Government does not
currently recognize domestic partnerships
or civil unions, you are still not entitled to
the over 1,100 federal benefits bestowed
upon married couples.

However, David Boies, Esq., one of the
lead attorneys in the Prop 8 case, recently
stated on CNN that since Judge Walker's
decision was based on the Equal Protection
Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment of the
United States Constitution, and since that
decision was not overturned, then marriage
equality is the law of the land (legal in all
50 states). Unfortunately, since a ruling in
the Federal District Court is only binding on
that district’s laws, as much as the authors
would like it to be true, only those states
which have true marriage equality (12 plus
Washington, D.C. at the time this article is
written) will derive those federal benefits. As
the perspective of Mr. Boies is not shared
by all, it has already prompted a law suit in
Arkansas that challenges a provision in the
Arkansas State Constitution, which limits the
recognition of a marriage to that between a
man and a woman (Wright et. al. v. State of
Arkansas). It is without a doubt that more
lawsuits are to follow across the country.

On the other hand, if you were married
in a state or country that recognizes
marriage equality, then your marriage will
be recognized for the purposes of federal
benefits unless those federal benefits are
triggered by a designation of marriage from
the state. Whether or not you receive state
benefits will depend on where you reside
or visit. This has an enormous impact for
Nevadans that are federal employees or
members of the military. If you are in this
class, then you are entitled to retirement
benefits and eligible for health insurance
benefits, just to name a few.

Also, for those bi-national couples, you
are now allowed to sponsor your spouse
for immigration purposes. The Department
of Homeland Security has already begun
processing sponsorship requests. As for
Social Security benefits, those benefits are
based on your domicile (where you live) and
may not be extended to you if you were
married elsewhere but reside in Nevada. Of
course the Social Security Administration,
under the President’s directive, may change
this policy at any time.

And finally: Taxes, Taxes, Taxes. As a
married couple you will need to file a joint
federal tax return. This may be beneficial
to some legally married couples but may
also increase the tax obligation for those
who are in domestic partnerships but
are not legally married. It is imperative
that you consult with a tax attorney or an
accountant that is familiar with domestic
partner income reporting obligations.
That being said, it is also important that
you not let the “dollar” tail wag the dog;
marriage, just like a domestic partnership,
carries with it enormous rights, duties and
responsibilities, and should not be entered
into lightly.
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True marriage equality will not be
realized in Nevada until either the voters
of the state eliminate the language
in Article 1, Section 21 of Nevada's
Constitution which limits the recognition
of a marriage to that between a man and
awoman, or such a provision is deemed
unconstitutional by the Court.

The process has already begun.

In this year's legislative session both the
Nevada State Assembly and Senate passed
Senate Joint Resolution 13. This bill would
not only eliminate the language denying
marriage equality, it would also recognize
marriages validly formed elsewhere,
while providing protections for religious
organizations and clergy that refuse to
solemnize a marriage. In order to amend
Nevada’s Constitution, this bill would have
to be reintroduced and passed in the next
legislative session in 2015. Once passed,
the measure will be put on the ballot for a
statewide vote in 2016.

The second avenue for true marriage
equality in Nevada is by court action.
That process has also already begun. In
2012, Lambda Legal, on behalf of eight
same-sex couples, filed a lawsuit, Sevcik v.
Sandoval, in the United States District Court
for the District of Nevada. The complaint
alleges that these couples were denied
their due process rights conveyed by the
Equal Protection Clause of the Fourteenth
Amendment of the United States
Constitution. Four of these couples were
denied marriage licenses in Nevada, while
the other four couples were legally married
elsewhere but their marriages will not be
recognized by the State of Nevada.

Without a trial, Federal District Court
Judge Robert C. Jones issued a scathing
decision which denied that the plaintiffs’
due process rights were violated under the
Equal Protection Clause of the Fourteenth
Amendment of the United States
Constitution. This decision was appealed
and is currently pending in the Ninth Circuit
Court of Appeals with a companion case
from Hawaii. It will be interesting to hear
from the Ninth Circuit since Judge Jones’
decision could not be more of a polar
opposite to Judge Walker’s decision in
Prop 8 or Supreme Court Justice Kennedy's
decision in DOMA.

There is no telling when the Ninth
Circuit is going to issue a decision in Sevcik
v. Sandoval; regardless, the decision is
sure to be appealed to the United States
Supreme Court. It is likely that we are
going to see a tremendous amount of
litigation, both on the state and federal
level, regarding marriage equality in the

next couple of years. Supreme Court Justice
Antonin Scalia, considered by many to be
the Court’s conservative voice, admitted

in his dissent to the DOMA decision that
even though they-meaning the Supreme
Court-were taking great pains to point

out that their ruling did not reach state-
level DOMA laws, if the equal protection
arguments are valid for the federal level,
they are almost certainly valid for the state
level. As more states begin to recognize
gay marriage, and as lower courts rule in
favor of marriage equality, we will reach

a tipping point wherein the U.S. Supreme
Court will be virtually forced to take up the
issue nationwide on the constitutionality of
state-level DOMA laws and the associated
equal protection arguments they run afoul
of. How long this will take is anyone’s guess,
but Supreme Court decisions generally take
years to come to fruition; so we will all have
to be patient.

In the meantime, the only thing to do
is to stay vigilant. Support your legislators
that support marriage equality and
stay active in the community. Marriage
equality, and equality in general, will not
be realized without your participation, your
voice, and your actions. Get active and stay
involved. Equality will be realized by all
with your voice. m

Jim Davis is a sole practitioner and owner of the James M. Davis Law Office and founding member of the
LGBT Law Center of Las Vegas. He concentrates his practice in family law and LGBTQ issues. You can learn
more about Jim and his practice by visiting www.davisnvlaw.com or www.lgbtlawlv.com.

John Cereso owns the Nevada Law Group and is a proud supporter of the LGBTQ community. He practices
family law, criminal defense, civil and corporate law. You can learn more about John and his practice by

visiting www.nevadalawgroup.com.
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A QUEER ARTS & CULTURE SERIES

AUGUST 2813

The Center is proud to present the inaugural season of The Centerpiece, a queer arts & culture series thoughtfully

assembled for Nevada’'s LGBTQ and allied communities. Boasting a broad array of subject matter and artistic medium,
each Centerpiece will offer a diverse yet accessible glimpse into the compelling and often complex world in which we exist.

Gather around.

Gay Latino L.A. Until Someone Gets Hurt

Documentary screening and Q&A
with one of the film’s main characters, Alex Aldana

Book signing and story telling by author Tyson Wrensch
with an interactive seminar focusing on identity theft

This docu-drama is a voyage into the =) @) &) @ This is the true story of a multi-layered m;mg
adulthood of three young men dealing with crime spree by a master criminal enter-

issues of family, machismo, religion, culture prise. Tyson Wrensch, a former friend and | ' & CSRECC
and life in Los Angeles. The cast — an now victim of the con men at hand, untan- | GETS

immigrant hipster from Mexico, a Berkley
graduate and Salvadoran activist, and a
Mexican American trying to escape gang life
— intimately open up about the obstacles
and triumphs in their lives.

THE JOURNEY OF THREE YOUNG MEN

gled the threads of this decade-long tale
filled with jaw-dropping revelations. Dealing
with issues of identity theft, robbery,
murder and how the LGBTQ community
can be a target for these kind of heinous
crimes, Until Someone Gets Hurt is a breath-
taking novel rivaling any Hollywood movie.

Note: some performances may include adulit language and themes.

All events free of charge. Donations accepted.
View the full Centerpiece lineup at www.thecenterlv.com/centerpiece.

401 S. Maryland Pkwy.
Las Vegas, NV 89101
702-733-9800
TheCenterLV.com

Connect with us on social media!
facebook.com/thecenterlv
twitter.com/thecenterlv
instagram.com/thecenterlv

HURT
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AG Won't Defend Marriage Ban

“T cannot ethically defend the constitutionality

of Pennsylvania’s version of DOMA as I

believe it to be wholly unconstitutional,” said

Pennsylvania Attorney General Kathleen Kane

(D). The statement comes after a lawsuit was
E R R filed by the ACLU on behalf of 23 plaintiffs

representing same-sex couples, the children
of a same-sex couple and a woman who

lost her partner of 29 years. The suit comes
after DOMA was declared unconstitutional
by the US Supreme Court and is one of
several similar cases the ACLU and other
organizations and individuals have brought
across the country.
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MLB Enhance‘niscrimination Policy Victory for Trans Employme'ilt b
The nations of England and Wale Major LeagUe Baseball announced The federal Equal Employment
voted to allow equal marriage. The that additions will be made Opportunity Commission has ruled
Marriage (Same-Sex Couples) Bill to sexual orientation anti- in favor of a transgender woman
was approved by both houses of discrimination policies that were who filed suit last year after she was
Parliament and received the backing originally putin place in 2011. physically and verbally harassed at
of Prime Minister David Cameron The new code of conduct will her job with a federal contractor in
as well as the leadership of the be distributed to all major and Maryland. The victory, an historic
Conservative, Labour and Liberal minor league players and staff, first for trans citizens, is based on a
Democrat parties before being and education programs will be previous decision that Title VII of the
given to Queen Elizabeth II for her introduced. MLB Commissioner Civil Rights Act applies to transgender
official assent. Remarking on the Bud Selig wrote, “We welcome all individuals who face discrimination
bill's passage, Women and Equalities individuals regardless of sexual on the basis of sex. Tico Almeida,
Minister Maria Miller said, “This is a orientation into our ballparks, president of the LGBT organization
historic moment that will resonate in along with those of different races, Freedom to Work said, “This case
many people’s lives. I am proud that religions, genders and national shows that the EEOC takes very
we have made it happen, and I look origins. Both on the field and away seriously its role in protecting LGBT
forward to the first same-sex wedding from it, Major League Baseball Americans’ freedom to work.”
by next summer.” has a zero-tolerance policy for

harassment and discrimination

based on sexual orientation.”




Couple Attacked in Chicago

In the neighborhood of South Austen on
Chicago’s West Side, two women were
walking down the street when they were
assaulted by as many as ten men forcing
them against a parked car, physically
attacking them and shouting slurs. “It was
punches, kicks, everything being thrown
at us,” said one of the women, 23. “We
just held each other until somebody said,
‘Here come the police.” One man has been
arrested in connection with the attack. The
women were left with torn clothes, cuts
and bruises but no broken bones.

[By Miranda Boyd]

As we move ever forward, we must pause to acknowledge the backslides. Here
we show the defeats suffered recently at the hands of adversaries and the
misguided who continue to deny the rights, respect and heauty of us all.
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sian Homophobia

At a Pride Rally in St. Petersburg, gay
rights activists were confronted and
\ outnumbered by nationalists opposing

homosexuality as the activists marched
in direct defiance of a Russian law
banning what the Russian government
calls homosexual propaganda. Several
members of each group were arrested
by police.

Also, Russian President Vladimir Putin
signed a new law banning the adoption
of Russian children by any homosexual
couples or unmarried individuals in
countries where same-sex marriage is
legal. According to the Kremlin, “The
measure is aimed at guaranteeing a
harmonious and full upbringing for
children in adoptive families.”

