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Tickets 702.794.3261

Offer Code: 
FMQVM25 

FrankMarinosDivas.com

STARRING

AND A CAST OF CELEBRITY FEMALE IMPERSONATORS

on VIP and General Admission! 
Plus a Free Drink and Souvenir Glass on VIP only.

Redeem this coupon at the Imperial Palace Box Office. Other restrictions may apply. Management 
reserves all rights. Expires: 12/31/12. Must be 21 or older to gamble. Know When To Stop Before You 

Start.® Gambling Problem? Call 1-800-522-4700. ©2011, Caesars License Company, LLC.   IV1-29

$25 OFF
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ORDER NOW (702)946-4567
TICKETS ALSO AVAILABLE AT PARIS LAS VEGAS’ BOX OFFICE, 
AT PARISLASVEGAS.COM AND THROUGH TICKETMASTER OUTLETS. nevadaballet.org

Saturday, December 17 - 2 & 7pm     Sunday, December 18 - 1 & 5pm     Tuesday, December 20 - 7pm
Wednesday, December 21 - 7pm     Thursday, December 22 - 7pm     Friday, December 23 - 7pm

Saturday, December 24 - 1 & 5pm

Groups are Welcome!
(10 or more)

The Nutcracker experience is 
perfect for your corporate or club 
holiday event! Contact Joel Mann 

(702) 967-4938 

�
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SEXY • FUN • ACROBATIC

Tickets from $69 (plus tax & service fee) • For tickets: 866.606.7111 • zumanity.com
Performances at 7:30 p.m. & 10:00 p.m.

Zumanity ™ has been created for guests 18 years and older.

WRITTEN AND DIRECTED BY
DOMINIC CHAMPAGNE & RENÉ RICHARD CYR

DECEMBER 1-10

GREAT PACKAGE DEALS . BEHIND-THE-SCENES EXPERIENCES

CIRQUEDUSOLEIL.COM/CIRQUEWEEK
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About the Cover:
Photography by Marc Garcia

CRUSH, the local organization dedicated to promoting non-smoking 
through out the LGBT community, graces our November cover, and 

it's about time. Their efforts are making a huge difference in the 
health and lives of the members or our community.
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Tickets on sale at all Venetian® | Palazzo® 

“Buckle your seat belts”
– Rolling Stone

NOV 

17-19
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a note from our EDITOR

I love the holidays, as all the parties of the season 
take over where the pool parties and BBQ’s 
leave off. In this issue we searched for some 
unique gifts but would also like our readers to 

think about shopping locally. Many of our advertisers 
who support our community and QVegas offer some 
of the best of what Las Vegas has to offer. Visit our 
Yellow Pages section at Qvegas.com and get to know 
some of these companies. We thank each of them for 
their help in supporting QVegas.

This issue is dedicated to CRUSH, a non-profit 
organization dedicated to raising awareness in the 
LGBT community of the health risks of smoking, 
promoting smoke-free environments to socialize, 
and assisting those who want to quit. We invite you 
to participate at their holiday “Stocking Stuffer” event, 
and obtain information for you or someone you love 
who needs assistance in quitting tobacco.

Two organizations that need your holiday generosity 
this season are AFAN and the St. Therese Center. 
AFAN hosts their annual Children’s Christmas party 
and is in need of new toys for all ages, so look for 
drop off points in the coming weeks. St. Therese 
provides holiday food baskets for both Thanksgiving 
and Christmas.  Their “Underwear and Sock” program 
is always in need of donations as well.

Let the holiday parties begin!

Kelly McFarlane Smith

WE WANT YOUR FEEDBACK
Do you have something on your mind? Do you have something to say about an article in 
QVegas or any topic of interest to our readers? Do you have an idea for a future story? 
We want to hear from you! Simply send an e-mail to Editor@QVegas.com. Letters to the 
Editor may be printed in a future issue if signed and may be edited for clarity or length.
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FEMALE FORCE: CHER
She possesses a career that has spanned 
almost five decades, and she looks as 
amazing today as she did when she began 
first performing with her first husband, 
Sonny Bono. Now Bluewater Comics has 
got her in their latest issue of “Female 
Force.” “Female Force: Cher” is the new 
biography comic book due out December 
of  2011.  It shares how the woman born 
Cherilyn Sarkisian came to be known by one 
name - Cher! “We have been creating the 
biographies of the famous in a sequential 
art form for almost two years and it was 
only a matter of time before we got to this 

icon,” said Darren G. Davis, publisher of 
Bluewater Comics. “Her life 

has been marked 
by failures and 
successes, but she 

still stands boldly 
for herself and for 

her friends and we 
had to tell her story.”

“Female Force: Cher” 
turns back time and 

tells how this platinum-
selling singer became an 

award-winning actress 
and a performer for the 

ages. Writer Marc Shapiro 
says that Cher’s life and 

career “reads like a comic 
book.” “The clothes, the 

times, the attitudes of the 
decades she’s lived through. 

The different styles of music 
she’s been involved in. So much 

of what Cher has experienced 
is so flamboyant, over the top 

and just plain out there,” said 
Shapiro. “She has been very much the real 
life equivalent of a superhero, and writing 
about Cher, to a large degree, has been just 
about letting my imagination go.” The 32-
page comic features art by Zach Bassett and 
inks by Warren Montgomery, as well as a 
cover provided by DC Comics’ Joe Philips. 
The “Female Force” comic series offers a 
broad examination of strong and influential 
women who are shaping modern history 
and culture.  For more information visit 
www.bluewaterprod.com. n

BAD SEX
Who doesn’t love sex? But what happens 
when that love becomes an obsession or 
addiction?  Or you don’t feel the love at 
all?  Sexual issues – from promiscuity to 
sexual phobias and love addiction can 
destroy lives – and in some cases end 
them.  Noted sex specialist Christopher 
Donaghue has dedicated his professional life 
to helping people reclaim control of their 
sex lives through intense individual and 
group therapy sessions.  In the docu-reality 
series “Bad Sex,” the cameras capture the 
dynamic group sessions and the explosive 
and frequently heart-felt exchanges among 
clients.  “Bad Sex” will offer a frank and 
shocking behind-the-scenes look at the 
process of healing severe sexual issues – 
both inside and outside the therapy room.  
The 10-episode series “Bad Sex” premieres 
Friday, November 4th at 9PM ET/PT on 
Logo.
 “Bad Sex” follows the real-life experiences 
of 10 diverse participants undergoing 
an intensive, two-month program with 
sexuality expert Chris Donaghue.  Male and 
female, gay and straight, the participants 
range in age from 20 to forty-years-old and 
arrive at the group with issues ranging from 
dangerous promiscuity to clinical frigidity, 
from violent sex addiction to compulsive 
public sex.  Under his supervision, they’ll 
participate in a unique sex therapy group 
program where they’ll finally address their 
deep-rooted issues around sex, infidelity, 
trust, relational intimacy and sexual 
addiction. n



usbank.com
Please refer to the Consumer Pricing Information brochure for a full list of details and fees. Certain conditions apply to U.S. Bank Packages. See banker
for details. 1. You may be charged access fees by your carrier, dependent upon your personal plan. Check with your carrier for details. Deposit products
offered by U.S. Bank National Association. Member FDIC ©2011 U.S. Bancorp All rights reserved. 
From MONEY Magazine, September 2011 ©2011 Time Inc. Used under license. MONEY is a registered trademark of Time, Inc. and is used under license.
MONEY and Time Inc. are not affiliated with, and do not endorse products or services of U.S. Bank. is used under license. MONEY and Time Inc. are not
affiliated with, and do not endorse products or services of U.S. Bank. 

Open a U.S. Bank checking account and see how easy it is to waive
the monthly maintenance fee.
If you’re looking for great checking accounts, check with US! 
U.S. Bank is proud to offer Easy Checking, named Best National Bank
Checking account by MONEY® Magazine, as well as a wide selection
of banking Packages. Every account includes free U.S. Bank ATM transactions, free email and
text alerts1, a U.S. Bank Visa® Check Card, free Internet Banking, Internet Bill Pay and more. Bank at
thousands of branches and ATMs, online and from your smartphone anytime, anywhere. 

Upgrade to a U.S. Bank Checking Package and receive additional discounts and bonuses. And, it’s easy
to waive the monthly maintenance fee on a U.S. Bank Package; simply set-up a recurring direct deposit,
keep a certain account balance or open other banking products or services that meet your needs. So
say hello to U.S. Bank and waive your monthly checking fees goodbye! 

call 800-720-2265 click or stop by

Switch to us
and waive 

monthly checking
fees goodbye!
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news continued

LIFE'S A BALL
WORLD AIDS DAY EVENT
December 1st, 2011, Nevada AIDS Project, 
in conjunction with sponsors Tropicana Las 
Vegas and Club Nikki, is presenting “Life’s 
a Ball, A Celebration of Life – A Journey 
Towards the Cure” benefiting Nevada AIDS 
Project, a non-profit corporation.
Nevada AIDS Project produces the HIV/AIDS 
reference Guide and facilitates an essential 
furniture program for those affected with 
HIV/AIDS.
Festivities for Life’s a Ball begin at 7pm in 
the Tropicana Night Club. Local celebrity 
host Chris Saldaña and guest presenters 
will entertain and introduce honorees 
including two Lifetime Achievement Awards 
sponsored by MTV. 
Scheduled entertainment includes James 
Vaughn, Las Vegas Men’s Chorus and several 
invited celebrity guests. Along with a fashion 
show sponsored by Pull-in Undergarments 
and Saks Fifth Ave. Evening Wear. The night 
concludes with the Celebration of Life Party 
with guest DJs.
For information or tickets call 
702) 538-0054 or contact the Tropicana Box 
Office. n 

THE CELEBRATION OF LIFE
A JOURNEY TOWARDS A CURE

30TH ANNIVERSARY OF HIV/AIDS

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 1ST

Surprise A-list performances!
7pm - close

Life’s a ball proceeds benefit Nevada AIDS Project

For more info contact:
702 538-0054

btownsend@nevadaaidsproject.org

HOPE
Nevada Aids Project a Las Vegas based 
nonprofit that is dedicated to education, 
prevention, research and advocacy is hosting 
“Hope: The Power Of The Human Spirit” just 
in time for World AIDS Day at Tropicana 
Hotel Thanksgiving weekend, Saturday, 
November 26. 
The Hope Show is the first in what promises 
to be an annual starting the evening at 9 p.m. 
with a cocktail party, auction and showing 
of original Las Vegas show girl costumes 
from Follies Bregier with the highlight being 
the new show “Hope: The Power Of The 
Human Spirit.”  This special show, inside 
the Tiffany Theatre will feature Las Vegas 
Strip performers and headliners and special 
appearance by Las Vegas Men’s Chorus and 
Dr. David Wyles. 
“We are so excited to partner with Tropicana 
Hotel for the launch of Hope and look 
forward to a successful fundraiser for our 
Agency and bring awareness to World 
AIDS Day,” said Dennis Dunn, Executive 
Director, Nevada AIDS Project. Tropicana 
is offering a special weekend for visitors 
and locals Thanksgiving weekend that 
include 2 night accommodations, 2 tickets 
to Hope, 2 tickets to Brad Garrett’s Comedy 
Lounge and $240 dinner and wine pairing 
at Biscayne Steak House for $399. Call 702-
739-222 or visit troplv.com for reservation 
and when booking mention Hope: The 
Power of The Human Spirit. For General 
Admission, $45-55 with special VIP Booth 
seating available for more information visit 
nevadaaidsproject.org n

LGBT WORK RELATED 
POLICIES

Over ninety percent of the country’s 
largest companies state that 

diversity policies and generous 
benefits packages are good 

for their corporate bottom 
line, according to a new 
study from UCLA’s Williams 
Institute.  The study 
finds that more than 
half of these companies 
specifically state that 
their policies prohibiting 
LGBT discrimination or 
extending domestic partner 

benefits are good for 
business. The study is based 

on a review of statements 
issued by the top 50 Fortune 

500 companies and the top 50 
federal contractors when they first 

put these policies in place.
“This study highlights that economic 

benefits are a significant incentive 
when companies adopt LGBT-inclusive 
policies,” said Christy Mallory, Williams 
Legal Research Fellow.   “As employers 
consider adopting similar polices, and 
as legislatures consider codifying such 
policies into law, this research informs 
the economic consequences of their 
decisions,” stated Mallory.
The past decade has seen a large 
increase in the number of corporations 
adopting LGBT-related workplace 
policies.  Among the top 50 Fortune 
500 companies, 48 now include sexual 
orientation in their non-discrimination 
policies and 70% include gender 
identity. Additionally, 88% extend 
domestic partner benefits, including 
health insurance to the same-sex 
domestic partners of employees.  Among 
the top 50 federal contractors, 81% 
include sexual orientation in their 
non-discrimination policies and 44% 
include gender identity. Over half extend 
domestic partner benefits, including 
health insurance, to the same-sex 
domestic partners of employees.
“The specific reasons why these 
companies felt their LGBT inclusive 
policies had a positive business impact 
went beyond improving their efforts 
to recruit and retain the most talented 
employees,” said Brad Sears, Roberta 
A. Conroy Senior Scholar of Law & 
Policy and Williams Institute Executive 
Director.   “Companies linked these 
policies to improving employee morale 
and productivity, to meeting the needs of 
their diverse customers, and to sparking 
ideas and innovation through employees, 

including LGBT employees, who bring 
different perspectives and experiences.”  
Beyond business justifications, the 
study also notes that companies adopt 
LGBT inclusive policies because they are 
consistent with their corporate values of 
fairness and respect and because doing so is 
simply “the right thing to do.”n
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Community 
Thanksgiving Dinner 
for LGBTQ Youth
On November 17th, The Center will 
host its fourth annual community 
Thanksgiving dinner to benefit LGBTQ 
youth. This event will provide a 
home cooked, family-style meal for 
approximately 75 young people in The 
Center’s community room. We are 
seeking volunteers who can contribute 
homemade food items – from the turkey 
to the pie (and vegan options too!) – for 
our attendees, participate as servers 
throughout our buffet line or donate other 
items, such as plates, cups, utensils, 
tablecloths and decorations to make this 
a special and successful event. 
Contact Mel Goodwin at mel@
thecenterlv.com or (702) 733-9800 for 
more information or to sign up as a 
volunteer. 

13th Annual 
Transgender Day of 
Remembrance Vigil
The International Transgender Day of 
Remembrance is held annually in mid-
November to raise awareness of hate 
crimes committed against transgender 
people and honor those who have 
lost their lives due to anti-transgender 
violence. Please join The Center and 
many other community organizations at 
the UNLV Student Union, 2nd Floor, Hall 
A & B, 4505 S Maryland Parkway - on 
Friday, November 18th from 7:00-10:00 
pm for the 13th Annual Transgender Day 
of Remembrance Vigil. Call Jamie Lee 
Sprague at (702) 420-1294 for additional 
details.
For more information on the International 
Transgender Day of Remembrance, visit 
www.transgenderdor.org. 

Gay & Lesbian 
Community Center News
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THATS SO VEGAS! Tidbits from The Strip & Beyond

The NOH8 Campaign, a photographic 
silent protest created in direct 
response to the passage of 

Proposition 8, features subjects with duct 
tape over their mouths, symbolizing their 
voices being silenced by Prop 8 and similar 
legislation around the world, with "NOH8" 
painted on one cheek in protest.

Since it’s inception, the NOH8 Campaign 
has grown to over 13,000 faces and 
continues to grow at an exponential rate. 
The campaign began with portraits of 
everyday Californians and soon grew to 
include politicians, military personnel, artists, 
celebrities, and more. 

The NOH8 Campaign has been featured 
in hundreds of local and national news 
programs and publications.

Recently during Las Vegas Pride The 
Chippendales, who will celebrate their 10th 
anniversary at the Rio in February 2012, 
recently participated in the photo campaign. 

Through their “Chippendales Cares” 
program, the sexy studs take part in events 
throughout the year to raise awareness and 
support for many local and national charities 
like the St. Therese Center (HIV/AIDS 
outreach), S.A.F.E House (battered womens 
shelter), Susan G. Komen Foundation 
(breast cancer activism), Toys for Tots, The 
Salvation Army and various community 
programs.  And to clarify a myth for their 
many gay fans, men are always welcome at 
Chippendales!

- Randy Slovacek

CHIPPENDALES HAVE 
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Actor, singer, dancer and Broadway veteran 
Rick Faugno is moving his one man show, 
“Body & Soul”, to Friday nights in Shimmer 
Cabaret at the Las Vegas Hilton beginning 
Oct. 21, 2011.

 While still performing as Frankie Valli in 
“Jersey Boys,” Faugno began spreading his 
wings and collaborating with some of the 
most talented musicians in Las Vegas.  In 
May 2011, Faugno debuted his one man 
show “Body & Soul” at the Las Vegas Hilton. 
His final performance as Frankie Valli in the 
Tony award-winning show “Jersey Boys” was 
Oct. 9.