Activist Killed ; camt on

Eric Ohena Lembembe, a gay
rights activist in the African nation
of Cameroon, was killed in his
home. When friends found him
his body appeared to have been
tortured. Lembembe was one of
Africa's most prominent gay rights
proponents working as a journalist
and as the executive director

of CAMFAIDS, a human rights
organization based in Cameroon’s
capital city, to spread equality in

a nation where homosexuality

is punishable under the law.
According to Neela Ghoshal, a
senior LGBT rights researcher with
Human Rights Watch, “Eric was

an inspiring activist whose work
was deeply appreciated by human
rights activists in Cameroon and
around the world.”

is own life after
reportedly being bullied by fellow
classmates for years. Vigil was taunted
for being gay and having glasses. In an
emotional Twitter post prior to ending
his life, Vigil reiterated the pain he'd
experienced and the negative self-
image that resulted. After reading the
post, his father attempted to rush home
to comfort him, arriving too late. After
taking Carlos off life support, his family
tweeted on his account, “Carlos is finally
at peace! Thank you everyone for your
support and prayers. Please don't forget

what he wanted STOP THE BULLYING.”
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Tidbits from The Strip
& Beyond

SUNDAYS

Showtunes High Tea @ FLEX Cocktail Lounge
The Affair @ The Boulevard Theater

Pride Pajama Brunch Bingo (bi-monthly)
Charlie's Amazing Drag Show @ Charlie’s LV
“She’s Dope” Ladies Night (1st Sun.) @ FreeZone
Burgers & Boys @Blue Moon Resort

REVO Sundays @Revolution Lounge

MONDAYS

Speak Easy Monday with Jessica Rabbit @ Piranha
Karaoke Night @ FreeZone

Sin Monday's @ The Garage LV

Liquor Bust @ Spotlight Lounge

TUESDAYS

+ Karaoke Night @ FreeZone
« QSocial Ladies Event (Every 2nd Tues.)
« Drag Queen Bingo @ Charlie’s LV

WEDNESDAYS

QBA Luncheon (Every 1st Wed.) qvegasba.com
Confidential @Bond

Pride Bingo @ Circus Circus (Every 1st Wed.)
Skin/Underware Night @ Charlie's LV

Gay Men's Mpowerment Groups @ The Center
Ntoxxxicated- Diva Toxxx Drag Show @ FreeZone

THURSDAYS

Dark & Double Thursdays @ Entourage Men's Spa
POP Thursdays @ Share Nightclub

Nothing But Country Thursdays @ Charlie’'s LV
Prism @ The Artifice (Every 2nd Thurs.)

Boys Night @ FreeZone

Lei'd Back Thursdays @ Drink & Drag

Big Gay Thursdays @ Krave Massive

FRIDAYS

Stripper Circus @ Share Nightlcub
3D Fridays @ Piranha

Drag Madness @ FreeZone
flamBoyance @ FLEX Cocktail Lounge

SATURDAYS

SNAPI Saturdays @ Charlie’s LV

Porn Stars in Vegas @ Share Nightclub
Goddess Saturdays with India Farrah @ Piranha
What A Drag @ FLEX Cocktail Lounge

Drag Madness @ FreeZone

CumUnion @ Hawk's Gym

QVEGAS.COM

Tai Rivera

EVERY SUNDAY: 10-11 AM
SUNDAY YOGA WITH JASON FIRTH

BLUE MOON MEN’S RESORT

Are you in need of physical, spiritual, and mental
cleansing? How about starting your Sunday off in a
peaceful way. Join Jason Firth for a little body stretch and
mind relaxing yoga. All are welcome, from beginners, to
yoga experts. Registration is $20 per person at the front
desk of Blue Moon Men'’s Resort. No mat is required.

TUESDAY, AUGUST 6-11
BALLY'S L.A. COMEDY CLUB CONFIRMS HEADLINER,
THAI RIVERA FOR SIX NIGHTS THIS SUMMER.

For six nights beginning Tuesday, August 6, 2013, The
L.A. Comedy Club inside of Bally’s Hotel and Casino in Las
Vegas presents, headlining comedian, Thai Rivera. Rivera
will be headlining the L.A. Comedy Club for six nights
starting, August 6 through Sunday, August 11. All shows
begin promptly at 9:30 PM Attendees must at least 21
years of age.




SATURDAY, AUGUST 23-25
AFAN 21TH ANNUAL BLACK & WHITE WEEKEND

Revered as one of Las Vegas' signature social events, Aid for AIDS of Nevada’s
annual Black & White Party returns to The Joint at Hard Rock Hotel & Casino on
Saturday, Aug. 24 from 8 PM to 1 AM.

Black & White Party boasts a unique experience of festivities, celebrations

and revelry complete with gourmet food, beverage samplings, eye-catching
atmospheric entertainment and live stage performances. As the largest non-
profit supporting the HIV/AIDS community in Nevada, 100 percent of proceeds
from the evening go to support HIV/AIDS services.

“It's been nearly three decades of incredible Black & White Party memories,”
said Earl Shelton, director of development for AFAN. “We're looking forward to
making this year one to remember. It's an honor to have Hard Rock Hotel as
our invaluable host for the second consecutive year and we can't wait to create
another evening for the history books.”

“We're pleased to support AFAN by participating as the host venue for the second

year in a row and 10th overall,” said Jody Lake, Chief Operating Officer of Hard

Rock Hotel & Casino. “This year's expanded activities will make Hard Rock Hotel a

great destination all weekend long.”

For the first time, a roster of official events will surround the main Black & White
evening to create an unforgettable weekend. During the day on Saturday,

August 24, Breathe Pool Lounge at Hard Rock Hotel will host the official pre-party

from 11 AM to 4 PM.; $5 cover for locals. Following the Black & White Party, the
after-party will be held at FreeZone and Piranha Nightclub located in the “Fruit
Loop” beginning at 1 a.m. To cap off the weekend, 35 Steaks + Martinis at Hard
Rock Hotel will host a delicious brunch for $45 per person beginning at 11 a.m.
featuring stuffed French toast and mini chicken & waffles among other dishes.
Unlimited mimosas are available for an additional $15 per person.

composing and arranging for artists
like Reba McEntire and Liza Minnelli.

Billy Stritch
Rolls in the
Velvet Fog

[ by Miranda Boyd ]

Superb music shines through time
with a light that brightens as others
fade. Whether it's the raging riffs

of blues legends, the stolid strums

of rock and roll pioneers, or truly
genuine jazz arrangements; the
classics earn their status. Singer and
musician Billy Stritch understands
that level of quality, and he'll belt it to
everyone this month when he sings
the Mel Tormé songbook at the Smith
Center in Las Vegas.

work with one of his musical heroes,
Mel Tormé.

“Most of the 80's for me were spent
working with a jazz vocal trio called
Montgomery, Plant and Stritch, and
the first time [ met Mel was when we

Jazz festival at Carnegie Hall back in

1988. We met him on the afternoon of

the show during our stage rehearsal,
and he couldn't have been nicer or

for a true jazz legend has blossomed
into a performance of Torme's
greatest pieces.

Mel Tormé, the Velvet Fog as he's

singer with a voice as warm as his
nickname. The composer of such
eternal classics as “A Stranger

in Town"” and “Christmas Song
(Chestnuts Roasting on an Open
Fire)” with Robert Wells, Tormé was
also an accomplished journalist and
writer—features that aided him in
music. “It's the perfect marriage of
melody and lyrics,” Stritch says. “But

Stritch found a love and talent for
music at an early age. “I was never an
athletic kid, so I found out at about
age eight that being able to play the
piano and pick out tunes by ear was
a great way to get attention,” he says.
That attention has granted him an
honored career playing music and

It also allowed him the opportunity to

were invited to open for him at the JVC

more interested in the music we were
to perform that night.” That adoration

affectionately known, was a renowned

CRAZY PITA
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Pitalicious

Chicken Pita

Friends & Family
Dinner Packages
Available!

Lunch & Dinner
Dine In
Meals to go

Catering

The | District at Green Valley Ranch
2225 Village Walk Drive, #175,
Henderson, NV 89052

702-896-7482

www.crazypita.com




mainly it's the lyrics that give these
songs their timeless quality.” With all
his accolades, the music he created
resounds beyond his memory—an
endearment Stritch explains quaintly.

“His lasting legacy is the wonderful
music he recorded over the years,
most of which is still available today,
He recorded over 60 albums and was
working right up to the end, either
with his own small groups or with

big bands. He also had a twenty year
collaboration with the pianist George
Shearing, resulting in 16 amazing
CDs that are still readily available. No
one chose better material to sing or
worked with better arrangers and
musicians than Mel. ... There will
always be a desire to hear these great
songs of the golden era and I do know
audiences truly appreciate hearing
good music.”

Billy Stritch will sing selections from
Mel Tormé at the Smith Center for the
Performing Arts on August 23 and

24, 2013. Stritch will express Torme's
legacy through music—the only way
deserving. As Torme himself put it,
“Oh, jazz and love are the hardest
things to describe from rationale.” m

Signature Cocktails, VIP Bottle Service and Dancin
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NEVER A COVER
Open 4pm - 5am

Go to our Website or Facebook
for our new nightly specials

and text QCENTRAL to 74455
for daily special updates

A TOTALLY NEW DANCE CLUB AND BAR

QVEGAS.COM




WEDNESDAYS DI K-
KARAOKE WITH VIVIANNE & DJK

OVER 100,000 SONG CHOICES! W NOW OFFERI NG LU NCH

SRMALOE) MON-FRI FROM 11AM-2PM

THURSDAYS
FLAMBOYANCE W/ STEPHANIE
CREATIVE & FUN WEEKLY THEMES
DOORS AT 10PM - SHOW AT 11PM

SATURDAYS

“WHAT A DRAG” FEATURING THE QUEENS OF LAS VEGAS

CHER, MADONNA, CYNDI, & MORE! NEW EVENTS AND SPECIALS
COCKTAIL HOUR AT 9PM - SHOW AT 11PM | VISIT FLEXLASVEGAS.COM FOR DETAILS

SUNDAYS
“SHOWTUNES HIGH TEA” W/ CIVIL WRIGHTS
OPEN MIC/STAGE - SHOW UP & PERFORM
5PM - 9PM

4371 W. CHARLESTON BLVD - LAS VEGAS NV - @) et rd
MORE INFO AT WWW FLEXLASVEGAS.COM e
COCKTAIL LOUNGE QUESTIONS/RESERVATIONS (702) 385-3530 @ T S

DAZZLE HIMBWITE AN
NEW SMILE THISISUMMER!

« SMILE DESIGN & MAKEOVER

« REMOVABLE PROSTHESIS

« PORCELAIN VENEERS

« INVISALIGN N
« CROWNS

* WHITE FILLINGS
* IMPLANTS

drlAZIMI:

modern dentistry. downtown las veg

IMPLANTS

starting $1 995

INCLUDES ABUTMENT & CROWN
RESTRICTIONS OR VARIATIONS MAY APPLY.

COMPLIMENTARY CONSULTATION.

CALL US TODAY 702.759.0005

820 S 7TH STREET | LAS VEGAS, NV 89101
WWW.DRAZIMI.COM
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You can get married in 13 states.

But you can only have your
Vegas wedding in one of them.

MyGayVegasWedding.com






FATINGQUT  LAKESIDE

AT THE WYNN

[ by Michael Barbieri - www.myvegobsession.com ]

t's 7:30 pm. Dusk in Las Vegas. The sun has gone down behind the mountains to
the West. My dining companion and I are led through the restaurant, out onto the
patio, to our table just a few feet away from Wynn's Lake Of Dreams. A lovely, cool
breeze is blowing. It's a great evening for dining alfresco and here we are: literally
Lakeside! This is perfection!

Located inside the Wynn Resort, Lakeside is a large, modern
space, with a playful decor featuring bright red-orange hues,
gold tones, and chocolate browns, combined with sleek white
walls and furniture. It sits on the Lake Of Dreams, a three-acre,
man-made lake surrounded by lush vegetation which hides
it away from the Strip. Starting at 8:30, the lake comes alive
with shows that feature music, LED lighting, projections, huge
puppets and more. All of this, however, serves as a backdrop for
Executive Chef David Walzog's take on popular American cuisine.

The menu at Lakeside focuses mostly on seafood and steaks,
but includes a selection of vegetarian offerings as well. The
combination of high-end ingredients and Walzog's relatively
simple techniques - meat and fish dishes are either poached,
braised, oven-roasted, grilled, or charbroiled - have resulted in a
selection that should please foodies and everyday diners alike.

For this meal, Lakeside created a tasting menu for us,
showcasing dishes they felt best represented the restaurant.
We began with the King Crab and Guacamole - sweet, delicate
king crab salad, atop layers of guacamole and a flavorful cilantro
salsa. A foamy orange emulsion dusted with cayenne pepper
surrounded the layers, and a crispy plantain chip jutted from the
top. Cool and fresh, this was the perfect summertime starter,
like @ mini picnic. The crab was outstanding and the orange
foam brought everything together harmoniously. Next up was
the White Asparagus with Black Summer Truffle - poached white
asparagus, topped with shaved black truffle and microgreens,



all'in a luscious beurré blanc. The
aromatic truffle gave the dish a nice
earthiness which played well off the
bright hint of lemon in the sauce.
Rounding out this trio of starters was
the Pan Roasted Hudson Valley Foie
Gras - a timbale of melt-in-your-mouth
foie gras, accompanied by decorative
smears of fig and basil preserve, red
pepper coulis and a bit of aged sherry.
The excitement of this dish was seeing
how differently the flavor of the foie
mixed with the herbal sweetness of
the fig and basil, the warmth of the
red pepper, and the drizzle of sherry.

By now, the Lake Of Dreams was
doing its thing, with a giant frog
puppet appearing above the 40-foot-
high waterfall at the back, singing
Louis Armstrong’s rendition of “What
a Wonderful World”. A stunning
moment occurred when the entire
lake lit up in rainbow colors with the
lyric “The colors of the rainbow are so
pretty in the sky...” Very touching!

Our entrees began arriving. First,
the Alaskan Halibut - a succulent
piece of pan-roasted halibut; light and
clean, with a touch of a golden sear
on the outside. The fish, resting in
a delicious, velvety tomato veloute,
was accompanied by fregola pasta
prepared as a risotto, rich, nutty morel
mushrooms, and English peas, which
added a surprising vegetal pop. The
last offering was the 16 oz. New York
Strip Steak - expertly chargrilled and
very juicy, it was served with an ancho
chili pesto coating and a smoked
potato cake. To make the steak even
more special, it came with one of
the “add-ons” - the Roasted Lobster
Tail. What a treat! Now, my steak,
while tasty and perfectly seasoned,
did have two or three substantial bits
of gristle, which was surprising, but
hardly a problem. Hey! It happens! I
just deposited them on the side of my
plate and that was that. Otherwise,
this makeshift surf and turf was
absolutely spectacular!

We were given dessert menus,
but decided to pass. However, our
server soon returned with The Sweet
Cart Named Desire!! (Pause for
dramatic musical STING!!) Created
by Executive Pastry Chef Kimberly
Valdez, the cart featured a selection of
bite-sized desserts in four categories:
Chocolatey, Creamy, Nutty, and
Fruit. We were told to choose six.
Giving into temptation, we chose the
Tiramisu, the Blueberry Tart, and the
Milk Chocolate and Banana Truffle -

M

i

Ui

these included a touch of passion fruit for a vivid burst of flavor.
My companion told me he loved them despite the fact that he
doesn't care for milk chocolate OR banana! The Strawberry
Shortcake Pops were another standout - a light strawberry
mousse, layered with a strawberry gelee, rolled in white
chocolate and formed into a lollipop. We rounded out our sinful
selection with the Nutella Profiteroles, and the Vanilla Mango
Mousse - light, airy mango mousse, topped with vanilla cream
and mango gelee. This tiny, perfect cake had a sunny, tropical
flavor that was nicely offset by a garnish of micro-basil on top.
As stuffed as we had been, we enjoyed dessert very much.

After dinner, we sat back and remarked on how much we
had enjoyed Lakeside - not just the food, but the service, the
entertainment, the entire dining experience. The staff had been
amazing - not only did they serve our table, describe the dishes,
and answer the MANY questions we had about the food, but
they had other tables to deal with as well. Still, any time we had
a request or question, someone was right there for us.

As a final treat, we were given a tour of the kitchen and had a
brief chat with the Chef de Cuisine. We assured him that we'd
had a fantastic meal and a fabulous time.

With its creative, yet simply prepared American fare, excellent
service and whimsical water shows, Lakeside is sure to enchant
you in every way. For a really special experience, call ahead
and reserve an outdoor table. When you dine on the Lake Of
Dreams, it is truly a wonderful world! m
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BOTTOMS UP

@ CULINARY DROPOUT

BY RUSS WHITE

As Vegas converges on the social event
of the year, I headed over to the Hard Rock
Hotel & Casino to scout out cocktails in
advance of AFAN's Black & White Party on
August 24th. Reluctant to do a failsafe
vodka drink, I stepped out my comfort
zone and explored a few concoctions at
Culinary Dropout.

Presented with three
recommendations, I started with the
After School Special. A simple assembly
of tequila, lime, and beer takes on unique,
complex flavors as Culinary Dropout reveals
their “culinary” ambitions. The tequila isn't
well and isn't top shelf. It's a house-infused
raspberry tea Sauza Silver. Instead of s simple
syrup, ginger agave adds a savory component
but the fresh squeezed lime and the Modelo
Especial beer keeps you in a cocktail mood. A
definite raspberry flavor comes forward with
the beer balancing the sweetness.

Served in a pint glass, you wouldn't know
this no frills drink was a tequila-based, but
the salted rim is better as decoration than
cutting the harshness of a straight tequila.
The drink is presented with the rest of the
Modelo can, so you can choose to dilute the
drink with beer or enjoy the rest of the beer
when your food arrives.

The After School Special would pair well
with Culinary Dropout’s Fried Chicken, but
I was in a noshing mood and enjoyed my
beverage with white shrimp from the raw
bar and the tete de moine cheese from
the antipasta menu. The tete de moine is
a very stinky cheese. Not pungent. Stinky.
Shaved into a presentation that resembles a
carnation, this cheese is deep and earthy, but
still mild flavor. A very deceptive cheese that
takes on the beer very well. The nose says
sharp but the tongue says otherwise.

My second cocktail was the Clown Punch.
Unlike the After School Special where beer and
raspberry mask the tequila, you can definitely
taste the peach-infused brandy. While the
peach holds back the brandy’s punch, the St.
Germain carries a whiff of lychee. The punch is
topped with a pomegranate foam that is light
and fragrant. The fresh squeezed orange juice
keeps this from being one really awesome
shot. I asked the bartender for a taste of the
brandy and the St. Germain. The peach brandy
does not stand well alone. It needs the sweet
elderberry flavors to let the peach escape from
behind the brandy. I didn't expect the Clown
Punch to pair will with my cheese plate, but
the gorgonzola appreciated the sweetness of
this drink.

After School
Special

The final drink of the evening was the El
Matador, a simpler drink made with Hornitos
anejo tequila, St. Germain, ginger agave, and
orange bitters. It was hard to distinguish the
individual flavors in this drink, but you get
a hint of everything except the tequila. The
stand-out feature of this drink, however, is
the orange-peel garnish. The bartender sets
the drink in front of you but hasn't served it
yet. Pulling out a match and a sliver of orange
peel, he lights the match and smokes the
peel. After a few flashes as the fire combusts
the tequila, he drops the orange peel into the
drink, and the fresh oils from the citrus skin
add a rich flavor.

Most appealing about these drinks was
that the flavors meld together very well, yet
your palette can discern each individual flavor.
Culinary Dropout goes to great lengths to
ensure these rich flavors by producing them
in-house. From the infused liquors to the
flavored syrups, the quality of these drinks is
made possible by the artisanal ingredients.

If you're looking for me the morning after

the Black & White party, chances are I will be
at Culinary Dropout enjoyed a Bloody Mary
made with bacon-
infused vodka. m

Clown Punch
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GET TESTED
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SCREENINGS AT:

Southern Nevada Health District Clinic
400 Shadow Lane, Suite 106
Las Vegas, NV 89106
(702) 759 0702
Monday - Friday
8am - 4pm
(unless otherwise noted)

Gay & Lesbian Center
401 S Maryland Pkwy
Las Vegas, NV 89101
(702) 733 9800
Monday and Thursday
10:30am - 6pm

Richard Steele Boxing Club
2475 W. Cheyenne Ave #120
Las Vegas, NV 89030
(702) 759-0702
Tuesday and Wednesday
Tpm -5pm

Southern Nevada Health District
G §

www.SNHD.com
facebook.com/ez2stop
twitter.com/es2stop
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ASK

“I'm Out™....could
this be the answer
to my prayers?

At last, I finally got to get the 411
from the princess of R&B, the super
sexy Ciara. Unless you live under a
rock where beautiful women don't ex-
ist, you should already know that Ci-
ara recently released her fifth aloum,
self-titled Ciara. If you haven't heard it
yet, you need to stop reading this now,
go purchase it, and then come back to
finish reading “Ask CJ.” This is definitely
one album that you don’t want to sleep
on. Every single song has a different
feel to it. Some songs set the grown
and sexy mood, while others make you
want to enter a twerking contest.

Compared to her earlier work,
we can definitely tell that Ciara has
evolved into a confident and success-
ful woman. According to Ciara, her

GET INTO THIS
Ask CJ for
next month'’s
question.
CJ@QVegas.com
#qvegas

“booty’s so soft,” she “got her cake up,”
and she wants it “ALL the time.” It's
no surprise that she's always spoken
for. Her debuting single title, “Body
Party,” is one of the sexiest, most sen-
sual songs that I've ever heard. Much
like the song, the video had a touch
of that old 90's school feel, that would
make you want to go to a house par-
ty. “When creating ‘Body Party,’ it was
made purely off of an organic energy
that felt right. The energy and love
that everyone has been showing is so
sweet and motivating. I feel like we are
just getting started, and ‘Body Party’ was
the party starter!”

Her latest single, “I'm Out” featuring
Nicki Minaj, is also taking over the ra-
dio. But as awesome as the song is, un-
fortunately it doesn’t mean what I was
hoping it would. Either way, we're still
getting married in my mind. After Zoe
Saldana's androgynous coming out in-
cident, interested to know, I asked Cia-
ra how does she identify with the LGBT
community. Ciara told us, “I am all
about individuality. I am all about peo-
ple that stand for who they are. ... Ev-
eryone should have the right to make
their own decisions, especially in love.”

Ciara is one of the few people I can
watch dance all day for pure entertain-
ment. I asked Ciara, if she could have
a dance battle with anyone in the in-
dustry, who would it be. “Beyonce! I
respect her very much! (In fun! She is
great!)” That answer completely sur-
prised me, but she couldn't have given
a better answer if you “Ask CJ.” That's
definitely a show that I'm sure most
people would pay good money to see.
So Jay Z, we need to make that happen,
please and thank you in advance. :) ®




We are gathered here foday
for a fabulous celebration!

l | IEE Ilas vegas

AUNIQUE EVENT AND MEETING VENUE.
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Chris Isaak Brings the Classics of Sun Studio to the Smith Center

“Acoustics are great, but
it's even greater to hear
the crowd sing and shout!”

ertain songs and artists have

created legacies that affect

the entirety of the American

soundscape. Some of the finest
have lasted from the shutter beats of
artists like Johnny Cash and Carl Perkins
to the rocking strums of contemporary
influences. Singer, songwriter and
musician Chris Isaak has assembled
a set of those cherished melodies to
prove the classics never die.

“T think music always takes you back
to where you were when you first heard
it, so for some people it's just part of
them. When you play songs like ‘Can’'t
Help Falling in Love' by Elvis Presley,
or ‘Oh, Pretty Woman' by Roy Orbison,

I can look out at the audience and

see people just smile.” That reverence
for the tunes so many of us grew up
sharing is something Isaak delivers with
the same impassioned ease with which
he belts out the songs comprising

his latest album Beyond the Sun—a
collection of music hand-picked from
the catalog of the infamous Sun Studio
in Memphis, Tennessee.

Throughout the decades, Sun Studio
has been the recording home to artists
like Elvis Presley, Jerry Lee Lewis and
enough other legendary names to
fill this entire book. In the beginning,
Sam Phillips, the self-taught producer
at Sun, took the artists that came to
him, cranked up their amps, mixed
their genres of classic country and folk
with the blues, and cut their records
with more passion and fun than many
producers do today.

The sound that still emanates from
that historic space carries with it the
memory of the earliest days of what
would meld into rock and roll. All that
emotion, honesty and genuinely great
music was captured superbly by Isaak
and his band on Beyond the Sun. And it's
something he hopes to embody when

QVEGAS.COM

[ by Miranda Boyd ]

he brings those classics, and some new
originals, to the Smith Center for the
Performing Arts in August.

“We always try to get the audience
to cut loose. We get off the stage and
get out in the crowd. We get people
on stage. We have a piano that bursts
into flames! We put on a show, and the
audience is part of this band!” Along
with the enjoyment of seeing a group of
such talented performers, Isaak shows
with this record a side of celebrity life
to which we can all relate. “People think
rock and roll is all wild parties, but really
the coolest part of spending your life
making music is that you eventually get
to meet your heroes. And I gotta say, it's
been all I hoped.”