 “Every artist has to do new things and 
challenge themselves in new ways,” stated 
Faugno. “I’ve had an amazing career so far 
and will miss ‘Jersey Boys’; however, I’m truly 
excited about my new show, ‘Body & Soul’ 
at the Las Vegas Hilton. It encompasses my 
early stage influences and my original work in 
music and dance. I look forward to perform-
ing for Friday night audiences.”

Faugno performs in “Body & Soul” every 
Friday beginning Oct. 21st at 8:30 p.m. in 
Shimmer Cabaret at the Las Vegas Hilton. 
Tickets are $29.00 and $39.00 (plus tax and 
service charge), and can be purchased at 
the Las Vegas Hilton box office or by logging 
onto www.lvhilton.com or by phone at (702) 
732-5755 or (800) 222-5361. Fans can join 
Rick Faugno’s Fan Page on Facebook (http://
www.facebook.com/rickfaugno) and follow on 
Twitter (@rfaugno). n

BODY & SOUL

Laura Croft
Laura Croft, star of E!’s “Holly’s World,” 
introduces the ultimate experience in higher 
nightlife education with “Night School 4 Girls”. 
Designed to take the art of seduction to the 
next level, ladies learn pole and burlesque 
dancing from the pros as real Las Vegas 
showgirls guide ladies on how to release their 
inner bombshells.

Created and produced by SPI Entertainment, 
a leader in world-class entertainment for 
women, “Night School 4 Girls” is open every 
Friday through Sunday afternoon in the 
Thunder From Down Under Showroom at 
Excalibur Hotel & Casino. Packages start at 
$39.00. For reservations, contact 702-597-
7600 or visit www.nightschool4girls.com. 
You can also follow Night School 4 Girls on 
Twitter @NightSchool4GLV. The Thunder 
From Down Under Showroom is located at 
Excalibur, 3850 Las Vegas Blvd South.

p Ravella
Ravella at Lake Las Vegas is a hidden 
gem, where the desert gives way to a shim-
mering lake, white sandy beach and lush 
grounds in a romantic Italian-inspired oasis, 
perfect for those looking to experience a 
different side of Sin City with unmatched 
recreation and relaxation. Although the resort, 
which opened February 11th of this year, is 
located just 17 miles from the world-famous 
Strip, the serene lake setting and Mediterra-
nean architecture make guests feel as though 
they have traveled afar to a colorful waterside 
village in Italy.

While there, find inner peace and strength 
through meditative yoga classes while taking 
in the spectacular view from the PonteVec-
chio Bridge with YOGA OVER WATER, 
offered Saturdays at 10:00 a.m. and Sundays 
at 8:00 a.m. Breathe in fresh air over the wa-
ter as you participate in Yin Yoga Saturdays 
at 10, or Mixed Flow on Sundays at 8. Led 
by certified instructor Randall Nester, classes 
run 90 minutes and are open to all levels of 
fitness. Instruction fees are $20.00 per per-
son per session, with locals receiving a 50%  
discount with valid Nevada I.D. n

CHIPOTLE
All you Fashion Show Mall passionistas 
who don’t need a reason to shop at Las 
Vegas’ preimer shopping playground won’t 
need a reason to eat healthy either now that  
Chipotle’s 12th Las Vegas store opened 
in the Mall last month. The fast food chain 
that boasts it has a vision for fast food that 
is “Food with Integrity” is located at the 
corner of Las Vegas Blvd., South and Spring 
Mountain Road in the Great Hall of the mall. 
Chipotle’s commitment to Food With Integrity 
has led the company to serve more naturally 
raised meat and local produce than any other 
restaurant company in the country, about 
100 million pounds in all for 2011. In addition, 
100% of Chipotle’s dairy is made with milk 
from cows that are not treated with the 
synthetic hormone rBGH and an increasing 
percentage of its dairy now comes from cows 
that are raised outdoors on pastures. So, 
happy shopping! And happy eating! n
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Tax benefit expires 
December 31st! 
Make your 
tax-free gift now!

Make your gift tax-free! 
Contact us today.

Irene del Rosario
702- 383-8095
Irene@afanlv.org
Or visit our website at www.afanlv.org to make your gift.
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POZ Life
Weekend Seminar
A free healing and transformation 
weekend workshop for people with 
HIV/AIDS and their loved ones is 
planed for Saturday and Sunday, 
November 19 and 20 POZ Life 
Weekend Seminar. 
The Life Group LA presenting New 
Beginnings, New Possibilities! 
The weekend will focus on drug 
treatment options, disclosure, 
relationships, sex and intimacy, 
clinical trials, art therapy, drug 
iterations with natural products 
and HIV Drugs, medication 
for wellness, adherence, 
complementary therapy, HIV and 
aging, and support groups in this 
two-day re-affirming experience.
Pre-registration is required, for 
more information, times and 
location of seminar call 888-208-
8081 or visit thelifegroupla.org. 
This seminar is sponsored in part 
by Golden Rainbow. n

Ready On The Set:
Coronation XIV
The Imperial Royal Sovereign 
Court of the Desert Empire, Inc. 
(IRSCDEI) and its 13th Elected 
Empress, Katrina Davenport-
Jewel, The Regent College of 
Emperors, Board of Director's, 
and General Membership of Las 
Vegas, NV have announced 
“Coronation XIV – ‘READY ON 
THE SET’” December 1st – 4th, 
2011 to be held at The Golden 
Nugget Hotel & Casino in fabulous 
Downtown Las Vegas and The 
World Market Center. They are 
offering multiple exciting events 
surrounding Coronation.

The In-Town Show & Awards will 
be held Thursday, December 
1,  the Out-of-Town Show & 
Bar Crawl will be held Friday, 
December 2nd and a Poolside 
Reception with Katrina is slated for 
Saturday, December 3rd. Tickets 
for all events NOW available on 
their website at 
www.desertempire.org. n

Animal Foundation
Lindsay and her boyfriend came 
to The Animal Foundation on La-
bor Day, looking for a new addi-
tion to their family. After learning 
that the dog they were hoping to 
adopt had already found a forev-
er home, the pair wandered the 
dog adoption bungalows. With 
22 bungalows, each contain-
ing 12 kennels, they saw quite 
a few dogs. After wandering a 
while, Lindsay stopped. "I asked 
my boyfriend if he remembered 
seeing a white dog with brindle 
coloring. We originally went right 
past her...not thinking much of 
her," she recalls. There was a 

reason she was drawn back to the 
puppy. Lindsay knew right then and 
there she'd be a great addition to 
their home, and a great sister to the 
couple's other dogs.
"Princess is still in the puppy stage, 
but she brings so much laughter 
to our home," says Lindsay. "We 
love her. I never knew how great 
pit bulls could be. Training and 
responsible ownership make all the 
difference." Lindsay loves Princess 
and will tell anyone who will listen 
about the joy of saving a life by 
adopting a pet. For more informa-
tion on The Animal Foundation and 
pets available for adoption, please 
visit animalfoundation.com n 

TEASE
O U T  A N D  A B O U T  I N  G A Y  V E G A S
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ith Las Vegas pushing hard 
towards a cultural revolution, 

a result has been a plethora of 
art galleries popping up, showing 

a myriad of classical and modern pieces.  
One of the most recent openings has been 
the Martin Lawrence Galleries at the Forum 
Shops at Caesar’s Palace.  This new Las 
Vegas gallery took the quote “everything is 
bigger in Vegas” quite literally by opening 
what may be one of the largest galleries in 
the United States with more than 26,000 
square feet of gallery, exhibition, and event 
space.  In addition to classics such as War-
hol and Chagall, the gallery has been proud 
to announce the showcasing the talents 
of acclaimed artist Robert Deyber, who 
has come to be known as a modern visual 
artistic minstrel and is often referred to as a 
storyteller with a paintbrush. 
 
Considering his ongoing fascination with Las 
Vegas, Deyber is excited to bring his collec-
tion, which includes some Vegas inspired 
pieces, to the Martin Lawrence Galleries 
at the Forum Shops.  “I’m really fascinated 
by Las Vegas, just the whole energy of the 
place,” he explains.  “So the gentleman 
that owns the gallery recommended that I 
do some pieces based on gaming and Las 
Vegas and things like that, so I basically just 
came up with some ideas that involved gam-
ing related topics and went with it.  I’m happy 
to say they have become very successful 
and people are gravitating towards them.”

Unlike many artists, Deyber wasn’t always a 
professional artist, even if he has been fasci-
nated with art since his youth.  “I was always 

a painter, since I was ten years old,” he says, 
“but it was always a hobby.  When I went to 
go to college, my father said ‘oh, no, no, no, 
I’m not gonna’ pay for college if you’re going 
to pursue an art career.’ So I went for busi-
ness and ended up being an airline execu-
tive.  Then, when nine-eleven came along, 
they lost billions and laid off a big chunk of 
middle management people.  So basically, I 
took a [severance] package and… ended up 
deciding to pursue a career in art.”

Not only is his fame compared to his time in 
the business a rarity, but Deyber’s themes 

and construction methods are also quite 
novel when compared to his contemporaries, 
as he explains.  “My theme that I work in 
his that I take idioms, euphemisms, and 
sometimes even old book titles and I visually 
interpret them… one day I thought to myself, 
‘I wonder if anyone has ever thought to visu-
ally interpret all these wacky phrases that we 
have in the English language, like ‘A bird in 
the hand is worth two in the bush,’ and so on, 
theirs hundreds of them.  So I just went with it 
and it really took off.

“Where my method is concerned, as far as I 
know I paint completely differently than any 
other artist,” he continues.  “The way I paint 
is very, very genetic.  I have never done one 
painting from start to finish.  The way I’ll work 
is if I’m doing a series of paintings, for two 
weeks I will just do skies, you know, take up a 
canvas and lay in the sky on each one.  Then 
I’ll go back and lay in the landscapes on each 
one.  Then finally I’ll lay in what I call ‘the 
story,’ whether that be the subject matter or 
characters.  I really enjoy the way that I do it 
and it’s basically the only way I can paint.”

With so many new artists hitting the scene, 
and much of it carrying the same themes, 
Robert Deyber’s art is a refreshing new of-
fering that carries essences of many of his 
contemporaries, including Salvadore Dali.  In 
addition to original paintings and lithographs, 
collectors will also have the opportunity to 
purchase Robert Deyber, A Language All His 
Own, the 130 page catalogue of print and 
painting images and Robert Deyber Minia-
tures, both published by Jenkintown Press.   
For more information on the Martin Lawrence 
Galleries call (702)991-5990. n
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C
hristmas in Las Vegas just isn’t Christmas without an 
evening at the Nevada Ballet Theatre’s (NBT) magical 
Nutcracker Ballet at the Paris Théâtre at Paris Las Vegas.  
“We are delighted to be celebrating our 30th anniversary 

performing the Nutcracker for Las Vegas at the beautiful Paris Théâtre,” 
said Beth Barbre, NBT’s executive director and CEO.  “We are grateful 
to Caesars Entertainment for hosting us for 
the third straight year.”  Jonathan Halkyard, 
senior vice-president and CFO at Caesars 
Entertainment and a Caesars Foundation 
trustee, said, “We are proud to be hosting 
NBT and the Nutcracker.”  Halkyard said, 
“We strongly believe in contributing to the 
enrichment of our community by supporting 
cultural organizations such as NBT.”

NBT’s production of the Nutcracker is 
choreographed by Peter Anastos in an unusual 
but enchanting take on the familiar Christmas 
classic.  Though true to the original story 
line, Anastos says this production has “some 
unique elements that audiences won’t find in 
other versions.”  Anastos’ whimsical vision 
is reflected in the colorful sets and costumes 
by designer A. Christina Giannini.  Examples 
of the delightful change-ups that Anastos 
makes include a somewhat sinister life-sized 
mechanical toy mouse that thrills the children 
in the party scene and a life-sized Nutcracker 
doll who performs a lovely pas de deux with 
the young Clara.  Anastos also replaces the traditional “Mother Ginger” 
divertissement with “Salt Water Taffy Sailors” performed by charming 
young student dancers who arrive on stage in a boat.  

The youngest dancer in the Nutcracker is seven years old, and 
performing in the Nutcracker allows young students from NBT’s 
Academy the opportunity to gain valuable performance experience 
while sharing the stage with seasoned professionals.  But don’t 
worry that you’ll be seeing performances that only a mother would 
love—even the youngest dancer gives a star turn in this high-quality, 
world-class production that includes sophisticated choreography for 

adult performers.  This level of training and performance doesn’t 
come cheap, and NBT encourages Nutcracker ticket holders to enjoy 
a festive holiday dessert buffet at NBT’s second annual Sugar Plum 
Party, to be held this year at the Sugar Factory American Brasserie at 
Paris Las Vegas on Sunday, December 18th, from 3:00p.m. to 5:00 p.m.  
You’ll have a chance to meet your favorite Sugar Plum fairies at the 

Party!  Tickets are $50 per person and $40 
for kids 12 and under, with the purchase of a 
Nutcracker ticket.  All proceeds help support 
the work of the Academy of the Nevada Ballet 
Theatre.  Call the Paris Théâtre Box Office at 
702-946-4567 for more information.

NBT invites you to meet an adult enchantress 
when Eva Longoria of “Desperate Housewives” 
fame is honored at NBT’s annual Black and 
White Ball fundraiser at ARIA Resort and 
Casino at CityCenter on Saturday, January 
28th, 2012, sponsored by Cartier.  The Black 
and White Ball has been one of Las Vegas’ 
premier social events since 1985.  Each year 
NBT honors an entertainer as the Woman 
of the Year.  Past recipients have included 
Chita Rivera, Celine Dion, Ann-Margaret, 
Paula Abdul, Bette Miller, Marie Osmond 
and Priscilla Presley.  The money raised 
funds NBT productions, helps NBT provide 
quality instruction at the NBT Academy, and 
funds “Future Dance,” an outreach education 
program to expose at-risk students to the 

art of dance.  Longoria is being honored both for her professional 
achievement and for her philanthropic work, such as her support 
for Eva’s Heroes for developmentally challenged children.  For more 
information and tickets go to www.NevadaBallet.org

NBT will present the Nutcracker at the Paris Théâtre for ten holiday 
performances, December 17th through 24th.  Tickets are now on sale 
at the Paris Théâtre Box Office, 702-946-4567, or online at www.
NevadaBallet.org. NBT season subscribers receive priority seating 
and discounts on additional tickets.   Don’t miss out on the holiday 
magic! n

NutcrackerThe
at Paris Las Vegas

by Richard Davis
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“The Smith Center was built by the 
community, for the community,” proclaims 
Amber Stidham, public relations manager 
for The Smith Center.  The LGBT 
community is central to The Smith Center’s 
vision of community.  Richard Johnson 
represents The Smith Center as a non-
profit member of the QVegas Business 
Alliance. In addition, prominent LGBT 
community leaders serve on The Smith 
Center’s Board of Directors, including 
Charles Atwood, Robert Forbuss, Sig 
Rogich and Roger Thomas.  The diversity 
of The Smith Center’s board is key to their 
vision of the arts in Southern Nevada. 

Forged from a community “call to action” 
in the early 90’s by leading gaming and 
business leaders, including Steve and 
Elaine Wynn, Don Snyder, (then president 
of Boyd Gaming, who now serves as 
chair of The Smith 
Center’s board) 
and John Goolsby, 
(then-president of 
the Howard Hughes 
Corporation), the 
gleaming stainless 
steel tower of The 
Smith Center has 
risen through the 
strong support 
of the Las Vegas 
community.  That 
support showed 
itself when the 
Las Vegas-based 
Donald W. Reynolds 
Foundation gave 
a landmark gift of $50 million in 2005 in 
honor of Fred W. Smith and his wife, Mary.  
The various lily-inspired design elements 
found throughout the Center are a delicate 
nod to Mary Smith’s love for lilies.  Smith 
is the chair of the Reynolds Foundation 
and the retired chair of the Donrey Media 
Group, the late Donald Reynolds’ media 
empire, and the former publisher of the 
Las Vegas Review-Journal.  The Reynolds 
Foundation followed up its initial gift with 
an additional $100 million, making its total 
gift the largest philanthropic donation in 
Nevada history and the second largest 
donation to the performing arts in the 
United States.  

“The people of Las Vegas made it happen,” 
Charles Atwood said in a recent interview 
with QVegas about The Smith Center’s 
anticipated opening in March 2012.   

“Fanfare for the Common Man,” 
the 20th century American 

masterwork by gay composer 
Aaron Copland was selected by 

The Smith Center for the Performing 
Arts as the “muse” to inspire Las 

Vegas artist Tim Bavington’s large 
synthetic polymer painting that will 

dominate the second floor of The 
Smith Center’s own masterwork, 

the 2,050 seat Reynolds Hall.  The 
theme and the use of a local artist 

capture The Smith Center’s vision 
of itself “as the new cultural heart 
of our community,” said Richard 

Johnson, vice president and 
CFO of The Smith Center.  States 

Johnson, “We’re building a world-
class performing arts center for the 

people who live and work here in 
Las Vegas.”