While possibly best known for his
own hits “Wicked Game” and “Baby
Did a Bad, Bad Thing” among others,
Isaak can see the reverberating value
in the music that inspired him and his
band for years. “It's a lot of fun to sing

August 14

Smith Center for the Performing Arts

Las Vegas, NV

August 16
Thunder Valley Casino
Lincoln, CA

August 17
Mammoth Festival
Mammoth, CA

See www.chrisisaak.com
for additional tour dates.

“Wicked Game” or “Baby Did a Bad, Bad
Thing” but when you kick into Johnny
Cash'’s Ring of Fire... you need to be
examined or investigated if that song
doesn’t move ya!” That movement is
undoubtedly what allowed Isaak to lay
down over 40 songs in his few days at
the studio, including the 25 that made it
onto Beyond the Sun.

The history present in modern music
can be traced back to the artists of Sun’s
genesis. From that beginning sprang
sounds that today we can look on with
gratefulness and perform with joy. Isaak
brings the appreciation of the past and
the enjoyment of the present to the
Smith Center in a show sure to remind
everyone what they still love about
music—its capacity to connect us across
time and air. “You never know where
music goes or who it finds. It really is
like putting a message in a bottle. I love
that, because really it finds the people it
was meant for!” m
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PEEPS:

COUPLES EDITION

Meet these six Las Vegas couples
sharing their lives-together-with:pride;
some together for over 20 years and a
few soon to be newlyweds.

Frank & Alex

Just two days before their 20th anniversary, Alex proposed to Frank. They attribute their longstanding
relationship to having similar interests and constant communication. They both feel lucky to be in

a relationship with their best friend. Frank considers themselves fortunate to have the means to

lead their exciting lives and do the things they enjoy together. While each have large families, the
immediate family consists of Frank, Alex, and their little dog Cherie. The DOMA and Prop 8 rulings
were just the spark Alex needed to propose to Frank. Surrounded by friends and family in the
audience, Alex dropped to one knee after interrupting the finale of Frank's show. Frank Marino's Diva's
performs Saturday through Thursday at The Quad. =

Greg & Freddie

Greg and Freddie have been together for 13 years.
They met on a Sunday afternoon at Backstreet Saloon
(now Charlie's). The thing that keeps them together and
strong is their continued honesty. But most importantly,
they both bring their whole selves to the relationship.
With that, they also bring the fact that they are still
becoming their best selves. The support has to be for
the whole of each individual as well as the couple.

Their family is one that includes not just them and
their dogs, Grace and Berkeley, but also the family and
friends that they bring along—all very supportive.

It is said that their relationship together could be a
Broadway musical as the couple sings to each other.
While Freddie is making the morning coffee, he is often
singing to some made up tune, “I'm making coffee for
you..."

When-not if-Nevada joins the other 13 states who
recognize it, then Greg and Freddie probably will get
married. But no piece of paper solidifies them with
each other and with God more than their commitment
to each other, to support each other in all things, and
to love honor and cherish above all others. m
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Candice & i
Suzanne,
Savannah &

Brieanna

Candice and Suzanne have been together five years and agree that
the most important factor in their relationship is communication.
Being able to talk about anything and everything leaves no room for
fear, jealousy, or doubt. Their family is a blending of their children
from lives before they met. The believe that families are a blend of
what you inherit and what you create, which means families are
different for everyone in our community. Candice and Suzanne keep
their relationship fresh and alive through spontaneity-always up

for something new and different. And in Las Vegas, that keeps their
options wide open. They look forward to four and a-halfyears of
planning a majorly fantastic wedding in 2017 when same-sex marriage
becomes legal in Nevada.

It's not that often that you come across two generations of lesbian
couples, but later this Fall, Candice will officiate the wedding for
Suzanne's daughter. Savannah and Brieanna have been friends for
over ten years, but entered into a relationship over twoyears ago.
Through communication and compromise, they have overcome

the “bumpy roads” that have lead to the demise of their previous
relationships. They are part of a strong and proud family. There are
no hidden displays of affection. Holding hands while at family.outings,
at the store, or even in the movie theatre no longer draws awkward
stares. Crazy work schedules require a go with the flow attitude, but
they spend time away from careers together doing all kinds-of things
such as a nice dinner downtown, hiking, bowling, or just catehing up
on their daily TV shows while making dinner together. =

.- -

Images that capture
what your heart feels".

702 575 1150

www.LaughterintheLens.com

] Photographer Linda Quackenboss
has photographed three covers for
QVegas Magazine in 2013 and was

| selected as a Yelp Art-Rageous
& | Artist in June with her gallery
| display: Breaking Stereotypes of
LGBT.
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Fletcher & Greg

Partners for over 15 years, Fletcher
Whitwell and Greg Flamer fill their
family time with swimming, gymnastics,
long walks, and tennis with their 2-year
old daughter Hudson. Fletcher and
Greg keep their relationship strong by
building a strong family unit and having
a good work-life balance, particularly
during Hudson’s awake hours. The
couple is participating as plaintiffs in the
Lambda Legal Nevada case to overturn
the constitutional ban on same-sex
marriage in Nevada. They are domestic
partners and look forward to getting
married when legal in the Silver State. m

A ecis .

Derrick,
Nick &
Mackenzie

A strong foundation of loyalty, respect, and an unwavering commitment to one another keeps
this “trouple” together. A formidable team, they are constantly uplifting, loving, and supporting
each other’s individual and united endeavors. Derrick and Nick have been together since
March 2007. Mackenzie entered into the committed trinogamous relationship, also known as a
trouple (triple + couple), in March 2012.

One of the most unique things about their relationship is that they are all in different fields of
the entertainment industry. Mackenzie is passionately pursuing and moving up in his modeling
career. Nick creates artwork for some of the biggest names in entertainment today. Derrick
stars in Divas Las Vegas and travels the world impersonating Britney Spears & Lady Gaga. They
help each other take their individual projects to the next level and together celebrate every
accomplishment. They hope one day that the SCOTUS rulings on DOMA and Prop 8 will evolve
to allow their relationship to be recognized with the same benefits as marriage. ®
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Thinking Out Loud:

Still Waiting for a Great Leshian Movie
28 years after Desert Hearts, leshian
cinema hasn't changed much

ow that the excitement of the
NDOMA case has mellowed,

my thoughts have turned to
the second most important LGBT pride
moment of my life: the release of Desert
Hearts at my local movie theater in 1985.
I'd never seen so many lesbians stand-
ing in one line as there were that night,
buying tickets because they'd all heard
that a real lesbian movie was here at last.
What I mean by a “real lesbian movie”
is: There were no vampires, no suicides,
no one running back to men, and no
psychopaths in the movie. Up until then,
that's pretty much what you got if you
wanted to see a movie with a bit of lesbi-
an in it. A simple, stylized, and otherwise
unremarkable film, Desert Hearts hit it
out of the park with every lesbian I knew
because the romantic leads were likeable
and they stayed together in the end.
Years later, one of the actresses, Helen
Shaver, remarked that she will never
have to fear becoming homeless, as
there are thousands of grateful lesbians
who would happily take her in.

In fairness, two years earlier the gentle
and cerebral lesbian-themed film, Lianna,
beat Desert Hearts to the punch by two
years, but that film suffered from one key
problem: Director John Sayles, a straight
man, bent over backwards to be sensitive
to lesbians, right down to the gauze over
the lens during the sex scenes. At least it
was a click up on the passion meter from
1980's Personal Best, which presented
lesbian intimacy as nothing more than a
naked tickle game (and especially notable
for Mariel Hemingway's whining), so I
applaud Sayles for the effort.

By contrast, Desert Hearts was made
by a lesbian, and captured a certain
lesbian sensibility, humor and even some
sweaty sex. What a revelation. Thus began
the golden age of lesbian cinema.

I'm sorry. I meant to say, thus began
a random trickle of cringe-worthy lesbi-
an indie films, and the occasionally re-
deeming art-house flick. It seemed that
ever after, most so-called “lesbian films"”
functioned as a kind of home-made ther-

[ by Abby Dees ]

apy device, typically telling coming out
stories with such heavy-handed earnest-
ness that all irony got smothered with a
lavender pillow, leaving only two-dimen-
sional fantasy versions of lesbian lives. I
mean, how many esteemed closet-case
professors can there be out there just
waiting for a sexy, brilliant free-spirit to
pull them out of their ivory towers?

For many years I dutifully saw each
new lesbian flick, hoping for something
fresh and challenging, and then nearly
always forgot the film moments after
tossing my popcorn tub into the trash.
Don't even get me started on Clare of
the Moon.

Today I watched a 2013 Outfest film
called, Who's Afraid of Vagina Wolf [sic] I
can't say it was bad, because it had cool
lines like this: “I don't like improvisation.
It's like leaving an open window into your
soul and all the little squirrels can crawl
in and raid your panties.” At least there's
some room for edginess in lesbian cinema
now. That's an improvement. But I was
still too aware of a self-conscious “Hey
kids, let's make a movie!” quality through-
out, which was unfortunate, as the film is
about a bunch of people doing just that.

I want a lot more after all this time,
which may just be too bad for me. In
another unwittingly apt line from Vagina
Wolf, a film producer quips, “Gays and
lesbians have the same s%f#tty taste as
everybody else.” Movies rarely equal art.
Back in "85, I was a newly out baby dyke
and desperate to see my most ridiculous
lesbian romance fantasies projected on
a big movie. I must have seen Desert
Hearts five times the week it came out,
but frankly it wasn't a great film. I didn't
care, because how could I resist an escap-
ist romp with a sexy ingénue who enters
the film driving backwards in a convert-
ible, full-speed, to say hello to the brilliant
female professor that's just come to town?

Carry on, all you makers of “lesbian
films.” There's always going to be an
appreciative lesbian audience, but can you
aim high every now and then? m

Abby is a civil rights attorney-turned-author who has been in the LGBT rights trenches for
25+ years. She can be reached through her website: queerquestionsstraighttalk.com
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Lounge 107 stories above The Strip.
Full 360-degree view of Las Vegas.
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with half-off appetizer specials
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DJ Entertainment 11pm to Close
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THE AFFORDABLE

HEALTH CARE ACT

[ by Edward Padilla ]

38

With the impending rollout of the
Affordable Care Act (ACA), have ADAPs
(AIDS Drug Assistance Programs)
become obsolete in the USA? QVegas
posed this question, and, while some
answers were available, there was
much more to explore.

ADAPs provide free medications for the
treatment of HIV/AIDS and opportunistic
infections. ADAPs help people with partial
insurance or who have a Medicaid spend-
down requirement. As we see the ACA
rollout, government agencies will redirect
people living with HIV/AIDS to Medicaid
which will include broader eligibility
requirements. To assure all Americans will
see the benefits of the ACA, the government
fully funded the ACA for the first three years.
This funding will help many states with a
waiting list for ADAP assistance.

“There is no current waiting list for ADAP
in Nevada,” Yvonne Charles from Access to
Healthcare Network stated. “We also see the
ACA as a great way to keep us away from
having to implement a cost-containment
strategy.” When asked about the current
number of Nevadans on the state’s ADAP
there was not a definitive answer, but the
amount is “slightly less than 1000.” She also
adds, “Depending on their ACA enrollment
metallic level, our ADAP will continue to help,
although federal funding will consistently
decrease over the next six years.”

The ACA establishes four levels of
coverage based on the concept of actuarial
value, which represents the share of health
care expenses the plan covers for a typical
group of enrollees. Actuarial value measures
the relative generosity of benefits covered
by a health insurance plan. Under the ACA,

a health insurance plan’s actuarial value
indicates the average share of medical
spending that the plan pays, as opposed to
out of pocket expenses. The calculation takes
into account a plan’s various cost-sharing
features, such as deductibles, coinsurance,
copayments, and out-of-pocket limits. As
plans increase in actuarial value-bronze,
silver, gold, and platinum-they would cover a
greater share of enrollees’ medical expenses

QVEGAS.COM

overall, though the details could vary

across plans. Bronze will cover up to 60% of
essential benefits; silver, 70%; gold, 80%; and
platinum, 90%.

The drug benefit program will include
the above percentages. For Example: An
individual who has a monthly prescription
drug cost of $100 has a deductible of $40
under the Bronze plan. Personal insurance,
if available, can compensate for this cost,
and may cover the gap to 100%. Individuals
without additional insurance are solely
responsible to cover this deductible, and
after 2020, when full federal funding ends,
many may enroll for ADAP assistance.

The levels of coverage provided with
the ACA are central to the coverage people
receive, and how people understand how
the ACA affects them. However, an actuarial
value is not as discerning for people as
specific deductibles and other out-of-pocket
costs. Additionally, the Congressional
Budget Office did not release estimates of
deductibles and other coverage features
during the legislative debate.

Other countries with national healthcare
have described the government slowly
removing itself from all medication
resources. Many countries add a cap on the
amount a pharmaceutical company may
charge for its medication. Representatives
attending the 2013 International AIDS
Society (IAS) conference in Kuala Lumpur
gave their insight as to how their National
Healthcare programs are able to keep
antiretrovoviral medications (ARVs) in the
hands of people who need them.

Canada altered their drug benefit
program, and is now looking for the means
to resuscitate their ADAP. “Canada fell
into a false security that there wouldn't be
changes to national healthcare,” Gainer
Frost, AIDS Healthcare Foundation, said.
“Although there is now a rise in deductibles
and co-pays, government funding to ADAPs
did not keep up. Their current ADAPs
face underfunding and are now needing
to reach out to the private sector to help
individuals living with HIV/AIDS meet their
medical costs. Medication costs are stable,

but the resources to cover deductibles and
additional costs are dwindling.”

Jyan Rhimer, Queensland AIDS Council
(QAC), saw a huge decrease in ADAP needs
after adding ARVs to the National Drug
Benefit list in Australia. “The importance
of health isn't only preventative care,” Jyan
said, “But in life-sustaining medications. Our
states vary the deductible by population and
resources, which is the supposed average
income for all households. By our income
mean, if a person falls below a determined
poverty level, the DB program adjusts so
their out of pocket expense is minimal (less
than $50). However, it is often the services of
ADAP which pay any deductible.”

Daren Whittal, Western Australian AIDS
Council (WAAC), adds that in Perth the state
manages the ADAP, not individual groups.
“The state is able to oversee any medical
emergencies. We do not have the red tape
associated with help that you often find
up north. The person receiving medication
has the easiest part of disbursement. Our
assistance programs issue a recipient
number. Once the medication is available,
the pharmacy sends a generated list to the
assistance program and they receive credit.
Removing stress from people living with HIV/
AIDS is a big concern.”

“We also take into consideration the
children,” Jyan added. “A child born with HIV
or who contracts it at an early age takes their
medication without question. Their guardian
assures the dosage and schedule. Our
organizations offer classes for these children
once they reach a certain age. As they
mature, and learn the importance of these
medications, they are also able to transition
into caring for themselves. Based on the
adult tier of care, the children grandfather
into that level until their own income level
stabilizes.” When asked about the primary
need for the organizations, Jyan said, “We
help with necessities. Medicine is one of
those necessities, but it is not our central
focus.”

Local HIV/AIDS organizations in Las
Vegas reflect those goals. Asked about their
ADAP, Antioco Carrillo, AFAN, said, “We have



not had an ADAP for the last three years...
The state of Nevada transitioned the ADAP to
another entity.” AFAN lost its ADAP prior to
Antioco Carrillo becoming AFAN's Executive
Director. “It is currently administered by

the state through a contract they have
with...Access to Healthcare. Network” AHN

is Nevada's current ADAP administrator.
Antioco adds, “However, the state of Nevada
has assured us that there will be some
version of the ADAP after the enactment

of the ACA. After 2014, the contract
negotiations for the ADAP will be reopen and
AFAN will apply for that contract again.”

Antioco also adds that the importance
of AFAN in the Southern Nevada Area
will continue. “Providing that pre-existing
conditions are a “non-issue”, we will see a
transition of clients into Medicaid. However,
case monitoring, case management and
implementation of social work strategies
to keep people healthy will continue to be
provided at AFAN. This will keep us in the
forefront in the provision of services, which
will continue since the spread of HIV has no
signs of stopping at this point.”

Golden Rainbow does not have an ADAP,
and refers people to Access to Health Care
as well. Yet, “Golden Rainbow acts as the
safety net for the HIV/AIDS community. We
believe our services will continue to be vital
to those affected by the disease. Golden
Rainbow provides housing to the HIV/AIDS
community and we believe that housing
is the key factor to adherence,” Said Lea
Carrasco-Zanini, Executive Director. Lea also
adds that the new pre-existing condition
exemption, which will now cover people
diagnosed with HIV or AIDS before ACA
takes effect, will not change their usefulness
to the community. “Golden Rainbow does
not anticipate seeing a drop in clients due
to no pre-existing conditions. We provide
assistance to low-income individuals living
with HIV/AIDS. Pre-existing conditions have
no bearing on whether or not a client can
receive services from us.”

Financial independence is the of the
key factors in determining ADAP eligibility.
Access to Healthcare Representative Yvonne

Charles says, “starting in 2014, states will
have the option to include individuals

with income below 133% of the federal
poverty line as well as single adults without
children who were previously not eligible
for Medicaid. As a result, in many states,

a person living with HIV who meets this
income threshold will no longer have to wait
for a positive diagnosis to become eligible
for Medicaid.”

She adds, “Our ADAP program will help
those who fall below poverty, but also
include those with health coverage that does
not completely cover the gap in medical
costs. Some of our enrollees use Medicare
Part D for their medications. The ADAP will
be more effective in helping them reach
what is termed the ‘catastrophic level.”

The health care law causes ADAP
benefits to be considered contributions
toward Medicare Part D's True Out of Pocket
Spending Limit (TrOOP). This is a huge
relief for ADAP clients who are Medicare
Part D enrollees, since they will now be able
to move through the “donut hole” more
quickly, which was difficult, if not impossible,
for ADAP clients to do before this change.
Medicare Part D has different benefit levels
based on your income and the money you
have in the bank. Currently, according to the
Federal Poverty Level (FPL), people in the
highest income group or standard benefit
category will pay a $320 deductible plus 25%
of the first $2,610 in drug expenses. Once
total drug expenses reach $2,930 (the $320
deductible plus $2,610 for drug expenses)
Medicare does not cover the next $3,727.50
in medication expenses—the “donut hole”
gap. Once the individual and Medicare spend
$6,657.50 in drug expenses, they reach the
“catastrophic level.”

to get through the donut hole and reach the
catastrophic coverage level.

The ACA closes the Medicare Part D
prescription drug benefit donut hole,
giving Medicare enrollees living with HIV
and AIDS the peace of mind that they will
be better able to afford their medications.
Beneficiaries receive a 50 percent discount
on covered brand-name drugs while they
are in the donut hole, a considerable
savings for people taking costly HIV/AIDS
medications. In addition, in the years to
come, they can expect additional savings on
their prescription drugs while they are in the
coverage gap until it closes in 2020.

“I do not see Nevada phasing out its
ADAP program in the foreseeable future.”
Yolanda said, “It will be an integral part of
keeping people living with HIV/AIDS healthy.
There will be need for additional funding
because more people with access to life-
saving medication will live longer, healthier
lives, and need our assistance for many
years to come. As the government funding
decreases, we will also be looking at private
funding and outreach.”

Taking into account that there will still be
deductibles, although at a manageable scale
and that some people will need to transition
through the donut hole, it is apparent that
ADAPs will not fade away. As our neighbors
in Canada and Australia discovered, ADAP
usefulness and lifeline support will remain
a necessary commodity until we find a cure
for HIV/AIDS. While government funding
decreases, we must continue our efforts to
reach out to you, the person reading this,
hoping that you reach into your wallet or
purse, and continue to support the great
work of our ADAPs. B

From this point to

the end of the year,
Medicare pays 95% of
the individual's drug
costs. Drug costs,
deductibles and/or
co-payments paid by
ADAP will count toward
the $6,657.50 in total
expenditures needed

Ryan White Program Part B Information

Reno, Carson, Tahoe, Elko, and Rural Areas: contact Access to
Healthcare Network (AHN) at (775) 284-8989 or

toll free at 1-877-385-2345;

Clark (Las Vegas) and Nye Counties: contact Access to Healthcare
Network (AHN) at (775) 284-8989 or toll free at 1-877-385-2345 to

schedule an appointment.
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Specialist:

FELICIA
JEFFERSON

ow does a preacher’s
Hdaughter from the Bible Belt

of the Midwest journey from
Oklahoma City to New York, the
gateway of the world, and land in
the belly of the desert of Las Vegas?
I'll start by saying this: through the
grace and destiny of God. My mind’s
compass had no idea that Vegas
would be in the plans. Since being
named Youth Resource Specialist at
The Center, it is apparent that this
move was meant to be.

I was reared in Oklahoma City
to a family lineage steeped in
esteemed preachers, singers,
writers and musicians of substantial
gospel legacy. My mother was a
gospel singer whose ensemble was
frequently commissioned to open
performances for legendary artists
such as Andre’ and Sandra Crouch,
Tramaine Hawkins, Bee Bee and Cee
Cee Winans. I grew up in an eclectic
incubator watching creative and
progressive thinkers all my life.

If you are wondering if I felt the
pressure to succeed, the answer is
yes! I was a mama’s girl and the first
daughter of four girls. My duty was
to impress her then go beyond. It felt
natural to be a leader and strive for
excellence.

My musical skills are innate (writing
and composing on the piano at
the age of seven) and my formal
education includes being selected
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to attend the prestigious Northeast
Academy for their competitive
Oklahoma University Health Sciences
Center Bio-Medical program. I
established myself as one of the top
athletes in the state with records still
in place to this day. While playing
AAU Olympic basketball, I won a
scholarship to play for St. Gregory’s
University.

Nonetheless, there was always a
battle of the career fork in the road
for me to pursue music or minds, as
psychology was my major. Eventually,
fate sent me a map for passion and
direction. I entered my group in the
NAACP Talent Show sponsored by
legendary activist Clara Luper and
won with an original song thatI
had written. Destiny struck the day I
delivered a tape to a studio where the
producers of Color Me Badd's crew

i

%

worked. I introduced myself and they
said, “You're that girl that we've been
hearing about.” Soon after, they said
they were moving to New York and
wanted to take the top talent they
could recruit. I made the cut so we
packed up the U-Haul and left.

My focus and drive was to continue
to build my career in New York, and
for over 15 years I worked in some of
the most complex, creative, ground
breaking progressive companies
including Sony-BMG, GameTrust
and Nitro Advertising providing
mentoring for the professional and
creative growth for state schools and
government programs.

I had won awards and worked at
the top gospel labels in the world,
so surely by now I felt Mama was
proud. I was feeling the momentum
of total success then out of the clear
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“My goal here is to not focus only on
orientation, but to guide and encourage them
to completely be themselves in order to love
themselves first.”

blue I was diagnosed with breast
cancer at the peak of my career.

OK, no problem. I had a loved one
that had the intellect, compassion
and strength to assist me with the
extensive regimens. My only focus
was to spiritually and mentally stay
strong. I knew we could get through it
and we did. Then just when I thought
the coast was clear, the call came that
Mama was diagnosed with cancer.

I returned to Oklahoma City to stay
by her side. Unfortunately, she did
not win her battle and I began the
biggest battle of my life. I had to then
ask myself, what was this all for? Now
that my biggest motivation for living
out these dreams was gone, who was
I really doing this for? Was it for me
or was it to prove to my mother thatI
could do it? Who am I now?

As God always had protected
me with angels, I was blessed to
have another mother, Janice L.
Hamilton, retired Federal Aviation
Administration Fleet Management
Branch Manager, who was a
tremendous force of inspiration,
encouragement, support and love.

She knew I was grieving
tremendously and needed an anchor
for a fresh start. She allowed me to
come to the desert to begin my new
journey where I was able to replenish
my soul. She advised me to broaden
my scope for a career. I listened and
sure enough, the opportunity came

for me to score an entire movie and I
landed the position of Site Director for
National Youth Sports (for basketball).
Then I kept digging, hoping to target
another passion. Then, I saw the
Youth Resource Specialist position and
my mind said, “Go ahead and go for it,
why not?”