Atwood, who serves on its Executive 
Committee, is being honored as Man of 
the Year 2011 at the Gay and Lesbian 
Community Center of Southern Nevada’s 
Honorarium in November.  The total $470 
million cost for The Smith Center has 
already been paid for through a creative 
combination of public and private funding.  
Among the private businesses and citizens 
who have contributed are the 54 Founders 
who each gave $1 million toward The 
Smith Center’s capital campaign.  The 
LGBT community’s Atwood is among 
those Founders whose names will be 
permanently displayed in the pink Verona 
marble in the Grand Lobby of Reynolds 
Hall.

The Smith Center was designed by David 
M. Schwarz Architects and executed by 
HKS Architects.  The design reflects the 

1930’s Art Deco 
details of the Hoover 
Dam, capturing 
in 2,458 tons of 
Indiana limestone 
and 4,000 tons 
of structural steel 
the mood of that 
first great public 
works project that 
defined Las Vegas 
to the world. It too, 
was built in the 
midst of a national 
depression. Though 
monumental, The 
Smith Center, 

(like Hoover Dam), 
possesses a delicate grace, culminating 
in a 16-story bell tower that houses a 
four-octave carillon, comprised of 47 
handcrafted bronze bells, making The 
Smith Center itself a musical instrument.  
The tower is topped by a stainless 
steel crown reflecting Nevada’s official 
nickname, “The Silver State.”

The project’s five acre campus houses 
three performing arts buildings, along 
with the Discovery Children’s Museum, 
surrounded by the 1.7 acre Symphony 
Park.  Reynolds Hall, with its dramatic 
stage and full orchestra pit capable 
of seating up to 100 musicians is an 
architectural masterpiece with stunning 
balconies that sweep the eye upwards to 
a domed ceiling of shimmering light.  The 
Grand Lobby boasts custom-designed 
terrazzo floors with walls lined by Verona 

The People's Art Center
By Richard Davis
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GIVE THE GIFT OF ART AND ENTERTAINMENT WITH A HOLIDAY GIFT CERTIFICATE.

SI NG LE TICKETS ON SALE NOVEM B ER 18 AT 8AM . 
Experience The Smith Center’s phenomenal fi rst season for as little as $24 per ticket. From 
music and dance, to comedy and Broadway productions, there are 26 must-see shows to choose 
from. Visit TheSmithCenter.com to see the full lineup and purchase your tickets today.
Debuting, March 2012      |      702.982.7805      |      TheSmithCenter.com

HE   RTOF THE ARTS.THE

Béla Fleck & 
The Flecktones

The Pink Floyd
Experience

Alvin Ailey American Dance TheaterDavid Sedaris

Lily Tomlin

Yo-Yo Ma 
& Kathryn Stott with 
The Assad Brothers

Buddy Guy with
Quinn Sullivan

The Cleveland Orchestra

Straight No Chaser

Michael Feinstein
The Sinatra Project

MOMIX - Botanica The Canadian Tenors

SWEET HONEY 
IN THE ROCKTM

PSY by 7 Fingers

Savion Glover
Academy of St. Martin in the Fields 

with Joshua Bell

Paco de Lucía

PSY by 7 FingersPSY by 7 Fingers
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marble.  The grand staircase’s stainless steel 
Art Deco railing lifts one’s gaze up and into 
the hall.   Custom-designed cone chandeliers 
descend dramatically from the ceiling and 
resemble the turbines at the Hoover Dam.  
The sculpture in the Grand Lobby by Benjamin 
Victor is drawn from the occult-like “Winged 
Figures of the Republic”, created by Oskar 
J.W. Hansen for the Hoover Dam Memorial.  

The Boman Pavilion, Reynolds Hall’s cozy 
sister theater, seats 258 cocktail-style and will 
feature cabaret and jazz performances.  The 
Boman was named in honor of Jeane Boman, 
the mother of Dr. Keith Boman, vice chair of 
The Smith Center’s board and a Reynolds 
Foundation trustee.  Bay window balconies 
grace the Boman’s second floor and overlook 
Symphony Park.  Modern Western artist Ed 
Mell has been commissioned to paint four 
paintings in homage to the desert southwest 
for the Pavilion’s lobby.  The top floors of the 
Pavilion will house a business center to provide 
support to community arts organizations.  The 
final building in The Smith Center complex 
will be a 250-seat studio theater.  The studio 
theater’s stage will have a sprung floor for 

theater or dance, ideal as a rehearsal space 
and for black box and children’s theater, 
community and private events.  

As beautiful as The Smith Center is, the 
practical functioning of a performing arts 
center came first in the design process.  The 
acoustical design company, Akustiks, led 
by Paul Scarbrough, oversaw the design of 
everything from flooring to lighting sconces 
that contributed to the acoustical structure 
of The Smith Center spaces.  The Smith 
Center’s design includes a sub-basement of 
concrete 36 inches thick to absorb sounds 
from the nearby Union Pacific tracks.  The 
Smith Center’s roof contains a 12-inch thick 
slab of concrete with an air gap, and then 
is layered with another 10 inches of interior 
sound deadening materials to absorb the 
noises of downtown Las Vegas.  In addition, 
The Smith Center will be the first performing 
arts center of its size and scope to be LEED 
certified for environmental sustainability.

“We will be bringing something for everyone,” 
CFO Richard Johnson said, “Broadway, 
classical music, dance, jazz-cabaret, and all 
kinds of music.”  Amber Stidham, PR manager 
said, “Our price points start at $24 per ticket 
to make our programming affordable for the 

local community.”  Says Johnson, “Strong 
ticket sales are already demonstrating that 
there is great demand in Las Vegas for the 
performances that will soon appear on our 
stages.”  The Smith Center’s inaugural season 
includes four Broadway blockbusters: “The 
Color Purple,” “Mary Poppins,” “Million Dollar 
Quartet,” and “Memphis,” which won the 2010 
Tony award for Best Musical.  Even in its 
selection of touring shows The Smith Center’s 
focus is on the local community.  “Million Dollar 
Quartet” is perhaps a nod at Las Vegas’ unique 
obsession with Elvis.  Season subscribers to 
the “Broadway Las Vegas Series” lock in their 
seats for 2012’s production of “Wicked”.  The 
Smith Center’s other offerings in music, dance 
and stage—from Yo-Yo Ma and “Sweet Honey 
in the Rock” to Alvin Ailey American Dance 
Theater and “Golda’s Balcony”—reflects The 
Smith’s Center’s commitment to diversity.  
Special attractions include appearances by 
gay and lesbian humorists David Sedaris 
and Lily Tomlin.  For the in Boman Pavilion’s 
Cabaret Jazz series comes local favorite Clint 
Holmes, along with such renowned artists as 
Branford Marsalis, Andrea Marcovicci and 
LGBT favorite Barbara Cook.  

For tickets to the Broadway Las Vegas series 
or any other upcoming event at The Smith 
Center, log on to www.thesmithcenter.com or 
call the box office at 702-982-7805 (temporarily 
housed at the Holsum Lofts at 241 West 
Charleston Blvd.).  With their “Design Your 
Own” series, you can choose from 20 shows 
and save up to 15 percent off each ticket. 

Further anchoring The Smith Center within 
the local performing arts community, The 
Smith Center’s Richard Johnson confirms, 
“The Smith Center will provide a new home 
for our resident companies the Las Vegas 
Philharmonic and the Nevada Ballet Theatre.”  
Las Vegas Philharmonic president and CEO 
Jeri Crawford, who along with husband 
Richard, own the familiar Green Valley 
Grocery chain as well as Crawford Oil, states, 
“The Smith Center experience will be an 
evening of fully experiencing the arts, from the 
excitement of entering the new performing arts 
center to the quality of the sound and staging.”  
Patricia Pieper Fink, marketing director for the 
Philharmonic says, “Because we are splitting 
our season between Artemus Ham Hall at 
UNLV and The Smith Center, we are offering 
a mini-series for new subscribers who want 
to experience the Philharmonic at The Smith 
Center.”  
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For the Philharmonic’s inaugural concert 
in May 1999, under the baton of founding 
music director and conductor laureate Hal 
Weller, the Philharmonic performed Mahler’s 
“Resurrection” Symphony No. 2.  Now, thirteen 
years later under the baton of Maestro David 
Itkin, the Philharmonic will reprise Mahler’s 
astounding masterwork for their Smith 
Center debut on March 24th, 2012, with 250 
performers on stage, including two choirs.  Jeri 
Crawford said being a resident company at 
The Smith Center will give the Philharmonic a 
“national stage while deepening its community 
connections and broadening its audience 
base.” States Crawford “The Philharmonic 
sometimes felt isolated from the community in 
their current home at Ham Hall on the UNLV 
campus.  We’re like the best kept secret in Las 
Vegas.”  Crawford said that at The Smith Center 
the Philharmonic will become better “integrated 
into Las Vegas culture. We will become part 
of the fabric of the community.”  In the future, 
Crawford would like to see the development of 
a Philharmonic chamber music series in the 
Boman Pavilion and she would also like to see 
the Philharmonic perform concerts inspired by 
Hispanic and Asian music.  “To say thank you, 
the Philharmonic plans 
a “Hard Hat” concert 
for The Smith Center’s 
construction workers 
before the official 
opening on March 
10, 2012”, said the 
Philharmonic’s Patricia 
Fink.

James Canfield, artistic 
director for the Nevada 
Ballet Theatre (NBT), 
said in an interview 
about the upcoming NBT 
season, “NBT stepping 
foot on that stage is 
a highlight of giant 
proportion.”  NBT will be 
celebrating their 40th anniversary with a gala 
concert and their official debut at The Smith 
Center on May 5th, 2012.  Canfield said, “Our 
gala will acknowledge a monumental moment 
in our history that honors the individuals who 
have supported and brought dance to the 
City of Las Vegas for forty years and have 
gifted all of us with our new home, The Smith 
Center for the Performing Arts.”  The Las 
Vegas Philharmonic’s Patricia Fink said that 
the Philharmonic is in negotiation with NBT to 
provide live music for the gala performance.  
NBT also looks forward to continuing their 
popular “Studio Series” in The Smith Center’s 
more intimate studio theater space where 
audiences will be able to experience NBT 
dancers up close and personal in works 
choreographed by the dancers themselves.

Other Las Vegas arts organizations look 
forward to possible collaborations at The Smith 
Center.  Opera Las Vegas’ artistic director 
Gloria Allen, said, “We would love to collaborate 
on a production with the Philharmonic at The 
Smith Center.”  She said that Opera Las Vegas’ 
recent sold-out production of “Tosca,” staged 
at the Nicholas Horn Theater on the Cheyenne 
campus at College of Southern Nevada, 
caught the eye of the local performing arts 
community.  The production was conducted 

by acclaimed Metropolitan Opera  Maestro 
Gregory Buchalter with full orchestra and Met 
stars Elizabeth Blancke-Biggs, Rául Melo and 
Daniel Sutin in the leads.  The excellent opera 
and children’s choruses featured talented 
local singers, and local artists were also 
featured in supporting roles.  Allen hopes to 
stage Opera Las Vegas’ spring production of 
“Don Giovanni” at The Smith Center. 
 
In a past interview with QVegas, Bernard 
Gaddis, artistic director of the Las Vegas 
Contemporary Dance Theatre (LVCDT), 
spoke about looking forward to 2014, when 
LVCDT will host the International Association 
of Blacks in Dance Conference at The Smith 
Center.  Gaddis said, “I believe in a holis
tic approach to the arts and the whole Las 
Vegas arts community will be involved in the 
conference.”  Besides exciting performances 
from world class companies, the conference 
will bring master classes and lectures on dance 
to the community.  The Smith Center’s Richard 
Johnson said, “The Smith Center is busily 
scheduling local arts events and exploring 
ways to work with local arts organizations 
in our facilities.  We hope that the focus on 

the arts with The Smith 
Center’s opening 
will raise awareness 
about the many arts 
organizations active in 
our community.” 

 There is some tension 
in this difficult economy 
between the vision of 
The Smith Center as the 
heart of the local arts 
community in Las Vegas, 
and the struggle that The 
Smith Center’s resident 
companies experience 
in raising funds.  The 
Philharmonic’s Jeri 
Crawford says ruefully, 

“Long-time donors will call me and say, 
‘Oh, I just made a contribution to The Smith 
Center.’  But not one dime of that goes to the 
Philharmonic.”  Patricia Pieper Fink, marketing 
director for the Philharmonic, said that the 
community needs to continue their support of 
the resident arts organizations if The Smith 
Center is to realize its vision.  Local Pulitzer-
nominated playwright, Edward D Padilla 
agrees. “There are no community theaters 
in Las Vegas that have full fly space.  If The 
Smith Center opens its doors to local groups 
for rental or subsidizes local productions, 
great.”  Padilla, nominated for a Pulitzer for his 
AIDS drama, “Fallen Guardian Angels,” said, 
“A full season of local big budget musicals 
would really fill a void.  But if The Smith 
Center is just a business or a money making 
enterprise, it will slowly lose speed.”  That the 
Philharmonic’s own annual fundraising event, 
the “Diamonds are Forever” Gala, is honoring 
the chair of The Smith Center’s board, Donald 
Snyder, and his wife, Dee, shows that while 
The Smith Center may siphon off some support 
for local arts organizations, the excitement 
of The Smith Center is also generating new 
interest and funding support for those same 
organizations.
       The Smith Center’s president and CEO, 
Myron Martin (formerly with the Liberace 
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The Smith Center Continued

Upcoming local performing arts 
community events include Top Hat Tenor 
Trio, a cocktail fundraiser for the spring 
Opera Las Vegas production of “Don 
Giovanni, Trio is being presented at the 
home of Phil Varecchio in Anthem on 
Friday, November 4.  Tickets are $40-45.  
For more information call Alvida Lane at 
702-459-6353.  

The Las Vegas Contemporary Dance 
Theatre launches its fifth season with 
their Fall Concert Series 2011 at the 
West Las Vegas Library on November 
4, 5 and 6, featuring "Vespers" by 
the legendary choreographic master 
Ulysses Dove.  The Fall Concert Series 

will also see the return of "Brethren," 
along with Las Vegas favorite, "Mood 
Indigo.”  Tickets are available at www.
lvcontemporarydancetheater.org. 

The second in the Las Vegas 
Philharmonic’s Masterworks series 
is being presented on Saturday, 
November 19 at Ham Hall at UNLV 
and will feature gay composer Aaron 
Copeland’s “Appalachian Spring.”  
The Philharmonic’s annual “Holiday 
Celebration,” featuring the Las Vegas 
Master Singers, is available in matinee 
and evening performances on Saturday, 
December 17.  Tickets are available at The 
Smith Center box office at 702-982-7805.

Christmas in Vegas is not Christmas 
without the Nevada Ballet Theatre’s 
Nutcracker Ballet at the Théâtre de Paris 
at Paris Las Vegas, December 17-24.  For 
tickets go to www.nevadaballet.com or 
call the Paris Box Office at 702- 946-4567.  
Season subscribers get priority seating.

The Las Vegas Philharmonic’s Diamonds 
Are Forever Gala is planned for Saturday, 
January 14, 2012 at Four Seasons Hotel 
Las Vegas, honoring Dee and Donald 
Snyder.  Gala tickets are available at $500 
a pop at the Philharmonic office, call 702-
258-5438, ext. 221.

upcoming:

The Smith Center’s design includes 
a sub-basement of concrete 36 

inches thick to absorb sounds from 
the nearby Union Pacific tracks.  The 

Smith Center’s roof contains a 12-
inch thick slab of concrete with an 

air gap, and then is layered with 
another 10 inches of interior sound 

deadening materials to absorb the 
noises of downtown Las Vegas.  In 

addition, The Smith Center will be the 
first performing arts center of its size 
and scope to be LEED certified for 

environmental sustainability.

Museum) credits his passion for the performing 
arts to a fourth grade field trip.  Martin’s own 
daughter, Molly, will be in the fourth grade 
when The Smith Center opens in March.  
Martin says educational programming is the 
driving force behind why The Smith Center 
was created.  Amber Stidham confirms that 
The Smith Center has joined with the Clark 
County School District to partner with the 
John F. Kennedy Center Partners in Education 
Program and the Wolf Trap Foundation for the 
Performing Arts in Virginia to train teachers 
to incorporate music, theater and dance into 
their curriculums.  The Boman Pavilion at 
The Smith Center will be home to The Elaine 
Wynn Studio for Arts Education, thanks to a 
$5 million gift from Wynn.  The Las Vegas 

Philharmonic’s Patricia Pieper Fink sees the 
educational role of the arts as essential to 
developing future audiences since, states 
Fink, “Our average audience member’s age 
is 55.”  Fink said that the Philharmonic is 
committed to youth concerts in the schools in 
order to expand and diversify their audience 
base.  Likewise, Gloria Allen with Opera Las 
Vegas is passionate about bringing opera into 
the schools with Opera Las Vegas’ “Watch Out, 
or the Music Will Get You!” children’s opera 
presentation.  The Philharmonic’s Fink said, 
“We have to keep the classics alive through 
strong consistent educational programs.”  The 
Smith Center’s Johnson adds, “Our goal is to 
continue to expand our wonderful education 
programs.” 