I never expected that all the
experiences that I had would lead
to The Center. But that's exactly
what was needed. What time better
than now to impart all the passions,
experiences and skills that I have
to enhance and broaden their
dreams and ideals? My goal here
is to not focus only on orientation,
but to guide and encourage them to
completely be themselves in order to
love themselves first. That in return
will give them the confidence and
foundation to conquer any challenge,
mend any heartbreak, erase any
doubt to soar to their own successes.
They must also understand diversity
and to be able to visualize and live
outside of their own worlds to have
empathy for all human kind.

What a tremendous feeling of

satisfaction I feel now to know that

I am aware of myself and touching
the lives of those who will be painting
the future of tomorrow. I intend to
develop innovative programs relevant
to their interests and future needs,

so that they can become the greatest
people they decide to be. m
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Metropolitan
Community

Church of
Las Vegas

Spl‘eadfhg f/ﬂg / 13/15

Worship Schedule

Saturday
5:30pm Rainbow Service

Sunday
9:00am Joyful Morning
11:00am NewSong

W. Wayne Lindsey
Senior Pastor

1140 Almond Tree LN
(Maryland & Sahara)

MCCLV.com
702-369-4380
mcclv@coam.net
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QVEGAS BUSINESS ALLIANCE NEWS & UPDATES

MGM ANNOUNGES WOMEN'S
LEADERSHIP GONFERENGE

The Conference will offer career advancement training,
workshops on entrepreneurship, tips on work-life balance,
networking opportunities and a forum to discuss real life
challenges faced by women professionals.

s part of its continuing effort

to promote professional

development and career

advancement among
women, MGM Resorts International
(NYSE: MGM) and The MGM Resorts
Foundation announce the 2013
Women's Leadership Conference on
Aug. 8-9, 2013 at the MGM Grand
Hotel & Casino in Las Vegas, NV.

This two day journey called,
Navigating Your Future, features
diverse and nationally recognized
speakers and accomplished women
role models. It also provides forums
for small-group dialogue and individual
networking among highly motivated
conference attendees.

This year the Women's Foodservice
Forum (WFF) has partnered with the
MGM Resorts Foundation for the
first time and is taking the Women'’s
Leadership Conference to a whole new
level. Conference attendees will get to
choose special tracks tailored to their
professional levels.

The Emerging Leader Track
is designed for entry to mid-
level supervisors, managers, or
administrators in their organizations.
They may not supervise a team but
they lead certain projects in their
departments. They will be inspired
to network and learn new skills that
will help them reach the next step in
their careers. The track will focus on
a variety of topics including how to
leverage social media and how to lead
movements that have meaning and

make money. Attendees will
also learn traits of people
who are always in the VIP

Get your NGLCC Certification Fee waived with

QBA Membership

QVegas Business Alliance is a Nevada non-profit
corporation and is the exclusive local affiliate of
the NGLCC. Our mission is to advocate, promote,
and facilitate the success of LGBT and ally
businesses in the Las Vegas Valley and Southern
Nevada region.

QBA members enjoy a waiver of all application
fees for NGLCC's LGBT business certification
($400.00 value) as well as a significant discount
off the registration for NGLCC's National Business
and Leadership Conference.

QVEGAS BUSINESS ALLIANCE, INC.

401 South Maryland Pkwy
Las Vegas, NV 89101
(702) 650-0636
www.qvegasba.com

section-the best seats, best

jobs, best relationships--and

how you can sit up front by practicing
these traits. They will learn six steps to
getting that front row seat in life and
about the one trait that shows they've
gone too far.

The Emerging Executive Track is
designed for directors and executive
directors in their organization. They
will learn ways to persuade higher
level leaders in the organization
and discover strategies and tools to
elevate their careers to the C-Suite.
Topics include how to identify your
communication style and how to
leverage that style in business
situations. Attendees will also learn
how to avoid self sabotage through
easy speaking reminders. They will also
gain specific key takeaways that can
improve personal connectivity.

The Executive Track is designed
for vice-presidents or above in
their organizations. Their ability to
influence across their organizations is
paramount. They will work on honing
those skills and focus on continuous
growth which is critical for their career
progression. Topics include how to
identify your own S.W.O.T. (Strengths,
Weaknesses, Opportunities and
Threats) and exploring how to develop
smart goals to accomplish exactly what
you want. Attendees in this track will
learn 15 ways to influence how other
people think so they make better

decisions. They will learn 7 disastrous
leadership approaches and how to
avoid them. Also, how to give candid
feedback to employees about poor
performances and still maintain a
strong working relationship. They will
learn the power of scheduling thinking
and non-thinking time.

The conference is open to women of
all ethnicities, professions and social
backgrounds, locally and nationally,
and men who support them. The non-
profit MGM Resorts Foundation is the
conference’s presenting sponsor and
for the first time is partnering with
the nationally renowned Women'’s
Food Service Forum (WFF). Proceeds
of the conference after costs will be
donated to one or more local nonprofit
agencies devoted to the welfare and
development of women and girls.

The registration fee for conference
participants is $350. Registration
includes the full conference and all
workshops and lectures, a networking
reception, and continental breakfasts
and lunches catered by MGM Grand.
Time is also allotted for attendees to
build key professional relationships
with other women attending
while enjoying the hospitality and
entertainment of MGM Grand
and other resorts of MGM Resorts
International. m




YOU KNOW A GOOD DEAL
WHEN YOU HEAR IT.

BEST OF THE

NEW YORK

S IABE

series at T he Smith Center

) 4 , AUDRA McDONALD IN CONCERT
SAVE 20%. ¢ | Y Tuesday, October 22, 2013 at 7:30pm

Five-time Tony Award® and two-time Grammy® Award
individual ticket winner Audra McDonald returns to the stage to unleash
AR (Ao 0 1 e oo a bevy of show tunes, classic songs and original pieces.

when purchasing the

BEST OF THE MICHAEL FEINSTEIN:
THE GERSHWINS AND ME
NEW YORK STAGE Saturday, November 16, 2013 at 7:30pm

Share an evening with Michael Feinstein, an all-star
force in American music, as he recreates his
most cherished songs and recounts how the great
George Gershwin has influenced his career.

AT
e ”’El | TENORS THE TEN TENORS

series by September 30.

Monday, February 17, 2014 at 7:30pm

3.
For tickets “ 3 Known for their wild mix of rock and classical music,
iy The Ten Tenors bring an all-new, limited-run
please visit X performance to The Smith Center that’s loaded

with their favorite Broadway hits.
TheSmithCenter.com

or call

702.749.2000 PATTI LUPONE IN FAR AWAY PLACES

Thursday, March 20, 2014 at 7:30pm

In her new, critically acclaimed concert, Far Away Places,
two-time Tony Award® winner (Gypsy, Evita)
Patti LuPone will take you on a musical journey
with thrilling renditions of timeless songs.

photo by Rahav Segev

SMITH
CENTER.

TTY:800.326.6868 or dial 711 | For group inquiries call 702.749.2348
361 Symphony Park Avenue, Las Vegas, NV 89106 ‘ THE

*Savings based on 10% series discount and no single ticket fees. $15 order charge will be added to the series price.
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(BA MARKETPLACE

QVEGAS BUSINESS ALLIANCE DIRECTORY OF
LGBT-SERVING BUSINESSES

CORPORATE SPONSORS

WELLS

FARGO

APPAREL

Family Apparel

7398 Cedar Ridge St.

Las Vegas, NV 89147

(702) 378-3348
www.familyapparrellv.com

Project Dress Code
Jackie Murphy Design
jambon1956@me.com
jackiemurphydesign.com

AUTOMOTIVE

Desert Oasis European Auto Service
2079 S. Rainbow Blvd.

Las Vegas, NV 89146

(702) 255-4090
www.desertoasisautorepair.com
service@desertoasisautorepair.com

BARS/NIGHTCLUBS

Spotlight Lounge
975 E. Sahara Ave.
Las Vegas, NV 89104
(702) 431-9775

CONSULTING

TWWIC Consulting
Robert/Bobbi Davidson/Drake
(702) 882-4007
empressxv@aol.com
www.bobbidrake.com

DENTAL

Desert Springs Dental

5693 S Jones Ste 113

Las Vegas, NV 89118

(702) 838-6684
www.desertspringsdentalcare.com

FOOD & BEVERAGE

Havoc Energy Drink, Inc.

376 E Warm Springs Suite #120
Las Vegas, NV 89119

(702) 675-6200
havocenergy.com

FINANCIAL SERVICES

Wells Fargo Bank
wellsfargo.com

QVEGAS.COM

‘M MGM RESORTS

GREETING CARDS

Teazled
(702) 823-1399
www.teazled.com

HEALTH & WELLNESS

Atlas Men’s Health

9499 W Charleston Blvd. Suite 270
Las Vegas, NV 89117
atlaslasvegas@gmail.com

HOME AND GARDEN

ProDesign
(702) 372-9712
prodesignlv.com

Varaluz LLC

4445 S. Valley View Blvd. Ste 6
Las Vegas, NV 89103

(702) 792-6900
www.varaluz.com

HOTELS/RESORTS/CASINOS

Caesars Entertainment
www.caesars.com

MGM Resorts International
mgmresorts.com

INSURANGE

Carl Zablotny

8560 S Eastern, Suite 200
Las Vegas, NV 89123
carlzlv@gmail.com

(702) 686-7966

Gregory A Moore

State Farm Insurance Agent
4312 W Charleston Blvd

Las Vegas, NV 89102

(702) 870-9298
greg@gregorymoore.net
www.gregorymoore.net

JPG Insurance

Jeremy Tyler

11411 Southern Highlands Pkwy, #320
Las Vegas, NV 89141

(702) 204-3484

nglcc" B

QVegas Business Alliance
is proud to be the local
affiliate of the National

Gay & Lesbian Chamber of

Commerce serving
Las Vegas and
Southern Nevada

Liberty Mutual Group

Lydia Toscano-Corbett

9005 S. Pecos Rd.; Suite 2530
Henderson, NV 89074

(702) 736-8611 ext.58075
lydia.toscano@libertymutual.com
www.libertymutual.com/Im/lydiatoscano

LEGAL

Nevada Law Group, Ltd.

701 N. Green Valley Pkwy. # 200
Henderson, NV 89074

(702) 946-8100

Fax: (702) 946-8101
John@NevadalLawGroup.com

The Law Office of Garrett T. Ogata
3841 W Charleston Blvd. #205

Las Vegas, NV 89102

(702) 366-0891
info@vegasdefenselaw.com
www.vegasdefenselaw.com

James M. Davis Law Office
6725 S Eastern Ave., Suite 4
Las Vegas, NV 89119
jdavis@davisnvlaw.com
www.davisnvlaw.com

(855) 377-5428

MUNICIPALITY

The City of Las Vegas
www.lasvegasnevada.gov

MORTUARY

Kraft Sussman Funeral Services
3975 S Durango Dr #104

Las Vegas, NV 89147

(702) 485-6500
info@kraftsussman.com
http://kraftsussman.com

Palm Mortuary

Gary Vrooman

(702) 464-8366
garyvrooman@dignitymemorial.com
www.palmmortuary.com



OFFIGE PRODUCTS

Centennial Business Products
5550 Painted Mirage Rd., Suite 200
Las Vegas, NV 89149

(702) 825-0334
http://www.4inknow.com

PHOTOGRAPHY

Laughter in the Lens

7225 Bermuda Road, Suite D
Las Vegas, NV 89119

(702) 858-5264
www.LaughterintheLens.com
www.Lindagphotography.com

LV PHOTO

4270 Cameron St Ste 3
Las Vegas, NV 89103
info@lvphoto.co
www.lvphoto.co

(702) 467-9169

PUBLISHING

QLV Holdings, Inc.
QVegas Magazine

401 S Maryland Parkway
Las Vegas, NV 89101
(702) 727-1800
www.gvegas.com

REAL ESTATE/LENDING

Prudential Americana Group Realtors
Felipe Crook

7454 W. Sahara Ave Suite #100

Las Vegas, NV 89117

(702) 362-1111

elipe@felipecrook.com
www.felipecrook.com

RELIGIOUS

Rabbi Shai Specht

(702) 582-5039
rabbishaispecht@gmail.com
http://RabbiShai.com

RESTAURANTS/FOOD SERVICE

Crazy Pita

2225 Village Walk Dr., Ste. 175
Henderson, NV 89052

(702) 869-7482
Www.crazypita.com

Paymon'’s Mediterranean Cafe
4163 S. Maryland Pkwy.
Las Vegas, NV 89119

TRAVEL

Frosch Travel

Ann Geskes
ann.geskes@frosch.com
(702) 871-0011

K&/bf@/ 5 D LESS

OVER 300

RENTAL GOWNS &
DESIGNER TUXEDOS!

* Onsite seamstress

* Same day service

* One on one consultations
* Personal Photo Packages
* Hair & Make-Up

\

Mon - Sat 10am - 6pm
Sun 11am - 4pm

800.375.2931 | 702.796.6444

. 3900 Paradise Road, Suite C
Las Vegas, NV 89169

/ www.rentadressandtux.com

Las Vegas Convention and Vistors
Authority

3150 Paradise Rd

Las Vegas, NV 89109
jmcmichael@lvcva.com

(702) 892-0711

)

Get your NGLCC

Certification Fee waived

(702) 731-6030 With QBA MemberShip

SECURITY QVegas Business Alliance is a Nevada non-profit corporation and is the exclusive local
affiliate of the NGLCC. Our mission is to advocate, promote, and facilitate the success
of LGBT and ally businesses in the Las Vegas Valley and Southern Nevada region.

ADT Security
Home & Business
Joseph Debick
702-513-0665

ASAP Security

3170 Polaris Ave. Ste. 4
Las Vegas, NV 89102
(702) 870-8880
jessica@asapnv.com
Wwww.aspnv.com

QBA membership is open to any business organization or individual in the Las
Vegas area. Whether you are small business owner or an individual working for
a business that is LGBT- owned or an ally-owned business or employee serving
LGBT customers, you are welcome to join.

QBA members enjoy a waiver of all application fees for NGLCC's LGBT business
certification ($400.00 value) as well as a significant discount off the registration
for NGLCC's National Business and Leadership Conference.

SOCIAL SERVIGES

- . . QVEGAS BUSINESS ALLIANCE, INC.
Rebuilding All Goals Efficiently (RAGE)
Wayne Young 401 South Maryland Pkwy

Las Vegas, NV 89101
702-650-0636
www.qvegasba.com

(702) 333-1038
ww.bteamrage.org

AUGUST 2013 | THE RELATIONSHIP ISSUE
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e Psychic
Mike
pyschicmike.com

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22)
Just because you're paranoid, doesn’t mean that they are not out to get

you. Enjoy the experience of being human while double-checking what
is real vs. imagined. Push yourself out of your own way to engage the pleasurable

experiences awaiting you this month.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22)

change knocked at your door. As your floor falls out this month, a spiritual

You've wrongly pinned your happiness to people, places, and outcomes for
far too long. You've stressed about losing them and went into grief when

lesson is learned. You've held onto not what is best for you, but simply what
was most familiar. Truth reveals that you are only held back by fears of the unknown.
Let go, trust, and jump off. Synchronicity is then enabled and draws the people, places,

and experiences aligned with your soul.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22)

Untruths, half-truths and

everything but the truth has
been told to you. As your own intuition
sees flags, your mind calls your sixth
sense illogical. Trust yourself more
deeply this month as you consider new
directions. Your own intuition receives
information back from all this month that
foretell of their alignment/misalignment
to your soul in the future. A simple
feeling of calm identifies all that are in
alignment with your soul. Intuition is the
gateway to the soul. Trust yours.

SCORPIO (OCT 23-NOV 21)

Dont be premature in
celebration or letting others
know too soon what you hope
to achieve this month. Allow more time
to pass prior to sharing the good news.
There is more work to be done and
therefore, don't count your chickens
before they're hatched.

SAGITTARIUS
(NOV 22 - DEC 21)

Needs to look at situations

in completely different ways
arise this month. Old ways of thinking
are put aside as subconscious wisdom
is at work. No need to rush to decisions.
This month is a time to pause to seek
answers from within.

GAPRIGORN
(DEC 22-JAN19)

You've got your feet too
permanently placed on the ground
preventing you from reaching the stars.
Logic has become an anchor keeping you in
stagnant waters. Unleash your imagination
this month. You've got to have a dream if
you want to have a dream come true.

AQUARIUS
(JAN20 - FEB 18)

Manage all despairing situations

in the best possible way. As you
avoid the truth by attaching to false hope,
know that this month is a clearing out of
what no longer serves your soul.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20)

The relationship patterns that

were  established  through

interaction with your parents/
caregivers are ripe to finally be broken
forever. You've sacrificed far too much
for far too long in hopes of returned love
that never materializes. You've tolerated
narcissists in your life, simply because
you have outmoded relationship patterns
with others that need to change. The gift
that interaction with a narcissist brings, is
self-understanding. Know that your only
obligation in this and any other lifetime is
simply to be true to yourself and true to
your soul.

ARIES (MAR 21-APR 19)

An awareness that modern

culture has misprogrammed

you to overvalue money,
image, and status becomes apparent
this month. As you look back, consider
how additional money above your
basic needs did not equal additional
happiness. As you switch from following
externally programmed values to those
inspired from within, a new road map
and identity emerges. Intentional
behavior of choosing activities based on
personal growth, relationships, and a
desire to help others unlocks your soul's
inspiration, magic, and happiness.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20)

Your life was not given to you.

It was loaned to you. Make the

simple solitary promise this
month to commit to returning your life-
on-loan at its end, “with interest.” Such
an intention matches that of the Spirit-
World's, draws their help, and opens the
doors of unimaginable possibility and
impact. One simple intention to help
changes all.

GEMINI (MAY 21- JUNE 20)

A call to ponder your own

insignificance in the bigger
picture of life and the universe happens
this month. In doing so, not only will
you transcend your fears of your own
life and death, you will detach from life
circumstances to realize you too have
something greater to share that others
need. Follow and share what becomes
intuitively apparent.

CANCER (JUNE 21-JULY 22)

Financial problems finally

begin to draw to a close.

Abundance on both material
and emotional levels occurs. Time to
enjoy simple domestic comfort, security,
and protection. Rest and heal knowing
all'is moving in the right direction.

About the Author: Mike Schopp is a gay Psychic Medium with 20+ years of working via telephone & Skype. He connects directly
with clients’ spirit guides. His inborn gifts are clairvoyance, clairaudience, & clairsentience which he uses to share messages from
the Spirit-World. Educated at the Arthur Findlay College for Mediums in England and the California School of Psychology, he

blends channeling & humor with his professional experiences in counseling, career assessment, and organizational development

to jump-start others to identify & achieve their soul's dreams. He has been a “guest psychic” on radio and published quality “how-
to” spiritual development articles in various media. He has provided entertaining psychic & mediumship development courses

& presentations in China, Thailand, England & USA and regularly provides spiritual development courses locally in Las Vegas. His
web is: www.PsychicMike.com

QVEGAS.COM
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NEVADA BALLET THEATRE

2013-2014 SEASON | SUBSCRIBE TODAY

Nevada Ballet Theatre and Cirque du Soleil”present

A CHOREOGRAPHERS' SHOWCASE

October 6 &13, 2013
Mystére Theatre, Treasure Island

(N James Canfield - Artistic Director

This critically acclaimed collaboration by
Cirque du Soleil® and Nevada Ballet Theatre is
presented in the Mystére Theatre at Treasure Island.

For tickets, please call (702) 894-7722.

SWAN LAKE Act Il and

SLEEPING BEAUTY Act lll (Aurora’s Wedding)
November 1 & 2, 2013

Reynolds Hall, The Smith Center

In November, ballet’s greatest love stories take

the stage set to the timeless scores of legendary

composer Peter llyich Tchaikovsky.

THE NUTCRACKER

December 14 - 22, 2013

Reynolds Hall, The Smith Center

Experience the cherished holiday classic of

The Nutcracker. The first production of its kind

built for the Reynolds Hall stage featuring grand sets,

costumes and the choreography of Artistic Director

James Canfield.

THE STUDIO SERIES: Outside In
March 27 - 30, 2014

Troesh Studio Theater, The Smith Center
The Studio Series gives audiences a rare glimpse
into the essence of dance, as our dancers perform
commissioned works and original pieces within the

intimate setting of the Troesh Studio Theater.

COPPELIA
May 9 & 10, 2014
Reynolds Hall, The Smith Center

The season culminates with ballet's greatest

romantic comedy, Coppélia. Perfect for the whole
family, this charming story of a young couple in
love, a toymaker, and his doll that comes to life

finds new fans in every generation.

Programming subject to change

NEVADABALLET.ORG | (702) 749-2847
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< GAYBARS
0

Badlands Saloon
953 E. Sahara Ave. #22 Las Vegas, NV 89104
Open daily, 24 hours.

Charlie's Las Vegas
5012 S. Arville Rd. Las Vegas, NV 89118
Open daily, 24 hours.

Drink & Drag Lounge
450 Fremont St. Las Vegas, NV 89101
Open daily, 4PM to 4AM

Escape Lounge
4213 W. Sahara Ave. Las Vegas, NV 89102
Open daily, 24 hours.

Fun Hog Ranch
495 E Tain Las Vegas, NV 89169
Open daily, 24 hours.

Las Vegas Eagle
3430 E. Tropicana Ave.
Las Vegas, NV 89121
Open daily, 24 hours.

Snick’s Place
1402 S. 3rd St. Las Vegas, NV 89104
Open daily, 24 hours.

Spotlight Lounge
975 E. Sahara Ave. Las Vegas, NV 89104
Open daily, 24 hours.

The Garage
1487 E. Flamingo Rd., Ste. C Las Vegas, NV 89119
Open daily, 24 hours.

GAY NIGHTGLUBS

8 1/2 Ultra Lounge & Piranha Nightclub
4633 Paradise Rd. Las Vegas, NV 89169
Open daily 10 PM

Club Metro

1000 E. Sahara Ave. Las Vegas, NV 89104
Open daily, 4 PM -5 AM

See our Display Ad on Page 20

FLEX Las Vegas

4347 W. Charleston Blvd. Las Vegas, NV 89102PM
Open daily, 24 hours.

See our Display Ad on Page 21

FreeZone Nightclub, Bar & Restaruant
610 E. Naples Dr. Las Vegas, NV 89119
Open daily, 24 hours.

Goodtimes Nightclub
1775 E. Tropicana Ave. Las Vegas, NV 89119
Open daily, 24 hours.
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KRAVE Massive
450 Fremont St Las Vegas Ste #370, NV 89101
Open Thursday - Saturday 9 PM - 4 AM

Share Nightclub

2013 Best of QVegas Winner

4636 Wynn Road Las Vegas, NV 89103
Open Thursday - Friday, 10 PM

The Affair
3765G S. Las Vegas Blvd. Las Vegas, NV 89109
Open Friday, Saturday and Sunday, 10PM - 4 AM

GAY POOL CLUBS

Burgers and Boys at Blue Moon Men’s Resort
2651 Westwood Dr Las Vegas, NV 89109
Open Sunday, 1-7 PM
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Temptation at Luxor

2013 Best of QVegas Winner
Oasis South Pool

3900 Las Vegas Boulevard South
Las Vegas, NV 89119
Open Sunday, 1-7 PM

See our Display Ad on Page 7

il—n MEN'S SPA/GYM

Entourage Vegas
www.entouragevegas.com

See our Display Ad on Page 51

Hawks Gym

www.hawksgym.com
See our Display Ad on Page 50, 53

LOCAL DISTRIBUTION

QVegas has amazing and loyal business supporters, partially listed
below. Please patronize these businesses as often as possible,
grab the QVegas Magazine and tell them QVegas sent you.

ACCOMMODATIONS
Blue Moon Resort

QVegas is available at most hotels
on the Las Vegas Strip. Ask your
concierge for a copy.