Johnson summarizes, “Our ability to raise the 
funds needed for a project of this magnitude 
in the midst of incredible economic challenges 
clearly shows our community’s support for 
The Smith Center.”  This summer The Smith 
Center launched its Annual Fund Campaign for 
programming, arts education and community 
outreach. In the fall they’ll be beginning the 
Capstone campaign to raise funds to secure 
The Smith Center’s financial future.  Said 
The Smith Center’s Charles Atwood, “The 
wonderful thing about people in Las Vegas 
is that we have this attitude that we can do 
anything.”  Gifts of all sizes are welcome and 
make this fundraising campaign a community-
wide effort.  To donate go to
www.TheSmithCenter.com n
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AIDS Memorial Ceremony and 
Candlelight Vigil

UNLV Students United for Reproductive  Justice QVegas & AFAN 
Invite you to join us for the

Las Vegas, NV – Aid for AIDS of Nevada (AFAN) is partnering with UNLV’s Students United for Reproductive Justice 
(SURJ) on World AIDS Day to raise awareness to those a�ected by HIV/AIDS in southern Nevada. On Dec. 1 at 7 p.m., 
supporters are invited to the AIDS Memorial Garden on the UNLV campus for a candlelight vigil delivered by 
growth advisor, Angie Harvey.

This moving tribute will pay respect to those who have been lost to HIV disease as well as unite the community with 
hope that together they can tackle an epidemic troubling the nation. AFAN understands that by keeping the 
disease in the forefront during AIDS awareness events such as World AIDS Day, the global community is encour-
aged to continue their work in combating HIV. 

Tweet it: Save the date for World AIDS Day on Dec. 1 & commemorate w/ @AFANLV at the AIDS 
Memorial Garden. Candlelight vigil begins at 7pm. 

December 1st, 2011
7PM
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CRUSH is a local organization on a 
mission to educate the local 

LBGT community on the dangers of smoking 
and offer education and support programs 
to those who want to quit.  They are true 
champions of health who are changing the 
world, one ex-smoker at a time. 
  
“We all know people who have been affected 
by smoking or second hand smoke,” says 
CRUSH program director, Malcolm Ahlo. “If 
you look at the facts, our LGBT community 
smokes at higher rates than that of any other 
population- it kills more people then AIDS, 
alcohol, car accidents, illegal drugs, murders 
and suicides combined and this includes 
Hookah. Hookah is not a safe alternative to 
smoking cigarettes.  In fact recent studies 
show that it has the same or even worse 

effects then 
cigarettes.” 
  
So how do you change 
a community? Aim for 
the heart. It doesn’t 
take a degree from 
Harvard to know that 
smoking is - well, bad. 
It’s not only bad for 
you, but it robs you 
of your life and the 
lives of those you may 
know or even love. 
“I started CRUSH 
because I saw first-
hand the effects 
tobacco use had on 
my friends and family 
members. I recently 

Las Vegas has become 
synonymous with glitz, 

glamour-- and clouds of 
cigarette smoke. Smoking is 

as conventional in this town as 
self-flushing toilets, and over 

the years cigarette smoking 
has become a global concern 
that is found everywhere and 

affects everyone- and in Vegas 
especially, there’s a whole lot of 

smoking going on.

lost my grandfather who passed away because 
of smoking. His struggle rejuvenated my 
passion to continue this fight." says Ahlo. 
  
CRUSH aims to impart education and support 
information to those looking to live a smoke-
free lifestyle, and according to Maria Azzarelli, 
Southern Nevada Health  District‘s Tobacco 
Control Program Coordinator, the health 
benefits of quitting are evident mere moments 
after you take your last drag. 
  
“Once you quit smoking your body starts to 
repair itself.  Just 8 hours after you quit, your 
carbon monoxide level will drop to normal; 
after 24 hours your chance of a heart attack 
decreases; 2 weeks after your circulation and 
lung function will improve and after 1 month 
you will start to see your coughing, shortness 
of breath and fatigue decrease. It’s never too 
late to quit smoking but we always encourage 
you do to it sooner rather than later.” 
  
No more hacking and coughing and fatigue, OH 
MY! 

If the health benefits alone are not compelling 
enough, then the support that the CRUSH 
organization offers may be just the helping 
hand that even the most hopeless addict needs 
to overcome such a strong addiction.
  
“If you are a smoker and want to start living 
a fresh and smoke-free life there are many 
options for you,” says Azzarelli. 
  
“We understand that smoking is very addictive 
but that is why we are here to help. Anyone 
interested in quitting should call the Nevada 

Photography by Marc Garcia

On location at Artisan Boutique Hotel

Written by Jill Roth
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CRUSH is 
holding their 
biggest event 
of the year, the 
annual “CRUSH 
Stocking Stuffer”. 
Organization 
Brand Manager 
Nicole Villa says 
it’s an event you 
don’t want to 
miss!
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Tobacco Users’ Helpline at 1-800-QUIT-
NOW or the American Lung Association of 
Nevada’s Freedom from Smoking Program 
(702-431-6348); the services are free and 
confidential.” This innovative organization 
is fighting to increase the number of smoke-
free environments within the city and have 
enlisted some heavy hitters along the way that 
are helping to change the community for the 
better.
  
“CRUSH has been fortunate work with such 
great groups and organizations as AFAN, 
SNAPI, Golden Rainbow, Sin City Sisters, The 
Center’s Mpowerment group, etc, just 
to name a few. We are very proud of 
the partnerships we have been able to 
form over the years and look forward 
to working with new partners in the 
future,” says Ahlo .   
  
“All we can do is continue educating 

the state legislature as well as local 
leaders to create more laws that 
protect the non-smoking majority 
within the community …We hope that 
our LGBT local leaders and decision 
makers look at what they could do 
to help protect the health and well-
being of our community.”
  
Speaking of events, CRUSH is holding their 
biggest event of the year, the annual “CRUSH 
Stocking Stuffer”. Organization Brand Manager 
Nicole Villa says it’s an event you don’t want 
to miss.
  
“This year’s “Stocking Stuffer” event will be on 
Friday, December 16th at 8pm at the Artisan 
Hotel Boutique.  The event will be filled with 
activities including pictures with a sexy Santa, 
prizes, and most exciting…our giveaways." 
  
 But wait…. There's more. According to Villa, 
the annual event is more than just a sexy, 
smoke free time; it can change lives.
  
"In addition to being a fun event, we use 
it as an opportunity to help motivate and 
encourage those who are current smokers to 

quit in the New Year. Each guest who comes 
to the CRUSH Stocking Stuffer will receive a 
free certificate for personalized help to quit 
smoking, which could include free nicotine 
replacement therapies such as patches, gum, 
lozenges, inhalers, nasal sprays or other 
FDA approved medications such as Zyban or 
Chantix." 
  
Since CRUSH started their crusade for a 
healthier Vegas, the organization has seen great 
successes which only seem to grow with each 
passing year.

  
“CRUSH’s biggest accomplishment to date 
would be the amount of people who have 
chosen to live a smoke-free lifestyle.  When 
CRUSH first started 63% of our community 
smoked," says Ahlo. "Today the number has 
decreased to 47%.   We believe that our 
ongoing efforts are paying off and that we 
are savings lives in our community. Tobacco 
is the leading preventable cause of death in 
the United States and it’s just a matter of time 
before Nevada joins the many other states and 
countries who are smoke-free. " 
  
Villa also wants to thank the community for 
their support along the way, emphasizing how 
together, we can all make a difference…and 
some of those ex-smokers say CRUSH is how 
they made it through each and every day.  
"We are so very proud of how the community 

has embraced our cause. To think that 
thousands of people (both smokers and 
non-smokers) would visit our website each 
month and sign-up to receive CRUSH updates, 
is amazing…and you can see both the Local 
Leaders and CRUSH Cuties on our website 
www.socrush.com .  People want smoke-
free environments. When people come to 
our “Fresh and Smoke-free” events they are 
thankful and enjoy their experience."  
  
Ex-Smoker Blain Anderson and CRUSH 
supporter Andrew Kiczek are living the 

smoke-free life and proud of it!
  
  “Yes. I used to be a smoker. 
However, seeing what CRUSH 
does and stands for in the 
community encouraged me to 
quit.  Fortunately enough, I was 
able to kick the habit. I’ve never 
felt better." says Anderson. 

  
Kiczek agrees.  “As a non-smoker 
I think CRUSH is amazing.  It’s 
great to be able to go to events 
where I can breathe and come 
home not smelling like smoke. 
I’ve never liked the idea of 
smoking so I support CRUSH 100 
percent.”

   
Quitting smoking is more than an opportunity 
to live a healthier, fuller life, and the people at 
CRUSH want the community to know that by 
quitting smoking you are paving the way for 
the smoke-free movement, not only here but 
around the world. 
  
"Tobacco is the leading preventable cause of 
death in the United States and it’s just a matter 
of time before Nevada joins the many other 
states and countries which are smoke-free,' 
says Alho."Smoking is so yesterday.  It’s almost 
2012 and by now we should all know that 
smoking and secondhand smoke are not good 
for you.  We all know that living a smoke-free 
lifestyle is healthier.  What we would like to 
emphasize to the public more is that this bad 
habit doesn’t just affect you, it affects all of 
us." n 

CRUSH'S 
ANNUAL

STOCKING
STUFFER

EVENT

FRIDAY
DEC 16
8PM 
ARTISAN
HOTEL
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How did a grassroots activist land in such a 
position of power? How did “the gay next 
door” take charge of the Democratic Party 
in the most populous county in Nevada? 

How did Chris Miller just become Clark County 
Democratic Party Chair?

Well, it took a whole lot of hard work. Chris spent 
countless hours on the phone, at local club meetings, 
and all around town reaching out to other local 
Democratic activists and talking with them about 
what they want to see out of the Democratic Party.

And of course, it also helped that these very activists 
were quite familiar with what Chris has done as 
Nevada Stonewall Democratic Caucus President, 
and as Stonewall Democratic Club Treasurer. They 
had seen for themselves Chris Miller showing up 
to community events and lending a helping hand. 
And they have seen for themselves Stonewall’s 
unrelenting activism for LGBTQ equality, as well 
as Stonewall’s more recent forays into progressive 
action and coalition building.

Chris Miller’s election as Clark County Democratic 
Party Chair, along with Stonewall’s overall success in 
becoming a more powerful force in Nevada politics, 
is a testament to what happens when our LGBTQ 
community gets out and builds partnerships with the 
greater community. We have to remember that we 
can not win on our own. We need allies, and once 
we find allies and build partnerships, amazing things 
happen: Domestic partnerships pass, transgender 
inclusive workplace non-discrimination laws pass, 
and LGBTQ Nevadans rise to prominent positions of 
power.

When Chris Miller and the rest of the Stonewall 
board began working together with the likes of the 
DREAMers (young people in support of the DREAM 
Act and comprehensive immigration reform), the 
Culinary Union, and ProgressNow Nevada, some 
were asking why. Now that Senator Harry Reid is 
reelected, AB 211 is the law of the land, and Chris 
Miller is in charge of the largest county political party 
in the state, I hope they understand why. n

How did “the gay next door” take 
charge of the Democratic Party in the 

most populous county in Nevada? 

Makes History 
As Head of

Nevada’s
Largest

Political
Organization

By Andrew Davey - Stonewall Democrats of Nevada Political Director

Chris Miller

Chris Miller at the 2009 National Equality March
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BOUTIQUE HOTEL 
RESTAURANT & ULTRA LOUNGE:

Whether weekday Las Vegas convention visitor 
or Vegas weekend partier, when you experience 

the ARTISAN hotel's gothic art-filled lobby, suites, 
restaurant, bar and pool, you are transported 

to another world! Leave your car with the 
complimentary valet and they'll take care of the 

rest. Sunday through Thursday the ARTISAN is a 
quiet Las Vegas boutique hotel retreat that's great 

for business and leisure travelers. Friday and 
Saturday it's all about decadent excess with non-

stop weekend parties and Artisan Nightlife!
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The Artisan Hotel has the best Las Vegas 
Rooms. At the ARTISAN there's an ambiance 
of mystery, and no two rooms or suites are 
alike. From the opulent master suite to the 
comfortable and elegant standard classic 
rooms, each is uniquely themed with iconic 
and contemporary artwork. Enjoy in-room 
dining from Mood Restaurant and drinks from 
the Artisan Bar. You'll also enjoy access to 
our European-style pool and free admission 
to Artisan Nightlife. The Artisan is a dog-
friendly Las Vegas Hotel.

The ARTISAN LOUNGE was voted Las Vegas' #1 Afterhours Lounge! Weekdays it's a hip hang-
out where the bar, lounge and heated outdoor patio have long been a favorite for in–the-know 
Vegas locals. Friday and Saturday they crank up the volume at their infamous Las Vegas ultra-
parties and the award-winning Artisan Nightlife. ARTISAN LOUNGE also features enticing happy 
hour specials. The bar provides in-room and pool service. The Artisan Hotel is close to the Las 
Vegas Convention Center and valet parking is free! 

The Artisan 1501 W Sahara Ave l Las Vegas, NV 89102 l (800) 554-4092

QVEGAS
BUSINESS
ALLIANCE
We are delighted to 

introduce you to QVegas 
Business Alliance, the 

perfect opportunity to network 
with like-minded individuals and 
gain exposure within the Southern 
Nevada LGBT Community. 
Membership in QBA is open to 
corporations of all sizes as well as 
sole proprietors and independent 
agents. regardless of sexual 
orientation. Gay or straight-owned 
businesses alike are invited to 
join this alliance to show support 
of our affluent community.

QBA MEMBERSHIP

Three levels of membership are 
available in the QVegas Business 
Aliance:

n CORPORATE SPONSORSHIP

n BUSINESS MEMBERSHIP

n INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP

All QBA memberships include 
listings in this directory and on:

www.QVegasBA.com
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MORE THAN A STAYCATION, 
it’s your home away from home.
Enjoy the relaxing pace of our resort with the 

excitement of the Las Vegas Strip just a short car ride 

away. Ravella offers world class golf, soothing spa 

treatments, outdoor pool, onsite fitness center, and lake 

activities. At Ravella you can feel free to be yourself. 

Book your QVegas offer: $149/night including 

Cabana for a day and two cocktails.

Promo code: QVegas

Call today to book your next stay 

888.810.0440 or visit us at ravellavegas.com
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ICONS IN L.A.
After an hour flight and picking up the rental, we start with 
a driving tour of Los Angeles, a great way to get the iconic 
photo-op locations out of the way: Walt Disney Concert 
Hall and downtown, Griffith Observatory, Hollywood 
Boulevard, Mulholland Drive, down Laurel Canyon to 
Sunset from the Strip all the way to the PCH (with a quick 
peek into Bel-Air), and ends in Santa Monica/Venice for a 
lazy afternoon of shopping, sightseeing or simply enjoying 
the water and the beach. 
SANTA MONICA
There are many late lunch options in Santa Monica, 
including the many restaurants along 3rd Street 
Promenade, but we go to The Lobster (1602 Ocean 
Avenue) with a menu that includes sandwiches, soups, 
salads and a great seafood selection, an amazing view 
over the pier and the friendliest proprietors and staff you’ll 
ever meet. Santa Monica is an artsy and vibrant area,  so I 
always check out the CVB’s online events calendar (www.
santamonica.com)
BEVERLY HILLS
In early evening, we head to Beverly Hills – and most 
notably, Rodeo Drive. The iconic street doesn’t disappoint 
– it’s the miracle mile for the label whore, and while there’s 
nothing within my price range, it’s always nice to do some 
window shopping. I prefer this time of day as the sidewalks 
are much less crowded. Just in time for dinner – a plus! 
My low/high options: Oliver Café Lounge (9601 Wilshire 
Boulevard) which is true to its website description as a sexy, 
sophisticated and stylish dining destination.  We opt for Villa 
Blanca (9601 Brighton Way) – which I was first introduced 
to way before Lisa Vanderpump became a “Real Housewife 
of Beverly Hills”. While the all-white decor and oversized 
flower arrangements feel more dated than elegant – the 
food is good and more accessibly priced than, say, the 
nearby Bouchon (235 N. Canon Drive), of the Thomas 
Keller Restaurant Group where you might feel a little silly 
shelling out $17.50 for a toasted ham and cheese with fries. 

VISITING
Los Angeles

by Charles Béraud

So we’ve got three days, a bit of loose change, and a han-
kering for a getaway – sounds ideal for a long weekend in 
LA. The City Of Angels: mythical destination if there ever 
was one – a city where everyone has a shot at becoming 
someone and will take your latte’ order in the meantime. 
And three days in LA gives you just enough time to capture 
the essence of the city without scratching the veneer of the 
city and the myth Hollywood built. 
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WEST HOLLYWOOD
Vanderpump’s other restaurant SUR (606 N. 
Robertson Blvd) in West Hollywood is also an 
option, which puts us much closer to our after-
dinner activities. Don’t let the fact that the staff 
is entirely too good-looking and incredibly 
aware of how beautiful they are (check out 
the staff “photos” on the restaurant’s over-
the-top site) deter from a delectable dining 
experience. Start with their shrimp and crab 
cakes. 

Well fed and happy, we head out to sample 
the very best boystown has to offer, from the 
Mother Lode (8944 Santa Monica) to The 
Abbey (692 North Robertson) and everything 
in between.
RUNYON CANYON PARK
Day 2 starts with a stop at Eat Well (8252 
Santa Monica Blvd), my go-to diner for a 
hearty and delicious breakfast…before 
heading out to Runyon Canyon Park, located 
right there just two blocks from Hollywood 
Blvd, just west of the 101. A hike along the 
various trails (anywhere between 3 minutes 
to 2 hours) would make you forget that you’re 
anywhere close to Tinseltown were it not for 
the many celebs frequently sighted there. 
After a pit stop at the hotel to freshen up, it’s 
off to lunch at Le Petit Four (8654 W Sunset 
Blvd) a French restaurant at the Sunset 
Plaza that serves a lobster bisque that’s up 
there with the very best I’ve ever had. It’s 
an easy walk from our hotel - The Standard 
Hollywood (8300 Sunset) - that would take 
less than 15 minutes each way were it not for 
the shopping on the way there and back. 
L.A. ART 
For the afternoon we eschew Disney or 
Universal parks and set out to the Los 
Angeles County Museum of Art (LACMA), a 
nine building campus located at Wilshire and 
Fairfax. It’s impossible to see everything so 
let’s not even try. The LACMA has impressive 
Modern and Contemporary Art Collections that 
are bound to spark dialogue. 

THE HOLLYWOOD BOWL
Another must in the LA experience for me is 
definitely The Hollywood Bowl. In season, there 
is always something amazing to see, whether 
it be a restaging of a musical, the LA Phil, 
or – as was the case this past season, Sarah 
McLachlan and the Hollywood Bowl Orchestra, 
Michael Feinstein and the Singing Stars of 
TV (including Wayne Brady and Florence 
Henderson), and Dolly Parton. We plan ahead, 
and place our order 24 hours in advance with 
Joan’s On Third (www.joansonthird.com) 
for a to-go picnic, complete with succulent 
entrées, salads, dessert and wine – and all 
the necessary accoutrements to cop a squat 
at the Bowl for dinner and a show. We park at 
Hollywood and Highland and walk. It’s easier 
in, much easier out, and more cost-effective.  

During the Bowl’s off-season, we typically go 
directly from the LACMA to Koreatown and my 
favorite sushi place Fat Fish (3300 W 6th St) 
– delicious, unassuming, fresh and affordable. 
Who can ask for anything more?

We check out the flip side of WeHo’s version 
of Boystown, “Silverlake” with its “dive bars” 
like MJ’s (2810 Hyperion) and Faultline (4216 
Melrose) that are high on fun, and low on 
attitude. 
SURFING
Growing up with images of golden boys and 
their boards as SoCal mascots, a trip to LA for 
the uninitiated wouldn’t be complete without 
an early Sunday morning surf lesson/session. 
Whether you opt for Malibu, Santa Monica 
or trek a little further to “Surfboard Capital” 
Huntington Beach, you will find in all these 
locations groups like Surf Lessons with Katie, 
Malibu Longboards Surf School or Bunzai 
Surf School who will suit you up, hand you a 
board, and teach you how to negotiate the surf 
and catch your wave. Of course this scenario 
implies appropriate weather and the alternative 
– lazing in bed for a few hours, reading (or 
something) – is quite appealing as well. After 
checking out of our hotel, we make our way 
back to The Abbey for a convivial brunch where 
the food is as delish as the colorful view: the 
perfect end to a terrific long weekend in LA. 



50   QVEGAS  NOVEMBER 2011

Abby is a civil rights attorney-turned-author who has been in the LGBT rights trenches for 25+ years. She 
can be reached through her website: queerquestionsstraighttalk.com.

I’ve always had a sort-of wincing reaction to 
the word “hate” in LGBT rights messaging. Like 
those bumper stickers that say, “Hate is not a 
family value.” Or the newest iteration, “No H8,” 
admittedly a clever spin on the ridiculous Prop 
8. It’s not that I don’t think people hate us – I 
know all too well that lots do. The problem is 
that I’ve heard the word “hate” used to describe 
everything from gathering signatures against 
gay marriage to committing torture and rape. 
Surely there’s some nuance missing here. 
I understand the argument that all homophobia, 
from the most violent to the mildly annoying, is 
rooted in fear and ignorance. I get that, but I’m 
not so convinced that every act of homophobia 
must come from a hateful place. Quite simply, 
hate isn’t the only manifestation of fear and 
ignorance. If you ask a reformed homophobe 
what was going on before they saw the light, 
you’ll hear things like, “I didn’t understand,” or, 
“I thought the Bible said so,” or, “I was afraid.” 
But you’ll rarely hear, “I just hated those gays 
– couldn’t stand ‘em.” I’ll even go out on a limb 
and say that those good people, those reformed 
allies-come-lately, were also good people back 
when they thought there was a gay agenda. They 
were ignorant, perhaps afraid, but probably 
not hateful. (Come to think of it, I was a pretty 
idiotic homophobe before I came out.)
I think it’s hard to hold these competing ideas in 
our consciousness 
without feeling a 
bit queasy. How 
can we wrap our 
head around the 
idea that we are 
in a life-and-death 
battle for human 
rights, and yet our 
opponents might 
actually be fair-minded, decent folk? It’s much 
easier to draw a clear line in the sand and then 
declare everyone over there a hate-filled bigot. 
This is human nature, of course, but it’s also 
bad P.R. For one reason, telling people who are 
uninformed or locked into intolerant thinking 
that they are in fact hateful isn’t going to bring 
about introspection. They will, at the very least, 
simply disagree; perhaps rightly. For another, it 
makes us look as reactive and unsubtle as the 
people campaigning against us.
I’m reminded of all the times I’ve heard people 
compare our presidents to Hitler. (I’ve seen 
countless images of both Bush II and Obama 
with a caterpillar moustache scribbled on.) 
Sure, always call out injustice, but be accurate 
about it. We are not in fact living under a fascist 

genocidal regime, and to claim otherwise is to 
minimize the experience of those who are (Kim 
Jong Il, anybody?). 
Similarly, let’s be clear about what’s really 
happening in our community that is 
incontrovertibly driven by hatred: gay bashing, 

for example; 
Fred Phelps 
and his 
many clones; 
bullying; hatred 
formed of fear, 
ignorance and 
the unique 
insecurity of 
adolescence; 

and hate speech, purpose-built to cause us real 
harm. There’s plenty more. 
And let’s be clear about what is not driven by 
hatred, but by all the other human frailties that 
allow injustice to persist. I’m not suggesting 
that one kind of intolerance is less destructive 
than another. As Dr. King said, “Nothing in 
the world is more dangerous than sincere 
ignorance.” However, once we’ve stamped the 
word “hate” on every offense against us, then 
we’ve reinforced the whole us-versus-them 
ideology that’s been used against us for eons. 
If we are trying to change minds, we can’t be 
so sloppy about our message even if it feels 
satisfying at the time. We’ve only put another 
barrier between us and the people who might 
one day be allies.

“Telling people who are uninformed or 
locked into intolerant thinking that they 

are in fact hateful isn’t going to bring 
about introspection. They will, at the very 
least, simply disagree; perhaps rightly. For 

another, it makes us look as reactive and 
unsubtle as the people campaigning against 

us.”

Whether examining our community’s latest legal battles or the delicate 
etiquette of coming out to evangelicals at Christmastime, she always finds 
humor and compassion in even the most challenging situations. 

From The Column of Thinking Out Loud: 

HAT?RWhoyou
calling a
by Abby Dee

Discount applicable on parties over 12, booked with Natalie 
directly, in the months of November & December 2011.
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Abby is a civil rights attorney-turned-author who has been in the LGBT rights trenches for 25+ years. She 
can be reached through her website: queerquestionsstraighttalk.com.

I’ve always had a sort-of wincing reaction to 
the word “hate” in LGBT rights messaging. Like 
those bumper stickers that say, “Hate is not a 
family value.” Or the newest iteration, “No H8,” 
admittedly a clever spin on the ridiculous Prop 
8. It’s not that I don’t think people hate us – I 
know all too well that lots do. The problem is 
that I’ve heard the word “hate” used to describe 
everything from gathering signatures against 
gay marriage to committing torture and rape. 
Surely there’s some nuance missing here. 
I understand the argument that all homophobia, 
from the most violent to the mildly annoying, is 
rooted in fear and ignorance. I get that, but I’m 
not so convinced that every act of homophobia 
must come from a hateful place. Quite simply, 
hate isn’t the only manifestation of fear and 
ignorance. If you ask a reformed homophobe 
what was going on before they saw the light, 
you’ll hear things like, “I didn’t understand,” or, 
“I thought the Bible said so,” or, “I was afraid.” 
But you’ll rarely hear, “I just hated those gays 
– couldn’t stand ‘em.” I’ll even go out on a limb 
and say that those good people, those reformed 
allies-come-lately, were also good people back 
when they thought there was a gay agenda. They 
were ignorant, perhaps afraid, but probably 
not hateful. (Come to think of it, I was a pretty 
idiotic homophobe before I came out.)
I think it’s hard to hold these competing ideas in 
our consciousness 
without feeling a 
bit queasy. How 
can we wrap our 
head around the 
idea that we are 
in a life-and-death 
battle for human 
rights, and yet our 
opponents might 
actually be fair-minded, decent folk? It’s much 
easier to draw a clear line in the sand and then 
declare everyone over there a hate-filled bigot. 
This is human nature, of course, but it’s also 
bad P.R. For one reason, telling people who are 
uninformed or locked into intolerant thinking 
that they are in fact hateful isn’t going to bring 
about introspection. They will, at the very least, 
simply disagree; perhaps rightly. For another, it 
makes us look as reactive and unsubtle as the 
people campaigning against us.
I’m reminded of all the times I’ve heard people 
compare our presidents to Hitler. (I’ve seen 
countless images of both Bush II and Obama 
with a caterpillar moustache scribbled on.) 
Sure, always call out injustice, but be accurate 
about it. We are not in fact living under a fascist 

genocidal regime, and to claim otherwise is to 
minimize the experience of those who are (Kim 
Jong Il, anybody?). 
Similarly, let’s be clear about what’s really 
happening in our community that is 
incontrovertibly driven by hatred: gay bashing, 

for example; 
Fred Phelps 
and his 
many clones; 
bullying; hatred 
formed of fear, 
ignorance and 
the unique 
insecurity of 
adolescence; 

and hate speech, purpose-built to cause us real 
harm. There’s plenty more. 
And let’s be clear about what is not driven by 
hatred, but by all the other human frailties that 
allow injustice to persist. I’m not suggesting 
that one kind of intolerance is less destructive 
than another. As Dr. King said, “Nothing in 
the world is more dangerous than sincere 
ignorance.” However, once we’ve stamped the 
word “hate” on every offense against us, then 
we’ve reinforced the whole us-versus-them 
ideology that’s been used against us for eons. 
If we are trying to change minds, we can’t be 
so sloppy about our message even if it feels 
satisfying at the time. We’ve only put another 
barrier between us and the people who might 
one day be allies.

“Telling people who are uninformed or 
locked into intolerant thinking that they 

are in fact hateful isn’t going to bring 
about introspection. They will, at the very 
least, simply disagree; perhaps rightly. For 

another, it makes us look as reactive and 
unsubtle as the people campaigning against 

us.”

Whether examining our community’s latest legal battles or the delicate 
etiquette of coming out to evangelicals at Christmastime, she always finds 
humor and compassion in even the most challenging situations. 

From The Column of Thinking Out Loud: 

HAT?RWhoyou
calling a
by Abby Dee
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@URBANGRILL
...and don’t forget

NOV 17TH
6-8pm - Join us at the

MARTIN LAWERENCE GALLERY
(inside The Forum Shops near NIKE)

Bar proceeds benefiting SNAPI

Sponsored by

Holidaythe

3RD THURSDAY SOCIAL

HUMAN
RIGHTS
CAMPAIGN

Every Q Down in Q-Ville loved the 
Holidays…but the Qrinch, who lived just north 

of Q-Ville, did NOT! 

However, this holiday season join the Qrinch as 
he collects for The Animal Foundation & St. 

Therese Center.  How can you help? Bring one 
or some or all of the items listed below:

THE ANIMAL FOUNDATION: 
New/Used Blankets or Linens, 

Newpaper, or Pupperoni Treats

ST. THERESE CENTER:
New Underwear, T-Shirts, or Socks 

in any sizes.

FREE SIGNATURE COCKTAIL & APPETIZERS! FREE SIGNATURE COCKTAIL & HORS D’OEUVRES

URBANGRILL | 9510 S. EASTERN AVE | LAS VEGAS, NV 89123 | WWW.QVEGAS.COM | WWW. LASVEGAS.HRC.ORG
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TEAM: QVegas Q-Tease POSITION: Short Stop TEAM: Blue Moon  POSITION: Pitcher/Coach

TEAM: Piranha  POSITION: Pitcher/Coach TEAM: LV Rat Pack  POSITION: Utility Player/Coach

- Plays because he 
"loves to get down and dirty!"

- Plays because he loves to be 
outdoors & competitive

- Plays for fun and enjoys being 
part of a successful team

- Plays because he loves catching
& playing with balls, & loves sports

VEGAS PEEPS u GAY SOFTBALL LEAGUE EDITION



QVEGAS  NOVEMBER 2011  55  

TEAM: The Center  POSITION: Catcher TEAM: Charlie's  POSITION: 3rd Base/Left Center

TEAM: Betty's Brats  POSITION: 1st BaseTEAM: Buffalo  POSITION: 1st Base

- Plays because it challenges him 
& he gets to meet great people

- Plays because he loves all sports 
and likes being part of a team

- Plays because she loves sports, 
and feels at home on the field

- Plays because it's a great way to 
be a part of the LGBT community
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Happy Hour 11 AM to 7 PM 

ANY drink is 2-for-1.

Happy Hour 11 AM to 7 PM 

ANY drink is 2-for-1.

Happy Hour 11 AM to 7 PM 

ANY drink is 2-for-1.

Happy Hour 11 AM to 7 PM 

ANY drink is 2-for-1.
Happy Hour 11 AM to 7 PM 

ANY drink is 2-for-1.

Happy Hour 11 AM to 7 PM 

ANY drink is 2-for-1.