ADULT RETAIL

A-Action Adult & Video
Adult Déja Vu Emporium
Adult World

Adult Mega Outlet

Bare Essentials

Déja Vu Love Boutique
Fantasy World

Get Booked

Industrial Book

Lady “C" Leather

Peep Land

Price Video

Purple Pussycat

Rancho Adult Ent. Center
Red Chrome Adult Superstore

DINING & FOOD

Crazy Pita

Freakin’ Frog
Glazier's Marketplace
MadHouse Coffee
Paradise Mini Mart
Qdoba Mexican Grill
Republic Kitchen
The Arts Factory
The Coffee Bean
The Cupcakery
Whole Foods

GAY BARS, NIGHTLIFE, GYMS

8 1/2 & Piranha Ultra Night
Lounge

Badlands Saloon

Charlie's Las Vegas

Club Metro

Entourage Vegas

Escape Lounge

FLEX Las Vegas

FreeZone Las Vegas
Funhog Ranch (Max Bett's)
Goodtimes Bar & Nightclub
Hawks Gym

Las Vegas “Eagle”
Las Vegas Lounge
SHARE Nightclub
Snick’s Place
Spotlight Lounge
The Garage

ORGANIZATIONS

AFAN

Charleston Heights Arts Center
Golden Rainbow

Metropolitan Community
Church

Rebuilding All Goals Efficiently
(RAGE)

The Center LV

UNLYV Student Union

LIBRARIES

Charleston Library
Enterprise Library
Flamingo Library
Green Valley Library
Las Vegas Library
Rainbow Library
Sahara Library
Spring Valley Library
Summerlin Library
Sunrise Library
West Las Vegas Library
Whitney Library

RETAIL

Buffalo Exchange
Charleston Antique Mall
Funk House
Halloween Mart
Retro Vegas

Rick's Smoke Shop
Sam Ash Music

The Arts Factory

The Rack

Zia Records Exchange

SERVICES

American Male Salon
Body Fuel

Bronzed

Showtime Car Wash
Wax Hair Removal Bar

SOUTHWEST DISTRIBUTION
QVegais is distributed throughout Southern California and
Arizona, including Long Beach, West Hollywood, San Diego,
Palm Springs, and Phoenix

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Get QVegas mailed to you each month.
Visit QVegas.com for more information.
702-650-0636 - www.QVegas.com - editor@qvegas.com
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Las Vegas Only Gay Owned & Operated Men’s Club

H JINRS G‘B‘Iﬂ

JACKPOT MONDAYS \
7pm-11pm Jackpot
371D GhdeLube 2,207

ideLube 2.20z o
*PITCH BLACK '&‘m MMM(EB 's'ﬂ nﬂ
Wed 8pm-6am FREE LUBE
soorwar Y] T GAM
Two-For-One

Thurs 7pm-6am

*STUDENT SPECIAL \
$7 Locker Anytime

*MILITARY SPECIAL
$10 Locker Anytime

*EARLY SPECIAL
M-F 8am-4pm
$10 Locker $17 Room

*FULL HOUSE

Friday-Sunday
$15 Locker $25 Room

*Membership Not Included
*With Current 1.D.

953 East Sahara Ave 35 B 102, LV, NV 89104

QN)\THEATRE

.Com

ALTERNATIVE THEATRE AT IT’S BEST - LAS VEGAS

GODSPELL
August 2-3, 8-10, 15-17 @ 8pm, 11 @ 2pm

TWISTED CHERRY BURLESQUE
»August 8 @ 11pm $10

Keepin’ It Country
August 13 @ 7pm $15

Balloon Master Show
August 30 @ 10pm

Improv Vegas Presents S.E.T.
Every Monday @ 8pm $10

953 ESAHARA B16 - 702 732-7225 « IN COMMERCIAL CENTER

RackUnder\}véar.com
953 East Sahara Ave. B16 - 702 732-7225



“LIKE” US E
/ENTOURAGEVEGAS
ENTER TO WIN A $500 GIFT CERTICATE TO APPLE

TOURAGEVEGAS sarnouse

MONDAYS BOYS NIGHT TUESDAYS: LATIN NIGHT

18-25 ® S5 LOCKERS $10 LOCKERS e DJ ORLANDO

WISE WEDNESDAYS THURSDAYS: DARK & DOUBLE SUNDAY CONFESSIONAL
40+ $7 LOCKERS @ $12 ROOMS TWO FOR ONE $10 LOCKERS « $20 ROOMS

VISIT OUR BLOG “DADDY KNOWS BEST” by Chris Reynolds
AT WWW.ENTOURAGEVEGAS.COM 3

MID WEEK DAYTIME SPECIAL 4 T
S10L0GKERS | S2000NS—

953 E. SAHARA AVE - SUITE A-19 | LAS VEGAS, NV 89104 | 702-650-9191
WWW.ENTOURAGEVEGAS.COM - MILITARY & STUDENTS $ 10 LOCKER SPECIAL
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= # "HOT GUYS!

Laughlin: 702.989.0600
Los Angele‘s'??21 3.316:1006

Phoenix: 602.993.4567)

4 Fouow Us!

" @spunkiube

§ facebookcom
Jspunklube

o
Also
|Available |
LEAR S5
sili
)

Look and Feel
of Natural Body by
Lubrication!

fd

buy direct
Ww.spunklube.com

SPUNK Lube ;
looks & feels like
THE REAL'THING

FREE CODE: Q VEGAS

1-888-MegaMates™

www.MegaMatesMen.com

24/7 Customer Care 1(888)634.2628 18+ ©2013 PCLLC 2546

< Dog‘Walking
< Pet Sitting
v Waste Removal
< Pet Taxi

P= Yard Maintenance

www.scooperdave.com

SPUNKELUBE.com

QVEGAS.COM
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Las Vegas Only Gay owned and Operated Mens Club

953 EostSaora e 35 B 102 IV NV:6RI08(702) 7514298




ugust has always been a

milestone month for me.

Starting at Apple. Buying a

home. Vacationing in Europe.
Buying QVegas. If T had the time to
ponder further, I know more would pop
in my head, but the past year has been
a whirlwind since acquiring QVegas.

While I would not publish my first
issue until October, all the behind-
the-scene activity started last August.
There's a lot that happens in a business
acquisition, but swift, efficient, and
smooth are not proper adjectives
to associate with the process.
Spontaneous, on the other hand,
described my decision when the offer
was made to buy this magazine. That
spontaneity gives little opportunity for
planning, so the first few months were
reactionary.

As the new QCrew took shape, so
did my vision for the publication. Over
the past few months, the team has
been following through on that vision.
So as we look back over the past 12
months, I wanted to share some of our
accomplishments and the direction we
are heading.

QVegas evolved from a four page
newsletter in 1978 to a high gloss
magazine in 2004 and has become a
lifestyle and entertainment guide for
the LGBT local, traveler, and business
traveler. We produce incredible original
content, including our “Eating Out”
and “QStyle” features. We showcase
local and emerging talent, not only in
the magazine, but in producing the
magazine.

In May, we launched the new
QVegas.com website, integrating the
print magazine with the web. As our
local readership moves online, we've
balanced our print distribution and
now deliver over half of our magazines
outside of Las Vegas. With readers in
Long Beach, West Hollywood, Orange
County, San Diego, Palm Springs,
Phoenix, and San Francisco; QVegas has
become a broad regional resource for
attracting the LGBT traveler to Vegas,

last word.ﬂ

BY RUSS WHITE
THEVISION

positioning us as a leading driver of
LGBT tourism to Las Vegas.

Restoring economic vitality to Las
Vegas is a core value of mine. Recently
ranked as the 46th worst state to
do business, restoring that vitality is
essential to the long term success of
Las Vegas. In November, I spun off
QVegas Business Alliance as a non-
profit organization, partnering with the
National Gay & Lesbian Chamber of
Commerce to become the local affiliate
for Southern Nevada. Bringing LGBT
business certification to Las Vegas
offers significant economic advantages
to supplier diversity programs at
major corporations, including MGM
Resorts International and Caesars
Entertainment. In less than a year, we
had 7 member businesses representing
Las Vegas at the NGLCC National
Conference in Dallas at the end of July.

QVegas continues to give back
to the community. Through our
sponsorships of Pride, The Center,
Golden Rainbow, AFAN, the Sisters, and
more, QVegas provides over $150,000
each year in support to local non-
profit organizations. This giving is only
possible through the continued support
of our loyal advertisers. When you
support our advertisers, let them know
you appreciate their support of QVegas.
If your business or your employer isn't
advertising, ask them to show their
support for the LGBT community by
advertising with QVegas.

We have also listened to our
advertisers and readers when it comes
to the Las Vegas Gay Yellow Pages.

The Internet and mobile devices

have decimated printed directories.
Advertisers are not seeing the same
return on investment in printed
directory advertising as they see with
other print advertising. Consumers can
easily look to the web or their smart
phone for faster and more accurate
information.

But the LGBT consumer still desires
to know what businesses support
the community. Instead of printing a

directory, we have invested in a robust
website we have branded QVegas
Yellow. Our yellow.qvegas.com website
offers SEO-optimization, social media
integration, maps, photo galleries,
reviews, and comments at an affordable
cost that allows businesses to reach
LGBT consumers. Yellow is also the new
home of our community calendar and
classified ads. Posting events on Yellow
is free, and events appear on QVegas.
com for even greater exposure.

Starting with our September issue,
we will begin printing two versions of
QVegas—one for Las Vegas and one for
everywhere else. While the content will
be the same, this strategy allows our
advertisers more options in reaching
our readers. Advertisers wanting the
benefits of a yellow page directory now
have the best of both worlds with a
strong online directory and lower-cost
print advertising to reach local readers.

Also in May, we moved into The
Center as a temporary tenant.
As we look for more permanent
accommodations, being in-residence
at The Center offered us a way of
connecting more deeply with the
community and our new location won't
be too far from The Center. The QCrew
has taken the opportunity to engage
with the community in very unique
ways. Last month we started hosting
writing workshops with the youth
group and look forward to doing more.
I wish to thank Tom Kovach and the
Board of Directors for allowing us to
share this wonderful space.

Going into Pride season I enter
my second year as Publisher of
QVegas and look back on some great
accomplishments in a short time. I also
look forward to the coming year. This
year will bring more rich content, an
emphasis on web and social media,
and a deeper push into mobile. We
won't forget our roots as a local LGBT
publication, but we will continue to
reach out to the visitors that support
our regional economy and the
community we serve. ®

QVEGAS.COM




Build your customized ultimate
‘ PRIDE week. Pick your favorite room
N and hit the hottest parties at 10
. MGM Resorts International® Destinations.

?? E z YW @MyFab L
@l L L@/ Proud to be a presenting sponsor of the »

SEPTEMBER 3-8, 2013 PRIDE Night Parade on September 6.

BELLAGIO® ARIA™ MGM GRAND® MANDALAY BAY® THE MIRAGE® MONTE CARLO™
NEW YORK/NEW YORK® /LUXOR® EXCALIBUR® CIRCUS CIRCUS®LAS VEGAS

INTERNATIONAL®

‘@ MGM RESORTS |




SAV E’lcjp Glam It Up This Summer!
o

Visit TropLV.com or call 1.888.381.8767
and mention code GLM to book your reservation.

Enjoy summer in paradise at The New Tropicana Las Vegas

andreceive upto 20% off ourbest-in-classroomsandsuites,

reserved seating for two at the award-winning pool and
two-for-one tickets to Laugh Factory!

i 1 |
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Do You Want to be

Vegas' Next Model?

Follow us TropLVGlam [[] | @TropLVGlam [

Offer valid through September 30, 2013. Subject to availability; blackout dates may apply. Must be 21 years of age or older to book. Valid ID must be presented at check-in. Offer cannot be combined with

any other offer or promotion. Offer includes two reserved seats at pool for each day of your stay. Guest must check in with pool staff by 11am each day to guarantee chair availability. Laugh Factory voucher

will be issued at check-in and must be redeemed at the Tropicana Box Office. Valid only with the purchase of a full price General Admission or VIP ticket. Not valid with any other discounts or pre-purchased
tickets. Offer is based on availability. Excludes special events and Gallagher. One-night room deposit plus tax required. 48-hour cancellation policy. Tropicana Las Vegas reserves all rights.