Happy Hour 11 AM to 7 PM 

ANY drink is 2-for-1.
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ADULT

Adult Mega Outlet
4350 N. LV LasVegas.
LV, NV 89115
702-643-7982

AIDS SERVICE ORGANIZATIONS

Aid for AIDS of NV (AFAN)
701 Shadow Ln., #170
LV, NV 89106
702-382-2326
www.afanlv.org

Golden Rainbow
3233 W Charleston LasVegas #108
LV, NV 89102
702-384-2899
www.goldenrainbow.org

NV AIDS Project, Inc.
455 S Grand Central Pkwy
LV, NV 89106
702-636-1800
www.NVaidsproject.org

Southern NV Health District
625 Shadow Ln
LV, NV 89106
702-759-1000
www.southernNVhealthdistrict.org

ART

Martin Lawrence Galleries
The Forum Shops at Caesars Palace
3500 Las Vegas Boulevard South
Las Vegas, Nevada 89109
(702) 991-5990
www.martinlawrence.com

Mikel Patrik
www.mikelpatrik.com

AUTOMOTIVE

A Accentrick Tint
702-248-TINT or
702-606-9660
www.accentricktint.com

Absolute Auto
1910 Rock Springs LV, NV 89128
3 Locations to Serve You!
702-450-7664
www.autorepairlasvegas.net

BROADCASTING

ENTERTAINMENT

Affordable Affairs
John Beacham
3229 River Glorious Ln. LV NV 89135
702-283-3193
planmyaffair@yahoo.com

Divas | Starring Frank Marino
Imperial Palace LV
www.ImperialPalace.com

Las Vegas Philharmonic
lvphil.com
702-895-2787

Nevada Ballet Theatre
1651 Inner Circle LV, NV 89134
702-243-2623
www.Nevadaballet.com

SPI Entertainment
4090 E Post Rd # 102, LV, NV
702-617-9219

Zumanity
New York, New York Hotel and Casino
866-606-7111
www.zumanity.com

FINANCIAL SERVICES

Heck & Associates of Merrill Lynch
2300 W. Sahara Ave. Ste 1200
LV, NV 89102
702-227-7050
ken.heck@ml.com

FITNESS/HEALTH/BEAUTY

Ageless Forever
7455 W. Washington, Suite 280
LV, NV 89128
702-222-1994
www.agelessforever.net

American Male
6070 S. Rainbow Blvd, 
Suite 5 LV, NV 89118

2021 N. Rainbow Blvd, 
Suite 101 LV, NV 89108
702-405.0500
www.americanmale.com

Blush Salon
6360 South Pecos, Suite 4
LV, NV 89120
702-851.3100
blushsalon@hotmail.com

Hands On Massage
Thomas Bogle
702-498.5531
LVmassage2U@aol.com

Hawk’s Gym
953-35B E. Sahara Ave.
702-731.4295
www.hawksgymLV.com

Entourage Vegas Spa & Health Club
953 E. Sahara Ave., Ste. A19
LV, NV 89104
702-650-9191
www.entouragevegas.com

Never Settle Fitness
Kate Hanson
702-334-9590
www.neversettleLV.com

No Excuses, LLC
1730 Diamond Bluff Ave.
North LV, NV 89084
702-338-3143
www.dannyjfitness.com

Wax Hair Removal Bar
9809 W. Flamingo Rd. Suite E5
LV, NV 89147
702-221-4WAX
www.waxlasvegas.com

Just Face It
8645 W Sahara LV,NV 89117
702-562-2882
www.justfaceitLV.com

FLORAL

The Tiger Lily Flower Shop
Full Service Florist
800.805.9052
www.wesendemotions.com

HOME AND GARDEN

Las Vegas Tile Importers
3575 S. Decatur Blvd.
Las Vegas, Nevada 89103
702-253-7062
www.lvtile.com

HOTELS/RESORTS/CASINOS

Blue Moon Resort
2651 Westwood Dr.
LV, NV 89109
702-784-4500
www.bluemoonLV.com

Ravella at Lake Las Vegas
1610 Lake Las Vegas Pkwy.
Henderson, NV 89011
888.810.0440
www.ravellavegas.com

INSURANCE

American Family Insurance
Rich Behrens
3636 Las Vegas Blvd N # A1
LV NV 89115
702-453-1306
www.richbehrens.com

JPG Insurance 
Jeremy Tyler
11411 Southern Highlands Pkwy, Ste., 
320 LV, NV 89141 
702-204-3484 

Liberty Mutual Group
Lydia Toscano
9005 S. Pecos; Suite 2530
Henderson, NV 89074
702-736-8611 ext. 58075
www.libertymutual.com/lm/lydiatoscano

LEGAL

James M. Davis Law Office
6725 S. Eastern Ave Suite 4
LV, NV 89119
702-377-5428
www.davisnvlaw.com
jdavis@davisnvlaw.com

Las Vegas Defense Group
2300 W Sahara Ave Ste. 800
LV NV 89102
702-333-3673
www.702defense.com

MEDICAL

Afshin Azimi, DDS
820 S. 7th St.,Stes. C & D LV, NV 89101
702-759-0005
www.drazimi.com

Optical Effects Vision Center
Dr. Robert Wlodek
9895 S. Maryland Pkwy Ste. D
LV, NV 89183
702-435-3937
www.opticaleffectsLV.com

NIGHTLIFE

The Garage
1487 E Flamingo Rd LV NV 89148
702-440.3333
www.thegarageLV.com

NON-PROFITS

Mente Sana, Education, Prevention, 
and Counseling
4660 S. Eastern Ave. Suite 200
LV,NV 89119
702-451-7542
www.mentesanaLV.org

American Catholic Church in America
2000 S. Maryland Pkwy.
LV, NV 89104
702-205-2265
www.AmericanCatholicChurch.net

American Lung Association in NV
3552 W. Cheyenne Ave., Ste. 130 North
NLV, NV 89032
702-431-6333
www.lungnevada.org

Better Time Events Inc. (Better Birth-
days) | Kenyatta Fletcher
848 N. Rainbow., Ste. 167 LV, NV 89107
702-673-0191
www.bettertimeevents.com

Community Counseling Center
714 E. Sahara Ste.,101
LV,NV 89104  | 702-369-8700
www.cccofsn.org

CRUSH
nfo@socrush.com
www.socrush.com

Findlay Cadillac
993 Auto Show Dr.
Henderson, NV 89014
702-558-2600
www.findlaycadillac.com

Findlay Honda Henderson
933 Auto Show Dr.
Henderson, NV 89014
866.778.8795
www.Findlayhondahenderson.com

Lexus of Las Vegas
6600 W Sahara Ave, LV, NV 89146
702-942-6600
www.lexusoflasvegas.com

Lexus of Henderson
7736 Eastgate Rd.
LV, NV 7736 Eastgate Road 
Henderson NV 89011 
702-228-7736
www.lexusofhenderson.com

Nevada Public Radio
1289 S. Torrey Pines Dr. 
LV, NV 89146
702-259-7813
www.knpr.org

Rapid Rehab Elite
8751 W. Charleston, Ste. 270
LV, NV 89117
702-982-2232
www.rapidrehablv.com

Tropicana Las Vegas
3801 S. Las Vegas Blvd
LV NV 89109
702-739-2222
800-GO2-TROP
www.tropLV.com

Nevada Law Group
2920 N. Green Valley Pkwy. Ste. 313
Henderson, NV 89014
702-946-8100
www.Nevadalawgroup.com

Rapid Rehab Elite
8751 W. Charleston, Ste. 270
LV, NV 89117
702-982-2232
www.rapidrehablv.com

Encore at Wynn LV
3131 Las Vegas Blvd S
LV, NV 89109
702-770-2098
www.encorelasvegas.com

Luxor Hotel & Casino
3900 Las Vegas Blvd S. LV, NV 89119
(800) 876-0006
www.luxor.com

Paris Las Vegas
3655 S. Las Vegas Blvd.
LV, NV 89109
702-967-7851
www.gayparislasvegas.com

Kitty Bar
3663 Las Vegas Boulevard S.
LV, NV 89109
702-836-0830
www.lesbiansinvegas.com

The Light Group
6276 S. Rainbow, Ste. 120 LV, NV 89118
702-693-8300
www.lgbt.lightgroup.com

Craig P. Kenny & Associates
501 South 8th Street 
LV, NV 89101
702-380-2800
www.cpklaw.com

Wynn
3131 S. Las Vegas Blvd
LV, NV 89109
702-770-7000
www.wynnlasvegas.com

Gay and Lesbian Community Center 
of Southern Nevada
953 E. Sahara Ave. Ste B-31
LV, NV 89104
702-733-9800
www.thecenterLV.com

Human Rights Campaign 
702-236-7617
http://www.lv.hrc.org/

Kaleidoscope Family Solutions
3027 E. Sunset, Ste. 108
LV, NV 89120
702-521-0633
www.kfsolutions.org

Nevada Partners
710 W. Lake Mead.
LV, NV 89030
702-924.2100
www.Nevadapartners.org

Planned Parenthood of 
Southern Nevada
3220 W.Charleston.
LV, NV 89102
702-878-3622
www.pprm.org

The Smith Center 
For The Performing Arts
241 W Charleston LasVegas
LV, NV 89102
702-614.0109
www.thesmithcenter.com

Safe Nest Temporary Assistance for 
Domestic Crisis
24-Hour Hotline
702-646.4981
www.safenest.org

Southern NV Assoc. of PRIDE, Inc.
866-930-3336
www.lasvegaspride.org

Stonewall Democratic 
Club of Southern Nevada
702-576-4978
www.sdcsn.blogspot.com

Three Square Food Bank
4190 N. Pecos Rd.
LV, NV 89115
702-644-3663 ext. 344
www.threesquare.org

Vegas Bisexuals
953 E. Sahara Ave
LV NV 89104
Vegasbisexuals@gmail.com
www.vegas-bisexuals.ning.com

Women of Diversity Productions, Inc.
5790 N. Park St. LV, NV 89149
702-341-9807
www.womenofdiversity.org

PERSONAL SERVICES

Gilded Group Concierge
3960 Howard Hughes Pkwy., Ste. 5
LV, NV 89169
702-518-4406
www.gildedgroup.com

PET SERVICES

The Animal Foundation
655 N. Mojave LV NV 89101
702-384.3333
www.animalfoundation.com

Rub a Dub Dub Pups in a Tub
Mobile Dog Grooming
702-491-8417

Scooper Dave
Pet Waste Removal
702-767.2153
www.scooperdave.com

PRINTING AND DESIGN

Family Apparel Embroidery and 
Screen Printing
Online Custom Apparel
702-378.3348
www.familyapparelLV.com

Pretty Sick Shirts.com
1409 Big Valley Lane
North Las Vegas, NV 89081
(702) 280-4400
www.prettysickshirts.com

PUBLISHING

REAL ESTATE/LENDING

Blue Heron Luxury Homes
6755 Agave Azul Ct.

LV NV 89120
702-531.3000

iMortgage Jim Losell
9139 W. Russell Rd., Ste. 100
LV, NV 89148
702-322-0410
www.imortgage.com/jim.losell

RECREATION

LV Gay Athletics, Arts & Activities
www.LVga3.com

RELIGIOUS/SPIRITUAL

Imago Dei Gay
Lesbian Catholic Ministries
 336 Cathedral Way LV, NV 89109
702-354-2294
www.imagodeiLV.org

Metropolitan Community Church
1140 Almond Tree Ln. LV, NV 89104
702-369-4380
www.mccLV.com

Rev. Bill Morin
702-449.4576

RESTAURANTS/FOOD SERVICE

Crazy Pita
2225 Village Walk Dr., Ste. 175
Henderson, NV 89052
702-869-7482
www.crazypita.com

Hussong’s Cantina
3930 Las Vegas Blvd South #121-B
LV, NV, 89119
702.553.0123
www.hussongslasvegas.com

Mundos
495 S. Grand Central Pkwy.
LV, NV 89106
702-270-4400
www.mundolasvegas.com
Paymon’s Mediterranean Cafe
Two locations across the valley
702-731-6030
www.paymons.com

Ventano Italian Grill and Seafood
191 S. Arroyo Grande LasVegas.
Henderson, NV 89012
702-944-4848
www.ventanoitalian.com

Steelz Bar and Lounge
4401 E. Sunset Rd.
Henderson, NV 89104
702-451-9464

RETAIL

Adult Mega Outlet
4350 N. LV LasVegas.
LV, NV 89115
702-643-7982

Alex Presley’s Unique Boutique
Furniture and Event Rentals
1304 S. Las Vegas Blvd. LV, NV 89104
702-300-2476

Bare Essentials
4029 West Sahara Avenue
Las Vegas, NV 89102
702-247-4711
www.bareessentialsvegas.com

Charleston Antique Mall
307 W. Charleston
LV NV 89102
702-228-4783
www.CharlestonAntiquemall.com

Halloween Mart
6230 S. Decatur., Ste. 101
LV, NV 89118
702-740-9224
www.halloweenmart.com

Price Video
700 E. Naples., Ste. 109 LV, NV 89119
702-734-1342

SOCIAL NETWORKING

LesbiansLasVegas.com
702-518-4053
www.lesbianslasvegas.com

TRAVEL

Visit Palm Springs
760-778-8415
www.psgaytravel.com

Northern Lights and Fans
6125 S. Valley View LasVegas., Ste. G
LV, NV 89118
702-438-6600
www.northernlightsLV.com

Valley Press of Las Vegas
2675 E. Patrick Ln. Ste.1 
LV, NV 89120
702-871-0660
www.vpiLV.com

Southwest LGBT Media, Inc.
6000 S. Eastern, Ste. 4E
LV, NV 89119
702-650-0636
www.QVegas.com

Crab Corner
4161 S. Eastern, Ste. A1 
LV, NV 89119
702-489-4646
www.crabcornerLV.com

Blue Martini
6593 Las Vegas Blvd. S.
LV, NV 89119
702-949-2583
www.bluemartinilounge.com

#1 Las Vegas Gay Realtors
888-420-MOVE (6683)
www.lasvegasgayrealestate.com

LV Convention & Visitors Authority
3150 S. Paradise Rd. LV, NV 89109
702-892-2843
www.visitlasvegas.com

QueerKat
702-743-7971
www.queerkat.com
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The Cupcakery
Two Vegas locations
702-207-2253
www.thecupcakery.com
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holiday
GIFT GUIDE

THE QVEGAS

Need some great 
gift ideas this 

HOLIDAY season? 
Look no further! 

You'll find 
something for 

everyone on your 
list with these 
unique gifts. 

The Vice Squad
Oscar Wilde wrote, “I can resist anything, 

except temptation.” We say, “Let’s drink to 
that!” Raise a toast with this sinfully witty, 

illustrated barware. Each of these classic, 
double old fashioned glasses is etched with 

a caricature of one of the Seven Deadly 
Sins. Resembling a pack of demonic frat 

boys, the figures are the creation of award-
winning cartoonist Mort Gerberg. Made in 

the USA. Sold as a set of 7, Exclusively at 
UncommonGoods.com

The Hourglass®
The Hourglass® produces a healthy & delicious 
low acid coffee extract for both hot & cold coffee 

drinks. The Hourglass® system includes: The 
Hourglass® maker with permanent stainless 

steel filter, the portable Bean Kanteen for extract 
storage and User’s Guide with 25 recipes. The 

Hourglass® uses no electricity, is spill-proof, 
shatterproof and made from health safe BPA free 

plastic. $59.95, hourglasscoffee.com

iRetrofone
Hand-Sculpted iRetrofone Base By Artist Scott Freeland Fuses Art With Function. The iRet-
rofone Base is a fully-functional, stationary iPhone dock with working handset and complete 
compatibility with USB cable. Each individual iRetrofone is hand-sculpted and hand-cast in 
urethane resin. The iRetrofone base is made of heavy-duty, half-inch thick urethane resin creat-
ing a stable, functional work station that routes voice communications through the included 
handset. Designed to be compatible with all iPhone’s (iPhone 3G, 3GS & iPhone 4G& 4S, 
it accommodates sync and charge functions via a USB cable (not included). The iRetrofone 
base also helps eliminate concerns about radiation.  Add the Retrophone app to make your 
iRetrofone complete, avaliable on iTunes. $195, Etsy.com
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holiday
GIFT GUIDE

THE QVEGAS

ANdrea Levine Designs
Dress your pet up for the holidays with accessories from 

Andrea Levine Designs. Choose from Crocodile, Metallic, 
Stingray, Royal Blue or Printed Lizard Dog Collars and while 

princess is making a statement don’t let Santa forget your 
precious needs and get the matching human bracelet. Prices 

from $235 to $330 for dog collars and matching human 
bracelets from $245 to $383, andrealevinedesigns.com

Peace Puppy 
in adorable cotton baby rib “beater” dog tanks with 100% 

cotton, Swarovski Crystal Peace Design available in black, 
pink, or white, sizes XS-L. Matching tanks available for 

human use. $27.95 at andrealevinedesigns.com

LED faucet light
Own The Keenest Faucet On The Block...
Tired of that same old monotonous water? Bored with 
water that doesn’t look like futuristic alien mouthwash? 
Need to make your midnight bathroom appointments 
more exhilarating? Then you need to get the LED 
faucet light attachment from ThinkGeek. You can turn 
any faucet in your home into a streaming fantasia of 
techie-bliss in just minutes. How does it work? Just 
attach to the end of your faucet (universal adapters 
included), and when the water flows through the 
magic chamber, it simply turns on the LED array and 
illuminates the stream with soothingly powerful hues. 
$19.99 thinkgeek.com

F-BOMB
Say What? It’s never easy dropping 
truth bombs in the office. But “f” 
bombs? Always explosive fun! Fred 
Conlon’s recycled steel sculpture 
lightens up desk-side chats and tough 
conversations with a delightfully 
abstract expletive appropriate for any 
situation. Handmade in Utah. Each 
is one-of-a-kind and will vary slightly. 
Item ID: 20409, F BombPaperweight, 
$45 Uncommongoods.com

GROW BOTTLE
Tasty & Tasteful. How does your garden grow? Cultivate 
your indoor green thumb with a hydrogarden sprouting 
from a re-purposed wine bottle. The ideal environment 
for hydroponic herb-growing, allowing sunshine to 
permeate throughout, each set comes ready to use 
with clay pebbles, wool wick, plant nutrient, 
cork coaster, and seeds. Choose between 
Organic Basil, Organic Chive, or Heirloom 
Mint. You’ll enjoy this product year-round, 
both for the pleasing modern aesthetic 
and all of the new recipes it will inspire. 
Made from reclaimed restaurant wine 
bottles. Grow Bottle,  Item ID: 20169, 
$35.00, uncommongoods.com
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Honor Roll

       NIGHTLIFE
FL 8½ Ultra Lounge & Piranha, 4633 Paradise Rd, 791-0100
1 Backdoor Lounge, 1415 E Charleston Blvd, 385-2018
CC Badlands Saloon, 953 E. Sahara Ave., 792-9262
2 Charlie's Las Vegas, 5012 Arville St, 876-1844
3 Crews N’, 1000 E. Sahara Ave, #105, 731-0951
CC Entourage Vegas, 953 E Sahara Ave, 650-9191
4 Escape Lounge, 4213 W Sahara Ave, 364-1167
5 Flex, 4371 W Charleston Blvd, 385-3539 
FL FreeZone, 601 E. Naples, 794-2300
6 Funhog Ranch, 495 E. Twain Ave
7 The Garage, 1487 E. Flamingo Rd
FL Gipsy, 4605 Paradise Rd, 731-1919
8 Goodtimes Bar & Nightclub, 1775 E Tropicana Ave
CC Hawks Gym, 953 E Sahara Ave, 731-4295
9 Krave, 3663 Las Vegas Blvd S, 836-0830
10 Las Vegas Eagle, 3430 E Tropicana Ave, 458-8662
CC Las Vegas Lounge, 900 E Karen Ave, 737-9350
11 Revolution Lounge inside the Mirage, lightgroup.com
12 Snick's Place, 1402 S 3rd St, 577-3648
CC Spotlight Lounge, 957 E. Sahara Ave, 696-0202

       ACCOMMODATIONS
13 Bellagio Hotel Concierge, 3600 Las Vegas Blvd S
14 Blue Moon Resort, 2651 Westwood Dr., 361-9099
15 Encore Concierge, 3131 Las Vegas Blvd S.
16 Luxor Hotel & Casino Concierge, 3900 Las Vegas Blvd S, 
17 Mandalay Bay Hotel Concierge, 3950 Las Vegas Blvd S
18 Palms Hotel & Casino Concierge, 4321 W Flamingo Rd
19 Palazzo Resort Concierge, 3325 Las Vegas Blvd S
20 Paris Hotel & Casino Concierge, 3655 Las Vegas Blvd S
21 Venetian Resort Concierge, 3355 Las Vegas Blvd S
22 Wynn Las Vegas Concierge, 3131 Las Vegas Blvd, 770-1571

       SERVICES
23 Alexandria’s Salon, 3555 Las Vegas Blvd S
24 American Male, 2021 N. Rainbow, 405-0500
25 Arcs Salon, 3930 Las Vegas Blvd S
26 Azimi, DDS, 820 S. 7th St., 759-0005
27 Blush Salon, 6360 S Pecos Rd, 851-3100
28 Bronzed, 4480 Paradise Rd, 737-8266
29 Kim Vo Salon, 3400 Las Vegas Blvd S
30 LV Defense Group, 2300 W. Sahara, Ste. 800, 333-3673
31 Mandara Salon, 3655 Las Vegas Blvd S
32 NV Fertility C.A.R.E.S., 653 Town Center, Ste. 206, 341-6616
33 QVegas Magazine, 6000 S. Eastern Ave., Ste. 7B, 650-0636
34 Regis Signature Salon, 3790 Las Vegas Blvd S
35 Regis Signature Salon, 3645 Las Vegas Blvd S
36 Wuxin Healing Arts, 2840 E. Flamingo, 369-3406
37 Salon 9037, 9037 W Sahara Ave 
38 Showtime Car Wash, 5893 W Tropicana Ave 
39 Golden Rainbow, 3233 W Charleston Blvd

       ORGANIZATIONS
40 Aid for AIDS of Nevada,  701 Shadow Ln , 382-2326
41 Charleston Heights Arts Center, 800 S Brush St, 229-6383
42 Erotic Heritage Museum, 3275 S Industrial Rd, 369-6442
CC GLBT Center, 953 E Sahara Ave Ste B31, 733-9800
39 Golden Rainbow, 3233 W Charleston Blvd, 384-2899
43 Imago Dei Sunday Mass, 55 E Reno, 354-2294
44 Metro. Comm. Church, 1140 Almond Tree Lane, 369-4380
45 The Arts Factory, 107 E Charleston Blvd, 676-1111
40 Wellness Center, 701 Shadow Lane, 383-2691

       ADULT RETAIL
47 A-Action Adult & Video, 1016 S 1st St, 382-1076
48 Adult Déjà Vu Emporium, 4335 W Tropicana Ave, 367-8002
49 Adult World, 3781 Meade Avenue, 579-9735
50 Bare Essentials, 4029 W Sahara Ave, 247-4711
51 Desert Adult Books, 4350 Las Vegas Blvd N, 643-7982
52 Deja Vu Love Boutique, 3257 S Industrial Rd,
53 Deja Vu Love Boutique, 3265 S Industrial Rd
54 Fantasy World, 6760 Boulder Hwy, 433-6311
55 Industrial Rd. Book, 3427 Industrial Rd., 734-7667
56 Fantasy World, 6760 Boulder Hwy
57 Peep Land, 2424 Western Ave, 383-4993
58 Rancho Adult Bookstore, 4820 N. Rancho Rd, 645-6104
59 Sin City Adult Superstore, 4440 E Cheyenne Ave, 643-696
60 Sinderella’s, 5570 S. Valley View, 736-9700	
CC The Rack, 953 E Sahara Ave, 732-7225
61 Lady “C” Leather, 4037 W Sahara Ave, 641-3834
59 Red Chrome Adult Superstore, 4440 E. Cheyenne Ave, Ste. 
B, 643-6969

       DINING AND FOOD
62 Freakin’ Frog, 4700 S Maryland Pkwy, 597-9702
63 It’s A Grind Coffee House, 8470 W Desert Inn Rd, 360-4232
65 The Cupcakery, 7175 W Lake Mead Blvd, 835-0060
66 The Cupcakery, 9680 S Eastern Ave, 207-2253
67 Blue Cafe,1451 Center Crossing Rd, 851-5322
68 Java Detour, 6087 S Pecos Rd, 450-0025
69 Mundo, 495 S. Grand Central Pkwy., 270-4400
70 Paymons Mediterranean Café, 8380 W. Sahara, 731-6030
71 Paymons Mediterranean Café, 4147 S. Maryland, 731-6030
72 Paymons Mediterranean Café, 107 E. Charleston, 272-0020
FL Tuscany Pizza (inside FreeZone), 610 E. Naples, 222-4444
73 Whole Foods, 6689 Las Vegas Blvd S, 589-7711
74 Whole Foods, 8855 W Charleston Blvd, 254-8655
75 Whole Foods, 7250 W Lake Mead Blvd, 942-1500
76 Whole Foods, 100 S. Green Valley Pwky, 361-8181
77 Crazy Pita 2225, VillageWalk Dr., #175, 896-7482
78 Hussong’s Cantina Taqueria, 3930 Las Vegas BLVD S,
79 Palms Food Court, 4321 W. Flamingo Rd 
64 Qdoba Mexican Grill, 5045 W Tropicana Ave, 871-7022
80 Republic Kitchen, 9470 S. Eastern Ave, 463-3500
81 The Coffee Bean & Tea Leaf, 4321 W Flamingo Rd, 944-
5018

       RETAIL
84 Borders Books & Music, 6521 Las Vegas Blvd S, 383-6734
85 Borders Books & Music, 2323 S Decatur Blvd, 258-0999
86 Borders Books & Music, 10950 W Charleston Blvd, 382-6101
87 Borders Books & Music, 2190 N Rainbow Blvd, 638-7866
88 Borders Books & Music, 1445 W Sunset Rd, 433-6222
89 Buffalo Exchange, 4110 S Maryland Pkwy, 791-3960
90 Charleston Antique Mall, 307 W. Charleston, 228-4783
100 FCUK Planet Hollywood, 3667 Las Vegas Blvd S, 383-5056
101 Findlay Cadillac, 993 Auto Show Dr., 558-2600
102 Funk House, 1228 S Casino Center Blvd, 678-6278
FL Get Booked, 4640 Paradise Rd, 737-7780
103 Optical Effects, 9895 S. Maryland Pkwy, 435-3937
104 Paradise Mini Mart, 2242 Paradise Rd, 794-4082
FL Price Video, 700 E Naples Dr, 734-1342
105 Rick’s Smoke Shop, 2595 S. Maryland Pkwy #105, 737-
0655
106 Retro Vegas, 1211 S Main St, 384-2700
107 Sam Ash Music, 2747 S Maryland Pkwy, 734-0007
108 TeNo, 3355 Las Vegas Blvd S, 369-2736
109 TeNo, 3667 Las Vegas Blvd S, 735-8366
110 Tiger Lily, 700 E Sahara Ave, 737-7077
111 Vignettes Art, 1714 W Horizon Ridge Pkwy, 221-8350
112 Zia Record Exchange, 4225 S Eastern Ave, 735-4942

QVegas has an amazing set of loyal supporters, listed here 
on our Honor Roll. Distribution points are noted in red. 
Please patronize these businesses as often as possible and 
tell them QVegas sent you.

ADDITIONAL DISTRIBUTION
Libraries throughout Clark County also distribute 
QVegas among other local publications.
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5YEARS

6360 SOUTH PECOS SUITE 4
LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 89120

PHONE 702-851-3100 
BLUSHSALON@HOTMAIL.COM

FULL SERVICE SALON

what will make you
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medicinal

Generic Viagra
No prescription necessary.
Generic Cialis and Levitra also 
available.
Call (702)-217-6120
Text (702)-514-1579

EMPLOYMENT

Valley National Loans. Bills, Debts, Financial 
problems. Let us help! Quick low rates. Personal, 
Business Auto. Debt consolidation, Home loan. 
Bad credit ok. No application fee. Apply call 
1-888-824-8425.

Psychic / Channeler / Astrologer with over 25 
yrs. experience. Available for private readings, 
phone consultations and social functions. Call Bill 
at 702-449-4576 or email him at  mcentaur35@
yahoo.com.

REAL ESTATE

WWW.GAYREALESTATE.COM Free Instant 
Access to Las Vegas & the Nation's Top 
Gay & Lesbian Realtors on-line at: www.
GayRealEstate.com or Toll Free 1.888.420.
MOVE (6683)

ACCOMMODATIONS

Two rooms in house with connecting private 
bath for  two boys (18-25 Non Smoker) 
TV, Computers. $350 - David 205-2434 
davolasvegas@gmail.com

Beautiful Newly Remodeled House For Rent
 3 Bedroom, 2 Bath, All new appliances. Must 
See, $1500.00 per month. 3101 Colanthe Las 
Vegas Nevada. Call Victor at 702-480-1229

"GAY MALE NUDIST HOME, SEEKS SAME"
$400.00/mo + Share of Utils and a $300.00 Sec. 
Dep. Min. 1 Yr.Lease N/S, No Drugs, No pets!
Overnight guest restrictions. Pool & all amenities,
fully furnished & house priviledges. Msg:# 702-
722-3702

Furn. rm w/priv bth in gated community 
twnhse near UNLV/Strip.$500 incl. utils, cable, 
internet. No pets/smoking. Marc 498.3803.

Las Vegas’ only Gay Resort. Blue Moon Resort. 
44 rooms, Lagoon pool, Coffee house, Movie 
room. Day passes available 866-798-9194. 
www.bluemoonlasvegas.com.

LICENSED MASSAGE 

ENTOURAGE VEGAS SPA, where you can 
only expect the best, a full-service, massage 
treatments, rejuvenating your whole being. 
Medical and lien cases accepted 702-650-9191 
www.entouragevegas.com

MARKET

Vegas Massage Works by Licensed 
Professional. My intuitive hands will 
relax, unwind, and relieve your stress. 
For an unforgettable experience direct 
to you, call David @ 702-524-4456 www.
vegasmassageworks.com. Lic.#2000480-519, 
NVMT1109.

A Massage For Men by Jay at home, office 
or hotel. I use Eastern techniques for total 
relaxation. Reasonable rates. Daily 9am to 9pm. 
Call 702-823-8074

ADULT ENTERTAINMENT

Gentlemen, this is what you've been 
looking for! Hot! Gay & Straight boys! Private 
gatherings for discerning gentlemen who like 
smooth young men. Invitation only. Call for 
dates & times. Dave 300-5870
nudeboysparty@gmail.com

Host/Models (18-25) for private nude 
club not open to public. Dave 300-5870 
nudeboysparty@gmail.com

GORGEOUS MASSEUSE & ENTERTAINERS 
avail 24/7. Stats: young, hung, hard body 
college studs.  Available for couples, one on 
one, male or female. Accept credit cards. Call 
702-806-7391.

Adult World Largest selection of adult videos. 
Mini-Theaters & Video arcades; Boulder 
Highway 702-433-6311, Industrial Rd. 702-734-
7667, Mead Ave 702-579-9735.

BODY RUBS

CHIPPENDALE - BODYBUILDER – GQ LOOKS
Masculine. Friendly. Dark hair. Blue eyes. 6ft, 
200lbs. Body Rubs, Fantasies, Escort, Etc.
24/7 Brent 954.865.7412

Massage by Steve. Fit, masculine, strong-
handed pro offers 1-hr. full body, sensual 
massage in a deluxe townhouse near the Strip. 
Table, music & special oils. Locals discount, 
reasonable rates! 498-3803.

GQ Boy Toy Who is ready to have some fun? 
Why call the rest, when you can have the best - 
24 hours. Zander 702-606-4578

23 year old Boyish looks, smooth, masculine, 
hot and ready. In your home or hotel, 24 hours. 
Call me now. Taylor 702-334-9419.

 
Want to advertise in the QMarket? 

Call (702) 650-0636
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CAPRICORN
DECEMBER 22 – JANUARY 19
Career and financial momentum shall be with you in an almost 
magical manner. It's simply the "powers that be" rewarding you for 
so many months (or could it be years?) of continuous hard work. 
You truly deserve it, Cappy. No other signs (except Scorp. and 
Leo) are as committed. So, we insist that you buy a self "reward". 
Do something extravagant and maybe even a bit sinful. Mums the 
word from us.

AQUARIUS
JANUARY 20 – FEBRUARY 18
Your sign has always marched to a "different drummer". For the next 
three months, it'll seem to many people that it's a "whole new band". 
Embrace being different, Aquarius! That's part of what life is all 
about. Watch that Full Moon on the 13th, as it's liable to "knock your 
socks off" where a new relationship is concerned. All real estate 
deals are best completed after the 27th, just to be on the safe side..

PISCES 
FEBRUARY 19 – MARCH 19
The need to socialize won't be as strong during September. It's just 
that higher priorities need to be dealt with. Taking care of business 
and tying up any loose ends shall afford you the opportunity to shine 
as a social "butterfly" from Oct.-Dec. Don't loan money to a sibling 
who has let you down in the past. It's like throwing good money after 
bad. Avoid all games of chance (& casinos in general) on the 30th

ARIES
MARCH 20 – APRIL 19
The time seems to be close at hand for the two of you to move in 
together. No reason to panic, Aries. You've taken things slow and 
now, the next level awaits. Think of it like this: the only thing good 
about being single is a tube of toothpaste lasts twice as long. That 
dwelling of yours could do with a mini makeover. So could that 
wardrobe, come to think of it. Ask a fashion whiz for help. It could 
be lots of fun.

Taurus
APRIL 20 – MAY 20
Looking forward to that overseas trip is partly what's kept you so 
sane and grounded these past few months. Whether you're off 
to the Mediterranean or Australia, it'll be a time to remember and 
cherish. Until you're on the way to the airport, there's work to be 
done. Don't leave it for when you return. Call in a personal loan 
that been overdue, by the 17th. Don't get dragged back in to a 
lover's quarrel.

GEMINI
MAY 21 – JUNE 21
Issues involving trust (or the lack of it) seem to be eating away 
at you. We say go with your intuition. Funny thing where trust is 
concerned, you must give it in order to get it. Thoughts of relocation 
become stronger as this month (and year) comes to a close. Take 
your time and don't skip any steps. That way, everything will be fine. 
Resist the urge to settle an "old score". It's time to just let it go and 
move on.

CANCER
JUNE 22 – JULY 22
 Getting over a breakup or major loss takes time. There is no statute 
of limitations on grieving, Cancer. Let the tears flow (in private of 
course) and allow the healing to take place. Believe it or not, there 
is much happiness and laughter to be experienced. Don't become a 
recluse. It won't help and we sense that some good buds won't allow 
it. Why not finish off that interior design project? It'll look fantastic.

LEO
JULY 23 – AUGUST 22
Like Aries & Sag., you don't like to over plan life and day to day 
events. This is a wise choice. Life is actually half "set in stone" and 
half a "crap shoot", the key, knowing which is which at times. With 
a bit of practice and "trial & error", each of us can successfully 
become the master of our destiny. It can be a bit scary at times, 
but oh so rewarding. Welcome a new acquaintance into the friend-
ship "fold". You won't regret it.  

VIRGO
AUGUST 23 – SEPTEMBER 22
About 85% of September looks to be problem free and "steady 
as she goes". Labor Day weekend may be a little on the wild side. 
How could it not be with all those parties you've been invited to? 
Ah, the curse of being so much in demand! Full Moon on the 13th 
may cause some moodiness in those around you. The 16th-18th 
look amazing for that mini getaway you've been overdue for & 
deserve so much.

Libra
septEMBER 23 – octOBER 22
Surprisingly, the 3rd-5th doesn't offer nearly the "buffet" of invites 
that Virgo will be showered with. It won't matter though, what 
with you and your sweetie sharing margaritas, sun tan lotion and 
Lord knows what else (be sure to record the spicier goings on).  A 
financial surprise arrives at mid month. Don't worry, as it shall be 
very good news. Stay close to home on the 26th, unless someone 
else drives.

SCORPIO
OCTOBER 23 – NovEMBER 21
Financial aspects look good (though not great) throughout this 
month. Suppress the urge to "buy on impulse" and you'll avoid 
any "choppy waters". A simple (but not very easy) relationship 
choice needs to be met head on. It's not fair for either of you to be 
in "limbo". The 23rd looks like a terrific day to make amends and 
pay up on old debts. We don't necessarily mean those involving 
cash either, okay?

Sagittarius
NOVEMBER 22 – DECEMBER 21
Though you're constantly on the lookout for new and ever more ex-
citing adventures, this is far from the best time to seek them out. The 
planetary energies won't truly smile on you until the 19th. Until then 
we suggest that you work hard, behave (we know that galls you) 
and keep a relatively low profile. As of the 20th that naughty little 

"inner child" can safely come out to play. Then, look out world.

























CAPRICORN
DECEMBER 22 – JANUARY 19
Planetary aspects look wonderful for Capricorns all month long. 
It’ll be like driving and seeing only green lights (how often does 
that happen?). Your powers of persuasion shall be at their peak. 
A used car salesperson should have such a “run”. The only major 
possible hurdle could be if you blab about plans or confide in the 
wrong individual. Keep facts to a trusted inner circle and all will 
work out just fine.

AQUARIUS
JANUARY 20 – FEBRUARY 18
November could seem like a roller coaster ride of sorts. Most of it 
should prove to be delightful and extremely fulfilling. Full Moon from 
11th-13th makes you feel “caffeinated” and perhaps a bit tempted to 
give advice where it’s not appreciated. Count to ten before speaking. 
It’ll save you time and maybe even some bucks. That new invest-
ment opportunity looks solid. Have it checked out just to be safe.

PISCES 
FEBRUARY 19 – MARCH 19
Old proverb states “to the victor, goes the spoils”. Translation? When 
someone wins, someone else is bound to be on the losing end. It’s 
wise to embrace those competitors you’ve triumphed over and be 
a “good winner”. That means not bragging too much or “rubbing it 
in”. Today’s enemies are often tomorrow’s friends. Keep that in mind 
when seeking out advice pertaining to a business expansion.

ARIES
MARCH 20 – APRIL 19
People just love being in charge or in the “driver’s seat”. It gives 
them much more control. But, it looks like you’ll be a “passenger” 
in a few vehicles. Just along for the ride. We know you just hate 
that, but forewarned is forearmed. This aspect shall force you 
to keep a much lower profile than usual (at least until the 22nd). 
However, listening and observing often mines rich rewards. Chief 
among them is financial.

TAURUS
APRIL 20 – MAY 20
Unlike Aries, you’ll be in the driver’s seat all month long. Making 
clear cut decisions and hopefully obeying the speed limit (sorry, 
but tickets don’t lie, Taurus). You’ll be on the road most of the 
month, so have that vehicle checked out (please include a tire 
rotation!). A debt owed you is paid off by “turkey day”. Good news 
from a parent brings much relief. Avoid partying on the 25th if 
possible. Stay close to home.

GEMINI
MAY 21 – JUNE 21
Due to that somewhat restless nature, it’s sometimes difficult for 
Gemini to balance business with pleasure. This also applies to your 
cash flow. Saving shouldn’t be a dirty word, but to many of you 
it is. Sure, spending is so much fun, and true to your nature. But 
expenses need to be met and bills paid. Put those credit cards in 
the freezer ‘til it’s time to “holiday shop”. It wouldn’t hurt to clip a 
few coupons either, okay? 

CANCER
JUNE 22 – JULY 22
To quote a Gaelic expression, “the wind will be at your back” for 
most of this month. That means there shall be very few delays or 
obstacles in your path. This applies both to personal issues as well 
as career aspects. The urge to be isolated or simply avoid large 
groups may prove to be powerful. We advise that you go with the 
flow. By month’s end you’ll once again be the life of the party. Make 
that many parties.

LEO
JULY 23 – AUGUST 22
Planetary vibes are highlighting large investments (especially real 
estate deals) all month long. An old adage says “buy cheap and 
sell high”. It’s simple but sometimes not easy (they’re not the same 
thing) to pull off. This simply takes practice and having an expert 
on your team. Leos demand the highest degree of loyalty, but what 
they give in return is often priceless and ongoing. Thanksgiving 
weekend looks like sheer joy.

VIRGO
AUGUST 23 – SEPTEMBER 22
Plans for that early January vacation ought to be “set in stone” by 
the 15th. Lord knows you’ve put it off long enough. This time you’ll 
be at the airport (NO EXCUSES!). Upper leg cramps that have 
plagued you ease up quite a bit after the 8th. Potential for a 2nd or 
even 3rd source of income manifest themselves out of nowhere. 
This shall provide you with much deserved “mad money”. Update 
that home alarm system.

LIBRA
SEPTEMBER 23 – OCTOBER 22
Balance is one of your sign’s keywords and happily, there shall 
be plenty of it in your everyday life right through the end of 2011. 
Isn’t that a sweet change from the last three months? Your poor 
nerves, Libra. Well fear not, as relief is on the way. Let someone 
else drive on the 18th. Extend an “olive branch” to a troubled 
sibling to show your character (but don’t loan them any money). 
Spring for comfy sneakers.

SCORPIO
OCTOBER 23 – NOVEMBER 21
It’ll be difficult to not look back and “second guess” key choices 
that were made. But this won’t bring about any positive results. 
Onward and upward should be the main goal. Lunar aspects on 
the 12th could make you more vulnerable to criticisms. Wearing 
a thick skin will help. Leases and other important papers are 
best signed after the 21st. Mini getaway from 24th-27th proves 
rejuvenating.

SAGITTARIUS
NOVEMBER 22 – DECEMBER 21
It’s been said that good fortune often favors the foolish. This also 
applies to innocent or trusting people (which Sag. is). Rose-colored 
glasses are lovely and intoxicating. But we shouldn’t wear them all 
the time. Especially where matters of finance are concerned. Don’t 
loan out money or invest it without background checks. Annual New 
Moon in your sign on the 26th should herald the start of a fabulous 
romance.
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CAPRICORN
DECEMBER 22 – JANUARY 19
Planetary aspects look wonderful for Capricorns all month long. 
It’ll be like driving and seeing only green lights (how often does 
that happen?). Your powers of persuasion shall be at their peak. 
A used car salesperson should have such a “run”. The only major 
possible hurdle could be if you blab about plans or confide in the 
wrong individual. Keep facts to a trusted inner circle and all will 
work out just fine.

AQUARIUS
JANUARY 20 – FEBRUARY 18
November could seem like a roller coaster ride of sorts. Most of it 
should prove to be delightful and extremely fulfilling. Full Moon from 
11th-13th makes you feel “caffeinated” and perhaps a bit tempted to 
give advice where it’s not appreciated. Count to ten before speaking. 
It’ll save you time and maybe even some bucks. That new invest-
ment opportunity looks solid. Have it checked out just to be safe.

PISCES 
FEBRUARY 19 – MARCH 19
Old proverb states “to the victor, goes the spoils”. Translation? When 
someone wins, someone else is bound to be on the losing end. It’s 
wise to embrace those competitors you’ve triumphed over and be 
a “good winner”. That means not bragging too much or “rubbing it 
in”. Today’s enemies are often tomorrow’s friends. Keep that in mind 
when seeking out advice pertaining to a business expansion.

ARIES
MARCH 20 – APRIL 19
People just love being in charge or in the “driver’s seat”. It gives 
them much more control. But, it looks like you’ll be a “passenger” 
in a few vehicles. Just along for the ride. We know you just hate 
that, but forewarned is forearmed. This aspect shall force you 
to keep a much lower profile than usual (at least until the 22nd). 
However, listening and observing often mines rich rewards. Chief 
among them is financial.

TAURUS
APRIL 20 – MAY 20
Unlike Aries, you’ll be in the driver’s seat all month long. Making 
clear cut decisions and hopefully obeying the speed limit (sorry, 
but tickets don’t lie, Taurus). You’ll be on the road most of the 
month, so have that vehicle checked out (please include a tire 
rotation!). A debt owed you is paid off by “turkey day”. Good news 
from a parent brings much relief. Avoid partying on the 25th if 
possible. Stay close to home.

GEMINI
MAY 21 – JUNE 21
Due to that somewhat restless nature, it’s sometimes difficult for 
Gemini to balance business with pleasure. This also applies to your 
cash flow. Saving shouldn’t be a dirty word, but to many of you 
it is. Sure, spending is so much fun, and true to your nature. But 
expenses need to be met and bills paid. Put those credit cards in 
the freezer ‘til it’s time to “holiday shop”. It wouldn’t hurt to clip a 
few coupons either, okay? 

CANCER
JUNE 22 – JULY 22
To quote a Gaelic expression, “the wind will be at your back” for 
most of this month. That means there shall be very few delays or 
obstacles in your path. This applies both to personal issues as well 
as career aspects. The urge to be isolated or simply avoid large 
groups may prove to be powerful. We advise that you go with the 
flow. By month’s end you’ll once again be the life of the party. Make 
that many parties.

LEO
JULY 23 – AUGUST 22
Planetary vibes are highlighting large investments (especially real 
estate deals) all month long. An old adage says “buy cheap and 
sell high”. It’s simple but sometimes not easy (they’re not the same 
thing) to pull off. This simply takes practice and having an expert 
on your team. Leos demand the highest degree of loyalty, but what 
they give in return is often priceless and ongoing. Thanksgiving 
weekend looks like sheer joy.

VIRGO
AUGUST 23 – SEPTEMBER 22
Plans for that early January vacation ought to be “set in stone” by 
the 15th. Lord knows you’ve put it off long enough. This time you’ll 
be at the airport (NO EXCUSES!). Upper leg cramps that have 
plagued you ease up quite a bit after the 8th. Potential for a 2nd or 
even 3rd source of income manifest themselves out of nowhere. 
This shall provide you with much deserved “mad money”. Update 
that home alarm system.

LIBRA
SEPTEMBER 23 – OCTOBER 22
Balance is one of your sign’s keywords and happily, there shall 
be plenty of it in your everyday life right through the end of 2011. 
Isn’t that a sweet change from the last three months? Your poor 
nerves, Libra. Well fear not, as relief is on the way. Let someone 
else drive on the 18th. Extend an “olive branch” to a troubled 
sibling to show your character (but don’t loan them any money). 
Spring for comfy sneakers.

SCORPIO
OCTOBER 23 – NOVEMBER 21
It’ll be difficult to not look back and “second guess” key choices 
that were made. But this won’t bring about any positive results. 
Onward and upward should be the main goal. Lunar aspects on 
the 12th could make you more vulnerable to criticisms. Wearing 
a thick skin will help. Leases and other important papers are 
best signed after the 21st. Mini getaway from 24th-27th proves 
rejuvenating.

SAGITTARIUS
NOVEMBER 22 – DECEMBER 21
It’s been said that good fortune often favors the foolish. This also 
applies to innocent or trusting people (which Sag. is). Rose-colored 
glasses are lovely and intoxicating. But we shouldn’t wear them all 
the time. Especially where matters of finance are concerned. Don’t 
loan out money or invest it without background checks. Annual New 
Moon in your sign on the 26th should herald the start of a fabulous 
romance.
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Every Monday

UNDER 25
$5 Locker!

WINTER SPECIAL:
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$10 Loc$10 Locker
$15 Room

DANCING
BOYS
NIGHT

953 E. Sahara Ave., Ste. A-19 I 702-650-9191
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I
nstead of coming together as 
Americans and finding common 
ground to solve our problems, 
the pendulum swings of the last 
two elections have only served 

to sharpen the differences between 
right and left.   As someone who was 
a leader during the Vietnam War, 
the Civil Rights movement, and the 
endless struggle for marriage and 
societal equality, it’s clear that important 
ideas and areas for common ground 
are increasingly falling through the 
cracks.  It’s time to change. And 
we -- the HIV/AIDS and gay rights 
communities -- must be the ones 
leading this effort.  And there’s no more 
morally urgent policy battle than the one 
currently being waged in Washington 
over Medicare.

If the wrong policies win, they will have 
a major and harmful impact on millions 
of America’s most vulnerable citizens: 
people living with HIV/AIDS.  By 2015, 
half of all US HIV patients will be 
aged 50 and older. But with Medicare 
spending skyrocketing out of control 
(2011 budget: $468 billion), there is 
a consensus among Democrats and 
Republicans that something needs to 
be done to reduce costs while ensuring 
overall quality of care.   

Simply repeating chants of “Save Our 
Medicare!” at full volume isn’t going 
to work. Just the opposite: we need 

to identify what’s most important and 
mobilize our forces into action.  This 
begins with Medicare Part D: the most 
fundamental aspect of the Medicare 
program that helps millions of HIV/AIDS 
patients every day. Passed in 2003 and 
implemented in 2006, the program gives 
seniors access to affordable prescription 
drug coverage, with premiums actually 
decreasing despite skyrocketing 
healthcare costs.  

Despite the program’s success, 
President Obama’s latest plan would 
save $130 billion by forcing drug 
manufacturers to pay rebates to the 
government.  But those “savings” will 
only lead to higher premiums being paid 
by Medicare patients, up to 40 percent 
according to one study. In light of the 
critical, life-saving value of HIV drug 
therapies, there are 
better areas to reduce 
the budget than one of 
the few government-
run success stories 
for patients struggling 
with HIV/AIDS.  Back home they often 
said when things are going well, “let 
that sleeping dog lie.” Don’t mess with 
it. Another idea that stands to harm 
millions is the Independent Payment 
Advisory Board , created under the 
Affordable Care Act to help bring down 
Medicare costs.   

While any cost-reduction goals are 
noble, entrusting unprecedented 
power to a small, unelected and 
unaccountable group has large 
risks.   

People with HIV/AIDS have 
learned the hard way what 
happens when our institutions 
are not held accountable. HIV/
AIDS patients need greater 
access to quality care, not less. 

And while many primary care doctors 
already limit the number of Medicare 
patients they see, the decisions of the 
IPAB will almost certainly lead to fewer 
patients being able to see the best 
doctors and receive the highest quality 
care. Last, but not least, we need to find 
ways to reinforce the amazing strides 
that have been made in HIV/AIDS 
research. The development of new 
drugs and antiretroviral combination 
therapies has had a massive impact on 
the quality of life for HIV patients.  

Our knowledge of diseases has 
increased exponentially thanks to 
breakthroughs in understanding the 
human genome, giving us new hope 
that we can one day eradicate a disease 
that has claimed more than 25 million 
lives worldwide.  But we’ve got to keep 

fighting to ensure research remains a 
top priority in both the private and public 
sectors. Implementing pro-research 
policies and protecting the budgets 
of the CDC and NIH are both vitally 
important to preserving the current 
programs that provide for millions of 
our citizens.  It’s time that the HIV/
AIDS community join with supporters 
and adversaries alike by creating our 
own priorities in treating and curing this 
horrific disease. By substituting facts for 
rhetoric, engaging in the policy debates 
of the day and avoiding volume over 
reason, we can help elevate the level 
of discourse and ensure that America 
doesn’t come out of this debate and the 
next elections even more divided than it 
is now.   

The Last Word

THE LAST WORD
BY DAVID MIXNER

David Mixner has been involved in public life creating policy and as an HIV/AIDS and LGBT activist and writer for over 40 years. He has had 
two bestselling books, “Stranger Among Friends” and “Brave Journeys,” both published by Bantam Books.

Simply repeating chants of “Save Our 
Medicare!” at full volume isn’t going 
to work. Just the opposite: we need 

to identify what’s most important and 
mobilize our forces into action.  

People with HIV/AIDS have learned 
the hard way what happens when our 
institutions are not held accountable. 

Reasoning, Not Rhetoric, Needed For Improving HIV/AIDS Treatment

The Last Word
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